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IMBARGOED FOR RELEASE  FEC RELEASES MID-YEAR REPORT ON POLITICAL CONTACT: DAVID FISKE-
UNTIL: 9:30 AM. COMMITTEE FINANCIAL ACTIVITY SHARON SNYDES
THURSDAY, SEPT. 7, 1978 ‘ (202) 523-6065 .

WASHINGTON - September 7 - The Federal Election Commissibn today released its latest étudy‘
of 1977-1978 financial data of political committees.

The figuras are based on reports filed with the FEC by non-party political committees
(PAC'S), by national and congressional committees of the Democratic and Republican politica
narties, and by Democratic and Republican party committees at the state and local level
£iling federal campaign financs reports.

The study includes financial activity of these commitcees from January 1, i977, .
" srough the and of June 1978. It was taken from theix campaign £ipancas raporss filed -
rougnh July 11, 1978, and esancared into tha FEC computer systad.
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More than half (57%) d efgeg&kté}edZnoﬁdertf?PA¢'s 71) made contributiond to £7°
federal candidates. By catésbry of candidate, House candidd¥es received $8.0 million (73%) »
Senate candidates received $2.9 million, (27%), and Presidential candidates received
$43,000. By party affiliation, Democratic candidates received $7.4 million (68%) and
Republican candidates received $3.5 million (32%). Incumbents received $7.8 million (722
challengers received $1.3 million (12%), and candidates in open seats (no incumbent)

received $1.8 million (16%) .

The study includes a break-down of contributions to federal candidates by each of the: :
six committee categories. It also includes detailed breakdowns of receipts and disbursements
reported by the committee. , ¥
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B. PARTY COMMITTEES: The figures were broken down into categories of national and ,E
congressional party committees as follows: ) oL W

(Figures in millions®of dollars)

Committee .. No. of | Adjusted Adjusted Contri- Latest Debts:-Owed ngts¢0we4§
Type Comm. Receipts Disburse- butions Cash-on- by Comm. to Comm. °
ments Hand ;

Democratic .
National $8.7 9.5 .3 2.
Committee

House & Senate 3.1 2.2
National

Other Natiomal 2.5 1.9

.(Total)

Regublican
National

Committee

House & Senate
Mational

Other National

(Total)

Party Total

. Democratic committee contributions weras broken down by category of recipient as
follows: incumbents, $33,000 (54%); challengers, $200 (32); open-seats, $28,000 (435%),

Republican committee contributions were broken down by category of recipient as follows:

ﬁ?i?%bents, $.9 million {60%); challengers, $.4 million (257%); open-—seats, $.2 miliion
16%).

The study includes break-downs of the figures for each of the 40 party committees
included in the totals. :

The study also includes comparable figures, oun a state-wide basis, for state and'
party committees (or separate federal elaction committees of a state or loczl policical
party) that are registerad under the Federal Election Campaign 4ct.

NOTE: 1In the case of both the non-party and party committee studies, in addition to -
contributicns to ZSederzl camdidates, the adjusted expendicure £igures may include spending
for the following items: fund-raising costs, staff salaries and other cperating expenditurs
legal and accounting expenditures, contributions to state and loczl candidates, concribution:
by PAC's to national, state, OT local political party committees, and octher miscellaneous
activities reported but not directly ralated to faderal alections or federal candidatas.

(The FEC also released three additional volumes of this study itemizing the financial

activity described above for each party and non-partiy committae on an individual basis,
as follows:

Vol. 1II - Individual State and Local Party Political Coumittees.

Vol. ITI - Individual Non-Party Polirical Committees (Corporate and Labor).

Vol. IV - Individual Non-Party Politiczl Committees (No Comnected Organization,. o
Trade/Membership/Health, Cooperative, Corporation without StockQ¢f ’Q1;n§w< %
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