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RECBVED 
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 

OCTOBER 16, 2024 4:00 PM 

OFRCEOFGIMJW.COINIEI. 
BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION OF THE UNITED ST A1ES OF Al'vfERICA 

In the Matter of: 

Angela Alsobrooks 
Alsobrooks for Senate 
Jay Petterson, Treasurer MURNo. _ _ 

COMPLAINT 

1. Complainant brings this complaint before the Federal Election Commission ("FEC" or 
"Commission') seeking an immediate investigation and enforcement action against Prince George's 
County E."'i:ecutive Angela Alsobrooks, Alsobrooks for Senate, and Jay Petterson as Treasurer 
('Committee") for violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act ('FECA" or "Act"). 

2. This complaint is filed pursuant to 52 U.S.C. § 30109(a) (1) and is based on information providing 
reason to believe that: 

3. Respondents have violated 52 U.S.C. § 30125(e)(t) and 11 C.F.R § 300.61 by using state/local 
campaign funds - which are not subject to federal limitations, prohibitions, and reporting 
requirements of FECA- in connection with an election for federal office. 

STATEMENT OF THE LAW 

4. Pursuant to 52 U .S.C. § 30125(e)(l) and 11 C.F.R. § 300.61, candidates for federal office are 
prohibited from soliciting, receiving. directing, transfeaing, spending. or disbursing funds in 
connection with a campaign for federal office unless those funds are subject to the limitations, 
prohibitions, and reporting requirements of FECA. 

STATEMENT Of FACTS 

5. On May 9, 2023, Prince George's County E."'i:ecutive Angela Alsobrooks announced her bid for 
Maryland's U.S. Senate seat.I She filed a Statement of Organization for her principal campaign 
committee, Alsobrooks for Senate, with the FEC on May 9, 2023.2 

6. Ms. Alsobrooks currently maintains a Maryland state-level campaign committee called "Friends of 
Angela Alsobrooks." She has used this committee in her previous campaigns for State's Attorney, as 
well as in campaigns for her current office, Prince George's County Executive. Her CUII"ent position 
as County Exerutive is term-limited and expires in December 2026.3 

7. In her 2024 Annual Campaign Statement for her state committee - which covers the 2023 calendar 
year - Ms. Alsobrooks reported making significant disbursements beginning in June 2023 for 
fundraising expenses, aftershe announced her campaign for U.S. Senate. Ms. Alsobrooks' tenn­
limited County Executive position was not on the ballot in 2023, and Ms. Alsobrooks has not 
announced any campaign for another Maryland state or local office.• 

8. These state-level "fundraising expenses" disbursements were made to Rice Consulting, a company 
that bills itself as ''1-faryland's Top Fundraising Firm for Democrats and Organizations."5 

1 Brian \'(~tte, Top :Maiylaud Collllty Leader Abobtooks 'Running fot t:S Semo,. A:;1891(Sd Press (),fay 9, 2023). 
2 Alsobtooks fot S.Uate. Slftgpq,tof Orqgq,,tiop (Ftled May 9, 2023). 
':M:uylaad Campaign Reportiogloforuutioo System, Candidate Commitaee Regjstt2tioo lo&xmatioo. forwb gf Aqgd• OlwJxoot, (Aa:esled)uoe 
12, 2024) (Note: Showing the establisluneut of tbe Committee on Apt. 10, 2009, its use fot !\Is. Alsobtooks State's Altomey and Collllty Esecoove 
amp,igos, and its cue.cent ,,led starus •• "Active''); County Code of Prince Geotge's, l\lai)iaud Sectiou 3-307.-\ (2019}. 
• itaryland Catnpaigu Rcpo.cting Jnfotm.ation System, Ou1didatt- Committ.et" Rtgistration Iufonmtion, frislda ofdoecla A);pbrogk§ Filing 
Llfoanation, Electiou Cycle, 2023.2026, 2024 Amtual (filed Jan. 16, 2024} (AccesS<ed June 12, 2024) (Note: Showing the estab~sluneut of the 
Committee on Apr. 10, 2009 it< current listed status as "Active." N>d bistory o( L-elenJtt disbtllseaxuts). 
• U.; Rice Coosultin!'-Wb9 W,; av 'Accessed June 12, 2024). 
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9. In total, nearly $18,000 in disbursements to Rice Consulting appear under the "Fundraising 
Expenses" section of Ms. Alsobrooks' state report from June to October 2023. All of these 
disbursements occurred eftershe became a candidate for U.S. Senate in l\,fay 2023.6 

