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FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Charlene Nijmeh is the chairwoman of the Muwekma-Ohlone tribe. On or about October
30, 2023, she filed a statement of candidacy as a candidate for Congress in California’s 18™
Congressional District.! On the same day, she established Charlene for Congress 2024 (the

“Committee”) to serve as her principal campaign committee.?

According to a recent press report, Nijmeh’s campaign has been working with Matt
Ricchiazzi, a political consultant who has identified himself as Nijmeh’s “chief of staff.”
Ricchiazzi has also, by his own admission, served as a “volunteer” for Nijmeh’s campaign.*
According to that report, Ricchiazzi is responsible for the production and distribution of a fake
newspaper, called “The South Bay Chronicle,” that was distributed to the homes of voters across
the 18" Congressional District in February 2024.> A copy of that publication is attached as

Exhibit B.

While the publication resembles a traditional newspaper in appearance, it is anything but.
The publication states that it is the “Election Edition,” but reporting indicates that the publication
has not previously been distributed, making it the only “edition of the publication that has been

distributed to date.® Unlike a traditional newspaper, this newspaper does not include a

! See Statement of Candidacy, Charlene Concepcion Nijmeh, available at https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-
bin/forms/H4CA18136/1733988/.

2 See Statement of Organization, Charlene for Congress 2024, available at https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-
bin/forms/C00855056/1733980/.

* Ramona Giargis, Silicon Valley congressional candidate tied to fake newspaper, San Jose Spotlight
(Feb. 12, 2024), available at hitps://sanjosespotlight.com/silicon-valley-congressional-candidate-
charlene-nijmeh-tied-to-fake-newspaper-misinformation-zoe-lofgren-election-
2024/#:~:text=News%?20articles%20in%20a%20publication,Screenshot. A copy of the article is provided
as Exhibit A.

‘Id.

SId.

®Id.
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“masthead” that lists the publisher, editor or contact information for the publication.” A search
for the name “The South Bay Chronicle” on the California Secretary of State’s website does not
identify any corporation or business entity with that name.® Nearly every page of the 24-page
publication promotes the election of Nijmeh, levies fake and outlandish attacks on her opponent,
incumbent Representative Zoe Lofgren (such as accusing her of “transgendering” minors and
enabling global sex trafficking), or does both. The paper includes multiple instances of express
advocacy — including endorsements of Nijmeh and photos of her campaign signs — but does not
identify who paid for it. Ricchiazzi has admitted that the campaign did not pay him to produce
the newspaper.” According to Nijmeh, Ricchiazzi asked her if he could publish articles about the

campaign, and she assented, telling him that he could.!®

In order to make the publication appear like a legitimate newspaper, the newspaper
includes what appear to be advertisements paid for by sponsors. However, this is a sham.
Multiple entities who are identified by the publication, seemingly as advertisers, have indicated
that they have never heard of the publication and have denied placing advertisements in the

publication.'!

This is not the first fake newspaper that Ricchiazzi has sponsored. Ricchiazzi has

sponsored other political advertisements masquerading as “journalism,” including the “San

Franciso Inquirer.”'?

Id.

® Business Search, California Secretary of State, at https://bizfileonline.sos.ca.gov/search/business (last
visited April 22, 2024).

® Exhibit A.
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Respondents’ violations do not end there. Ricchiazzi is identified as the payor on a
mailer that was distributed on or about February 28 and that invokes political operative Roger
Stone and urges Republican voters to vote for Nijmeh. A copy of that mailer (the “Stone
Mailer”) is attached as Exhibit C. However, the Committee has not reported receiving an in-
kind from Ricchiazzi for the Stone Mailer, nor is there any record of Ricchiazzi filing an

independent expenditure report with the Commission for the Stone Mailer.

Further, Nijmeh’s campaign seems to have distributed mailers that have not been
reported and that lack require disclaimers. Two mailers that were distributed by the Committee
indicate that they were “Paid for by Charlene for Congress 2024” and include a return address
for “Charlene for Congress 2024, 18 South 2™ Street, San Jose, CA 95113.” A copy of these
mailers are attached as Exhibit D. However, another two mailers, attached as Exhibit E, bear
the same return address but do not indicate who paid for it. And the Committee’s 2024 April
quarterly report identifies that the Committee incurred debt for mailers, but they identify Nijmeh

as the party to whom the debt is owed, rather than the vendor for those mailers, in violation of

Commission policy.
LEGAL ANALYSIS

L The South Bay Chronicle publication violates the Act’s contribution limits,
reporting requirements and disclaimer requirements.
a. The South Bay Chronicle is a coordinated communication.

Under Commission regulations, a communication will be considered a coordinated

communication and, therefore, an in-kind contribution to a candidate if (1) it is paid for by a
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person other than a candidate or a political party committee, (2) it contains certain conduct, and
(3) it follows certain conduct.!* The South Bay Chronicle plainly meets this three-part test.

First, as Ricchiazzi has admitted to the press, neither Nijmeh nor the Committee paid for
the communication. Ricchiazzi has taken responsibility for the publication and either he, or a
business entity with whom he is associated, paid for the publication. Therefore, the first prong is
met.

Second, the South Bay Chronicle contains the type of content that would qualify it as a
coordinated communication. “Newspapers” and “magazines” are considered “public
communications” under Commission regulations.!* And this communication expressly
advocates for Nijmeh’s election (by containing endorsements of her candidacy and republishing
her campaign signs in photographs); contains the functional equivalent of express advocacy in its
extended, repeated, and outlandish attacks on Congresswoman Lofgren'’; and identifies both
Nijmeh and Congresswoman Lofgren in a communication that was distributed to their electorate
during the 90 days before the March 5 primary election.'® Accordingly, the second prong is met.

Third, there is ample evidence that multiple conduct prongs have been met. Ricchiazzi
has admitted to the press that he is a volunteer for the Committee; he also self-identifies as

Nijmeh’s chief of staff. Accordingly, he is an agent of Nijmeh. As such, he was materially

311 CFR. §109.21(a).

" Id. § 100.26.

13 See Citizens United v. FEC, 558 U.S. 310, 325 (2010) (finding that Hillary: the Movie, was the
equivalent of express advocacy: “In light of historical footage, interviews with persons critical of her, and
voiceover narration, the film would be understood by most viewers as an extended criticism of Senator
Clinton's character and her fitness for the office of the Presidency. The narrative may contain more
suggestions and arguments than facts, but there is little doubt that the thesis of the film is that she is unfit
for the Presidency.”).

'®11 CFR. § 109.21(c)(3), (4)(i), (5).
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involved in the creation and distribution of the sham publication; he has taken credit for
authoring it and distributing it.!”

Even if the Commission determines that Ricchiazzi is not an agent of Nijmeh, the
conduct prong would still be met. According to the candidate herself, Ricchiazzi asked Nijmeh
if he could distribute articles about her, and she provided her approval to do so. Thus, Nijmeh
assented to the communication.'® Moreover, as a volunteer to the campaign and as Nijmeh’s
chief of staff, Ricchiazzi would have been in possession of nonpublic information about
Nijmeh’s campaign plans, projects, activities or needs. And given the vast amount of content in
the publication, his knowledge about these nonpublic plans, projects, activities and needs would
have had to influence at least some of the content contained therein. Accordingly, the “former
employee or independent contractor” prong would have also been met.'®

Accordingly, there is ample reason to believe that Ricchiazzi made, and the Committee
and Nijmeh received, an in-kind contribution in the form of a coordinated communication.
Because this publication was distributed across the district, the cost likely exceeded the Act’s
limit of $3,300 in connection with the primary election; and if Ricchiazzi paid for the publication
with corporate funds, it would result in a prohibited corporate contribution.’ And the

Committee has further violated the Act by failing to report its receipt.?!

b. The South Bay Chronicle is not subject to the media exemption.
Even though the publication is styled as a newspaper, Respondents cannot avail

themselves of the “media exemption.” The Act and Commission regulations exempt from the

7 1d. § 109.21(d)(2).

'8 1d. § 109.21(d)(1)(ii).

"% 1d. § 109.21(d)(5).

252 U.S.C. § 30118(a).

2 See id. § 30104(b)(3)(A).
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definition of “contribution” and “expenditure” “any cost incurred in covering a news story,
commentary, or editorial by any broadcasting station ..., web site, newspaper, magazine, or other
periodical publication ... unless the facility is owned or controlled by any political party,
political committee or candidate.”?? In assessing whether the exemption applies, the
Commission conducts a two-step analysis. First, it asks whether the entity engaging in the
activity is a press or media entity. Second, it applies the two-part analysis from Readers Digest
Association v. FEC,” which asks (1) whether the entity is owned or controlled by a political
party, political committee, or candidate, and (2) whether the press entity is acting in its
“legitimate press function.”?*

The South Bay Chronicle fails to qualify for the exemption on all fronts. It is not a press
or media entity, but a 24-page piece of campaign literature meant to support Nijmeh and attack
Congresswoman Lofgren. It contains only de minimis content that is not related to those two
candidates, and much of that content, such as the advertisements, appears to have been fabricated
in an attempt to camouflage the publication as a legitimate publication (which it is not). Further,
it was a one-off publication, rather than a regular publication. Residents were surprised to find
this publication delivered to their doors; they had not received the publication until they received
the self-described “election edition” of the publication in the month before the 2024 primary
election. Accordingly, the publication has no press identity separate from its election-
influencing purpose.

Nor is it operating under any economic model used by the recognized press. It does not

charge users a subscription fee, nor does it even seem to have advertising revenue. As stated,

2 11 CF.R. § 100.73.
# 509 F. Supp. 1210, 1215 (S.D.N.Y. 1981),
% See, e.g., Advisory Opinion 2023-10 (Sony Pictures Television).
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while it purports to include paid advertisements, a number of the companies identified as
purported advertisers have denied placing advertisements in the publication. Thus, the
publication seems to have fabricated advertisements to make it appear as a legitimate press
entity. But it is plainly not.

Even if the Commission disagrees with this conclusion, the publication would still not
qualify for the exemption. It fails the first prong of the Readers Digest test because it is
controlled by Nijmeh’s agent, her campaign volunteer and chief-of-staff. And it fails the second
prong, because, for all of the reasons outlined above, it is not a legitimate press function. As the
court in Reader’s Digest Association noted, the press exemption would not apply where, “for
example, on Election Day a partisan newspaper hired an army of incognito propaganda
distributors to stand on street corners denouncing allegedly illegal acts of a candidate and sent
sound trucks through the streets blaring the same denunciations.”” The publication, rather than
a newspaper, is a 24-page piece of political literature, and not a bona fide newspaper. For these
reasons, Respondents cannot avail themselves of the press exemption.

¢. Even if the South Bay Chronicle is not a coordinated communication, it
violates the Act’s reporting requirements.

While there is compelling evidence that the publication is a coordinated communication,
even if the Commission concludes that the conduct prong was not met, it would still violate the
Act’s reporting requirements. Because the publication contains express advocacy, if, for
argument’s sake, it was conducted independently of the Nijmeh campaign, it would have
triggered independent expenditure reporting. This would have included reporting the

communication within 48 hours if it was distributed more than 20 days and cost $10,000 or

%509 F. Supp. 1210 at 1214; see also Fed. Election Com. v. Mass. Citizens for Life, Inc., 479 U.S. 238,
251 (1986) (distinguishing “fliers” from “regular publications”).
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more, as well as quarterly reporting.28 To date, Ricchiazzi has failed to so report the

communication.

d. The South Bay Chronicle violates the Act’s disclaimer requirements.

Under the Act, public communications that expressly advocate for or against the election
of a clearly identified candidate that are paid for by a person other than a candidate or
candidate’s authorized committee must identify the person who paid for the communication and
whether or not it was authorized by a candidate.”” As a public communication that expressly
advocates for Nijmeh’s election, and against Congresswoman Lofgren’s, was required to include

these identification statements, but it has not.

1L The Stone Mailer violates the Act’s contribution limits, reporting requirements
and disclaimer requirements.

The Stone Mailer was also a coordinated communication. On its face, it indicates that it
was paid for by Ricchiazzi. The mailer meets the content prong of the coordinated
communications rule because it contains express advocacy and identifies both Congresswoman
Lofgren and Nijmeh and was distributed in their jurisdiction in the 90 days before the March 5,
2024 primary. And, for the same reasons articulated above, the conduct prong of the coordinated
communications rule has also been met. Accordingly, the Committee received another in-kind
contribution from Ricchiazzi that it failed to report. And the contribution likely exceeded the
Act’s limits, particularly when the cost of the Stone Mailer is aggregated with the cost of The

South Bay Chronicle.

%11 CF.R. § 109.10(b), (c).
7752 U.S.C. § 30120(a).
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Moreover, whether or not the Stone Mailer was coordinated with Nijmeh and the
Committee, it, on its face, violates the Act’s disclaimer requirements because it provides the
reader with no information about whether or not it was authorized by Nijmeh. And even if, for
argument’s sake, the Stone Mailer was not coordinated with Nijmeh or her campaign, Ricchiazzi
would have been required to report the independent expenditure within 24 hours if the value was

$1,000 or more, and file quarterly reports of his independent expenditures, which he did not.

II.  The Charlene for Congress 2024 mailer violates the Act’s

Lastly, the Committee has further violated the Act by distributing mailers that violate the
Act’s disclaimer and reporting requirements. Attached to this Complaint are four mail pieces
that the Committee appears to have distributed. Two indicate that they were paid for by the
Committee. However, the other two, while bearing the same return address, do not indicate who
paid for the mailing. The shared return address suggests that they were paid for by the
Committee, but the fact that mailer does not contain a “paid for by” disclaimer violates the Act.
Moreover, to date, the Committee has not reported the true recipient of any disbursements to for
mail pieces. On its 2024 April Quarterly report, the Committee reported debt being owed to
Nijmeh for mailers; however, the Committee has failed to correctly report the ultimate payee for
those disbursements.?® Complainant also notes that there are other irregularities in the
Committee’s 2024 April Quarterly report: (1) numerous disbursements are not accompanied with
a description of their purpose, and (2) disbursements to Meta for what appear to be campaign

communications are incorrectly reported on line 21 of the report as “other disbursements.”

% Notice of Interpretive Rule: Reporting Ultimate Payees of Political Committee Disbursements, 78 Fed.
Reg. 40,625, 40,626 (July 8, 2013) (“out-of-pocket spending by candidates, as agents of their authorized
committees, requires memo entry itemization of the ultimate payee if the aggregate amount of payments
to that vendor exceeds $200 for the election cycle.”)



MUR825400011

Accordingly, the Committee has also violated the Act’s reporting requirements by not correct

disclosing its disbursements and obligations.

CONCLUSION
In short, there is ample reason to believe that Respondents have repeatedly violated the
Act and Commission rules. Given the extensive nature of the violations, there is reason to
believe that these violations were knowing and willful. We respectfully request that the
Commission immediately investigate these allegations, fine Respondents the maximum amount

permitted by law, and enjoin Respondents from further violations of the law.
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rian Lemek

Founder and Executive Director
Defend the Vote

600 Pennsylvania Ave SE #15180
Washington, DC 20003

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this 20 day of April 2024.
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Silicon Valley congressional candidate tied to
fake newspaper

a by Ramona Giwargis % and Brandon Pho  February 12, 2024

Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren and challenger Charlene Nijmeh, chairperson of the Muwekma
Ohlone Tribe.

A congressional candidate is connected to a fake newspaper that's plastered the
South Bay, which mirrors several other misleading websites created by her consultant
with ties to Roger Stone and an extreme right-wing agenda.

