APPROVED NOVEMBER 27, 2024

MINUTES OF AN OPEN MEETING

OF THE

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

THURSDAY, MAY 16, 20241

PRESENT: Sean J. Cooksey, Chairman, presiding
Ellen L. Weintraub, Vice Chair
Shana M. Broussard, Commissioner
Allen J. Dickerson, Commissioner
Dara Lindenbaum, Commissioner
James E. “Trey” Trainor lll, Commissioner
Alec Palmer, Staff Director
Lisa Stevenson, Acting General Counsel
Laura E. Sinram, Secretary and Clerk
Vicktoria J. Allen, Deputy Secretary?2

Zainab Smith, Management and Program Analyst3

! This meeting was conducted as a hybrid meeting with virtual and in-person participants.
2 Deputy Secretary Vicktoria Allen was the recording secretary for the meeting.
3 Management and Program Analyst Zainab Smith moderated the meeting.
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Chairman Sean J. Cooksey called the Federal Election Commission to
order in an open meeting at 10:02 A.M. on Thursday, May 16, 2024 with a

quorum present.

*khkkkk*

Chairman Cooksey recognized Vice Chair Weintraub who

MOVED that the Commission consider “Eligibility Report
- Mike Pence for President” and “Mike Pence and Mike
Pence for President — Date of Ineligibility (LRA 1194)”,
and that the Commission determine, pursuant to 11
C.F.R. § 2.7(d)(1) that business so requires and no
earlier public announcement was possible.

AND FURTHER MOVED to suspend the rules on the
timely submission of agenda documents in order that
the Commission may consider the late submission of
Agenda Document No. 24-21-A.
The motion carried by a vote of 6-0 with Commissioners Broussard,

Cooksey, Dickerson, Lindenbaum, Trainor, and Weintraub voting affirmatively for

the decision.

*kkkk*x

l. PROPOSED DIRECTIVE CONCERING REQUESTS TO WITHHOLD,
REDACT, OR MODIFY CONTRIBUTORS’ IDENTIFYING INFORMATION

Memorandum from Commissioner Allen J. Dickerson
dated May 2, 2024

Agenda Document No. 24-19-A (Draft A)
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Chairman Cooksey recognized Commissioner Dickerson who presented
the matter.

Discussion followed.

Chairman Cooksey recognized Commissioner Dickerson who

MOVED to approve Agenda Document No. 24-19-A.

The motion failed by a vote of 3-3 with Commissioners Cooksey,

Dickerson, and Trainor voting affirmatively for the motion. Commissioners
Broussard, Lindenbaum, and Weintraub dissented.
Chairman Cooksey recognized Commissioner Dickerson who
MOVED to direct the Office of General Counsel to draft
within 75 days a notice of proposed rulemaking
concerning requests to withhold, redact, or modify
contributors’ identifying information and to provide that

draft to the Commission’s Regulations Committee for
further action.

Discussion followed.

Chairman Cooksey called the vote. The motion carried by a vote of 5-0

with Commissioners Broussard, Cooksey, Dickerson, Lindenbaum, and Trainor
voting affirmatively for the decision. Commissioner Weintraub abstained.

il ELIGIBILITY REPORT - MIKE PENCE FOR PRESIDENT

Memorandum to the Commission dated May 13, 2024

Agenda Document No. 24-20-A (Draft A)
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Chairman Cooksey recognized Ms. Camilla Reminsky and Ms. Zuzana
Pacious of the Audit Division. Ms. Reminsky presented the matter.
Discussion followed.

Chairman Cooksey recognized Vice Chair Weintraub who

MOVED to take the following actions, as recommended
in Agenda Document No. 24-20-A:

1. Determine that Mike Pence/Mike Pence for President
has fulfilled the requirements set forth in 26 U.S.C.
§ 9033(a) and (b) and 11 C.F.R. §§ 9033.1, 9033.2,
and 9036.1(b) and have established eligibility to
receive primary matching fund payments under 26
U.S.C. § 9037 and 11 C.F.R. § 9037.1.

2. In accordance with 11 C.F.R. § 9036.1(c)(1)-(2) and
the Commission’s Guidelines for Presentation in Good
Order, a notification letter be sent to the Candidate
regarding the Commission’s eligibility determination,
advising that additional Matching Fund requests may
be presented to the Commission for review on a
monthly basis and that, pursuant to 11 C.F.R.

§ 9033.5, the Candidate may only receive matching
payments after the date of ineligibility to the extent
that he has net outstanding campaign obligations.
(See proposed letter at Attachment 5).

3. Notify the Secretary of the Treasury of the
Candidate/Committee’s eligibility to receive
payments from the Presidential Primary Matching
Payment Account and certify an initial payment of
$100,000. (See proposed letter at Attachment 4).
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The motion carried by a vote of 6-0 with Commissioners Broussard,

Cooksey, Dickerson, Lindenbaum, Trainor, and Weintraub voting affirmatively for

the decision.

lll. MIKE PENCE AND MIKE PENCE FOR PRESIDENT - DATE OF
INELIGIBILITY (LRA 1194)

Memorandum to the Commission dated May 14, 2024

Agenda Document No. 24-21-A (Draft A)
(Submitted Late)

Chairman Cooksey recognized Mr. Joshua Blume, Ms. Margaret Forman,
and Ms. Jessica Selinkoff of the General Counsel’s Office. Ms. Forman
presented the matter.

Discussion followed.

Chairman Cooksey recognized Commissioner Trainor who

MOVED to take the following actions:

1. Reject the Office of General Counsel’s
recommendations.

2. Make an initial determination, for the reasons set
forth in the Office of General Counsel’s memorandum,
that Mike Pence and Mike Pence for President’s date
of ineligibility under 26 U.S.C. § 9033(c) and 11 C.F.R.
§ 9033.5(a)(3) is October 28, 2023.

3. Direct the Office of General Counsel to provide the
memo to Mike Pence and Mike Pence for President
along with an appropriate letter explaining the
Commission’s decision to treat the memo as an initial
determination and inform Mike Pence and Mike
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Pence for President of their opportunity to respond
pursuant to 11 C.F.R. § 9033.6.

Discussion followed.

Chairman Cooksey called the vote. The motion carried by a vote of 6-0

with Commissioners Broussard, Cooksey, Dickerson, Lindenbaum, Trainor, and
Weintraub voting affirmatively for the decision.
S——

Chairman Cooksey took a moment of personal privilege to recognize
Public Service Recognition Week and the hardworking staff at the FEC.

Chairman Cooksey also recognized Mr. Anthony Buckley of the General
Counsel’s Office on his retirement after 35 years of dedicated service to the
Commission.

*kkkk%k

IV. MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the

meeting adjourned at 10:40 A.M.

Signed:

o)

Sean J. Cooksey
Chairman of the Commission (2024)
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Attest:

Digitally signed by Vicktoria J

. . Allen
VIthorIa J A”en Date: 2025.08.18 16:56:44
-04'00'

Vicktoria J. Allen
Deputy Secretary of the Commission

Digitally signed by Laura E

Laura E Sinram sinram

Date: 2025.08.27 17:10:07 -04'00'

Laura E. Sinram
Secretary and Clerk of the Commission
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