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The Complaint claims that redirection of these domain names to “DonaldJTrump.com” 
constitutes a fraudulent misrepresentation of campaign authority. As the Commission has 
previously stated, “a fraudulent misrepresentation requires intent to deceive.” 4  Put slightly 
differently by at least one district court, “a representation is fraudulent if it was reasonably 
calculated to deceive persons of ordinary prudence and comprehension.”5 

At no point does the Campaign or anyone associated with it purport to speak on behalf of 
Mr. West or his campaign.  

There can be no requisite intent if the Campaign does not own or control the relevant 
domain names. After all, how can the campaign deceive anyone if it does not control where the 
domain names direct? 

The record further shows there is no intention to deceive. “DonaldJTrump.com” plainly 
represents that it speaks on behalf of President Trump. To wit, it has a proper FEC disclaimer, 
stating “Paid for by Donald J. Trump for President 2024, Inc.,” includes multiple photos and quotes 
from President Trump, and features a Trump-Vance logo at the top. Any person of “ordinary 
prudence and comprehension” would understand that the website speaks on behalf of the 
Campaign, not the Complainant.6 

The crux of the Complaint is concern about the use of a candidate’s name in a web address. 
The Commission has a regulation on the books concerning the use of a candidate’s name.7 It was 
previously applied to websites.8 But the Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit found that that 
regulation was not narrowly tailored and could not withstand constitutional scrutiny,9 and that 
regulation was subsequently declared unconstitutional and permanently enjoined. 10  The 
Commission has not adopted a properly tailored replacement regulation. Having failed to do so, 
the Commission cannot now adopt a more restrictive rule sub silento through the enforcement 
process. 

The West Campaign failed to do the basic blocking and tackling of running a federal 
campaign by failing to secure internet domains they would prefer to own. Their failure is not a 

4 See MUR 3690 (National Republican Congressional Committee), Factual & Legal Analysis at 4. 

5 FEC v. Novacek, 739 F.Supp.2d 957, 961 (N.D. Tex. 2010). 

6 The same arguments apply to the Winred page for the Trump National Committee JFC, Inc.: it has a proper 
disclaimer, prominently features a Trump-Vance logo, and includes pictures and messages from President Trump. No 
person of ordinary prudence would believe this website is connected to Cornel West for President, rather than the 
Trump National Committee JFC Inc. 

7 See 11 C.F.R. § 102.14. On its face, this regulation only applies to unauthorized committees. Thus, by its plain terms, 
it would be inapplicable to the Campaign. 

8 See Advisory Opinion 2015-04 (Collective Actions PAC). 

9 See Pursuing America’s Greatness v. FEC, 831 F.3d 500 (D.C. Cir. 2016). 

10 Pursuing America’s Greatness v. FEC, 363 F. Supp. 3d 94 (D.D.C. 2019). 

A CALIFORNIA PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION WITH OFFICES IN 
SAN FRANCISCO | NEWPORT BEACH | WASHINGTON, D.C.-ALEXANDRIA | NEWARK-NEW YORK | WEST PALM BEACH 

MUR828900024

https://F.Supp.2d
https://DonaldJTrump.com
https://DonaldJTrump.com


 
 

   
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

   
 

 
 

 

Response of Donald J. Trump for President 2024, Inc. 
Page 3 of 3 

campaign finance violation by the Campaign or anyone else. The Complaint should be dismissed 
immediately. 

Respectfully submitted, 

      Gary  M.  Lawkowski  
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