APPROVED NOVEMBER 20, 2024

MINUTES OF AN OPEN MEETING

OF THE

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 20241

PRESENT: Sean J. Cooksey, Chairman, presiding
Ellen L. Weintraub, Vice Chair
Shana M. Broussard, Commissioner
Allen J. Dickerson, Commissioner
Dara Lindenbaum, Commissioner
James E. “Trey” Trainor lll, Commissioner
Alec Palmer, Staff Director2
Lisa Stevenson, Acting General Counsel3
Laura E. Sinram, Secretary and Clerk
Vicktoria J. Allen, Deputy Secretary4

Maureen Benitz, Management and Program Analyst5

! This meeting was conducted as a hybrid meeting with virtual and in-person participants.
2 Chief Compliance Officer Patricia Orrock represented Staff Director Palmer.

3 Deputy General Counsel Greg Baker represented Acting General Counsel Stevenson.

4 Deputy Secretary Vicktoria Allen was the recording secretary for the meeting.

5 Management and Program Analyst Maureen Benitz moderated the meeting.



Federal Election Commission Page 2
Minutes of an Open Meeting
April 18, 2024

Chairman Sean J. Cooksey called the Federal Election Commission to
order in an open meeting at 10:03 A.M. on Thursday, April 18, 2024 with a

quorum present.

I DRAFT ADVISORY OPINION 2024-03

PoliticalMeetings.com LLC by Sue Rose

Agenda Document No. 24-12-A (Draft A)

Agenda Document No. 24-12-A1 (Revised Draft A)

Agenda Document No. 24-12-B (Draft B)

(Held over from the meeting of March 27, 2024)

Chairman Cooksey recognized Ms. Cheryl Hemsley of the General
Counsel’s Office and Ms. Sue Rose, the requestor. Ms. Hemsley presented the
matter.

The requestor, PoliticalMeetings.com (“PM.com?”), proposes to allow its
subscribers to make small, monthly contributions to candidates and national
party committees via its web-based platform. It also would provide the
subscribers access to non-public information about political meetings and
events with the recipient candidates and national party committees. PM.com
would allow the committees to provide information, including links to
fundraising sites and events, outside of PM.com. PM.com does not plan to

charge the committees to participate on the platform.
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There are three draft opinions. All three drafts determine the proposed
activities to be permissible. They differ as to whether these activities
constitute contributions from PM.com and, therefore, as from Ms. Rose, as a
sole provider, to participating committees.

Draft A (Agenda Document No. 24-12-A) and Revised Draft A (Agenda
Document No. 24-12-A1) determine that the activities would not constitute
contributions because PM.com would be providing services to the subscribers
rather than the participating committees and would not be removing a financial
burden that would otherwise be incurred by those committees.

Revised Draft A differs from Draft A in that it contains technical and minor
prose edits and reflects the requestor’s statement that PM.com intends at some
point to convert from an LLC to an LLP.

Draft B (Agenda Document No. 24-12-B) determines that PM.com would be
providing services to the participating committees and would be removing a
financial burden that would otherwise be incurred by those committees. This
would constitute contributions unless the services were provided at the usual
and normal charge for such services.

Ms. Rose participated in the discussion that followed.

This matter was held over to a future meeting.
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Il. REG 2019-01 (VALUABLE INFORMATION) - DRAFT NOTICE OF
DISPOSITION

Memorandum to the Commission dated April 11, 2024

Agenda Document No. 24-16-A (Draft A)

Chairman Cooksey recognized Mr. Luis Lipchak and Mr. Robert Knop of
the General Counsel’s Office. Mr. Lipchak presented the matter.

Agenda Document No. 24-16-A is a draft notice of disposition of petition
for rulemaking regarding the request for the Commission to amend the existing
regulation defining contribution by adding a new section to include with the
definition of contribution certain valuable information. The notice of disposition
describes the Commission’s reasons for not initiating a rulemaking in response
to the petition. If approved, the notice of disposition will be published in the
Federal Register, and the petition will be closed.

