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2227 Icarus Drive 
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Novanbcr 9,1998 

Henderson, NV 89014 

Federal Election Commission 
Attention: Office of General Counsel 
WEStreet,NW 
Washington, D.C. 20463 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

I would like to request a formal inquiry into the campaign fundrasing activities of the 
Friends of Don Chairez for Congress Campaign Committee (FEC Iwt CW337352). My 
analysis of his FEC reports shows $27,000 in questionable campaign contributions. 

Don Chairez has accepted campaign contributions for the primary election after the 
September 1’‘ primary election. I understand that FEC  le^ allow for the receipt of 
primary contributions after the primary to retire debt incurred by the committee during 
the primary. However, Chairez reported zero debt on his FEC reports to date. In a recent 
Lus Vegus Sun article (copy included) Chairez’s campaign manager claimed $36,000 in 
primary debt. This is contrary to any of Chairez’s filings. 

In Chairez’s October Quarterly report he accepted $1750 for a single individual on 
September 11,1998, Chairez listed this as two separate contributions with $1000 coded 
as primary and the remainder coded as general. Further, in the October report, Chairez 
accepted $10,000 from both the Monday Morning PAC and the NFIB Safe T N S ~  on 
September 17*, and September 24* respectively. Acceptance of these PAC contributions 
exceeds the federal limit by $5000 each. I ask you to request that Chairez return these 
contributions as they were accepted in violation of FEC rules. Chairez also accepted . 
$1000 from the Henderson Police Officers Association. This organization is not 
registered with the FEC as a PAC. 

In Chairez’s Pre-general report Chslirez received at least eight, $2000 contributions, 
coding half as general and half as primary. In recent 48-hour notices, Chairez has 
accepted five, $2000 individual contributions well after the primary. In addition. Chairez 
received three contributions from local candidate committees, two state assembly 
committees, and the county reC0rde~’s committee. Each of these cornittees are not 
regulated by the FEC and are allowLxl to receive soft money contributions. I ask you to 



request documentation from Chairez indicating that these committees have enough 
campaign funds from federally permissible sources to cover these contributions. 

I also ask the commission to consider both what is listed and what is not. Chairez has 
shown NO expenditure for office space for his campaign headquarters. He has paid for 
phones and office supplies, but no expenditure for rent is listed. This could be a 
potentially huge illegal corporate conhibution. I ask the commission to require Chairez 
to provide proof of who is paying for his headquarters. 

I have included an itemization of Chairez’s questionable contributions with numerical 
references to his own FEC reports. Also, I have included copies of recent newspaper 
articles regarding this very subject. 

As a hdraiser, I work with FEC regulation everyday, I know the rules and Don Chairez 
knows the ruies. To date Chairez has returned $1050 in contributions, which exceeded 
the federal limits. FEC regulations are logical, reasonable, and easy to follow. Ignorance 
is NOT a valid excuse. 

I feel that the fundraising practices of the Friends of Don Chairez for Congress 
committee is abhorrent. Congress has passed laws establishing the FEC to write 
regulations and regulate federal campaigns to level the playing field so that issues and 
character, not mere money, is what gets people elected. I can’t believe a former judge 
would show such reckless disregard for federal law. Even more infuriating is that such a 
man wants to be a federal legislator. 

I urge the commission to carefully and thoroughly investigate the Friends of Don Chairez 
for Congress committee. I believe that the several items I have listed are only the tip of 
the proverbial iceberg. 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me directly at 

S t a t e  of Nevada 
County of C l a r k  

c 
S u b s c r i b e d  and Sworn t o  b e f o r e  m e  on November 10 ,  1998 b y  

f i ‘  n c 
John E .  De lap ,  111. -. 

( l  1, ,/&as 7 
g n a t u r e  of n o t a r i a l  o f f i ce r )  

M y  commission expires:  ,/iA,Joi 
I 
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SPORTS 

By Martin Kuz <martin@Iasveaassun.com > 
U S  VEGAS SUN 

As the fight for Nevada's 1 st Congressional District 
seat approaches the final bell, Democrat Shelley 
Berkley and Republican Don Chairez continue to 
trade verbal jabs. 

The latest round of sparring began after the Berkley 
camp sent out a news release earlier this week 
accusing Chairez of "campaign finance 
irregularities." Among the charges are that Chairez 
violated Federal Election Commission regulations 
by accepting donations designated for the primary 
election after Nevada's Sept. 1 primaries, and that 
several Chairez donors have exceeded contribution 
limits for the general-election cycle. 

The allegations require an understanding of the 
FEC's somewhat abstruse guidelines. According to 
the commission, candidates can accept 
contributions for their primary bids up until the day 
of the primary election. If candidates receive 
donations earmarked for the primary after that date, 
the money can only be used to retire a campaign's 
debt from the primary election. 

