
September 2024

Ms- Amy L. Rothstein
Assistant General Counsel for Policy
Federal Elections Cornrnission
Washington, W

Dear Assistant General Counsel Ro&stein-

I am writing today on behalf of rnyself, as well as on bebalf of any and all hurnaa beings living in the
United States who werc not candidates for federal, state, or local office in the 2fit2,2016, or 2020
election s€asons. This mtssage belatedly follows Federal Eleoions Commission (FEC) Notice 201G
11, but responds timely to FEC Notice 202+18-

The issue of creating some separuion benueen Federal elections acrivities, state elections activities, and
Iocal elections activities is of high importance to all human beings living in the United States, and an
issue I have been reviewing in an ongoing matter to underctand what levers we rnight be able to use to
help stabilize United States electlons at all three ]evels. We as hurnans and private citizens are living in
a systern of governance which functionally values the monetary cCIntributions of non-human legal
fictions more highly than it values the efforrs and needs of human beings,. This in and of itself raises
concerns as to how our human rights are to be ensured.

Questions brought to light by Neil Reiff and Rachei Provencher on behalf of the Minnesota Democratic
Farmer Labor Party (MN-DFL) in June 2016 are valued as part of the conversation of how v/e as a
nation can ensure continued free, fair, and safe elections. From a process perspective, however, the
FEC did not have an efficient prftlic comment process during 2016, such that the cornrnent period did
not open for more than 111 days after first receipt of the Petition for Rulerraking, and ttre deadline ftr
comm€nts occumed after a change in administration. Fornrnately, the FEC's efficiency appeas to have
irnproved this year, wirh the conunent period opening less than 40 days after first receipt of Se 2024
Petition for Rulemaking and deadline fon comments at least 30 days before election day. The FEC's
Process improvement will at least provide a different sampling method to the federal government
regarding the same issues.

Regarding the specific items outlined in the 2024 request for comments:

First, using consisteat legal definitions for any given regulatory context is generatrly mare efficient, and
therefore preferred to help snpprt U.S- citizens in uadersranding their rights and responsibfities-
Refening back to ltern 4 in the public roilrm€nt frCIm Reiff & Provender dated Jaouary' 30, 2017, dre
exarr,rple provided is not reasonably interpretable from the perspective of a voter interested in
supporring elections integrity. Any human spending say, thirty percent of their cstrIpensatd time on
state or local elections activity could still potentially be spending half of their compensated time on
federal elections aaivity" The mere fact of allocating a portion of time to state or local elections does
not imply absence of federal elections activity. Any changes the FEC proposes would need to be stated
more clearly &an Reiff & Provender did.

Second, a plain-language reading of "voter registration activity" and "get out the vote activity" aids
interpretation. Longstanding MN-DF[, members know what ttrese activities are- Does the activity



relate to a candidate for federal office or an emenrkr*ent to the U.S. Constitution? If sa, the FEC has
jurisdiction over the activity. Asuggestion is &at if ovrr 30 min in any two-hour period is spent in
human interactions to ensure voter eligibility for, or go to the polls to rrote in, a federal elertion, the
activity counfs. The FEC could exclude itself from oversight in state and local elections in U-S- States
& Commonwealths demonstratingcompeteilt self+egulation- (State of Georyia faited the self-
owrsig'kt sundad iir its 2018 electien cyde; State af Okio also later failed the self-oversigt* standard).

Third, my volunteer experience in three separate federal elections and progressively decreasing
standard of living is a reminder the FEC must take action to prevent abuse of volunteer labor by
political parties. I refuse to snpp$t any changes in FEC regulatory stafidards whlch would resuh in
further enabling political parties and Folitical Acrion Cammittees to tangibly benefit from
rmconnpensated Xabor provided by persons with disabilities and/or persons who brought in/brfug in less
&an $39,000 in annual income during any trirty-six (36) month period during the present decade"

Thank yau fcr your service to the Peaple of the United States.

X^,azT-
Dr. Lindsey K. Tuominen
Sole trroprietcr, L.K. Tuonninet
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