Chairman Cooksey recognized Vice Chair Weintraub who

MOVED to approve Agenda Document No. 24-16-A, as
recommended in the Memorandum to the Commission

dated April 11, 2024.

The motion carried by a vote of 6-0 with Commissioners Broussard,

Cooksey, Dickerson, Lindenbaum, Trainor, and Weintraub voting affirmatively for

the decision.
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lll. REG 2015-03 (CONTRIBUTIONS FROM CORPORATIONS AND OTHER
ORGANIZATIONS) - DRAFT NOTICE OF DISPOSITION

Memorandum to the Commission dated April 11, 2024

Agenda Document No. 24-15-A (Draft A)

Chairman Cooksey recognized Mr. Lipchak of the General Counsel’s Office
who presented the matter.

Agenda Document No. 24-15-A is a draft notice of disposition of petition
for rulemaking regarding the request for the Commission to revise its
regulations on the reporting of contributions to political committees from
corporations and other organizations. The petition asks the Commission to
establish a new rule requiring that any person other than a natural person
contributing an aggregate of more than $1,000 in any calendar year to any
political committee, whether directly or indirectly, must do so from an account
subject to certain requirements. The notice of disposition describes the
Commission’s reasons for not initiating a rulemaking in response to the petition.
If approved, the notice of disposition will be published in the Federal Register,
and the petition will be closed.

Discussion followed.

Chairman Cooksey recognized Vice Chair Weintraub who

MOVED to approve Agenda Document No. 24-15-A, as

recommended in the Memorandum to the Commission
dated April 11, 2024, and subject to revising the
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sentence beginning on page 5, line 14, by deleting
everything after the word ‘because’ and adding ‘the
information sought by the petition is not required to be
disclosed under the Act and Commission regulations.’

The motion carried by a vote of 6-0 with Commissioners Broussard,

Cooksey, Dickerson, Lindenbaum, Trainor, and Weintraub voting affirmatively for
the decision.

IV. REG 2024-02 (IMPLEMENTATION OF FOIA IMPROVEMENT ACT) - DRAFT
INTERIM FINAL RULE

Memorandum to the Commission dated April 11, 2024

Agenda Document No. 24-14-A (Draft A)

Chairman Cooksey recognized Ms. Sarah Peck, Ms. Joanna Waldstreicher,
and Ms. Amy Rothstein of the General Counsel’s Office. Ms. Waldstreicher
presented the matter.

Agenda Document No. 24-14-A is a draft interim final rule that would
revise the Commission’s regulations for responding to Freedom of Information
Act requests for certain records and documents. These changes are necessary
to conform Commission regulations to provisions of the FOIA Improvement Act
of 2016. The Commission welcome public comment on this final rule and may
address any comments received in a later rulemaking document.

Chairman Cooksey recognized Vice Chair Weintraub who
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MOVED to approve Agenda Document No. 24-14-A, as
recommended in the Memorandum to the Commission
dated April 11, 2024.

The motion carried by a vote of 6-0 with Commissioners Broussard,

Cooksey, Dickerson, Lindenbaum, Trainor, and Weintraub voting affirmatively for
the decision.

Chairman Cooksey recognized Ms. Marie Dixon of the Information Division
on her retirement and Ms. Christine McClarin on her departure from the agency.
He thanked both for their dedicated service to the Commission.

*kkkk%k

V. MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the
meeting adjourned at 10:16 A.M.
Signed:

Jom Sl

Sean J. Cooksey
Chairman of the Commission (2024)

Attest:
. . Digitally signed by Vicktoria
Vicktoria J Sy oneaRy
Date: 2025.08.18 16:53:50
Allen ordy

Vicktoria J. Allen
Deputy Secretary of the Commission
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Digitally signed by Laura
Laura E E Sinram
: Date: 2025.08.27 17:08:31
Sinram ordhy

Laura E. Sinram
Secretary and Clerk of the Commission
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