September 2024

Ms. Amy L. Rothstein

Assistant General Counsel for Policy
Federal Elections Commission
Washington, DC

Dear Assistant General Counsel Rothstein-—-

I am writing today on behalf of myself, as well as on behalf of any and all human beings living in the
United States who were not candidates for federal, state, or local office in the 2012, 2016, or 2020
election seasons. This message belatedly follows Federal Elections Commission (FEC) Notice 2016-
11, but responds timely to FEC Notice 2024-18.

The issue of creating some separation between Federal elections activities, state elections activities, and
local elections activities is of high importance to all human beings living in the United States, and an
issue 1 have been reviewing in an ongoing matter to understand what levers we might be able to use to
help stabilize United States elections at all three levels. We as humans and private citizens are living in
a system of governance which functionally values the monetary contributions of non-human legal
fictions more highly than it values the efforts and needs of human beings.. This in and of itself raises
concerns as to how our human rights are to be ensured.

Questions brought to light by Neil Reiff and Rachel Provencher on behalf of the Minnesota Democratic
Farmer Labor Party (MN-DFL) in June 2016 are valued as part of the conversation of how we as a
nation can ensure continued free, fair, and safe elections. From a process perspective, however, the
FEC did not have an efficient public comment process during 2016, such that the comment period did
not open for more than 111 days after first receipt of the Petition for Rulemaking, and the deadline for
comments occurred after a change in administration. Fortunately, the FEC's efficiency appears to have
improved this year, with the comment period opening less than 40 days after first receipt of the 2024
Petition for Rulemaking, and deadline for comments at least 30 days before election day. The FEC's
process improvement will at least provide a different sampling method to the federal government
regarding the same issues.

Regarding the specific items outlined in the 2024 request for comments:

First, using consistent legal definitions for any given regulatory context is generally more efficient, and
therefore preferred to help support U.S. citizens in understanding their rights and responsibilities.
Referring back to Item 4 in the public comment from Reiff & Provender dated January 30, 2017, the
example provided is not reasonably interpretable from the perspective of a voter interested in
supporting elections integrity. Any human spending, say, thirty percent of their compensated time on
state or local elections activity could still potentially be spending half of their compensated time on
federal elections activity. The mere fact of allocating a portion of time to state or local elections does
not imply absence of federal elections activity. Any changes the FEC proposes would need to be stated
more clearly than Reiff & Provender did.

Second, a plain-language reading of "voter registration activity” and "get out the vote activity" aids
interpretation. Longstanding MN-DFL members know what these activities are. Does the activity



relate to a candidate for federal office or an amendment to the U.S. Constitution? If sa, the FEC has
jurisdiction over the activity. A suggestion is that if over 30 min in any two-hour period is spent in
human interactions to ensure voter eligibility for, or go to the polls to vote in, a federal election, the
activity counts. The FEC could exclude itself from oversight in state and local elections in U.S. States
& Commonwealths demonstrating competent self-regulation. (State of Georgia failed the self-
oversight standard in its 2018 election cycle; State of Ohio also later failed the self-oversight standard).

Third, my volunteer experience in three separate federal elections and progressively decreasing
standard of living is a reminder the FEC must take action to prevent abuse of volunteer labor by
political parties. I refuse to support any changes in FEC regulatory standards which would result in
further enabling political parties and Political Action Committees to tangibly benefit from
uncompensated labor provided by persons with disabilities and/or persons who brought in/bring in less
than $39,000 in annual income during any thirty-six {36) month period during the present decade.

Thank you for your service to the People of the United States,

Ny e

Dr. Lindsey K. Tuominen
Sole Proprietor, L.K. Tuominen
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