....... Expenditures 
V - Fundraising Expenses 

(see schedules 1A and 18 for other types of Income) 

06/22/2023 Check Rice Consulting $15,397.35 
17 West Courtland Street, 
Suite 210, Bel Air, Maryland 
21014 

06/22/2023 Check Rice Consulting 
17 West Courtland Street, 

$1,163.57 

Suite 210, Bel Air, Maryland 
21014 

06/22/2023 Check Rice Consulting 
17 West Courtland Street, 

$350.00 

Suite 210, Bel Air, Maryland 
21014 

10/02/2023 Electronic Rice Consulting $925.00 
Check 17 West Courtland Street, 

Suite 210, Bel Air, Maryland 
21014 

10. Ms. Alsobrooks' state-level campaign reported raising only $560 for all of 2023. While there is scant, 
if not zero evidence, of any state-level fundraising events held in 2023, publicly available information 
reveals that Ms. Alsobrooks held at least seven federal fundraising events in May and June 2023. These 
include an EMILY s Lst fundraiser in New York City that occurred before Ms. Alsobrooks filed as a 
federal candidate, as well as a private Georgetown gathering hosted by Washington, D.C., l\,fayor 
Muriel Bowser on June 22, 2023. On the same date, -June 22, 2023 - Ms. Alsobrooks' state 
campaign committee paid Rice Consulting nearly $17,000 for fundraising expenses. Additionally, five 
more fundraisers in support of Angela Alsobrooks' U.S. Senate campaign, all occurring in June 2023, 
appear directly on Rice Consulting's events page.7 

11. The only disbursements made by Ms. Alsobrooks' committees during this period that could be 
construed or categorized as "fundraising expenses" appear on Ms. Alsobrooks' state-level campaign 
committee reports. 1n fact, a search of the FEC database indicates that Alsobrooks for Senate did not 
make a single disbursement for "fundraising" until June 30, 2023, and only after hundreds of 
thousands of dollars had been raised in support of her U.S. Senate campaign.a 

CAUSE OF ACTION 

6 J\faryland Campaign Reporting Information System, Cru1didate Committee Registration Information, Friends of Angrla Alsobrooks, Filing 
lnfonnation, Election Cycle, 2023-2026, 2024 Annual (Filed Jan. 16, 2024) (Accessed June 12, 2024); Witte, fltpm note 1. 
7 �Iai11!and Campaign Reporting Info1n1ation System, Can&date Conmllttee Registration L'lfonnatiou, Friends of Angela Alsobrooks, Filing 
Infom1atiou, Election Cycle, 2023-2026, 2024 Annual (Filed Jan. 16, 2024) (Accessed June 12, 2024): Exhibit A; Zachary Basu, A.-cios Sneak Peek: 
llla.tylaud's Wide Open Senate Race,� (i\Iay 1, 2023); Tom Sheiwood, Shaken and Stirred: Bowser's lnuer Circle Amid Falcicch.io Fallout, 
Washington Cjty Paper Qune 26, 2023); Alsobrooks for Senate. Statement of Oq:anization (Filed May 9, 2023); �; � �; 
�; fuhiME;�. 
8 llla1Tland Campaign Reporting Information System, Candidate Committee Registration Information, Friends of Angela Alsobrooks, Filing 
Infom1ation, Election Cycle, 2023 2026, 2024 Annual (Filed Jan. 16, 2024) (Accessed June 12, 2024); Federal Election Commission, Alsobrooks for 
Senate, Disbursements, 2023-2024, "Fundraisjng" (2023 2024); "Prince George's County E.�ecutive Angela .Alsobrooks Raised SJ .6 llIillion L,st 
Quru:ter for Her Maryland Senate Bid.," £Qlitim Oune 30, 2023): Exhibit A; E;shibitll; .E.lilii!2iti:; .E.iwibiill; � �; .Exhihit..G. 
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AGAINST RESPONDENTS ANGELA ALSOBROOKS AND COMMITTEE 

