Press Office
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Phone: 1local 523-4065 Toll Free 800-424-9530

JANUARY 16, 1981

WASHINGION —- The number of political action cammittees (PAC's) is
continuing to grow, based on end-of-year figures released today by the
Federal Election Commission. In its semi-annual report on PAC growth,
the FEC charts an increase of more than 500 PAC's over the past year.

The agency's figures date back to 1974, prior to enactment of the
first amendments to the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, which
spurred PAC activity.

Figures at that time showed 608 coammittees in existence in December
1974. That mumber rose to 1,146 at the end of 1976, and now numbers 2,551.

The FEC chart, shown below, categorizes the number of PAC's in six

groupings, based on the sponsoring organization of each.

“PAC” GROWTH — FROM 1974
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TOTAL 608 | 124 | 10 | 722 | 294

1 On November M, 1978, the C. lon lenssd Advisory Opinion 1976-23 “SUNPAC.”

*2 On Moy 11, 1978, the Prasident signed tha Federsl Election Campaign Act Amendments of 1578, P.L. 94-263.




