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MINUTES OF AN OPEN MEETING 

OF THE 

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 20241 

 

PRESENT:    Sean J. Cooksey, Chairman, presiding 

Ellen L. Weintraub, Vice Chair 

Shana M. Broussard, Commissioner 

Allen J. Dickerson, Commissioner 

Dara Lindenbaum, Commissioner 

James E. “Trey” Trainor III, Commissioner 

Alec Palmer, Staff Director 

Lisa Stevenson, Acting General Counsel 

Laura E. Sinram, Secretary and Clerk 

Vicktoria J. Allen, Deputy Secretary2 

Maureen Benitz, Management and Program Analyst3  

 
 

 
1 This meeting was conducted as a hybrid meeting with virtual and in-person participants. 
2 Deputy Secretary Vicktoria Allen was the recording secretary for the meeting. 
3 Management and Program Analyst Maureen Benitz moderated the meeting. 
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Chairman Sean J. Cooksey called the Federal Election Commission to 

order in an open meeting at 10:02 A.M. on Thursday, February 29, 2024 with a 

quorum present. 

****** 

Chairman Cooksey provided an update on the agenda. 

****** 
 
I. DRAFT ADVISORY OPINION 2024-01 

 
Texas Majority PAC by Jonathan S. Berkon, Esq., Courtney T. 
Weisman, Esq., and Sarah N. Mahmood, Esq. 
 
Agenda Document No. 24-08-A (Draft A) 

 
Agenda Document No. 24-08-B (Draft B) 

 
Chairman Cooksey recognized Ms. Lindsay Bird of the General Counsel’s 

Office and then invited Mr. Jonathan Berkon and Ms. Sarah Mahmood, counsel 

for the requestor, up to the dais.  Ms. Bird presented the matter. 

The requestor, Texas Majority PAC, asks several questions regarding its 

proposal to hire vendors to canvass potential voters, namely whether 

canvassing literature and scripts, and their associated costs, are public 

communications, coordinated communications, or coordinated expenditures.  

Additionally, the requestor asks whether they can provide data acquired during 

the canvass to a federal candidate or party committee at less than fair market 

value. 



Federal Election Commission  Page 3 
Minutes of an Open Meeting 
February 29, 2024 
 
 

Draft A concludes that the canvassing literature and scripts are public 

communications and coordinated communications.  The costs to produce and 

distribute the communications are not coordinated expenditures because they 

are for coordinated communications.  Draft A further concludes that if the 

requestor provides the data acquired during its paid canvass to a federal 

candidate or party committee at less than its fair market value, it will result in 

an in-kind contribution to the candidate or party committee. 

Draft B concludes that the canvassing literature and scripts are not public 

communications, and as a result are not coordinated communications.  Further, 

the costs to produce and distribute the canvassing literature and scripts are not 

coordinated expenditures because they are for communications.  Finally, Draft B 

concludes that if the requestor provides the data acquired during its paid 

canvass to a federal candidate or party committee at less than its fair market 

value, it will result in an in-kind contribution to the candidate or party 

committee. 

Mr. Berkon participated in the discussion that followed.   

This matter was held over. 
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II. AUDIT DIVISION RECOMMENDATION MEMORANDUM ON THE 1199 SEIU 

UNITED HEALTHCARE WORKERS EAST FEDERAL POLITICAL ACTION 
FUND (A21-10) 

 
Memorandum to the Commission dated February 15, 2024 
 
Agenda Document No. 24-07-A 
 

This matter was resolved on tally. 
 
III. MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
 

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the 

meeting adjourned at 10:21 A.M. 

    Signed: 
 
 
 
    Sean J. Cooksey 
    Chairman of the Commission (2024) 

  
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
Vicktoria J. Allen 
Deputy Secretary of the Commission 
 
 
 
Laura E. Sinram 
Secretary and Clerk of the Commission 
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