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D I I I I | I I O N 2121 Eisenhower Avenue, Suite 608

Alexandria, Virginia 22314
— AW GROUP INC.

September 6, 2024
Lisa J. Stevenson
Acting General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1050 First Street, NE
Washington, DC 20463

VIA EMAIL: cela@fec.gov

RE: MUR 8289 — Response of Donald J. Trump for President 2024, Inc., and
Bradley Crate, in his official capacity as Treasurer

Dear Ms. Stevenson:
The Complaint in this matter is frivolous and should be summarily dismissed.

First and foremost, the Complaint makes no allegations against Donald J. Trump for
President 2024, Inc. (the “Campaign”). To the contrary, the Complaint itself states that it “cannot
determine, and so does not allege, that the misconduct described herein has been or is being
committed by the Trump Campaign itself, or even with its knowledge”! and that it “does not allege
that the Trump Campaign is responsible, directly or indirectly, for the misconduct described
therein.”? This concession is dispositive. If the Complainant has no reason to believe the Campaign
did anything wrong, then neither does the Commission.

The Complaint 1s right to be skeptical of the Campaign’s involvement in this matter. The
Complaint’s concern is that the domain names “westabdullah2024.com,” “westabdullah.org,” and
“westabdullah2024.org” (collectively, the “westabdullah” domain names) allegedly redirect to
“www.donaldjtrump.com.” But there is no indication that the Campaign owns or controls the
“westabudullah” domain names. To the contrary, the Campaign’s web hosting vendor has
confirmed that it has not purchased these domains on behalf of the Campaign nor are these domains
in the account it accesses on behalf of the Campaign.

! Compl. at q 3 (emphasis added). The Complaint further states “Indeed. if would be speculative even to presume that
the misconduct described herein is necessarily imputable to any supporter of the Trump Campaign.” /d. (emphasis
added).

2 Compl. at § 8.

3 As of September 6, 2024, this allegation is no longer true. The address “westabdullah2024.com” appears to generate
a 404 error. The address “westabdullah2024.0org” appears to redirect to a GoDaddy page. The address
“westabdullah.org”™ appears to redirect to a Winred fundraising page for the Trump National Committee JFC Inc.
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The Complaint claims that redirection of these domain names to “DonaldJTrump.com”
constitutes a fraudulent misrepresentation of campaign authority. As the Commission has
previously stated, “a fraudulent misrepresentation requires intent to deceive.”* Put slightly
differently by at least one district court, “a representation is fraudulent if it was reasonably
calculated to deceive persons of ordinary prudence and comprehension.”?

At no point does the Campaign or anyone associated with it purport to speak on behalf of
Mr. West or his campaign.

There can be no requisite intent if the Campaign does not own or control the relevant
domain names. After all, how can the campaign deceive anyone if it does not control where the
domain names direct?

The record further shows there is no intention to deceive. “DonaldJTrump.com” plainly
represents that it speaks on behalf of President Trump. To wit, it has a proper FEC disclaimer,
stating “Paid for by Donald J. Trump for President 2024, Inc.,” includes multiple photos and quotes
from President Trump, and features a Trump-Vance logo at the top. Any person of “ordinary
prudence and comprehension” would understand that the website speaks on behalf of the
Campaign, not the Complainant.®

The crux of the Complaint is concern about the use of a candidate’s name in a web address.
The Commission has a regulation on the books concerning the use of a candidate’s name.” It was
previously applied to websites.® But the Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit found that that
regulation was not narrowly tailored and could not withstand constitutional scrutiny,” and that
regulation was subsequently declared unconstitutional and permanently enjoined. ! The
Commission has not adopted a properly tailored replacement regulation. Having failed to do so,
the Commission cannot now adopt a more restrictive rule sub silento through the enforcement
process.

The West Campaign failed to do the basic blocking and tackling of running a federal
campaign by failing to secure internet domains they would prefer to own. Their failure is not a

4 See MUR 3690 (National Republican Congressional Committee), Factual & Legal Analysis at 4.
5 FEC v. Novacek, 739 F.Supp.2d 957, 961 (N.D. Tex. 2010).

® The same arguments apply to the Winred page for the Trump National Committee JFC, Inc.: it has a proper
disclaimer, prominently features a Trump-Vance logo, and includes pictures and messages from President Trump. No
person of ordinary prudence would believe this website is connected to Cornel West for President, rather than the
Trump National Committee JFC Inc.

7 See 11 C.F.R. § 102.14. On its face, this regulation only applies to unauthorized committees. Thus, by its plain terms,
it would be inapplicable to the Campaign.

8 See Advisory Opinion 2015-04 (Collective Actions PAC).
® See Pursuing America’s Greatness v. FEC, 831 F.3d 500 (D.C. Cir. 2016).

10 Pursuing America’s Greatness v. FEC, 363 F. Supp. 3d 94 (D.D.C. 2019).
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campaign finance violation by the Campaign or anyone else. The Complaint should be dismissed
immediately.

Respectfully submitted,

Gary M. Lawkowski
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