With a few weeks until Election Day, voters across Silicon Valley are finding a
newspaper in their mailboxes called The South Bay Chronicle. It looks convincing with
an editorial font title, headlines and stories that mimic major publications.

https://sanjosespotlight.com/silicon-valley-congressional-candidate-charlene-nijmeh-tied-to-fake-newspaper-misinformation-zoe-lofgren-election-202... 113
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But a closer look reveals the paper is peddling propaganda and misinformation. The
articles contain no author names or dates, and its pages attack San Jose Rep. Zoe
Lofgren while promoting one of her political challengers: Charlene Nijmeh.

https://sanjosespotlight.com/silicon-valley-congressional-candidate-charlene-nijmeh-tied-to-fake-newspaper-misinformation-zoe-lofgren-election-202... 2/13
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Screenshot of a publication called The South Bay Chronicle, which is pushing
misinformation related to a congressional election.

Nijmeh, chairwoman of the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe since 2018, is working with
political consultant Matthew Ricchiazzi who's notorious for creating a slew of fake
news sites — including The Buffalo Chronicle and San Francisco Inquirer. The tribe is
one of Ricchiazzi's clients, and he calls himself the “chief of staff to the chairwoman”
in emails sent to federal lawmakers obtained by San José Spotlight.

The Buffalo Chronicle published stories alleging Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau bribed his way into suppressing a sex scandal, among other claims. An
investigation by BuzzFeed News and the Toronto Star found that Ricchiazzi offered to
publish positive or negative coverage of political candidates for money.

Ricchiazzi was exposed by the San Francisco Chronicle last year as the operator of the
San Francisco Inquirer, another fake news website that posts sensational and
politically-slanted articles. It contains more attacks on Lofgren — including a recent
post blaming her for sex trafficking — alongside real news releases including one
from San Jose Mayor Matt Mahan on artificial intelligence.

The newly-launched South Bay Chronicle — which doesn't appear to have a website
— features more than 20 pages in its February edition accusing Lofgren of thwarting
regulations to protect kids from online predators because of support from “Big Tech,”
orchestrating the housing crisis, voting against immigration measures and claiming
her “crusade for abortion” and “transgendering” children without consent is
alienating conservative Latinos, among other claims.

Ricchiazzi said he volunteers his time to help with Nijmeh’'s campaign, but does not
work for her. He claimed the publication is not paid political advertising and is not
affiliated with Nijmeh’s campaign. He said his publications are a counter reaction to
what he called the corporate media agenda.

“It's an independent hobby project of mine,” he told San José Spotlight. “It's not
campaign material. It wasn't produced or authorized by the (Nijmeh) campaign. It
wasn't funded by the campaign. | produce my independent journalism,
independently. I've done this for many years under many different mastheads.”

One of the paper’'s most outlandish headlines accuses Lofgren'’s attorney husband of
making “millions” off the displacement of people of color due to the Bay Area’s
housing crisis.

https://sanjosespotlight.com/silicon-valley-congressional-candidate-charlene-nijmeh-tied-to-fake-newspaper-misinformation-zoe-lofgren-election-202... 4/13
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Lofgren’s husband is an estate attorney who works on wills and trusts, not housing
laws or policy.

“l urge anyone trying to enter public service to be honest and civil,” Lofgren told San
José Spotlight. “It is sad for American democracy when disinformation and lies are
what a candidate relies on.”

https://sanjosespotlight.com/silicon-valley-congressional-candidate-charlene-nijmeh-tied-to-fake-newspaper-misinformation-zoe-lofgren-election-202... 5/13
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News articles in a publication called the The South Bay Chronicle are peddling
false information on Rep. Zoe Lofgren and her husband John Collins benefitting

https://sanjosespotlight.com/silicon-valley-congressional-candidate-charlene-nijmeh-tied-to-fake-newspaper-misinformation-zoe-lofgren-election-202... 6/13
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from a housing crisis. Screenshot.

The paper features numerous articles promoting Nijmeh and her candidacy — and
unlike other political campaign materials, it does not have a campaign ID number or
disclosure about who paid for it as required by law. Campaign identification
disclaimers are required for any political messages.

“They are definitely violating the law,” said Ann Ravel, a Silicon Valley attorney and
former member of the Federal Elections Commission. She added that fake
newspapers are a common form of political campaigning.

“Especially when they're attack ads,” she added. “That is probably the reason they're
not identifying whether they exist or who they are, because they probably believe it is
in their interest to attack and have people think it's something that is a newspaper or
some other commentary that is legal and thoughtful — one that actually exists.”

In one article, Nijmeh is posing next to longtime East San Jose leader Blanca Alvarado
— and claims the matriarch has endorsed her campaign to unseat Lofgren.

Alvarado told San José Spotlight she did not endorse Nijmeh.

“I am aghast at this propaganda of lies,” Alvarado said. “I did not endorse her nor do |
even know how to contact her.”

https://sanjosespotlight.com/silicon-valley-congressional-candidate-charlene-nijmeh-tied-to-fake-newspaper-misinformation-zoe-lofgren-election-202... 7113
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her p A e Wrole in & message to supporters
fgainst on 50cial
mr;mm cient 1 g Media, estate developers. eral population. Though statistics
Ty Wy e e i 00006 ol lp They also point 10 her tow
g taos by il eV @0 oommitments of sup- are few and lar between, testimo- ~ Membar
ST 3 i e T LN Opmnly b 1o 00 INCArCOration reform. ny from experts. sctivista andtrlb-  Technolk

East San Jose leader Blanca Alvarado said she has not endorsed Charlene
Nijmeh’'s campaign against Rep. Zoe Lofgren, contrary to what's been put out in a
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publication called The South Bay Chronicle. Screenshot.

Ricchiazzi denies publishing a false endorsement from Alvarado and insisted she
endorsed the campaign in his presence by signing Nijmeh’s campaign petition.

“Blanca is a legend, whom | respect very much, but she is 92 years old and she is
being pressured by Democratic Party operatives to reverse her endorsement,” he told
San José Spotlight.

The paper also touts the endorsement of a Watsonville mayor who left office two
years ago.

Nijmeh acknowledged the publication appears to be Ricchiazzi's work — whom she
called an “indigenous independent journalist” — but claimed she knew nothing
about it.

“Matthew did ask me if | minded if he followed the campaign and published articles
on his site. | told him as long as you publish the truth, | would not silence anyone’s
voice trying to uplift our people,” Nijmeh told San José Spotlight. “So if he published
an endorsement without anyone’s permission, that will cross the line.”

Nijrneh added that she does not endorse the publication and neither does her
campaign.

“I am very upset about any publication that would print an endorsement by Blanca
Alvarado that she did not offer,” she said. “I consider Blanca to be a friend of my
mother, my tribe and myself and | did have a conversation about my candidacy
during a get together but she never offered an endorsement.”

Alvarado isn't the only politician being dragged into the fray.

Some of Nijmeh's campaign materials feature photos of herself with Speaker Emerita
Nancy Pelosi, a close friend and colleague of Logren’s, to insinuate support. Pelosi
shot down the claim in a letter this week.

“We were quite surprised to see that somebody who is running against our colleague
and friend Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren had recently sent a campaign brochure with
our photos, giving the false impression that she may have our support in this race.
That is not true,” Pelosi said in a letter co-signed by House Democratic Leader
Hakeem Jeffries. "Visitors often ask to take pictures with us — and we always try to be
courteous and accommodating. Politics can be a messy sport, but it's pretty
disgraceful to use our images to try to mislead voters.”

https://sanjosespotlight.com/silicon-valley-congressional-candidate-charlene-nijmeh-tied-to-fake-newspaper-misinformation-zoe-lofgren-election-202... 9/13
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Controversial ties

Ricchiazzi has troubling ties to convicted felons and controversial figures like Roger
Stone. He's also promoted lies about the Jan. 6 insurrection and former President
Donald Trump’s debunked claims of voter fraud after his 2020 election defeat.

Ricchiazzi in 2018 called for Stone to begin whipping votes to become the next
speaker of the House after Paul Ryan's departure.

Stone and Ricchiazzi both wrote articles for another outlet named Artvoice.

Artvoice owner Frank Parlato, Jr. ran his articles in Ricchiazzi's publications, and wrote
dozens more lambasting Lofgren on a separate site called Frank Report. Parlato in
2022 was convicted of fraud and taking money from a liquor heir charged in a
criminal conspiracy involving sex trafficking, identity theft and money laundering.
Parlato called Stone a “friend” and solicited donations for his legal fees. His articles
also appear on Stone's website, The Stone Zone.

Ricchiazzi also operates a Facebook page called Reform New York that's posted racist
and homophobic content, along with more attacks on Lofgren. He tags Trump and
his children in the posts criticizing Lofgren.

Misinformation about Rep. Zoe Lofgren is circulating
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from Reform New York. Screenshot.

In San Jose, The South Bay Chronicle is raising red flags for many.

“Has anybody heard of this newspaper?” a resident posted on Reddit. “Someone put
it on all the porches in my neighborhood. It seems super politically slanted and I'm
thinking it's propaganda.”

The question was met by dozens of responses — people from San Jose to Gilroy —
who said they also received The South Bay Chronicle at their front doors. All
questioned its validity.

The paper also features ads from companies and organizations that appear to have
Nno ties to the publication. The ads include KSBW, an NBC affiliate in the central coast,
and a collective of wineries and car dealerships in Morgan Hill. It advertises a website
that appears to post anti-Israel ideology.

A spokesperson for the Wineries of Santa Clara Valley Association said the ad in The
South Bay Chronicle appears to be from 2022 and was likely pulled off another
website.

“We never advertised with this paper and don't support plagiarism or spreading fake
news,” said Stacy Giannini, the association’s director of marketing.

Ricchiazzi did the same thing in San Francisco. He published logos of prominent
companies in the San Francisco Inquirer to imply they're advertisers. Many of them
told the Chronicle they'd never heard of the outlet.

Disputing claims

Lofgren and her team disputed the paper’s claims — from her record on immigration
to her stance on tech industry regulations.

The veteran congresswoman said sowing confusion about issues like immigrant and
transgender rights plays into “despicable right-wing bigotry.”

“This fake news and disinformation model — used consistently by the Trump-Stone-
Ricchiazzi right-wing ecosystem — and now actively embraced by Charlene for
Congress leads to public skepticism and undermines the integrity of our elections,”
Lofgren said. “To think that using GOP culture war bills, with misleading names and
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dangerous policy consequences, will sway the savvy voters in this district is insulting
and deeply troubling.”

Her colleague in congress, Rep. Anna Eshoo, said Lofgren has a great deal of integrity
and denounced the attacks from Nijmeh.

“I've been in elective office for 42 years and I've never met anyone as deceitful as this
woman. She constantly misrepresents the truth,” Eshoo told San José Spotlight. “This
woman should be as far away from the Congress as possible.”

The crusade by Nijmeh and Ricchiazzi against Lofgren traces back to a January 2023
meeting with the veteran legislator.

The meeting, which included Eshoo and Bay Area Reps. Ro Khanna, Eric Swalwell and
Jimmy Panetta, focused on the Muwekma's fight for federal recognition. The tribe’s
request for recognition — which provides access to federal benefits and protections
— was denied by the Bureau of Indian Affairs in 2002.

Lofgren has supported the tribe's efforts to gain recognition, but opposes granting
them gaming rights. Most federal bills that have recognized tribes include anti-
gambling provisions, the congresswoman’s office said.

Nijmeh said her tribe deserves the same gaming rights granted to others. The South
Bay Chronicle featured a full-page article envisioning what the tribe’s casino could
look like — including replacing the “indefensibly tacky” Fisherman’s Wharf in San
Francisco.

The article, which has no author, claims the tribe has been approached by developers
who propose a 300,000-square-foot casino, 4,000 hotel rooms and condos, and a
public square and amphitheater spanning three blocks.

The tribe won't cede its gaming rights, Nijmeh said in the article, and would consider
gaming if approached by a city like San Francisco or San Jose.

Lofgren said that's a nonstarter — especially after the baseless attacks leveled by
Nijmeh, Ricchiazzi and the misinformation they're spreading through The South Bay
Chronicle.

“It is disrespectful to the voters in California’s 18th congressional district that one of
my opponents has chosen to embrace fake news and disinformation and deceive the
public about endorsements as part of her campaign,” Lofgren said. “It's disgusting
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that anyone running to represent this district would spend thousands of dollars to
spread transphobic and anti-immigrant propaganda.”

4/24/24, 2:05 PM

Contact Ramona Giwargis at ramona@sanjosespotlight.com or follow
@RamonaGiwargis on X, formerly known as Twitter. Contact Brandon Pho

at brandon@sanjosespotlight.com or @brandonphooo on X, formerly known as
Twitter.

Editor’s note: Ann Ravel serves on San Josée Spotlight's board of directors.
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ELECTION EDITION - FEBRUARY 2024

ZOE LOFGREN THWARTS
TECH REGULATIONS

DESIGNED TO PROTECT KIDS

LATINO LEADERS SLAM
HOUSING SHORTAGE AS
‘ETHNIC CLEANSING'

GLOBAL SEX
TRAFFICKING

RAGES,
ENABLED BY

The South Bapy Chronicle

FEDERAL PRIMARY ELECTIONS: MARCH STH

BALLOTS MAILED: FEBRUARY 5TH

BALLOT BOXES OPEN: FEBRUARY 6TH

PARENTS DEBATE
TRANSGENDERING
TEENS WITHOUT
INFORMED CONSENT

San Benito County businessman
Peter Hernandez and his sup-
parters have been making noise
about Rep. Zoe Lofgren’s support
of transitioning minors without
parental consent. The issue has
riled the Mexican American com
munity, which is more culturally
conservative than most

T
17§

GAMING INTERESTS
HAVE THIER FINGERS
IN INDIAN AFFAIRS

Wealthy gaming interests have
their foot on the neck of unrec-
ognized Tribes struggling to be
seén by the federal government, a
phenom of American colonjalism
{hat is particularly. pronounced
{n California, given the particular-
Iy dark, violent, and unresolved
history that continues 1o play out.

UC BERKELEY LEADER
CALLS ON SENATE T0
AFFIRM MUWEKMA
TRIBE'S STATUS

UC Berkeley's Chancellor Carol
Christ is calling on Brian Sehatz,
the Chairman of the Senate Indi-
an Affairs Committee, to afilrm
the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe’s
foderal status. The university Is in
possession of thousands of burial
remains that belong to the Tribe:

NUMEH PLEDGES TO DONATE

HER SALARY

FROM CONGRESS T0 SUPPORT THE UNHOUSED

Charlene conce-pclcm Nijmeh, Lhe
Democrat challanging 30-year in
cumbent Rep. Zoe Lofgren in the
March Gth primary, is pledging ©
donate her salary from Congress
to organizations that support the
unhoused

Nijmeh is the Chair-
woman of the Muwekma Ohlone
Tribe, aboriginal to the Bay Area.
Lolgren is one of the most power-

fully-perched political bosses in
‘Washington.

On social media, Nijmeh
described it this way: 1 never as
pired to run for Congress, but in
January of 2023, Rep. Zoe Lofgren
demanded | sign away the rights,
freedoms, and soverelgnty of my
Tribe's children - in exchange for
her agreeing to support legisla
ton that would have ostensibly

affirmed our federal status. At the
urging of my Council, | rejected
that extortionate demand.”

“My People-First policy
agendd will lower housing costs,
make our streets safer, and pro-
tect our children from the harms
of social media and technologies
that have been used to victimize
too many,” Nijmeh writes. "My op-
ponent will have enormous sums

of ‘money from Big Tech - and
sha will continue to thwart any
altempt to regulate the industry
in Congress: Now more than ever,
Big Tech needs to be regulated,
bt my opponent refuses.”
“Children are being vic
timized. Hurpans are being tral-
ficked by drug cartels, and the
tach companies enable them.”

BIG TECH HAS INVESTED HEAVILY
IN LOFGREN'S PROTECTION RACKET

Rep. Zoa Lofgren has taken mare
contributions from the. Big Tech
giants than nearly anyone else in
Congress. She has represented
Silicon Valley for nearly 30 years,
and (s quick to do thé bidding of
the tech titans in Congress.