The FEC restricts contributions by individuals to 
$1,000 and political action committees to $5,000 for 
the primary election. and imposes the same ceiling 
for the general election. 

Copies of FEC reports provided by the Berkley 
campaign show that Chairez received roughly 
$20,000 in primary donations after Sept. 1. 

But Chairez campaign manager Bob Spretnak said 
the Republican emerged from the primary $36,000 
in the hole, and that the $20,000 has been used to 
cover the debt. The campaign is about $2,000 shy 
of paying off the debt entirely, he added. 

http://www. lasvegassun.comfsunbin/storieslarchives! I 998/0ct/28/507929457. html 
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Is0 said that no individuals or P 
exceeded the general-election contribution limit 
because they designated a portion of the money 
sent after Sept. 1 for the primary election. 

In dismissing the Berkley camp's charges as 
"nitpicky," Spretnak said the Democrat wants to 
steer voters away from comments she made last 
year suggesting that money buys political favors. 
Chairez has cited those remarks throughout his 
campaign in questioning Berkley's character. 

"Her strategy has been to try to show that every 
candidate is as ethically-challenged as she is. She's 
trying to divert attention from her own ethical 
problems," Spretnak said. 

Berkley spokesman Richard Urey portrayed the 
FEC reports as another example of Chairez's lax 
bookkeeping, noting Chairez's failure to pay $2,000 
in taxes on time in the mid-1980s. Urey pointed out 
that the FEC sent four letters to the Chairez 
campaign from August to October requesting 
amendments to his contribution and expenditure 
reports. 

"If you can't take care of the business of basic 
campaign finance forms, it's fair to conclude you 
can't take care of the more complex business of 
federal legislation," he said. 

Spretnak said Chairez has since complied with the 
FEC's requests. The filing of amended forms has 
become virtually routine in political campaigns, FEC 
spokesman Ian Stirton said. 

"It's not unusual for a campaign to get a request for 
additional information. That's how this process 
works,'' he said. 

Printable text version of this story 
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Itemized questionable Chairez Contributions 
Italics indicate contributions exceeding limits 
(“See #” Refers to Lines on Chairez’s FEC Reports) 

Name of 
Contributor 
Gary Vause 

Gary Vause 
(See #1) 

Monday Morning 
PAC 

Monday Morning 
PAC 
(See #2) 

NFJB Safe Trust 

NFIB Safe Trust 
(See #3) 
Lia h o l d  Roberts 

Lia Arnold Roberts 

Lia Arnold Roberts 
(See #4) 
Ernest Becker 

Ernest Becker 
(See #5) 
Virginia Richardson 

Virginia Richardson 
(see #6) 
Ralph Engelsted 

Ralph Engelsted 
(see #7) 

Date of 
Contribution 
9-1 1-98 

9-1 1-98 

9- 17-98 

9-1 7-98 

9-24-98 

9-24-98 

- 
10-2-98 

10-8-98 

10-20-98 

10-2-98 

10-2-98 

10-4-98 

10-4-98 

10-9-98 

10-9-98 

-- 
Amount 

$1000 

$750.00 

$5000 

$5000 

$5000 

$5000 

$500 

$100 

- 
$1500 
(SllOO) 
$ IO00 

$1 000 

$1000 

$1000 

$1000 

$1000 

Discrepancy 

Limit (must return 
$750.00 
Coded as primary, 
Received afler w Received after 
Primary Acceptance 
would exceed 
federal limit 

Received afler 

received after I 
Primary 
Coded as primary, 
Received afler 
primary 1 
Exceeds limit bv w Coded as primary, 
afler Drimarv I 
, would exceed 

received after 
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10-1-98 

10-1 -98 

10- 12-98 

10-1 2-98 

10- 12-98 

10-1 2-98 

10-13-98 
i;: ;-; 

s 1000 Coded as primary, 
Received after 
Primary 

exceed general limit 
$1000 Acceptance would 

!$ '1 000 Received after 
primary, coded as 
Primary 

$1000 Would Exceed 

$1000 Coded as primary, 
general limit 

received after 

$1000 Would exceed 

$1000 Coded as primary, 

Primary 

general limit 

received after 

Ramon Antoine 
DeSage 

Ramon Antoine 
DeSage 
(see #8) 
Marc Schorr 

10-3-98 

10-1 1-98 

9-12-98 

10-20-98 

8-10-98 

10-26-98 

Marc Schorr 
(See #9) 
William McBeath 

committee, 

$1000 Non- federal 
committee, possible 
soft money 

$50 Non-federal 
committee, possible 
soft money. 

