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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE : FRED EILAND
JANURRY 21, 1981 SHARON SNYDER

FEC REIEASES UPDATED 1980 SEMNATE & HOUSE SPENDING FIGURES
SHOWING INCREASE OVER 1978

WASHINGION — Candidates for the U.S. Senate and House in the 1980 elections

raised $240.1 million and spent $228.8 million. This represents a more than $35

million increase over figures for a similar 23-month period for the 1978 elections
when candidates raised $198.5 million and spent $192.2 million. However, 345

more candidates were involved in primary, run-off and general elections in 1980 than

in 1978.

If only general election candidates are considered, the increase in spending

appeaics greater. There were anly 98 more Congressional general election candidates
in 1980 than in 1978. Camparing their cambined prifnary'and gener'al election activity, "_
cand.tdates raised $195.7_ million and spent $184.1 million in 1980; in 1978, general

electicn Congressicnal cardidates raised $156.6 million and spent $150.6 million
during the same primary and general election period.

Most of the money spent in Congressicnal campaigns is reparted by the end
of the 30-day post-general election pericd. However, year-end reparts, covering the
last six weeks of 1980, are to be filed January 31, and debt activity will continue
to be reported throughout 1981. Therefore, the fcllowing figures for the 1979-80
election cycle are not final.

The following highlights data from the 1979-80 statistical charts, which also

show comparative figures for 1977-78.
Spent (in millions)
AL CANDIDATES (SENATE & HOUSE) . $228.8

Senate . 98.6
House ) . 130.2

Democrats . 117.3
Republicans . 110.7

Incunbents . 101.7
Challengers . 85.0
Open Seat Races . 42.1
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