Under normal eireum-
stances, supporting the home-
town factory in a lactory town is
good politics. But with a global
gex trafficking epidemic that is
spiraling out of control, these are

not normal times. Voters are out
raged that Congress has chuon
jcally fafled 1o hold Big Tech ac-
countable for the modern-day
slaye trade that is enabled with
their technologies, at scale.

Lofgren is a key crux of
importance for Big Tech. She |s
both the Ranking Member of the
Science and Technology Commit
tee, while also being the second
most-senlar member of the Judicl-
ary Comnittee.

STREAM CENTRAL COAST NEWS & WEATHER

KSBW

ACTION NEWS

Rioscul | amai

8 \/venv LOCAL

EXPLURE

\Mummm VALLEY'S

« 30 o0 wineriess "‘

U OWITH AWING TRAIL PASS




2 | The South Bay Chronicle

MUR ez
825400029 FEBRUARY 2024

NIJMEH PLEDG
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T0 LOCAL CHARITIES TH

Since she has been serving as
Chalrwoman of the Muwekma
Ohl Tribe, Charl C P

clén Nijmeh has been forgoing a
salary so that the Tribe could put
those resources Into other pro-
grams and initiatives. When she
Is In Congress, she wants to con-
tinue that tradition. She Is pledg-
ing to donate the $174,000 salary
that members of Congress recelve
to local charities In the 18th dis-
trict that support the unhoused.

Nijmeh is an independently suc-
cesshul  businesswoman whose
textile recyecling business grew
into a global enterprise with oper
ations around the world.

“] don’t want to make a
career of this. [ want 10 go there
for two or three terms to achieve
specific’ legisiative objectives in
three areas 1) addressing the na
tion’s housing shortage and the
affordability crisis; 2) regulaung
Big Tech o better protect children
on the Internet: and 3) reaffirm-
ing Californias wrongly unrecog:
nized tribes,” Nijmeh explains.

“It would be nice to
pase a national textile recyeling
law, tbo, but I understand that
there are only so many hours in
the day.” she jokes. “The People’s
House is best served with Iresh
ideas and the spirit of the times, so
{twould be unconscionably selfish
to get stale and dusty there,” she
exbIRL v

For the period of time
that she is serving in Congress,

Nijmeh will voluntarily commit
to not owning any publicly trad
ed stocks. Nijmeh believes that
the insider trading epidemic on
Capitol Hill is badly damaging to
the nation’s democracy, and in or
der for her to address it credibly
Nijmeh feels as though she must
hald herself to the highest ethical
standards.

“I challenge Rep. Lofgren
to make those same commitments:
donate your salary to charity and
stop trading stocks while In Con
gress,” she posits.

Nijmeh has refused all
corporate PAC money  Lofgren,
on the other hand., is unabashedly
rollinginit =~

=T will hold myself to
the highest ethical
standards. Twill
not own any stocks
while I serve in
Congress.”

Political observers do
not expect Lofgren to meet that
same ethics commitment, and is
expeated to contintie to receive
nearly two-thirds of her campaign
contributions from special inter
est PACS and corporate campaign
finance vehicles.

ES TO DONATE

£

WILL ZOE

A
5
L Y
L

N

Charlene Concepcion Nijmeh is rejecting corporate
PAC money, and she promises not to hold, buy, or
trade public stocks while she is serving in Congress.
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NIJMEH WANTS LOFGREN
TO ANSWER FOR FAILURES
ON HOUSING POLICY,
AFFORDABILITY CRISIS

Charlene Concepcién Nijmeh is proposing legislation
that would build millions of new homes and would

create a decades-long ¢

Despite California’s advanced
economy and robust tech indus-
try, housing costs here are crush
ing working lamilies. Egregiously
high rents are pushing long-ume
population demographics - like
San Jose’s indigenous people and
its historic Mexica/n ocommunity -
out of the region or out of the State
altogether.

In 2022, Callornia
ranked first in housing shortages
in the United States, according to
a report from Up for Growth. Ac-
cording to the consulling compa-
ny McKinsey, the shortage of two
million homes Is forecast to in-
crease to 3 5 million by 2026,

California ranks 49th out
of BO states in housing affordabil-
ity. With a population of aver 40
million, barely seven million resi-

“The only way to
bring prices down
in a sustained way
is to drastically
increase supply.”

dents own their own homes. Ac-
oording 1o the real estate agency
RubyHome, In 2023, more than
305 million California residents
occupled 136 milllon housing
units. That makes the State’s hous-
ing stock the most aver-crawded
In the United States.

One of the main reasons
{or this situation {s the shortage of
affordable housing for middle-in-
come and lower-income popula-
tions who cannet allord to buy real

. Y

| o Y ¥

MA&T Bank has been investing heavily In fin-tech innovation and enhancing its capacity to spawn new tech-
nologles and consumer product offerings. A new Inncvation Hub at the Seneca Tower in downtown Buffalo
has Just opened in recent months. While the commercial bank wiil forever be at the core of M&T and Its 1
brand, he expects it to evolve into an Industrlal conglomerate. Jones belleves that ongoing tenslons with
Russla and China will drive the on-shoring of industrial supply chains.

estate. Young people who are just
starting their personal lives also
find themselves in difficult situa-
tions For them, renting a home in
Califorrua is an extremely heavy
financial burden and buying real
estate is practcally impossible.

At the same tmse, ac
cording to the Califormia Depart-
ment of Housing and Community
Development, more than L2 mul-
lion housing units were vacant in
California in 2022 One reason for
such disparity was the COVID-19
pandemio, which led to a signifi-
cant exodus of residents from cit-
ies to rural areas.

Meanwhile, California Is
a leader among states in the num-
ber of homeless people.

As of the summer ol
2023, according to CNN, Califor-
nia is home to 170,000 homeless
individuals-just under a third of
the total nationwide. From 2018
to 2022, the state spent a record
$1756 billion to ‘combat’ homeless-
ness, During this ime the number
of homeless individuals increased.
The COVID-1® pandemic and
the chain of economic and social
problems it caused exacerbated
the crisis.

Funding for homeless-
ness prevention through 2024
amounts to $208 billion, and the
spending programs are unlikely
to help break the situation In the
foreseenble future.

The Muwekma Ohlone
Tribe's Chairwoman. Charlene
Concepalén Nijmeh, has outlined
a Housing Supply and Affordabili-
ty Act of 2025, which she plans 10
introduce on the floor of Congress
upon her election to the House of

onstruction boom.

T

)

Representatives

“Even our most senicr
members of Congress ignore the
housing crisis. They have no strat
egy to solve this problem They
don’t even have the courage to
acknowledge it" Nijmeh said
“America is moving backwards in
terms of the types of homes that
owr next generation will be able to
afford”

Silicon Valley 1s the ep-
icentre for technology develop-
ment and innovation in the United
States. It is home to comparues
like Apple, Cisco, Facebook, Ado-
be, and a slew of other tech giants.
Throughout her career, Rep. Lof-
gren has repeatedly lobbied for
their interests and has received
substantial donations in turn.

This relationship has
not benefited long-time residents,
who suffer from the gentrification
of the region, which is largely driv-
en by the tech industry.

Nijmeh notes that resi-
dents of deteriorating commuuni-
tes, such as in San Jose, are forced
to move in search of housing and
a better life outside the cities. This
is evidence of gentrification and
elitlsm, with indigenous peoples
and the underprivileged becom-
Ing victims under the pressure of
carporations,

“I'm going (o fight for the
young people who feel like home
ownership will never be adalna-
hlo, Together, wa'ro going Lo bring
back the Amerioan Dream.” Ni-
jmeh explains. "We need to drasti-
cally incroase housing supply.”
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UPZONING URBAN AREAS
WOULD BE REWARDED WITH
MONEY FOR AFFORDABLE
HOUSING, INSTRASTRUCTURE

First. Nljmeh wanis o ancourage
municipalities to up-zone urban
arons,  Hor plan would reward
communities that are willing to ac-
commodate now high dencity af
fordable housing with ‘Infrastruc
ture Block Grants' that would fund
transit and sewer improvements
- 1 addition to financing for new
below-market rental units.

“In the Bay Area, many
municipaliies will benefit from
these grants for Infrastructure,
Cities like San Francisco, Oakland.
Berkeley, San Jose, and Sacramen-
to could recelve billions in federal
funding - along with modern, func-
tional, possibly extensive public
transportauon systems. We need
to build, butld, build more homes
so that every resident has housing
they can afford.” Nijmeh explains.

Second, Niymeh’s plan
would create a federal Atfordable
Housing Tax Credit. That credit
would incentivize private sector
investment in affordable housing
by offering matching federal dol-
lars for the canstructon of rental
units that are offered deeply be-
low market prices. That federal
investment could amount to as
much as $1 trillion and would A
nance 686 milion new homes

Third, Nijmehs plan
would accelerate financing tools
for supportive housing managed
by non-profit service providers, to
address the segment of the popu
lation that is chrenically unhoused
as a result of mental health disor
ders or drug addictions

Fourth, Nijmeh's legis-
lation would make some lederal
lands avallable near small cities
in rural areas to enable the 'tiny
house' trend that has been grow-
ing in populanty Making plols
available for new manufactured,
modular, or mobile housing will
alleviate demand pressures in
rural communities that are also
facing supply constraints In Cal
iformuia, thus would creale badly
needed housing opportunities
for farm workers and transitional
housing for formerly incarcerated
individuals

Al the same time, Rep.
Zoe Lofgren is implementing an
opposing policy. In 2018, she vot
ed against transferring lederal in-
frastructure to the control of state
and local governments. which
could have addressed housing
shartages, especially in rural com-
munities. If unused federal build-
ings and federal lands could be
used by local authorities, it would
go along way o empowering local
governments 1o construct needed
housing units.

The housing shorlage
is worsening across the United

Smtes Ancording to Routte Fifty.
there are B000 vacunt fedarnl
butldings (schools, nureing homes,
milltary installations, eta) In the
United Suatea that could be used
for resctting the homelesa or lor
other soclal neads.

Acoording t© Tho Loa
Angeles Times, the lederal govern-
ment has 77,000 vacant bulldings
on its balance sheet, with an annu-
al budget of 17 billion spent on
their maintenance. For decades,
the government has been unable
1o solve this problem due to ex
cessive bureaucratic complexities.
Many agenaies do not know which
real estate belongs to them and
what o do with It

As of August 2023, there
were 677000 homeless people in
the USA. The number of homeless
has increased by 11% over he last
year. Acoording to The Wall Street
Journal. this is a consequence of
rising rental prices and the cessa
tion of pandemic subsidies

A potential solution to
the problem could have been a
bill transferring federal real estate
to state ancd local governments,
against which Zoe Lofgren voted
in 2018,

Comphecating  matters,
the United Stales i3 cwrrently [ac-
ing anather wave of migrant influx.
According to Volee of America,
in 2022, over a million migrants
arrived In the country, which is
168% more than in 2021 CBS
News reports that, for example, in
New York in 2023, hotels accom-
modated 60000 migranls and
over 50,000. homeless Individu
als, In Chicago 7000 migrants
were housed in police stations and
parks

Adding to  Lofgren’s
weakness on the housing issue are
two votes that will be hard [or her
to explain to those voters who are
teetering on the brink of homeless
ness, In both 2015 and 2017, Lof
gren voted against the Preserving
Access 10 Manufactured Housing
Act, which would have made (t
easier lor people to finance and
purchase prefabricated housing
unfts.

In 2018, Lolgren voted
against the THRIVE Act, the Tran
sitional Housing for Recovery in
Viable Environments Demonstra-
tion Program Act. That law would
have authorized the use of Section
8 housing vouchers to provide
temporary housing 1o individuals
recovering from oploid addiotions

Those bills were intro-
duced by Republicans, and Lol-
gren Is a [ever-pitched partisan
who regularly refuses to collabo
rale across party lines.

Rep. Zoo Lofgren has been effective at thwarting legislative efforts to regulate the
tech Industry, even In light of the negative impacts of soclal media on the mental
health of children, and the role that technology plays In enabling the sex tafficking
opldemic, The explosive growth of Silicon Valley's tech industry Is responsible for San
Jose's ongoing gentrification — which threatens to push the historlc Mexican America
community out of the city.
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 NUIMEH IS PROPOSING A
 SERIES OF PROTECTIVE
MEASURERS:

3

LIMIT ACCESS TO
PORNOGRAPHY

' The legisiation would requlre
that online pornography Is en-
tirely paywalled, so that minors
don't have Immediate and free
access to L

A federal ban on freely availa-
bl pornography: will reguire
ponsurmars to énter credit card
or other payment information
that will act bs an age verifica-
tion measure, . o

- In addition o shield-

‘ing minors from harmful con-

“tént, ‘supporters of the palicy

“say that it will benefit adult

| performers in the adult film
industry. The absence ol free

 onling pornography will drive

‘consumers (o private subsarip-

“tion wehsites, which would be
likely 1o generate a large influx

~of subscription revenue,

" 4 Those new revenues
would enablé adult entertain-
ers o unionize and demand
‘workforce Investments.

PARENTAL
CONSENT TO USE
~SOCIAL MEDIA
PRODUCTS -

The legislation would require
«mlm.m-qhhln parental con-
| sont to download apps to smart
| phones that enable communi-

“cation with adults.

Nijmeh = wants: 10 empower

. parents fo- better conirol and
“monitor their child's social me-
- dia usage. -Any software that

would enable an adull 1 com-
munidate with a minor would

- require parental consent.

aeb s

BAN MARKETING
TO CHILDREN

| The legislation would ban tech
companles from directly mar-
keting new products to chll-
dren,  Product Intended “for
‘children would require federal
“approval from a new consumer
protection agency, similar to
‘the way that phatmaceutical
companies are required to se-
cure FDA approval before mar-
keting medical drugs.

- Nijmeh wants‘io-stop Big Tech
companies  from experiment:
fng on children with untested
+technologies.  that ‘have . un-.

FEBRUARY 2024

e

Charlene Nijmeh s pledging to
disrupt the longstanding practice
of Silicon Valley's Blg Tech cor-
porations profiting from harmful
technology products that are mar-
keted to chlldren. Advertisers are
willing to pay big dollars to com-
municate hyper-commerclal and
often sexually complicated mes-
sages to the developing brains of
children

Over the last decade, as these
social media technologiées have
proliferated, rates of bullying, de-
pression, and youth suicide have
skyrocketed.

As a mother of five, Ni
jmeh ‘has made combating the
dangers of the internet a central
focus of her campaign. Among
other things, she has pledged to
introduce legislation that would
require all pornography on the in
ternet to be pay-walled, so that itis
not reaclily available to minors. To
access it, one would be required
to provide a credit card

Nijmeh also pledges to
hold Big Tech accountable for its
role in enabling global sex traffick
ing.

“When I am elected to
Congress, Big Tech will be held
responsible for the damage they
have done to our youth,” declared
Nijmeh. “We are golng 0 hold Big
Tech accountable the same way
that a previous generation held
Big Tobacco accountable 10 pro-
tect our children”

To achieve this, Nijmeh

so that your

can maxe d

“You can have all
of the seniority
in the world,
if you're going to
sell our children
down the river

campaign donors
buck,
then what is that
seniority really

worth to us?

is drafting legislation that would
require social media products
and services 1o seek approval
from the FDA or anotheér consum
er pratection ‘agency that will be
tasked with evaluating the poten
tial harms, psychological impacts,
aid addictive behaviours that are
assoolated. with / the technology
products

Whether through mod-
ernizing and expanding the role
of the FDA, or setting up another
consumer protection. agency 1o
deal specifically: with technology
products, Nijmeh aims. to safe-
guard the social and psycholog
ical well'being of minors. Her
approach parallels the national
campaign against tobacco, where

“The internet is a
very dangerous
place for our
children, but it
doesn’t have to be.

cigaretle  manufacturers once
heavily targeted youth in their
marketing and advertising
Similarly, Nijmeh would
ban companies from advertising
or marketing social media prod-
ugts directly to minors. Some
drafts of Nijmeh's legislation would

but

NIJMEH PLEDGES TO
PROTECT CHILDREN ONLINE,

SLAMS LOFGREN’S RECORD ON BIG TECH

require parental consent for mi
nors to download applications (o
smartphones or 10 subscribe ©
software products that would en
able them ‘to communicate with
adults.

