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MAY 31, 1987 SHARON SNYDER
KAREN EINUCAN

FEC RELEASES POLITICAL PARTY FIGURES FOR ‘86 ZLECTIONS

WASHINGTON — A decline in financial activity at the federal level by both mgjé:i
political parties can be seeri in the newly released Federal Election Camission ‘ .
figures for the 1985-86 elections. The total amount of money raised and spen;’ by R
both parties was less than in previous cycles, and each party ended the ele;gion'yea:
with less cash and higher debts. The December 31, 1986, cash balance for Democratic
camittees totalled $1.4 million, while their debts stocd at $4.7 million. ‘The Y
Republican cash balance was $3.2 million, with debts totalling $10.4 million. ‘T!"lis
may or may not be indicative of the financial health of the parties, since activities
such as building funds and state and local election spending are not reported to the
FEC. A number of contributions earmarked to federal candidates through the party
organizations are also not included in the totals, since some of those funds never
passed through the committees' accounts. Listed below are summary figures for the
garties (nationwide) for five election cycles:
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What the figures show is that the Republican Party still leads in cverall
fundraising and spending. In direct support of federal .candi.dates, the GOP maintains
a slightly more than two-to—one lead.

PAC contributions to both major sarties totallad enly $6.8 million. They
accounted for 9% of the total raised by Democratic committees and .43 of the funds
raised by Republican committses. Irdividual contributions comprised 70% of the
amount raised by the Democratic Party and 86% of the total for the Republican Party.

Details of amounts raised and spent by both major parties, as well as
contributions made to federal candidates and monies spent on their behalf may be
found on the tables and graphs attached to this release. The FEC Reports on
Financial Activity, 1985-86: Party and Non-Party Political Ccmmittees, Final Report
will be published in the Fall of 1987.
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