Prohibited Use ofNonfederal Funds in Connection with a Campaign {gr Federal Office in Violation 
of 52 u,s,c $ 3Qt25(s:.)(1) and 11 C,f,R, $ 300.61 

12. After Ms. Alsobrooks filed her Statement of Organization with d1e FEC on May 9, 2023- and after 
she held multiple fundraising events in support of her candidacy for U.S. Senate - her state-level 
campaign committee, Friends of Angela Alsobrooks, disbursed nearly $18,000 for what appears to be 
fundraising expenses in support of her campaign for federal office.' lbese substantial fundraising 
expenses indicate that Ms. Alsobrooks' state-level campaign committee was used illicitly to kick-start 
and then finance her federal campaign for U.S. Senate in its burgeoning stages. The absence of any 
disbursements for fundraising expenses from her federal campaign committee for nearly the first two 
months of that federal campaign - even though it reported raising substantial sums - further 
strengthens the possibility of this financial malfeasance, and is strong evidence of the impermissible 
use of nonfederal funds.to 

13. By using her state campaign committee - Friends of Angela Alsobrooks - for the purpose of making 
expenditures in support of her federal campaign for U.S. Senate, Angela Alsobrooks, Alsobrooks for 
Senate, and Jay Petterson - in his capacity as Treasurer - evaded the limitations, prohibitions, and 
reporting requirements ofFECA in violation of 52 U.S.C. § 30125(e)(1) and 11 C.F.R. § 300.61. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

14. Wherefore, the Commission should find reason to believe that Angela Alsobrooks, Alsobrooks for 
Senate, and Jay Petterson - in his capacity as Treasurer - violated 52 U.S.C. § 30125(e)(1) and 11 
C.F.R. § 300.61 and conduct an immediate investigation under 52 U.S.C. § 30109(a)(2). The 
Commission should determine and impose appropriate sanctions for any and all violations. 
Furthermore, the Commission should enjoin respondents from any future violations, and impose any 
necessary and appropriate remedies to ensure respondents' future compliance with FECA. 

June 12, 2024 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Caitlin Sutherland, Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust 
107 South West Street, Suite 442 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

• Sr,pm, note 2; ~ : !}:dtibit B; labiliiU;; ~ ~ ~~ M11.yland Campa.igu Reporting lnfoanatioo System, 
Candidate U>mmitt~e Rtgistntioo Ioformak>n Erin1ds pf OnecJe d:lu:R:aoi, Filing la.form.atiou, Election Cycle. 2023-2026, 2024 Annual (Filt-d Jan. 
16, 3l24) (Ace~ June 12, 2024). 
"'feder:al El«tiou Commission, Al,obcoob fut Senate. Disbuesements, 2023 2024, "6tw1Pi1iFJC 12023.2024). 
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VERIFICATION 

15. The complainants listed below hereby verify that the statements made in the attached Complaint are, 
upon their information and belief, true. 

City of Alexandria 
Commonwealth of Virginia 

For Complainant "Americans for Public Trust" 

Caitlin Sutherland 

The foregoing instrument was subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of.June 2024 by Caitlin 
Sutherland. 

~ 
Notary Public 

Notary registration number: r:7 f J>)IO 

My commission expires: 
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Judith Gelman 
@judygelman 

EXHIBIT A 

angela Alsobrooks is doing fundraiser in NYC w Emily's list 

6:28 PM· May 1, 2023 • 129 Views 

Judith Gdman, Il!:Jwl (May 1, 2023) 

,6 TcmSh~wood 

- @t omsherwood 

#News - Mayor Muriel Bowser hosted a private Georgetown fundraiser 
Tn.irsday nightforPrGeorge's Executive Angela Alsobrooks. who's 
running for the US Senatefrom Maryland. Sources say thefundraiserat 
the Washington Harbor home of Rusty & Mimsy Lindner raised 
$125,000. @wcp 

8:41 PM• Jun23,2023 • 11K Views 

Tom Shecwood, T"';""r IJ,u,c 23, 2023) 

EXHIBITB 

,..,... 