Nijjmeh also intends o
hold Big Tech accountable for ac-
commodating - transactions - that
enable - human trafficking. She
plans to leverage artificial intelll
gence to Identify internet content
assoclated with human trafficking.

*“The internet is’a very
dangerous place for our children,
but it doesn't have to be. We just
need & Congresswoman who Is
willing 1o refuse Big Tech's cdrpo
rate campaign contributions s0
that we can do the work of reg-
ulating the Industry impartially,
with the interests of the American
people first and foremost” she ex
plains

In 2011, Lofgren refused
to vote for the Protecting Children
from Internet Pornographers Act,
despite being on the ficor of the
House of Representauves during
the vote, Even Nancy Pelost vot
ed in favor of the law, but Lofgren
couldn't bring herself to vote for IL

In 2017, the Allow States
and Victims to Fight \Online. Sex
Trafficking, Act was enacted, but
Lofgren refused to vote in favor ol
it This law amends the Commu-
nications Act of 1834 and enables
the prosecution of website owners
who post explicit or covert adver-
tisements for prostitution, sexual
services, and child exploitation.

Violators can face significant fine
or up o 26 years ir prison.

Thanks in part 1o thi
law, the Individuals behind th
Backpage website, which hat
beeni hosting overt and velle
advertisements for sexual  sel
vices for years, were brought v
justice. A Senate report reveale
that in 2011, 93% of the site’s rev
enue came from advertising
with 70 to BO% of those ads bein
velled prostitution postings. Th
webslte's - administratars  simpl
removed keywords and phrase
indicating the nature of the servi
eg. The Senate report even listd
words such as “Lolita® and “litt
girl” that confirmed the promotic
of sex with minors.

in the past, website acti
ities were regulated solely by t
outdated Communications Decd
oy Act, which was established
1006 and shlelded website ow
ers from liability for user-gener:
ed content. In 2017, Congress,
lowing extensive debates, grant
the . Federal =~ Communicatiol
Commission (FCC) the author
to protect the confidential data
internet users. These regulatio
establish consistent oversight
how internet. servica . provide
handle personal data, consideri
it equivalent to medical or 500
seourity Information. Lofgren v
ed in favor of legislation to reve:
that rule
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LATINO VOTERS FIND COMMON CAUSE IN
CHARI.ENE CONCEPCION NIJMEH’S CAMPAIGN

e Maxl, Ak

San Jose's b

latlon — which predates the

State of Callfornla — Is finding wmmon um with the upstart congres-
sional candldate who Is Laking on one of Washington's oldest poiltical
bosses. Charlene Nijmeh has been demanding that 30-year Incumbent

tal 1

Rep. Zoe Lofgren answers for her longstanding on h g afl-

fordability and homelessness.

Santa Clara County has
one of the highest homalessness
populations in the nation. It's also
one of the least affordabie housing
markets, with a stunning housing
shortage thal is the result ol ex-
clugionary zoning policies that
prevent the market from bringing
new housing supply lnto the mar-
ket, largely by prioritizing the in-
terests of single-lamily homeown-
ers over the Interests of renfers
and young people in municipal
zoning laws.

The housing shortage
sends prices skyrocketing, forcing
significant factions of the commu-
nity into homelessness or out of
the region altogether.

“Gentrification is an
existential threal to my peo-
ple The Bay Area Is our Tribe's
10,000 yearold homeland, and
our young people can't afford o
stay here.” Nijmeh explains on so-
cial media. “What's happening o
my community is also happening
to the Latino community. To be
frank, i’s also happening to the
Vietnamese and Fillpino commnu-
nities as well”

"l feel the American
dream slipping away for our
young people, who feel that home

Critics say that
Lofgren’s failures
have badly
damaged both
communities.

ownership will never be aftaina-
ble to them.” she says. “We need
1o bring it back"

Nijmeh's message - of
her people’s struggle against dis-
placement from its ancient home-
lands - is in many ways the same

against global capitalism than
they struggle with it In the Bay
Area - where the tech industry’s
biggest glants dominate - that
struggle and those divides are
particularly visible.
San Jose's

oedadtnthe'l'\-aanrdcundnmpa

Hidalgo) as being similar to that
of the Muwekma Ohlone people,

llar circumstances of @oonomic
marginalization. No two ethnig
groups ame more closely aligned
in their soclo-political circum-
stance. Both populations suffer
trom being targeted by law en
forvement tn a pattern of aructur
al ‘ghettolzed’ racism.

Both populations strug-
gle with housing affordability and
are al risk ol being gentrified out ol
the city by the growth of the tech
industry. Both communities are
very under-represented among
the tech Industry’s labor loroe,
creating an enormous dis-align-
ment of Interests between the
growth of the tech industry and
the well-being ol the Latino and
Ohlone communities.

Preventing the ‘eth-
nic cleansing' of the Muwekma
Ohlecne and Mexican American
communities from San Jose will
require the same policy solutions,
crealing a profound alignment of
political Interests, like ensuring
that local law enforcement adopts
anti-racist policles. Many Latino
and Muwekma Ohlone residents
are often treated with disrespect
and suffer indignities in their
own neighborhwods. Leaders in
both communities have long com
plained of the egregious rates of
the incarceration of Latino and
Muwekma men.

“Ensuring that the re-
gion has an ample supply of new
affordable housing units will help
prevent the displacement of mar-
ginalized populations from San
Jose. We must demand that the
Bay Area lech giants create local
workforce training programs that
creale pathways to job oppor-
tunities {n the tech industry for
local residents Social mobility
and economio integration should
be important regional priorities.
We just need leadership,” Nijmeh

porl, Lofgren openly betrayed
the Muweckma Ohlone Tribe's
four-decade long struggle to affirm
its fedleral starus. This, despite the
fact that the Tribe donated large
sums of money and volunteered
heavily to get the congressworman
elected in 1994.

Is non-existent and that she puts
her husband's financial Interests
ahead of the policy priorities that
working families need 1o keep a
rool over their heads. Lolgren’s
husband is an attorney who prac-
tioes real estate law and [s paid by
many of the region’s biggest real

| - T

Blanca Alvarado, born 1931, Is
a soclal justice activist and for-
mer politiclan. She was the first
Latina elected to the San Jlose
City Council and the Santa Clara
County Board of Supervisors, and
was the first Latina to serve as the
board's chalrperson. The daugh-
ter of a coal miner who was ac-
tive In unlon organizing, she was
born in the Colorado mining town
of Cokedale. After the mine’s clo-
sure, the family moved to the San-
ta Clara Valley In Callfornia, where
she graduated from San Jose High
School.

She hosted her own ra-
dlo program on KLOK radlo and
worked with Cesar Chavez to es-
tablish the Community Services
Organlzation, the Chicano Em-
ployment Committee, and the
Opportunities Industrial Center.
She was president of the local

FRIN-"Z TR

Blanca Alvarado backs Nijmeh

I.egendary social ]ustlce Ieader endorses Charlene for Congress

hant

pter of the Mexican Amerl
Political Association. In 1980,
she was elected to San Jose City
Councll and represented East San
Jose until 1994. Alvarado served
two terms as San Jose's first Latl-
na Vice Mayor. In 1995, she was
ppolnted to fill a t positi
In the Santa Clara County Board
of Supervisors (created by Zoe
Lofgren’s departure for Congress)
and she was elected to the posi-
tion the T year. Alvarad
spent 12 years representing Dis-
trict 2 and retired from the Board

served as chair of the Community
Services Committee and as city
councll lialson for the city's Fine

Arts Ci lsslon. She played a
significant role In advocating for
the Hispanic communlty, Includ-
Ing Improving representation on
the city’s declslon-making bodies.

Alvarado was also active
In efforts to Improve Santa Clara
County's Juvenlle detention sys-
tem, She established an Office of
Women's Advocacy for the county
to develop programs to help wom-
en develop In their professional

In 2008, after 28 years In
pal politics.

During her time In office,
she fought for better representa-
tion of the Chicano community of
San Jose, helped foster the arts
and advocated on behalf of youth
and minorities. Among many oth-
er committee assignments, she

and p | lives. A g her
many accomplishments In office
were substantial Investments In
the Santa Clara Valley Medical
Center and the construction of the
Mexican Herltage Plaza, one of
the largest Latino cultural contors
In the country.

estate developers.

They also point to her
record on Incarceration reform.
Lofgren has served on the House
Judiclary Committee since 1994.
That year, the United States had
an incarcerated population of 126
million people. Today there are
nearly 2 million people incarcer-
ated - o 60% increase over her
tenure on the Judiciary Commit-
tee. Today, she is the Chair of the
Subcommittee on the Courts.

*It's 2024 and our pris-
ons do nothing to rehabilitate peo-
ple” one critic argued on social
media. "We should be so much
farther along as a society, but our
institutions are archaic. We need
younger leadership.®

Under Lofgren's lead-
ership as the top regulator of the
tech Industry In Congress, she has
allowed a global sex trafficking
epidemio to spiral Latino and in-
digenous communities are among
the most victimized populations in
the global sex trafficking epldem-
e

Native Americans are
victimized by human trafficking at
rates higher than that of the gen-

eral population. Though statistics
are few and far between, testimo-
ny [rom experts, activists, and trib-
al leaders - as well as Independ-
ent investigations - have revealed
a disproportionate impact One
study focused on four sites in the
continental United States and Can-
ada, revealed that up to 40% of sex
trafficking survivors in those com-
munities were Native American
or First Nations women. Another
report found that American Indi-
an and Alaska Native women face
the highest rates of rape and oth-
er sexual assaults and the second
highest rates of homicide vietiml-
zation. This report also accounts
for the criminal justice responses
to violenoe against American Indi-
an and Alaska Native women.

Similarty, the Latino
Community, and migrants in par-
teular, are also victimized by sex
trafficking at higher rates.

That's why these com-
munities are particularly sensitive
to the issue of human trafficking -
which they largely blame Loigren
for, citing her unwillingness to
regulate Big Tech, which serves as
her principal donor base.

Lofgren is also the sec-
ond-most senior member ol the
House Judiciary Committee. She
I8 the Chair of Antitrust Subcom-
mittee, which has the power to
break up monopolles and hold
companies accountable for unfair
commercial practices. She Is also
the Chair of the Subcommittee on
the Internet Under her leader-
ship, the tech Industry has gone
largely unscrutinized - despite
their soclal media products be-
ing linked to skyrocketing rates
aof youth bullying, depression, and
suicide.

That Lofgren also Chairs
the Subcommittee on Border Se-
curity, Immigration, Refugees, and
Citizenship. demonstrates a stun-
ning depth and breadth ol culpa-
bility in enabling this humanitari-
an catastrophe.
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BIG TECH TITANS
'HAVEPUT ZOE

LOFGREN AT A

KEY CRUX OF

| POWER

JUDICIARY
COMMITTEE

The Commitiee Is responsible
for considering and reporting -
legislation related to a wide
range of areas: antitrust, ad-
minlstrative, and commercial
law; courls, Intellectual prop-
erty, and the Internet; crime,
" terroriam, and homeland secu-
fity; Immigration, citizenship,
and refugees; and the constl-
tution, civil rights, and civil

libartiss. The commitiee also
conducts oversight of the Ex-
ecutive Branch and Judiclary.

RANKING MEMBER,
TECHNOLOGY
COMMITTEE

The Committee has jurisdiction -
ower all research and develop-
ment In the aress of energy,
aviation, astronautics, tsle- -
communications, and tech-
nm tnnm-tlm. This
marine research, NASA, -u
the commerclal application of
‘research technology.

CHAIR, ANTITRUST

.SUBCOHMHTEE

CHAIR, INTERNET
SUBCOMMITTEE

The Subcommitiee hos jerie-
diction over the Administration
of the U.S, Courts, the Fedetal
Ruies of Evidence, Civil and
Appellate Procedure, Judi
clai ethics, copyright, patest,
trademark low, Information
tethnology, and !l laws gov-
aming the Intemet.

OFGREN’S RELATIONSHIP
WITH BIG TECH IS CRUX

OF STRATEGY TO THWART PUSH FOR REGS

- |

tech :lmu. such as Meta, Am-
aron, Google, and Apple, have
children working for the compa-
nles they are supposed to regu-
late.

US Rep. Zoe Lofgren, a
Democrat known for her strong
opposition to antitrust bllis almed
ot relgning In Blg Tech, has a
daughter who works for Google.
Lofgren Is the Ranking Member of
the Sel Sp and Technol
ogy Committee, while her daugh-
ter, Shella Zoe Lofgren Collins, Is
a top lawyer for Google.

While Lofgren may have
the highest profile of the "Algo-
rithm Architects’ In Congress,
the family circle of lawmakers
snd tech companles Includes
more than a dozen membars of
Congr both Republl and
Democrats, who have children
who work or recently worked fot
tech glants such as Google, Ama-
zon, Meta (the parent compamy of
Facebook), of Apple.

Senate Majority Lead-
et Chuck Schumer's daughter,
Jessica Schumer, Is a reglstered
lobbylst at Amazon. His daughter,
Is a product mar-

Is the director of global policy at
Mata.

Senator Rob Portman's
son worked as a People Oper-
atlons Rotatlonal Assoclate at

Like Lofgren, these
members of Congress say they are
committed to balancing the pow-
er dynamics by holding Big Tech

Google from 2014 to 2016, while
Portman helped craft and pass HR
1885, also known as SESTA-FOS-
TA, representing a significant
reform In Congress's “techlash”
against online platforms.

Portman's office claims
his son had no role In lobbylng or
public policy durlng his time at
Google. He did not have to lobby
anyone. The dad knows where his
son works. It 1s a form of sllent
lobbying,

G.K. Butterfield, o for
mer House Energy and Commerce
Committee member, criticlzed

The Lofgren family’s
compensation
package from
Google has not been
made public.

Mata CEO Mark Zuckerberg for
employing too many Caucaslan
men and advocated for Caucaslan

ber of several committees regu-
lating the tech Industry, Including
Banking. Appropriations, and For-
elgn Relations, while his daughter

Rep. Zoe Lofgren is at the crux of

to repl them at Face-
booll.. Butterfield found no such
Cauceslan male lssuss at Google
atter his Caucaslan daughter be-
came Google's global head of in-
clusion from 2016 to 2020.

Big Tech's strategy to prevent the
regulation of the industry's role in
enabling a global sex trafficking

epidemic and allowing youth suicide

rates to skyrocket as a result of

social media technologies that are
being marketed to children.

table. This may mean noth-
Ing more than enhanced account-
Ing required when balancing their
kids' burgeoning bank account
balances.

I‘ma way to combat hyp-
s from
decislons over Blg Tech whlle
thelr children work for Big Tech
Is to requira any member of Con-
gress to recuse themselves from
voling or belng members of any
commitiea that directly regu-
lates this Industry. Of course,
that would mean these same Big
Tech companies would not hirs

thelr children, and Zoe Lofgren’s
daughter might have to head to
the unemployment line along with
dozens of other kids from the priv-
lleged lawmaker’s caste,

It won't happen. In-
stead, we hear the sanctimonlous
braying from the antiquated Con-
gresswoman, who has become
Inordinately wealthy nearly 30
years In congrus. that her daugh-
ter's ploymen t has lutely
nothing to do with how she vohl.
which somehow always aligns
with Big Tech's intarests.