- 

$3000 

$5000 Both Contributions 
($3000) received after 

$1 000 Not an independent 
Primary 

PAC, Need 
documentation to 
show that they are 
possibly affiliated 
with a federal PAC 

$2000 Received after 

William McBeath 
(See #lo) 
Robert Baldwin 

Robert Baldwin 
(See #I 1) 
Paul Lowden 
(See #I 2) 

Committee to Elect 
Barbara Cegavske 
(See #13) 
Committee to Elect 
Sandra Tiffany 
(see #14) 
Micki Johnson 
Campaign Account 
(See #IS) 
Building Our Bases 
PAC 
Building Our Bases 
PAC 
(see # 1 6) 
Henderson Police 
Officers Association 
(see #17) 

- 

Douglas Pool 

I I primary 
10-1 3-98 I $1000 I Acceptance would 

I 1 exceed limits 
10-14-98 I $1000 I Lowden Maxed 

with a $2000 I contribution on 7- 1 14-98 
10-3-98 I $ l O O  I Local Candidate 



7 Nasser, Ady 

10-22-98 

(see #20) ($1 000) received after 

$2000 Received after 
25000 Primary - 

1 (%1000) I Primary 
10-27-98 I$2000 I $IO00 over limit, 

I (%1000) 
10-22-98 I Received after 
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REPORT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 

STATE I DlSTWCT 
NvIi 

9 120 
08119H 998 16 : A0 

1. FSC 8)EMTIFffiATKIN HUMBSR 
QXlMM2 

SUMMARY 
COLUMN A COLUMN B 
TbI6 PI)flQd CalmUPf Yaara-IglB 5. Cwcrinppsriod 0710Vl95.3 Rrmpb 0011211990 . 

name I 41148.10 I 

ow1 711 9% I OPtc 
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SCHEDULE A ITEMIZED RECEIPTS u s  vpsalr ~ k d n y $ )  
fw emcn mtqwy s u n  
Dctaled Sunnvy Pngr 

6 I 17 

FOR LINE WUMBEF 
..AI 

I -  

I L- 

Mi. h s R .  J U ~ B  I P.O.Bax9167 

SUBTOTALSof Receipts This Page (m) ..................................................................................... 

TQTALS This Period (last pagethir line number only) ........................................................................... 

wcuni or Eam 
Rereid ttis Period 

1acc.w 

h a r n l  d 6 d 1  
Rsreipl Itis Period 

1OW.00 

Amcunl 01 €&I 
Rscsiulttir Psiiod 

iOpo.00 

Pnarnl d Ebd~ 
AscsW tti5Pe1iod 

5w M 

http://herndonl .sdrdc.com/cgi-bidfecimg 1 012 1 /98 
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SCHEDULE A 

FOR LHE tUWMBE 

ReceM lti8 Pcriod I %% I 1y1.00 

..................................................................................... 
~~~~~~~ 

=ThhPe& OasGe this line m b e r  &) .......................................................................... 
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P.O. 8ca W 9 7  
Mndm VA 2221&1097 

SUBTOTALSd Rewip(s Thb Page (Optimal) ..................................................................................... 

TOTALS This Period (lad  pa^-^ this lin@ rnunber wdy) ........................................................................... 
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SCHEDULE A ITEMIZED RECEIPTS 12 I V  

FOR LiNEIIIIMBE 
1lP 

h n t  d Esdr 

s0m.m 
RbCalpl INS PRllW 

h W l t  d E8dl 
RccsidUis Pcriod 

5000.04 

~~ 

T W i S  This Period (last page this line m b e r  wdyj ......... _.... ..... ._... ..... ..._. ..... ..... ._... ..... ..... ..... ...., ,,... . I ~ 61241.60 
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SCHEDULE A 

Mn. RII GYCII Menaoa 3U 
simw. ose laMI1M 

Lns Vepa5 Nv u102 o x w ~  
Resdd Fv: U P I h l n  UGmd u t a m y  

SUBTOTALSd Receipk This Page (0pti-J ..................................................................................... 
n ma lsmM : cQgrspltsY€ur-lc+DBs > s 2m.w 

TOTALS This M o d  (lane pagc this line RPnber only) ........................................................................... I 
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48 HOUR NOTICE OF 
CONTRIBUTIOMSROANS RECEIVED 
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FEC FORM 6 
[I 1&3) 
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SCHEDULE A 

Arrrmnt or u ~ h  
Receipl ltir Riiod 

1ooO.W 

hwnl  d Ewh 
Reeeipl Itis P a i d  

iowm 

Rmwat of €ash 
Reccipl  tis Period 

1opo.w 

AmurtorM 
Rcccd Uis Period 

500.00 

SWBTOTALSd Receids This Pase Wonall ..................................................................................... 

TOTALS This Rricd (last page this line number only) ........................................................................... 
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FOR LHE tIUMBEI 

P.O.BaZlbD 
Houdon TX 17252-2l80 I 
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