MM 

P.u!I« t:-,Act81 .... ;ac11,w..,.,., _r,ot_bj>_,,, _or.,.,cid-•-• 

Cailffb.,hQ,~ ::1g'tlS tO -.C-t9lwas ut notd«t...St:ilo a~ c.on~ •,r Fcidctr..i ~ta ~.-ooMs-

~la ,\,lsobrooks for U.S. Set121c,Join U, Juoe 17th in Supp01.1 of Angela ,\lsobcooks for Senate, boes:J•Alsobroob for l' S. Sa!flt·A&tRluc (JU11e 
17,20?..3) 
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EXHIBITC 
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Pot:f !:r ty Ae~BtWI;! 1.Wbl!.a~ OC:f'I\) ~nd f\::l '01(;.~<t: od by~,• c.a.,difalet ct c~ "":ddi1!.0'-s. CQMrn.tco 

CoN:nbt.ri.:ru « !]""1" ~ Ad~ ~ut ~t ~&dv,-Olo AS. eh.>.r:~t-•~ :.::r.tr,b~t10ftS ·-:.r f:cd,tnd ,r..:omo UIA pJ:i.QS,U 

Angela Alsobrooks for US. Scuate,.Join Us June 24th in Support of Angela Alsobrooks for Senate, Angela Alsobrooks for U.S. Senat<'-ActBlne Quoe 
24,2023) 
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Aogd.a Ahob,:ool:a tO~L" s. Scnntc-,Jo1,\ Us Ju,\C 27th i.o. SuppOd of A,15elAAl~ob,,:oola fo.: Se-.~,~- ¼0ttla ➔h:tisools, fo, t ~ § &oels d:stBh1e (lUoe, 

27, 2023) 
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EXHIBITE 
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Angda ,\Jsobrooks for U.S. Seuate,Jai.o Us Juue 28th in Support of Augda ,\Jsobrooks foi- Senate, c\OfAA Alsobrooks for US. Ses•Je-ActBjus; (June 
28, 2023) 
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EXHIBITF 

Angela AISOl>rooks tor Senate 

flilllMli,f,.,.., .. _ ... ", .. 

♦OOIOi>f-M 
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Allgeb, Alsobrooks foi: U.S. Senatt,Join Us June 29th iu Support of Angela Alsobrooks fo( Sci1ate, A,1g,:la Ohgbcook:i for U S SstP.lt:ActBlue Qu,,c 
29, 2023) 
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EXHIBITG 

Rice Consuling. Please Join Us £01 A Reception Hosted by Ste,·e & Dia,,., Pioctor in Support of .Angeb Alsobtooks, Ponce Geocge's County 
fuecuti~e & De1nocu1tic Candidate for U.S. Senate in itaL)·lancL lntemrt ,-\rdJ.we Wayback :\fadPuclJune 17, 2023; Archi~ted June 9, 2023); Rice 

Consulting, Please Join Us for A Reception Hosted by Justin Ross in Suppoct of Angela .~lsobrooks, Prince GeOLge's County &ecuti:.-e & Demxrotic 
Candidate for CS. Senate in l\Iarylaud, Jo\CWCI Archjys; Wayb@s:1; Naroio• (lune 24, 2023; Archin,d June 9, 2023); Rice Consulting, Please _loin Us fa: 

.\ Reception in Suppo1t of Angela .Alsobrooks, Prince George's Cotmty E:<rcuti\'e & Demociatic Candidate for U.S. Senate in M•.cybnd, ~ 
Aq;lure Wu•bacl; )\locbio• (lune 27, 2023; .Arclu.,•edJune 9, 2023); luce Consulting, Please.Join Us tor .A Reception Hosted by Tom Graham in 

Support of Angela Alsobrooks, Princ,e Gcol'ge's Cow\ty Esecutive & Demxtabc Candidate fol' U.S. Seu.ate juh.la1.-ybnd, [ntrroct 1:\rclt.ivc; Way\J!ck 
~ (Jme 28, 2023; :\rchi,•ed J,uie 9, 2023); Rice Coi1s,~tin.g. Please Join Cs for A Reception Hosted By l:lbnerda Riddick in S,wcrt of Angela 
Alsobrooks, Prince Geocge's Counry &ecuti,~ & Democratic Candidate for U.S. Senate in b.!ai.Jta1cl IPtctnst Arr:hitt \Vm·b@ck bfadUoe (rune 29, 

2023; .Archi,..,d Jlliie 9, 2023) 
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