That alone tells Intelll
gent voters enough to know when
the time has come to vots for
change.
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Working for Zoe Lofgren is a
sweet deal for her staffers

Do you have ambitlons to rise to power and make a fortune working In
big tech? Just get a Job as a staffer for Zoe Lofgren. According to The
American Prospect, a publication that closely mpnitors the relationship
between politiclans and power, “Lofgren, who represents part of Sllicon
Valley, opposes the sulte of bills challenging the dominant tech plat-
forms, She's nlso taken a lot of money from those companles.”

It's not only money, they say flows
back and forth between Lofgren
and big tech. It's also her staff. The
American Prospect exposed the de-
tails of staffers who go directly from
working with Lofgren to being hired
10 lofty positions in Silicon Valley,

*Several Lofgren legisla-
\ve staffers have found their way
Into Sliicon Valley companies once
revolving out of government. ZJ
Hull, former congressional alda and
counsel, Is now a senlor govern-
ment affalr officlal for Apple. David
Thomas, Lofgren's former chief of
staff, represented the Information
Technology Industry Councll, whose
members include Amazon, Apple,
Intel, Google, and many more. Ricky
Le, the former palicy adviser who
traveled to Google headquarters,
also lobbied for ITI, before returning
10 the office of Rep. Linda Sdnchez
(D-CA), Erik Stallman, a former
counsel, was a lobbyist for the In-
ternet Association, another Big
Tech trade group, and a public-poli-
¢y counsel for Google.”

Why wouldn’t you want to
work for Lofgren? Staffers are en-
sured cushy jobs and powerful posl-
tions in Silicon Valley after helping
her do her dirty work. This ensures
she stays closely tied to key people
in big tech pasitions, and that the
money and power Lofgren gains
from having her loyal soldiers hired
by these companies flows right
back to her too.

*“It's hard to separate Lof-
gren’s positions from her record of
support from the tech industry and
its financial angels. Tha Center for
Responsive Politics finds that Lof-
gren has received $964,816 In
her career, in employee and PAC
contributions, from' tech compa-
nles, including Cisco, Intuit, Google
and its corporate parent Alphabet,
Microsoft, Oracle, Adobe, the Na-
tional Venture Capital Association,
and leading VC company Klelner
Perkins., She's recelved individual
donations from Kent Walker, a lop
Google lobbyist in Washington. A
2017 campalgn fundraiser called
the “Taco Truck Fiesta®™ was attend-
ed by Google lobbyists.”

The article continues.
“In 2013, Google paid to have Lof-
gren’s then-chlef of staff Stacey
Leavandosky fly to Google head-
quarters to hold meetings on “pat-
ents, cybersecurity, copyright, Inno-
vatlon,” Policy adviser Ricky Le also
fiéw to Google HQ on the company’s
dime in the same year. Lofgren told
the Prospect that she personally
hadn't been to Google headquar-
ters In four or five years, and hadnt
visited Apple in over a decade. She
couldn't remember her last Uip 10
Facebook's campus,”

Then again, why would
Lofgren need to make any personal
visits to Google or Facebook head-
quarters when she can just send
the loyal people on her payroli? Es-
pecially If Lofgren's staffers know
they will be handsomely rewarded
by being added directly to the Goog-
le and Facebook payrolls, after en-
suring thelr interests are mutually
met. ‘

Is the “Lofgren Loop”
merely speculation on our part?
Hardly. Journalists and advocates
for transparency and falmess in

government have been skeptical of
Lofgren’s ability to serve the Ameri-
can people over her own greed and
personal Interests for decades. The
writing is on the wall, and it's writ-
ten In big dollar signs.

But don't just take it from
us. The Amarican Prospect has
been warning the public about Lof-
gron’s inextricable relationship with
Big Tech for years

“It's hard to separate Lof-
gren’s positions from her record of
support from the tech Industry and
its financial angels. The Canter for
Responsive Politics finds that Lof-
gren has received $964,816 in
her career, in employee and PAC
contributions, from tech compa-
nies, including Cisco, Intult, Google
and its corporate parent Alphabet,
Microsoft, Oracle, Adobe, the Na-
tlonal Venture Capital Association,
and leading VC company Klelner
Perkins. She's received Individual
donations from Kent Walker, a top
Google lobbyist in Washington. A
2017 campalgn fundraiser called
the ‘Taco Truck Flesta” was attend-
ed by Google lobbyists.”

Lofgren's direct ties to
big tech don't just stop at staffers,
Her daughter, Sheila Zoe Lofgren
Collins, serves as in-house corpo-
rate counsel at Google. Meanwhile,
Lofgren is a senior member of the
House Judiciary Committee, which
is charged with oversight of Big
Tech and antitrust issues,

The New York Post ex-
posed the potential abuses of pow-
er assoclated with this close famil-
\al relationship.

“That's a conflict that Is
stymying legislation to regulate the
ever growing behemoths In her Sil-
icon Valley district, critics on both
sides of the aisle say. Lofgren s
senior member of the House Judi-
clary Committee, which is charged
with oversight of Big Tech and
antitrust Issues. Meanwhile, her
daughter Sheila Zoe Lofgren Col-
iins, serves as in-house corporate
counsel at Google.”

The Post also details the
outright intimidation - tactics that
powerhungry  Lofgren deploys,
openly Intimidating any other Dem-
ocrat candidate hopefuls with less
personal ties to Silicon Valley from
infringing on her turf.

“She has a lot of power
in slowing down and even blocking
bills,” a person with direct knowl-
edge of the situation told On The
Money. “She's on a war path for
the last four months — she's even
spoken openly about her ability to
fundraise, and Is Intimidating Dem-
ocrats about how important tech s
for fundraising.”

All this criticism and expo-
sure hasn't stopped Lofgren so far,
even among calls for her to recuse
herself from such positions of pow-
er.

Jeff Hauser, founder and
director of the Revelving Door Pro-
ject. a progressive group that ex-
amines money In politics, calls Lof-
gren’s famillal ties to Silicon Valley
“problematic.* “It's definitely a con-
flict of Interest and if | were Lofgren,
I'd want to address the concerms by
recusing myself — not taking a lead-
ership rale.”

==

OTES RAISE DEEP
QUESTIONS FOR LOFGREN

International humanitarian organizations, poverty law centers, and good government groups have long called
on Congress to curb the use of soclal medla and telecom technologles In the context of the global human traf-
ficking epldemic — including the global sex trade. But those calls have fallen on deaf ears in Congress, where
members enjoy the easy patronage and the largess of Big Tech lobbylsts. Rep. Zoe Lofgren, who has represent-
ed the Silicon Valley reglon of Callfornia since 1995, and serves as Ranking Member of the Sclence, Technology,
and Space Committee, Is Big Tech's top operative In the Congress.

To younger, more junior members
of Congress, Lofgren acts as a gale
keeper to Silicon Valley’s lucrative
tech ecosystem, and she Isn't gen
erous with her conlacts unless the
junior member submits ceremaoni-
ously.

But Zoe Lolgren isn't
merely the Ranking Member of
the powerful committee govern
ing technology In the United States
- she {3 also the second most sen
jor member of tha all powerful
House Judiciary Committee, un-
doubtedly one ol the most covet
ous perches for any Waslington
political boss

In fact. she currently, or
in the recent past, has served as
the Chairperson of kéy subgom
mittees, including those governing
immigration, border security, refu
gees, and citizenship; the internet,
the courts; and anti-trust enforce-
ment  The Implications of Lof
gren’s influence over the House's
Interest in anti-trust enforcement
cannot be overstated.

That she Is Congresss
top regulator of the internet and
the person most responsible for
border security makes her starkly
culpable for a global sex traffick-
ing epidemic that is enabled by
Congress's failure to fulfill its over-
sight role on both fronts.

Googla  donates nearly
$90,000 p/year o Lofgren. The
company is a top contributor, Cis
co donates more than $60,000
p/year. Apple donales nearly
$40000 p/year. while Meta do-
nates just under $30,000 p/year.
The electronics manufacturing
industry and the Internet industry
‘were her top sources of cainpalgn
funds. Large Individual contribu-
tions make up more than 67% of
her total campaign contributions;
while PAC contributions make up
27%, and small individual contri-
butions make up barely 4%

Lolgren took more than
$167626 from Big Tech last year,
making her the third highest-indi-
vidual receiver of campaign funds
from the internet industry. But that
figure alone seriously understates
how much she benefits from Big

The Big Tech companies make a substantial po
Ing revenues targeting chlidren, and they don’t want to be regulated.

races (n California and elsewhere.
Big. Tech wields (s resources at
her direction, to the tune of tens of
millions of dollars each year, in a
myriad of campaign finance vehl
cles.

In exchange for those
election-time resources, Lofgren
has earned her reputation as the
Puppet of Big Tech by repeatedly
voting against regulating technol-
Ogy, intarnet, and telecom compa-
nies at the expense of consumers,
children, and the American peo-
ple.

It's common for Lofgren
to vole 10 reverse administrative
rules on behalf ol har sponsors,
like when she voted to reverse a
Federal. Communications Com-
mission rule designed to protect
the privacy of customers of broad-
band and other telecommunica-
tions services.

In many ways, Lofgren
I8 the reason that Americans pay
the highest prices for cable and
internet in the world. She has re-
peatedly voted against measures
that would promote competiion
among telecom and fiber optics
companies, like when she voted
aguinst the Unlocking Consumer
Cholce and Wireless Competition
Act

Perhaps most conocern-
ing Is Lolgren’s vole against the
Allow States and Victims to Fight
Online Sex Trafficking Act of 2017
(2/2717).

Lofgren's daughter - Shei
la Collins - 18 the General Counsel
at Google, raising questions about
conflicts of interest and kickback
schames similar to Hunter Biden's
pay-for-access  racket. Lofgren’s
daughter has refused to publicly
disclose the full range of her com
pensaton, benefits, and perks thal
she recelves from Google and oth
er Big Tech Industry sources that
her mother regulates as Ranking
Member of the House Sclence and
Technology Committee

Many good government
watchdogs want Shefla Collins’
compensation agreements to be
Investigated for publio corruption
They assert that the matter should
be referred to the House Ethics
Committee, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, and the Inspector
General. Unlortunately, in her role
as Chair of the House Administra-
tlon Subcommittee, Rep. Lofgren
would decide her own punish-
ment if she were eventually found
to have violated ethics rules.

Raising eyebrows even
{urther s & peculiar vote that Lot
gren took in 2011. Despite being
on the floor of the House at tha
tima, Lolgren refused to vote for
the Protecting Children from Inter-
net Pornographers Act That law
passed overwhelmingly, and even
recelved the support of Nancy
Pelosl, but Lolgren couldn't bring
herself to vote in favor of It
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BURDENED WITH SKY-HIGH Rl
FGRE

LATINOS COULD SEND LO

The incumbent, long-time politician,
feather-nester, and partisan above-all
Democrat, Susan Ellen “Zoe" Lofgren, is
expected to face off against Republican
businessman Peter Hernandez

and Democrat Charlene C. Nijmeh,

the Chairwoman of the Muwekma
Ohlone, an indigenous Tribe of the San

Francisco Bay Areq.

According to a Gallup poll from
October, only 13% of U.S. adults
approved the Job Congress was
doing. Similarly, a November poll
by Statista put the approval rate
at 15%. However, according to
Ballotpedia, more than 95% of
congressional Incumbents won
thelr races In 2022. This paradox}-
cal trend demonstrates that while
Americans have a negative view of
Congress, they re-elect thelr rep-
resentatives.

The phenomenon is widely known
as the ‘incumbency advantage.’
This advantage arises from the
familiarity and trust that low-infor-
mation voters associate a familiar
name with competence, without
regard to the candidates’ positions
on issues that affect them.

An emblematic case of
this is Lofgren. She has self-served
In Congress for 28 years, consist-
ently securing her seat despite her
long tenure and alignment with
big-money donors. Her political
career began with her election
in 1894, and she has managed to
seoure her position 14 times since
then, facing her 16th campaign in
2024

Lolfgren's success In get-
ting re-elected despite her lopsid-
ed favoritism of Big Tech and big
donors filluminates the power of
incumbency in American politics.

Her' relationships ‘with
wealthy donors symbolize the is
sues plaguing Congress' low rat

Tha tide may be nurning
Incumbency may no longer be the
advantage It once was. But Lol-
gren is leveraging her established
network and sizable campaign
finances (o maintain her seat She
is & great lavorite of Apple, Goog
le. Amazon, and Facebook - and
her role on Congress [s to protect
them from competitors, handing
ovar America’s future In Bo many
areas - including information, re
tail sales, innovation, and speech
to tho Big Four,

Lofgren has amassed a
significant campaign fund courte-
sy of Big Tech. And she sits on the
two committees most likely to help
Blg Tech ~ the Judiciary, and Sci
ence, Space, and Technology

Critles argue thot her
votes for. and ‘'more important-
ly her opposition to bills (often
smothering them (n committea),

which might reign in Big Tech, is
what they pay for

Lolgren’s. district, which
includes parts ' of Santa’ Clara

County and Silicon Valley, has
been a Democratic stronghold for
years. However, the 2020 Census
significantly altered the South Bay
and Central Coast Congressional
Districts. As a result, the California
Cltizens Redistricting Commission
created the new 18th Congres-
sional Distriot. This district com
bines parts of Santa Clara County
with portions of Monterey and
Santa Cruz counties, and all of San
Benito County.

It shifted her safe Silicon
Valley, Tech-dominated district to
one now 686 percent Latino (most
ly Mexican).

Why would she embrace
all new voters, unfamiliar with her
name, and who, if they knew her
policies, would not want her as
their representative?

Did the lop party leaders
in the Democratic Party outflank
her? Did they hand her a district
she did not want and had to ac-
oept?

Not atall. She is a top par
ty leader. She wants the change.

According to: Lofgren’s
website, "Zoe sees grealt op-
portunities in representing this
newly-redrawn district, - specil
lcally: in connecting the Silicon
Valley-based technology prowess
with the area's robust agricultural
sector.”

The redrawing of Cali-
fornia’s 18th Congressional Dis
trict will secure her political and
financial future

The - redistricling.  car
ried out by the so-called "non-par
tsan® California Citlzens Redls
trioting Commission, -using the
2020 Census altered the districts
bouncdaries.

Lolgren uses the census
as an opportunity to bridge the
gap betwedn Silicon Valley’s tech
nological might and the region’s
thriving agricultural sector, This
will pava the way for Blg Teoh's ex
pansion toward rural areas, open
Ing up lucrative real estate oppor
tunities for Lofgren's donors and
her attorney-husband’s clients.

The newly redrawn
district now Includes the Salinas
Valley, known for its substantial
Latino ™ population. The sucdden
inclusion of a predominantly Lati

district will be
on March 5th,
though hallot
hoxes open on
February 6th.

The primary for
California’s 18th

Ma LOFGREN

3 W

The CEOs of Google, Apple, and
M(lelhnlre Zko"eot“oi to ew’
call Rep gren p!
on all sorts of matters
have made it clear that the
Bay Area's housing shortage
Is a principal constraint on
tech giants' long-term growth.
Google, like other tech glants
requ re ample supplies of lux-
housing to attract highl
R ald software enﬂmers an
eady tech workers

-

REP. ZOE LOFGREN ASKS GOOGLE CEO SUNDAR PICHAI HOW
GOOGLING ‘IDIOT’ SHOWS A PICTURE OF PRESIDENT TRUMP
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no community ralses questions
about displacement and gentrifi-
cation

Her friends covet the
land And land came before Big
Tech. And land goes to the high-
est bidder.

The outcome of the 2024
election will depend on whethar
gullible Latino voters are hulled
into believing Lofgren - with al-
most three decades of serving Big
Tech - will be no threat to their es-
tablished interests and land.

For Lofgren, the best re-
sult is for Latinos to doze comiorta-
bly under their sombreros in com-
fort and complacency, and choose
not 1o vote in the primary. Take a

time, she can put enough poll-

N PACKING

mies the means for our destruc-
tion. Latinos make way for Big
Tech and vote for Zoe Lolgren.

