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MINUTES OF AN OPEN MEETING 
 

OF THE 
 

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 20211 
 

 

PRESENT:  Shana M. Broussard, Chair, presiding 

Allen Dickerson, Vice Chair 

Sean J. Cooksey, Commissioner 

James E. "Trey" Trainor III, Commissioner 

Steven T. Walther, Commissioner 

Ellen L. Weintraub, Commissioner 

Alec Palmer, Staff Director 
 
Lisa Stevenson, Acting General Counsel 
 
Laura E. Sinram, Acting Secretary and Clerk2 

Vicktoria J. Allen, Acting Deputy Secretary3 

 

 
1 The meeting was conducted virtually. 
2 Acting Secretary Laura Sinram moderated the meeting. 
3 Acting Deputy Secretary Vicktoria Allen was the recording secretary for the meeting. 

https://www.fec.gov/about/leadership-and-structure/james-e-trainor-iii/
https://www.fec.gov/about/leadership-and-structure/james-e-trainor-iii/
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Chair Shana M. Broussard called the Federal Election Commission to 

order in an open meeting at 11:19 A.M. on Thursday, January 28, 2021 with 

a quorum present. 

****** 

I. DRAFT ADVISORY OPINION 2020-06 
 

Veronica Escobar for Congress 
 

Agenda Document No. 21-06-A (Draft A) 
 

(Resolved on tally) 
 
II. AUDIT DIVISION RECOMMENDATION MEMORANDUM ON THE MISSISSIPPI 

REPUBLICAN PARTY (A17-15) 
 

Memorandum from the Chief Compliance Officer and 
Audit Division dated June 4, 2020 
 
Agenda Document No. 21-01-A 

 
(Held over from the meeting of January 14, 2021) 
 

Chair Broussard recognized Mr. Robert Morcomb, Ms. Zuzana Pacious, and 

Ms. Dayna Brown of the Audit Division.  Mr. Morcomb highlighted the three 

findings within the Memorandum: 1) Misstatement of Financial Activity; 2) 

Reporting of Debts and Obligations; and 3) Reporting of Apparent Independent 

Expenditures.   

Mr. Morcomb of the Audit Division, and Mr. Joshua Blume and Mr. Lorenzo 

Holloway of the General Counsel’s Office participated in the discussion that 

followed.  
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Chair Broussard recognized Commissioner Weintraub who 

MOVED to take the following actions: 

1. Approve the Audit Division’s recommendations in 
Audit Division Recommendation Memorandum on the 
Mississippi Republican Party, as set forth in Agenda 
Document 21-01-A.  

 
2. Add mailer 8 to Finding 3 (Reporting of Apparent 

Independent Expenditures) and adjust the amount in 
violation accordingly. 

 
3. Add a new finding that the Mississippi Republican 

Party violated the joint fundraising regulations at 11 
C.F.R. § 102.17(c) when it received $1,587,962 in net 
proceeds from the Trump Victory Joint Fundraising 
Committee and, on the same day, transferred 
$1,587,842 to the Republican National Committee.  

 
4. Add a new finding that the Mississippi Republican 

Party failed to maintain any monthly payroll logs to 
document the percentage of time each employee 
spent in connection with a federal election totaling 
$42,415.  

 
The motion failed by a vote of 3-3 with Commissioners Broussard, 

Walther, and Weintraub voting affirmatively for the motion.  Commissioners 

Cooksey, Dickerson, and Trainor dissented. 

Chair Broussard recognized Commissioner Trainor who 

MOVED to accept the Audit Division Recommendation 
Memorandum on the Mississippi Republican Party, as 
set forth in Agenda Document 21-01-A, with the removal 
of anything related to Finding 3 (Reporting of 
Independent Expenditures). 
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 Commissioner Weintraub asked if Commissioner Trainor would reframe 

his motion to approve Findings 1 and 2 rather than remove Finding 3.  

Commissioner Trainor stated that he accepted the friendly amendment and then 

MOVED to accept Findings 1 and 2 in the Audit Division 
Recommendation Memorandum on the Mississippi 
Republican Party, as set forth in Agenda Document 21-
01-A.

The motion carried by a vote of 6-0 with Commissioners Broussard, 

Cooksey, Dickerson, Trainor, Walther, and Weintraub voting affirmatively for the 

decision. 

III. MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the

meeting adjourned at 11:49 A.M. 

Signed: 

Shana M. Broussard 
Chair of the Commission (2021) 

Attest: 

Laura E. Sinram 
Secretary and Clerk of the Commission 

https://www.fec.gov/about/leadership-and-structure/james-e-trainor-iii/
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Vicktoria J. Allen 
Deputy Secretary of the Commission 
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