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PAC'S INCREASE IN NUMBER
WASHINGION — The Federal Election Commission today announced its twice yearly count
of political action committees (PAC's) registered with the agency. As of January 1,
there were 3371 PAC's in existence, an increase of 7% over the 3149 registered in
mid~year.

Yearly increases, since 1976, have averaged 20%, with the exception of 1979-80,
when the growth actually increased by 28%. The most dramatic increase was between
1974 and 1976, when PAC ranks swelled by 88%.

PAC's are viewed by many campaign finance experts as a daminant force in politics.
Their numbers and the amount of money they spend in Federal campaigns have continued
to increase with each election cycle.

According to FEC data, PAC's of corporations-without-stock showed the greatest
growth in 1982.

Information on the amount of money raised and spent by PAQ's during 1981-82
through mid-Octobker, was recently released by the FEC. Updated figures on PAC
activity for the 1981-82 election cycle will be released in the near future.
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'On November 24, 1975, the Commission issusd Advisory Opinion 1975-23 "SUNPAC.”
Zon May 11, 1976, the Presidant signed the Federal Election Campeign Act Amendments cf 1976, P.L. 94.283.
*Eor the years 1974-1976, thesa numbers repr all other pclitics! .. . no further categoriziation is aveilable.