The eagle was struck by
an arrow fletched with feathers
from its own kind.

In other news, Google is
planning to construct a massive
new corporate headquarters in
downlown San Jose. Real estate
developers expect It 10 accelerate
the City's displacement of Mexdi-
can Americans, Filipinos, and the
Vietnamese communities.
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Lofgren’s crusade for abortion on
demand, transgender agenda rile socially
conservative Latino voters in new district

The relontiess social crusade [or
abartion and mngondsr rights
that made Zoe Lofgren o liberal
horo o hor white, wonlthy, olie
constituents might just be her
um:lomp, In o NoOY MO Conserv:
ative, lamily-oriented cistrict The
people she must now Ingratato
hersell 1o are o very diflerent type
ot Democral than Lolgron has pre-
viously been assured lo appease
with her [ar left stances on abor
tlon and LOBOT i1ssues District 18
Is less white, less rich, loss hberal,
and much more of a diverse Lati
no and working-class population
than she's ever faced before Wi
her new community be convinced
that Lotgren shares their values in
such contentious social issues?
Lel's 1ake a closer look
al some key examples of Lofgren's
dogged determination lo push
abortion and n protransgender
agenda, and examine why ths
new voling bloc might take pause
Lofgren has made her

way”

Har impossioned state
ment lat har lormerty very Uboral
votora Jmow alie bolleves "Free-
dom |s on the |ine. We nood 10 stop
up, get busy, and onganize to stop
Ropublican plans to Impose thelr
right wing egenda on the ontire
country”

But does e demograph-
Io of her new district see abortion
as o nng wing agenda? The ylatis-
tics say olherwise

According to the Pew
Rescarch Ceonter’s report in 2022,
"Among Latino Democrats and
Democratic leaners, 84% of liber-
als say abortion should be legal
In most or all cases. Meanwhila,
nmong Latine Republicans and
GOP leanars, 69% of conservalives
say nbortion should be illegal in
most or ull cases.”

While many Latinos
have voted for Democrats, they
don’t necessarily identify as “Ub-
erals” or with the increasingly

Lofgren believes in abortion without limits - including
allowing a mother (o kill a baby after it has been

born alive. She voted against the Born-Alive Abortion
Survivors Protection Act (Nov 11, 2023) and dozens of
other measures to protect unborn children.

staunch support of abortion rights
well known Condemning the Su-
preme Courts Dobbs Decision,
she opined: "This Supreme Court
deoision 1s the first ever to take
A constitutional right away from
Americans This is a bleak day
for our country” said Lofgren
“The Court has become a partisan
body, overthrowing decades of
precedent to advance a right-wing
palitical agenda This decision is
the culmination of decades of et
forts by the Republican Party to
place one far-right ideologue alter
another on the Court™

She promised lo pro-
teot abartion in California via her
power in the US Cangress, saying
“Tm grateful that our local elected
officials strongly support women's
rights and will continue to fight
for them. [ join them in that cru-
cial fight At least until next year,
abortion will remain safe, acces-
sible, and legal In California. But
we must take action to keep It that

left-leaning Iiberal politics of the
Democratic  Party,  ospecially
when it comes to abortion rights
Lolgron has a fundamen

tal difference n values Irom her
new Latino constituents in her
pro-transgender ogonda Lofgren
has becn o fiercae supportor of
transgender rights and gonder af-
firming care, which was pleasing
lo the wealthy liberal elites of her
previous district Il was so pleasing
1o this crowd that thay applauded
her verbal attack on a member of
the United States Commission on
Civil Rights, Gall Heriot, for being
an “ignorant bigot® when Herlot
testified before the House of Rep-
resentatives. During her testumo-
ny. Heriol expressed opposition to
the Obama administration's direc-
tive on transgender students’ use
of restrooms, which urges public
school districts nationwide to al-
low transgender students o use
the bathroom that matches their
gender identity.

Lotgren out Herfol's etimony oll,
using hor booming microphone to
blast her

“1 Uunk youTe o Ligot
lady. 1 think you'ro an Ignorant
byt~

Lolgren then continuex]
10 lecture Herlot "Tve got ta say,
1 found [this tesiimony] rather of
lensive, and U says 10 me that the
wilnoss roally doesn't know nny-
thing and probably has nover met
n (ransgender chud who is gaing
through, In almost every case, o
very difficult experience linding
themsslvea.”

While Lofgren's oulrage
wns applauded by liberals, this
was not the case Among more
conservative minded people who
considered her atack on Harlot,
an accomplished law professor
and civil rights attorney, o be
rude. uncalled lor and out of fouch
with the views of many Ameri
oans.

According to Vox, “While
most Latinos ranked the economy
as a top midierm priority, thalr
opintons on aboruon and LGBTQ
Americans were much more var
led Vox's reporting ultimately
concluded that currently “Fewer
than half of Latincs say that same-
sox marriage and acceptance ol
transgender people are ‘good for
socicty ™

Suppont for LOBTQ and
trans rights s alsu mudch less
popular when it comes to older
goncrations of Latinos and work-
ingclass Latino [amilles, com
parcd to the young Lntinos of Gen-
eraton X. A big chunk of Lotgren's
now voters are working-class fam-
lies, who might not appreciste
Lofgren pushing pro-transgender
values that they largely believe
are not good lor society.

Wil Lolgren's allagiance
to [arleft Liberal values put her at
odds with her new unfamiliar ter
ritory?

On the March 6 primary,
we will see what the volers of Dis-
trict 18 truly stand for.

Fact: Lofgren voted against a
House resofution expressing
the sense of Congress

condemning recent attacks

on pro-fife facilities, groups,
and churches (Jan 11, 2023)

Integrated Downtown West
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LOFGREN HAS PRIORITIZED
PARTISAN POLITICS OVER
THE LATINO COMMUNITY

Lofgren is disconnected from the district, spending most of
her time and life in Washington, DC. Outside of the election
cycle, she is rarely seen in the district.

Rep. Zoe Lolgren has been in elect-
ed office for more than 44 years,
having served on the Santa Clara
Céunty Board of Supervisors for
fourteen years, before serving
in Congress for nearly 30 years.
She represents a majority-Latino
istrict, a community that (eels as
thuugh they deserve representa-
nwn that priontizes their interests
above partisanship and political
gnmes.

Rep. Lolgren is a leftist
firebrand - a member of the Bay
Area squad led by Speaker Emer-
Ita Nancy Pelost that aged quiokly
nito the party establishment, with
the monied backing of Big Tech.
She Is widely known as one of Pe-

Rep. Zoe
Lofgren is the
Chair of the
California
congressional
delegation.

los1's lop ‘enforcers, earning her
powerful positions as Ranking
Member of Lthe Science and Tech-

nology Commitiee, and the sec-
ond mos! senior member of the
all-powerful Judiciary Commuttee.

As such. Lofgren natu-
rally prioriizes Pelosi's partisan
political games over the working
class Mexican American constt
uency that has been in San Jose
since before Callfornia was In the
United States.

Despite serving as the
Chaur of the Judiciary Subcommit-
tee on Immigration, Border Secu-
rity, Citizenship, and Refugees, she
has fafled to address the humani-
tarian and national security crisis
on the southern border

Lofgren had the oppor-
runity to work with five different
presidents o secure the border
and fix the broken immigration
system.  Instead. she has prior-
ifized farleft palitics and refused
to work acrdss the party aisle
every ime that there was an open-
Ing to do so. Lolgren’s politcking
on the border crisis has, in many
ways, created the unprecedented
humanitarian crisis that we {ace

today.,

Lolgren voled against
the Border Secunty Bill of 2006
Lolgren voled against the Secure
Fence Act of 2008 Lolfgren vot-
ed against the Immgration Act
of 2008, which was a bipartsan
comprehensive immigration re-

form plan being advanced by
President George W Bush Lol-
gren voted against the Border
Security and Immigranon Reform
Act of 2018

Lofgren has been no
friend to Immigrants - even voting
against humanitarian assistance
for migrants at the border. Lof
gren voted agalnst emergency
appropriations 1o provide human
itarian assistance to migrants at
the southern border, the Emer-
gency Supplemental Appropria-
tions for Humanitarian Assistance
and Security at the Southern Bor-
der Act of 2018 (6/26/19) Lolgren
voted against the Undocumented
Immigrant Emergency Medical
Assistance legislation belng can-
sidered in 2004, y

Lolgren twice voted
ngainst Immigration Reform legis
Iotion that was belng considered
in 1008

In recent weeks, young
wetlvists and leaders in San Jose's
historio  Latino  nelghborhoods
have been rising up 10 mobilize
agalnst Zoe Lolgren 1o oust her at
the ballot box. The activisls are
deeply concerned about Lofgren's
relentless support of Big Tech,
which has translated into a relent-
less gentrification of the city’s most
marginalized populations

Watsonville Mayor Rebecca
Garcia tells voters to back
Charlene Concepcion Nijmeh

Before Rebecca Garcla servod as Mayor of Watsonville, CA, she served as
a City Counclimember, as a Trustes on Gabrillo College’s governing board
for 20 years. She chalred the Watsonvlile Housing Task Force In the ear-

o 1 Al Aatl

ly 1990's, leading to an Incluslonary

o tng

affordable housing development. Now, she Is rallying the community
around the congressional candidacy of Chariene Concepcién Nijmeh.

Whatsonville Mayor Rebecca Gar-
cia has endorsed the candidacy
ol Tribal Chairwoman Charlene
Concepcion Nijmeh for Congress,
In her bid to unseat the en-
trenched long Ume Incumbent,
Rep. Zoe Lofgren

Garcia's  endorsement
comes as Nijmeh has been sung
ing In internal campalgn polling
and Lofgren hns (acex] o barrage
of scrutny over her poor perfor
mance on {ssues that ore impor
tant 1o voters in the clistrict, par:

ticularly regmrding the housing
affordabtlity crisis, homelossness,
and Lolgren's relusal 10 regulate
Big Toch platforms for their role In
the human tratticlking epidemic.
“The voice of the people
|8 being heard by Charlene She is
ready to address these issues in
Congress.” Moyor Garcin says.
The Latino vote in the
18th congressional districts small
ciues - ke Watsonville, Hollister,
Uilroy, Saledad, and King City
are likely to decide the race. Sall-

Tuan Nguyen, Chairman of the
Asian American National Committee
endorses Nijmeh'’s bid for Congress

Tuan Nguyen, the influental
Chairman of the Asian American
National Committee has endorsed
the congressional candidacy of
Charlene Concepelén Nijmeh

Nguyen, who is a Vi-
etnamese American bhased in
Orange County, where a vibrant
Vietnamese community is fnal-
ly finding its footing in Amenican
politics In the 46th congressional
district. In that district. Michelle
Steel is baing challenged by Derek
Tran.

Nguyen has long wanted
to see San Joso's Vielnamese com-
munity crganize (o nssert its po-
litical influence. In fact, San Jose

has the largest concentration ol
Vietnamese people In the United
States, which is not widely known
"I have  personally
known and been a friend of Char
lene for many years, Chairwoman
Nijmeh s a dedicated. passlonate,
and principled leader, leading
worthy causes n defending jus-
tice and equality in the best ways
that she can,” Nguyon writes. “She
is a true and hanes! leader who
we can count on in these challeng-
ing umes | ask all Calllornians to
foin ma In supporting Clialrworn-
an Nijmeh's condidacy for Con-
gress in California’s 18th district”

Morgan Hill Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram

———— earroiglt Jeep T mane
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National Human Trafficking
and Slavery Prevention Month

The month of January has been designated by the White Housa as Na-
tlonal Human Trafficking and Slavery Prevention Manth. Milliens of wom-
en, men and children around the world are subjocted to Torced labor,
domestic servitude, or the sex trade at the hands of human trafiichers. A
form of modem-day slavery, the Inhumane practice of human trafficking
takes place here In the United States as well.

Human traficking Is ane of tho
most helnous crimes investigated
by ICE In its warst manifestation,
human traflicking is akin to mod-
em-day slavery They are forced

+ into prostitution, involuntary labor

and other forms of servitude to re-
pay dobts - aften incurrod during
entry into the United States.

ICE recognizes that se-
vere comsequences o human
trafficking continue even after the
perpetrators have been arrested
and bheld acoountable. ICE® Vie-
tim Assistance Program helps co-
ardinate services to help human
trafficking victims, such as crisis
intervention, counseling and emo-
tional support.

The average age a leen
enters the sex rade inthe US {5 12
to 14 years old. Many viclims are
runaway girls who were sexually
abused as children. In 2018, The
National Human Trafficking Hot-
line reccived mare calls from Cal-
ifornia than any other state in the
US, followed by Texas and Florida,

ery around the world.

Children account for hall
of the victims of hurnan traffick-
ing The average age that a young
person becomes Involved in sex
trafficking is 12 years old If the
victim is a minor, no force, fraud,
or coercion is necessary lo prove
mafficking Any youth under the
age of 18 who is involved in a com-
mercial sex act Is considered to be

and bars, of school, in mnlls, or tn
metro stations.” ™

Labor  trafficking  In-
cludes situations ol debt bondage,
forced labor, and Involuntary child
labor: Common types al labar tral-
ficking Includo peoplo forced t©
work In homos as domostio serv-
ants and factory workers held In
tnhumane conditions with litde o
No pay.

Victims of humsan traf
ficking are often afraid o come
forward and unahble to leave traf-
fickers because of trauma, physi-
cal violencs, [ear of harm to their
familjies, having nowhere else lo
g0, or a distrust of authority fig-
ures.

As both a grave crime
and a human rights abuse, Il com-
promises national and economic
security, undermines the rule of
law, and harms the wuoll-being
ol individuals and communities
everywhere. It is a crime of ex-
ploitation. Traffickers profit at the
expense ol their victims by com-
pelling them to perform labor or
1o engage in commercial sex in
overy region ol the Unlted States
and around the world Human
traffickers prey on people of all
ages, backgrounds, and nationali-
tes, exploiting them for their own
profit

Traffickers compel vic-
tims to engage in commearcial sex
and to work in both legal and illic-
it industries and sectors, including
hospitality, traveling sales crews,
agrioulture, janitorial services,
construction, landscaping, restau-
rants, [actories, care for persons
with disabllities, salon services,
massage parlors, retail services,
fairs and carnivals, peddling and
mﬂﬂ@m@mm dis-

religious Institutions,
child manddoumdcwork.

=
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Laura Mullen’s story of surviving trafficking
inspires her work to help others

BY LAURA MULLEN

| was on the streets for six years.
| was trafficked by multiple peo-
ple who took advantage of a drug
addiction | had developed. They
would Intentionally make me slck
and use drugs to torture me until |
did what they wanted. Once, | was
forced to perform sex acts with
multiple members of MS-13 while
they threatened me with an axe
and knife. Even after that, | did not
aven consider calling the police.

Now. [ work with other victims and
Kknow that there are law enforce-
mént agencles and officers who
are commulted to protecting vic
tims and survivors of human trafl
ficking. But back then, the police
had never done anything 1o earn
my trust ar respect. One told me
*You are not a productive member
of socioty” Even f they could have
helped, cops had always made me
feel bad about mysell To me, | was
living in my worst nightmare but
even then, the cops were the boo
gleman They harassed me and
followed me arcund because of
things that they thought my tamily
members had done.

Whilo in {ail on a drug re-
lated charge, the police hounded
me o report my trafficker. They
had recognized me from my tme
on the streets and were Irying to
prosecute my trafficker Al that
moment, I refused to halp them. |
told them 1 had no idea what they
were talking aboul Because at that
moment, my trafficker was In jail
with me. He had other girls who
could harm me. | was convinced
and afraid that if | talked, someone
would hurt me or worse [ felt so
trapped; the police wanted to get
me and my trafficker wanted to
get me.

