APPROVED JUNE 12, 2024

MINUTES OF AN OPEN MEETING

OF THE

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

THURSDAY, JANUARY 11, 20241

PRESENT: Sean J. Cooksey, Chairman, presiding
Ellen L. Weintraub, Vice Chair
Shana M. Broussard, Commissioner
Allen J. Dickerson, Commissioner
Dara Lindenbaum, Commissioner
James E. “Trey” Trainor lll, Commissioner
Alec Palmer, Staff Director
Lisa Stevenson, Acting General Counsel
Laura E. Sinram, Secretary and Clerk
Vicktoria J. Allen, Deputy Secretary?2

Zainab Smith, Management and Program Analyst3

! This meeting was conducted as a hybrid meeting with virtual and in-person participants.
2 Deputy Secretary Vicktoria Allen was the recording secretary for the meeting.
3 Management and Program Analyst Zainab Smith moderated the meeting.
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Chairman Sean J. Cooksey called the Federal Election Commission to
order in an open meeting at 10:01 A.M. on Thursday, January 11, 2024 with a

quorum present.

l. OPENING REMARKS

Chairman Cooksey gave opening remarks.

*kkkk%k

Chairman Cooksey recognized Vice Chair Weintraub who gave additional

remarks and then

MOVED to suspend the rules on the timely submission of
agenda documents in order that the Commission may
consider the late submission of Agenda Document No.
24-01-B.

The motion carried by a vote of 6-0 with Commissioners Broussard,

Cooksey, Dickerson, Lindenbaum, Trainor, and Weintraub voting affirmatively for

the decision.

*kkkk%

Il DRAFT ADVISORY OPINION 2023-09

Senator Catherine Cortez Masto by Jacqueline Lopez,
Esq., Jonathan Peterson, Esq., and Kaveri Sharma, Esq.

Agenda Document No. 24-01-A (Draft A)

Agenda Document No. 24-01-B (Draft B)
(Submitted Late)
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Chairman Cooksey recognized Ms. Jacqueline Lopez, Esq. and Mr.
Jonathan Peterson, Esq., who appeared on behalf of the requestor. Mr. Robert
Knop of the General Counsel’s Office presented the matter.

The requestor, a federal officeholder, proposes establishing a nonfederal
committee to engage in conduct exclusively in connection with nonfederal
elections. The requestor plans to raise and spend funds for this committee in
amounts and from sources that comply with the Act. The requestor asks
whether the proposed nonfederal committee would share a contribution limit
with her existing federal leadership PAC.

Both drafts conclude that the requestor may establish the committee and
that the committee would not share a contribution limit with her existing federal
leadership PAC.

Ms. Lopez and Mr. Knop participated in the discussion that followed.

Chairman Cooksey recognized Vice Chair Weintraub who

MOVED to approve Agenda Document No. 24-01-A,
which is draft A.

Discussion continued.

The motion carried by a vote of 4-2 with Commissioners Broussard,

Cooksey, Lindenbaum, and Weintraub voting affirmatively for the decision.
Commissioners Dickerson and Trainor dissented.

lll. DRAFT ADVISORY OPINION 2023-10
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Sony Pictures Television, Inc. by Caleb P. Burns, Esq.
and Andrew G. Woodson, Esq.

Agenda Document No. 24-02-A (Draft A)

Chairman Cooksey recognized Mr. Caleb Burns, Esq. and Mr. Andrew
Woodson, Esq. on behalf of the requestor. Ms. Scarlett Rufener of the General
Counsel’s Office presented the matter.

The requestor, Sony Pictures Television Inc. (“Sony”), is a television
production and distribution company. Since 2017, Sony has produced a fictional
television program called The Good Doctor, with Mr. Hill Harper playing a
regular character on the show since its inception. On July 10, 2023, Mr. Harper
filed as a candidate in the 2024 Democratic primary to represent Michigan in the
U.S. Senate. Sony thus asks whether the media exemption in the Federal
Election Campaign Act and Commission regulations applies to the production
and distribution of a fictional entertainment program that includes a candidate
for U.S. Senate.

The draft concludes that, under the facts presented in the request, Sony’s
production and distribution of The Good Doctor is exempt from regulation under
the Act’s media exemption because (1) Sony is a media entity that regularly
produces television programming, including fictional entertainment, for
distribution via broadcast and cable television; (2) neither Sony nor its parent

company is owned or controlled by any political party, political committee, or
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candidate; and (3) Sony is acting in its legitimate media function because the
materials it produces are available to the general public, and The Good Doctor
is comparable to materials ordinarily issued by Sony.

Mr. Burns participated in the discussion that followed.

Chairman Cooksey recognized Vice Chair Weintraub who

MOVED to approve Agenda Document No. 24-02-A,
which is draft A.

The motion carried by a vote of 6-0 with Commissioners Broussard,

Cooksey, Dickerson, Lindenbaum, Trainor, and Weintraub voting affirmatively for
the decision.

IV. MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the
meeting adjourned at 10:18 A.M.
Signed:

Jom by

Sean J. Cooksey
Chairman of the Commission (2024)

Attest:
VicktoriaJ Ve e
AI Ien Date: 2025.08.18 16:04:30

-04'00'
Vicktoria J. Allen
Deputy Secretary of the Commission
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Digitally signed by Laura E
Sinram

Laura E Sinram Date: 2025.08.27 17:03:46

-04'00'
Laura E. Sinram
Secretary and Clerk of the Commission
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