Someane from Empow-
erment Collaborative ol Long Is-
land came to see me while | was in
jail. They showed me that I didn't
have to go back to the streets, that
I had other options and that | had

hopa | want through tholr pro
@ram when | got out ol jail, got an
apartment with thelr help, and o
gun traumn therapy.

| Udsik bk 1o the kind of
ptate | wos in then. If someone had
mnid, you have W provide inforrma-
tion to the police if you want to got
halp, 1 would have never gotten
help. | would have continued Ury-
ing to make it on my own, because
the risk of my trathcier hurting
me or gotting somoaona (o find me
was Just too high. The police had
never protected me before, how
could [ trust that [ would be safe if
| reported my situntion to them? In
the moment you reach out for help,
you're thinking about how you're
going to eal, how you're going [0
et shoes to wear 1f someone says
that everything will be reparted 10
the police, then you've got to think
about, "Oh man, what if the police
try to ind me, to talk to me?” That's
just too much to think about when
you're trying 1o survive.

1 now work for Empow-
erment Collaborative of Long
Island as the Survivor Advisory
Board Co-Founder and President
| work closely with law enforce-
ment now and we have 34 partner
agencies, including HSI, local tral-
ficking unit, and ICE 1 am on-call
24/7 I there's going 1o be a raid at
a worksite or hotel, they call me
and | show up with them. | talk to
anyone | meet and explain what
resources are available. When 1
was on the streets, | felt 50 alone
and so now | try to make sure no
one feels (hat way.

Many of my clients have
the same concerns | did. For those
who are undocumented, their fear
of the police Is even greater. Once,
HSI was called down to a hotel
where the hotel owners were tak-
ing bribes from traffickers. One
woman | talked to there refused
all help from the police, even lood.
She told me that she had escaped
gang violence in El Salvador and
even though her situation here
‘was bad, she would never go back

to El Salvador. Anothor woman |
worked with came lrom Hondu
s Vher tralliclosr hoad promised
hor n place W live and a good o
Insteod, sho gut cncless domesto
worlk and fear Her trafficker 1old
haor that If she ever left his house,
he would call the polioe and she
would immediaaly ba deported
back 0 Hondurms. She did no
step loot oul of the proparty for
rwo and a hall years

Though we may not
agreo with how viatims and sur-
vivors often see law enforcament.
that is the reality they live in
There is 8o much fear and confu-
sion Fear of deportutinn, foar of
retalistion, fear or the saloty of
ourselves and our [amilies. Very
lew people understand their

rights.

Now, when | work with
victims and survivors, my only
goal is to get resources (o help that
person. [ tell them, "You have a
choloe.” You can choosa how you
wan! 1o go about your healing and

- you can choose the help you vwant

1 am here to support you. You de-
cide if and when you are ready (0
report your situation.

I've helped to train 6,000
community members, ['ve spo-
ken ot international ymposiums,
been featured in newspapers, all
bocause | want to educate our
community. | want 0 empower
people to know what kind of holp
is available to them, so that they
oan make good decisions. Right
now, 1 am advocating for the im-

For James Evans, self-realization was key to surviving trafficking experience

BY JAMES EVANS

Growing up In a small, Midwest-
em town was not easy for a child
like me. From a very young age, |
knew | was different. | also knew
that being different - being gay ~
in my hometown was not accept-
able. My solution was to hide my
authentic self and try to become

snuff out the part of me that | was
unwilling to accept.

| was living in & dorm room af a
college that | had gotien into after
passing the GED exam. [ was only
there because | needed a place
0 sleep. | was on academic pro-
bation and | knew my days there
were numbered. The man told
me | had other options. He would
teach me how to do massage ther-
apy and | could live the glamarous
and exciting life he offered He

“gocd looking ™ 1 didn’t need an ed-
ucation. | could simply pack a bag
and travel with him. Hopeless, I felt
1 had no other choioe. 1 said yes.

He paid for my train
tieket and 1 mot him in Chicago.
‘When | arrived, there were other
men there who also traveled with
him. They were not massage ther-
apista. They were escorts. [ was
fold that T could do massage - but
1 could make much more money
if 1 had sex with the clients. The
money that we made would then
be poaled together to pay for the
flights, advertisements and hotel
sccommodations. lf there was any
money left after that, [ was told
1 would get a cut [ could make
more if | helped recruit guys for
the nightly live webcam shows
Every couple of days, we would
book a hotel In another part of
the country. Befare we got on the
plane, we would book a full day of
escort clients in that new city.

1 thought [ was in control
1 thought [ was making these de-
cisions. | thought this man wanted
what was best for me and wanted
1o help me. It never crossed my
mind that | was being used as
bait, having unprotected sax with
countless men for HIS profit

Although hundreds and
hundreds of dallars were handed
over 1o this man in a given day, |

was only given enough monay
to buy food. After one of the oth-
ar guys Introduced me to orystal
meth. | became consumed. It was
the only thing that could get me
through this. | became a shell -
detached from all emotion. I no

mcwnApieosditbdmgedm
every gingle man who violated it

Eventually, | had & psy-
chotic break | became a Uahility
and the men had the key cards

aver and over in my mind Lo a
prisoner being forced to waltch his
nightmares on a loop. Every day
was the same Even though time
moved forward, 1 was still living
each day in the past. | was stuck
and unable to move forward.

Then something mirac-
ulous happened. In the dapths of
my despair, o stranger found me
broken, beaten down and afraid.
on the streets and took me to the
hospital. | was given TV flulds,
some food and an opportunity to
g0 to drug and alcohol rehabilita-
tion. | agreed to go because | need-
ed a place to sleep and food to eal.
1 was sick and tired of eating left-
over ood from trash cans on the
streel. | was too tired to fight life
anymaore.

This was the beginning
of the road to my recovery. Still
tortured by the trauma of my past,
1 wrestled drugs and alcohol for
many mare years. [ truly believed
that no one else had experienced
what | had experienced. [ did not
think that amyone could under-
stand and that [ would have o live
with the pain for the rest of my
life. 1 had isalated myself and was
afraid of everyone. | did not trust
amyone because | knew everyone
wanted something from me. Then,
in late 2017, 1 stumbled upon the

When | read through the
survivor testimonials, | heard my
story. | realized | was not alone.

There was a nama for what | had
experienced. | had experienced
sex trafficking For so long I had
denied this truth because it didn't

I read the stories and Identified
with the other survivors, [ found
acceptance and was willing o
find a salution. | was tired of feel-
ing helpless and stuck, so [ took
action. | plcked up the phone and
I called the National Human Traf-
ficking Hotline.

I no langer live in my
trauma. | choose to live in my
strength. | have recently celebral-
ed three years af sobriety. | am so
proud of my recovery and my de-
sira to LIVE. I went back to school
and became a certified massage
therapist. 1 cried when | got my

when | opened it | realized things
had gone full circle and that | had
made something beautiful out of
my past.
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TRIBAL CHAIRWOMAN'S
INSPIRES NATIVE AMERICAN C(

Charlene Nijmeh has served as Chairwoman
of the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe for the last

five years, reinvigorating the Tribe's 40-plus
year struggle to affirm its federal status. The
Tribe was previously federally recognized and
was never terminated by an Act of Congress.
One hundred percent of its members descend
from that previously recognized Tribe.

Charlene Nijmeh has served as
Chalrwoman of the Muwekma
Ohlone Tribe for the last five years,
relnvigorating the Tribe's 40-plus
year struggle to affirm its federal
status. The Tribe was previously
federally recognized and was nev-
er terminated by an Act of Con-
gress. One hundred percent of its
members descend from that previ-
ously recognized Tribe.

A seven-year Stanford University
genomic study has conclusively
linked the Tribe'’s ten core line-
ages to a 2000-year-old burial
ground on their homelands. And
just last year, a federal District
Court judge in the Northern Dis-
trict of California found that the
Tribe retains its sovereign lmmu-
nity despite not being on the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs’ official list of
recognized Tribes.

The Bay Area commu-
nity has been firmly supportive.
Five- Democratic Party county
committees have passed resolu-
tions endorsing the Tribe's efforts.
The region’s largest universities,
environmental groups, and minor-
ity political blocs have endorsed
:he Tribe's recognition as well.

Card rooms operaing
in the Bay Area and Tribal gam-
ing entities in Northern California
have been bankrolling lobbyists to
undermine Muwekma, as they’ve
been doing for decades - which
has created a big political road
block that is slowly being disas-
sembled.

To overcome the politcs
of division and greed that has di-
vided Indian Country, Chalrwom
an Nijmeh is challenging 30-year
incumbent congresswoman and
Chair of the California delegation,
Rep. Zoe Lofgren. Lofgren wields
the gaming tribe’s political largess
to campaigns around the eountry,
and has been the primary obsta-
cle 1o legjslation that would affirm
the Tribe.

Q: Whaere did you get the inspiration to run
for Congress?

At the age of elght, | saw my mom
hit an archeologist with a shovel as
he was digging up a sacred burial
sita of our ancestors. It was an im
portant moment of resistance for
our Tribe. [t was a breaking point
So much had been taken from us,
our community had enough. We
stood up and said. *not one more

inch” But my mom went to jail,
went bankrupt, and lost her house
because of it

1 learned that the win-
ner of the war writes the history
books - and the history that's been
taught in schools has not been
truthful.  As indigenous people,
we need to teach our own history
- not allow colonial institutions to
propagate false narratives about
us, like the racist trope that we
were savage barbarians. For too
many decades, the American gov-
ernment has tried invain to justify
or reason away the genocide that
they waged against us - but there
is no justification for what the fed-
eral government and the State of
California have done to us.

People don't understand,
because they haven’t been told
the truth.

Over the last five years
that I've been serving as Chair-
woman, I've learned how legacy
media companies ignore indige-
nous people and the challenges
that we face. The San Francisoo
Chronicle refuses to tell our story,
and sometimes even actively un-
dermines our justice campaign.

That's why | see the
need for this Trall of Truth - my
campaign for Congress - (o raise
awareness and to educate the
public about the ongoing con
temporary colonial realities that
continue to victimize my people,
and victimize indigenous people
across North America.

My goal is nothing short
of our palitical liberation - not just
for my Ohlone people, but political
liberation for indigenous people
across Turtle Island We are so
much stronger when we organ-
ize and mobilize together. For too
long, we've allowed the federal
government’s divide and conquer
tactics In our community to un-
dermine our collective political
power - which is enormous.

When you became Chairwoman five years
ago, what did you pradict would be the most
difficuit challenge In the role? Were your
predictions correct?

I've always known that federal
recognition would be our biggest
challenge. | saw my mom serve as
Chalrwoman for 40 years, rying
to get the Bureau of Indlan Affairs
to correct its mistake - It's egre-
gious negligence - in not including
our Tribe on the list of federally

Nijmeh has made
housing a priority
for the Tribe,
which is at risk of
being gentrified
from its 10,000-
year Bay Area
homelands.

[

Berkeley

Chairwoman Charlene Nijmeh delivers a Tedx Talk at Berkeley detall-
Ing her people’s struggle to affirm their federal status

Chairwoman Rosemary Canberra, who led the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe
for more than 40 years, standing with her daughter, Charlene Nijmeh in
the 1980s when the Tribe was struggling to protect its burlal grounds

LIFE S1

recognized Tribes that it first cre

ated in 1978, We've been in that
struggle ever since

When | was asked by
my mother to take over the role,
it wasn't something | was look
ing forward to, because I saw the
obstacles that she faced. It was
daunting. I've seen how the spe-
cial interests use money to influ
ence politics and mobilize lobby:
ists against us. I've seen what the
card rooms did to try to stop us at
every trm.

However, the challenge
that is becoming more and more
pressing for our Tribe Is the ex
istentinl threat posed by gentri
fication. The enormous afforda
bility crisis In the Bay Area Is
pushing our young people from
our 10,000-year-old homeland
That's why - in addition to our re
Invigorated campaign for federal
recognition - my administration
Is making it a pricrity to acquire
land and to build housing for our
people. We aren't going to let the
issue of federal recognition slow
down our efforts to rebuild our vil
Inge.

Recently, a few major developments have
happened In the Tribe’s favor. Stamford Uni-
versity's genomic study was published, con-
clusively linking the Tribe's core lineages to
an ancient burial site in Sunal, CA. Separate-
Iy, a federal judge in the Northermn District
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of California affirmed that the Tribe retains
sovereign immunrty, despite nol being on the
Bureau of Indian Affairs’ official list. What
does it teel like for all of this evidence mount-
ing and the entire community pow acceptiog
that you are precisely the people thet you've
atways said you are?

My people have alwnys known
who we are - each generation in
stilled in us our abligations to our
land, m our ancestors, to our chil
dren, and to each other It feels
good thal the broader Bay Area
community is finally recognizing
the enormous body of evidence
that proves that we are precisely
{he people who we've always sald
we are. It's unfortunate that our
Jeaders in Congress are moving
slowly on this, but having the com-
munitys support is really beauti
ful and inspiring.

The Judges decision In
(he Weiss case wasn't a surprise o
us. Our sovereignty is inherent. It
doesn’t come from the federal gov
ernment. 'm glad that the judge
affimmed our sovereign immunity.
It puts us in a very unique sifua-
tion-among Tribes in the United
States.

- particularly California Indians -
struggle with 2 lot of issues arvund landless-
ness. homelessaess, and economic

clarified, what will the Tribe do next? There
are 50 many other challenges, where do you
start?

Housing is the most pressing
We're going to rebuild our village
and rekindle our fire. That's going
lo protect our young people from
gentrification pressures. We need
to acquire land for that, because
California was stolen from us.

We want to revive our
Chochenyo language, o reinvig
orate our ceremonies and dances.
and to suppaort our artists so that
we can usher in a new golden age
of cultural revival for our people
We're considering strategies to
open a charter schiool

Our people have en
dured an enormous amount of
trauma, and there Is a lot of in-
tergenerational healing that we
need to work on internally as a
community. There are drug treat
ment needs, and our (aith keepers
want to be Involved in that heal-
ing work There are job training
needs. Theres a need lor eco
nomic opportunities for those who
are trained.

Textile recycling enterprise
provides affordable
clothing in Latin America

Just over fifteen years ago, Charlene Nijmeh founded a recycling compa-
ny that today diverts 60 million pounds af waste from landfills each year.
Her companles and partners then resell what can be reused through thelr
1213 stores In Central America. Whatever can’t be resold Is reprocessed
Into fiber and used to make bullding Insulation and carpet underlay.

Charlene has been a thought lead-
er in the recycling space. She
was 16 years ahead of the curve,
as progressive states like Califor-
nia are just now considering tex
tile recycling laws 10 address the
enormous environmental impacts
of the textile industry - which is
the most environmentally damag-
ing in the world.

Her investment in Meg-
apaca allowed the chain of sec-
ond-hand retail stores to grow
from just under a dozen stores to
more than 123 supercenters today
In the process, she created 8,000
jobs in Central America and sev
aral hundred in the United States

After her company be-
came successful, Charlene creat
ed the Green Education Founda
tion to support youth education
programs focused on teaching the
next generation the importance of
recycling and environmental sus
tainability

Charlene ploneered the
design of Industry-leading neigh-
borhood donation stations, which
have made the economics of re-
cycling viable at scale. The sta-

tions have cameras that allow for
remote monitoring. which is pow-
ered by solar panels.

Charlene’s partnership
with Megnpaca has created 6,000
jobs in Guatemala, Honduras, El
Salvador, and Mexico.

Charlene’s partnership
in Ukraine created more than 100
jobs, before Russia’s unprovoked
war forced the company to shut
down its textile warehouse

Charlene’s partnerships
in Turkey have been growing
rapidly. The country has a robust
textile industry that supplies Euro-
pean markets, and her recycling
companies purchase overruns
and overstocks for distribution in
Latin American markets

Following  devastating
earthquakes (n Turkey last year,
where one business partner lost
dozens of relatives, Charlene trav
eled to the hardest-hit regions 1o
deliver badly needed relief sup-
plies, including clothing, food, and
supplies on behall of her Green
Education Foundation and the
Muwekma Ohlone Tribe.

GEF PARTNERS
WITH CLUB
AMERICA &
FUNDACION
TELEVISA TO BRING
TEXTILE RECYCLING
MOVEMENT T0
MEXICO

The Green Education Foundation
has extended Its misslon to Mex-
leo, partnering with Club America
and Fundaclén Televisa to bring
the textile recycling movement to
Mexico. This visionary collabora-
tion debuts GEF's Industry-lead-
Ing Nelghborhood Donation Re-
cycllng Stations (NDRS) at Club
petitions, Includi
at Mexico ctty s glgantic Estadlo
Azteca Stadlum.

This expansion emphasizes sus-
tainable practices, trallblazing the
landscape of sports textile recy-
cling. with a powerful message of
environmental responsibility and
sustainability at the hedrt of Mex-
jcan sports culture.

NDRS, provide an easy
way (o recduce waste and recycle
materials that would otherwise
end up in landfills. As opposed
to just throwing your old sports
shoes away, you can “give them
wings” by recycling them and giv
ing them a second life!

Under Fundacién Tele-
visa’s 20 years anniversary and
Club America’s environmental
commitment, these initatives will
make a difference in helping to
create a more sustainable future
for all Over the years. the' more
victorious soccer team In Mexi
co and North America has em-
braced several actions in order ©
promote the environment’s better-
ment.

Senator Newman’s hill
addresses textile recycling

Charlene mumm
Senator Josh Newman's office on
SB707 - The Respensiblo Textile

Recovery Act, which will require

memx Nijmeh s pushing for
a landfill ban on all textile waste,
mmumumm-mm
in current drafts of the law. That
provision would require ‘separate
collection” of loxtile waste Dy mu-
nicipal - saniialon  departments.
stmilar 0 how recyclables are
currently collected, separnie from
genernl waste. Such a landill ban
on extiles would be a first in-the-
natian low
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LOFGREN’S STUNNING
REVERSAL ON MUWEKMA
SOVEREIGNTY RAISES
QUESTIONS ABOUT HER

Tribal leaders don’t understand what is motivating
Lofgren’s sudden opposition to restoring the

Tribe’s sovereign

that

even demanding

In a stunning reversal that ls send-
Ing shock waves across the Bay
Area’s political community, Rep.
Zoe Lofgren Is publicly refusing to

rt the federal gnition ot
the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe — de-
spite overwhelming DNA, anthro-
pological and genealogical evl-
dence, federal court findings, and
historical documentation proving
beyond any doubt that the Tribe
Is precissly who they say they are:
the Indigenous people of the Bay

Area.

In December 2022, Lolgren's office
told the Tribe Qatly: "We won't sup-
port any federal recognition legio-
lation unless i explcitly prevents
casino gaming~ Then aguirn, in an
in person meeting on Capitol Hill
in the office of Rep. Anna Eshoo,
Lolgren reiterated her demand
She did so again shorty therealler
in congressional correspondence
from Eshoo's office, an Lofgren’s
behall

But such a request to
restrict the ubility of the Tribe

stance also flies in the face of pub-
lic opiruon.

California voters have
decided twice, by wide margins,
that they are supportive of Indian
gaming Statewide referendums
were held in 1898 and 2000 -
trumping any polling or survey
figures that Lofgren might allege.

In 1998, Measure b was
approved by a vote of 62.38% 10
3762%. greatly expanding Trib-
al-State Gaming Compacts inside
California  Sama Clara County
- the base of Lofgren's district -
voted to approve the measure
6670% 1o 4330% Then in 2000,
Measure 1A was approved by a
vote of 6460% tw 3560%. which
authorized on amendment to the
State constitution thal clarified the

Progressive
activists have been
calling on Rep. Zoe
Lofgren to retire to
make room for the
next generation of
Bay Area political
leaders.

Tribe's right to conduct gaming an
Tribal lands. In Lolgren's Santa
Clara County, volers approved the
measure 63.80% w0 40.20%.

As gaming continues o
expand info new states and verti-
cals, Americans broadly continue
to appreciate (he benefits and ex-
citement of legal regulated gam-
ing Gaming industry research

after decades of support,
the Administration act.

conducted by the American
Gaming Assoclation shows Lhat
42% of American adults partici-
pated in some form of gambling
in the past year. while casino visi-
tation rebounded to 34% of Amer-
icans, up from 28% in 2021
The AGAs annual sur-
vey of Americans’ attitudes to-
wards gaming shows that two-
thirds of Americans recognize
gaming’s economic impact B84%
say that gaming has a positive
impact on the US econamy and
66% say that the gamung industry
15 o source of high quality jobs. |
“Every tume the Tribe
cngages with Rep.-Lofgren, tho
man twns a oon-
versation aboul the Muwekma's
people’s existence and survival -
which should be celebrated - into
o two-bit troupe about Indian ca-
sinos.” John Thompson, o Spokes-
person for the Tribe's campaign
for federal récognition, explains.
“This discussion is about a lot
of things - housing, survival, ed-
ucating the public -~ but u's not
a discussion about gaming I'm
aghast at her Office’s continued
treatment of tribal leaders, and
I'm offended for them.”
Staflers with Rep. Anna
Eshod's office repeatedly compu-
nicated to Muwelana Chairwom-
an Charlene Nijmeh that Lolgren's
support would ba necessary to
get the legislation filed and intro-
duced in committee, despite her
previous commitments (o carry
the Muwekma legislation.
Previously known - and

Rep. Lofgren had refused to meet
Muwekma Ohlone leaders for
nearly five years, despite knowin
the Tribe well and working closely
with the previous chairwomarn.

unambiguously federally recog-
nizerd by the Bureau of Indian
Allairs as the Veronn Band of
Indions - the Tribe was illogally
removed from a key list in a das-
tardly burcoucratic mancouvor
that ellectively defrauded it of s
federal  recognition,  something
that is shociangly unlawtul in the
context of fideral Indian law. As a
constitutional law matier, a Tribe
can only be terminated by an Act
of

Far the last forty years,
ihe Tribe - which has never been
lawfully terminated - has strug-
gled 1o get back that lederal status
ever since. Thal status would re-
store the Tribek ability to access
federal housing programs that it
desparately needs in the lace of a
relentless gentrification of its Bay
Area homeland, which threatens
{0 displace them from their home-
lands.

The status would also
let the Tribe govern its own

salf-governing community.

“Ar this inflection point
in tha arc of our history, | have a
solemn obligntion to future gen-
erations of Muwekma children 1o
asscrt a lorward posture whan it
comes o the exercise ol our rights
to sell-dotermunation and the pro-
toohon of our sovereignty” Chair-
woman Nijmeh explains “How
could L m good conscience, sign
awuy the rights of sell governiment
and self determination for furure
generations of Muwekma people?
We want 1© nation bulld, not o
sign away our rights”

It would be an uncon-
scionable betrayal of the oath [
took 1o Jead this Tribe lo cede our
sovereignty,” Nijmeh adds “This
is about our right o govern our-
selves, and to prolect ourselves
agninst a relentless gentrification
ol our Bay Area homeland, which
threatens our very existence and
our ability 1o continue 1o live ns a
Tribe”

In 2002, Lolgren even
demanded that the Administra-
tion act, while on the floor of the
House:
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Graton Rancheria doles
contributions to Senators,
aims to terminate the
Muwekma Tribe's existence

Greg Sarrls, the controversial Chalrman of the Fedarated Indians of Gra-
ton Rancherla, Is attempting to Improperly Influence state and federal

lected officlals, |

luding State Senator Blll Dodd, a Democrat of Napa

Valley, and the Chalrman of the powerful Government Organization Com-
mittee. Dodd represents the district where the Federated Indlans of Gra-

In 2022, at Sarris’ urging Dodd re-
fused to allow a vote in committee
on SJR-13, a resplution that endors-
es the fedaral government’s rec-
ognition of e Muwekma Chlone
Tribe. Dodd effectively killed the
bill in his Senate Committee

The Graton Rancheria
Tribe received lederal recognition
in 2000 and ever since has been
spending heavily to influence
state and federal elected officials
o prevent other Indian Tribes
{rom.opening casinos ~ most espe-
cially In the Bay Area Sarris has
served as the Tribe's chairman
since 1892, though questions have
long surrounded his lineage.

Sarris is so close 10 Dodd
that, in June of this year, Dodd
Immediately pulled his own legis
lation to legalize sports betting in
California aftér being personally
lobbied by Sarns:

Now. Sarris Is rounding
up political contributfons from
a slew of other Indian gaming
Tribes across California, and has
been directing them to “throw
money” at Senator David Cortese,
who represents the ancestral ter-
ritory of the Muwekma Ohlone
Nation, a Tribe of some 814 people
who have lived in the San Francis
o0 Bay regian for millennia

Cortese s widely seen as
a vocal and courageous ally of the
Muwekma Ohlone; wha has com
mitted o helping the Tribe fight
for federal recognition

"Senator Cortese has
the highest standard of personal

ton Rancherla own the Graton Casino & Resort, near Santa Rosa.

ethics and deep commitment to
social justice for indigenous com
munities. He would never allow
casino Tribes" contributions to
influence his opinfon of what is
right” explains one Ohlone aotiv:
Ist, who s an Organizer of a stu
dent organization in San Jose.

“"We have enormous re
spect for Senator Cortese’s integri-
ty, and hope 10 see him In public
service for a very long ume”™

Sarris has been a brutal,
deep-pocketed, and dastardly op-
peonent of recogn izing California’s
poorest, most marginalized, most
landless Indians whom - like the
Muwekma - often have stronger
Tribal political institutions, more
vibrant cultural communities, and
stronger genatic lineages than the
Tribe that he petitioned the Con
gress to recognize in 2000

“For decades, the gaming
Tribes have been lobbying elected
officials and the State and federal
level, and essentially bribing them
to deny the existence and people-
hood of the Muwekma Nation,” the
activist argues. “For politiclans to
reduce the Issue of a people’s ex-
istence into a racist trope about
Indian casinos Is deeply offensive.
That some elected officlals are so
transactional about genocolde is
outrageous.” he adds

Critics claim that Sarris
a professor and novelist, has been
propagating a wide ranging Iden
tty fraud = and doesnt have a
trace of Indian heritage at all

UC Berkeley Chancellor calls on
Senate Indian Affairs Committee to
recognize Muwekma Ohlone Tribe

Carol T. Christ, the Chancellor
of the University of Californla at
Berkeley, Is calling on the Senate
Indlan Affairs Committee to rec-
ognlze the Muwekma Ohlone so
that the Institution can comply
with the Native American Graves
Protection Act (NAGPRA) and re-
patriate tens of thousands of an-
cestral remains and hundreds of
thousands of burlal objects. Un-
der current law, the Unlversity can
only repatriate burlal remalns to
federally recognized Tribes.

In a letter to Chairman
Brlan Schatz (D-HI) and Ranking
Member Lisa Murkowskl, Christ
admits to sharing the Commit-
tee's “frustration at the lack of
progress In returning all of the
Native American ancestors and
cultural objects that have been
held by the campus, Including In
the Pheobe A. Hearst Museum of
Anthropology, for decades.”

“For UC Berkeley, the hu-
man remalns and cultural tems In
its possession were predominant-
ly collected from the Bay Area.
The majority of Bay Area Tribes
are not federally recognized, pre-
senting a significant obstacle...,”
the Unlversity explains in corre-
spondence dated June 16, 2023,
in response to questions posed by
the Committee.

“45% of ancestors still
listed as culturally unidentifiable
are likely Ohlone ancestors, but
cannot be ‘culturally affillated’
under NAGPRA, as none of the
Ohlone Tribes have federal recog-
nition (25 USC 3004(7)),” the Uni-
versity explains.

“Federal recognition, or
reinstatement of removed recog-
nition In some cases, would ex-
pedite the return of these ances-
tors and belongings, allowing UC
Berkeley to repatriate these with-
In one year,” the University writes.

“UC Berkeley Is unigue
within the UC system because of
the scope, size, and age of the
collections located on our cam-
pus, The campus Is 155 years old,
and for many decades served as
Californla’s only major collecting
Institution through the Phoebe A.
Hearst Museum of Anthropology.
We are not proud of the fact that
the NAGPRA eligible collection at
the museum Is one of the largest
collections In the country and are
working to address this Injustice,”

Chairman Brian Schatz, of Hawaii, was
asked by the Tribe to hold hearings and
hear from experts in anthropology and
genetics. It has not been scheduled yet.

Chancellor Christ admits.

“We acknowledge and
apologize for the wrongs commit-
ted by UC Berkeley against Native
Amerlcan people, particularly
with respect to how the Univer-
sity has handled its repatriation
responsibllities. We recognize
and regret that In the past, rep-
resentatives of the Unlversity,
and others, removed ancestors
and sacred belongings without
tribal permission or consultation,
and that those ancestral remains
and belongings were held for the
purpose of research and teach-
Ing. We have apologized directly

to Tribal representatives, and we
are currently engaged In a broad
range of efforts to expedite the
repatriation process and Improve
the campus’'s relationship with
Tribal Nations,” she writes.

“The campus Is commit-
ted to the complete return of all
Native American ancestors and
cultural belongings... We reallze
that so long as the remains of an-
cestors, sacred objects, and cul-
tural Items remain In the Universi-
ty's possession, Justice will not be
served, and the heallng we seek
will not be complete,” Chancellor
Christ concludes.

Berke.

——— e —

long struggle of the Muwekma
Ohlone Tribe as they continue
to seek justice and to finaily, and
without ' further delay, achleve
their ‘goal” of their reaffirmation
of their tribal statud by the feder-
al government This process has
dragged an long enough. | hope
that the BlA and the DOl will do
the right thing and act posiively
to grant the Muwekma Ohlone
tribe their rights as a Federaily
Recognized Indian Tribe. To do
anything else {s to deny this tribe
Justica. They have waifed patient-
Iy and should not have to wait any
longér,” Lolgren wrote

*It is not uncommon for
politicians to ‘evolve’ or ‘change
position’ .on an issue or polioy
over lime, but Rep. Lofgren is

moving in reverse: We know the
answer why -her support has
chilled, as does she Savvy polit-
aians do their best 1o avoid ‘eating
their words,” particularly two-dec-
ade old on-the-record comments,”
Thompson postulates. * "She has
wrongly assumed Muwelana will
cava, and with the heal turningup,
ecansiderably, she will undoabted-
ly scramble to'cover hersell be-
hind colleagues, or by any neces:
Sary means.”

According to the Call-
fornia Gambling Control Commis-
sion, as of January 2021, the state
of Califorria has ratified 76 tribal
gaming compaocts’ with 76 Cali-
fornia tribes and put imo effect
Secretarial Procedures with three
additional tribes. Of the 76

compacted tribes; 83 operate 66
casinos throughout the state

Under the 1999 com-
pacts, tribes were- limited ' to
around 2000 Class Il gaming
machines. The 2004 Compacts al-
lowed tribes to cperate an unlimit
ed nunber of Class [l gaming ma
chinés: The-2012 Compaots allow
some tribes to opearate over 2,000
machines,

"Why Is casino number
67 wo much for Lofgren? Why
didnt ehe sy anything about cas)
no number 47 or 677" Thompson
asks, rhelorically *Why would
she ask this one Tribé to-be the
only Tribe in- California not to
have the right to conduet gaming?
It's & shake down, it seems to ma”
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MUWEKMA OHLONE
TRIBE'S MOUNTING
EVIDENCE MAKES

A RESTORATION
OF ITS FEDERAL
STATUS INEVITABLE

Housing costs are creating newfound urgency
for the Tribe, which hopes to stay on its
10,000 year homeland.

The Muwekma Ohlone Tribe has
been struggling for affirmation of
thelr federal status for the past
40 years. In recent years, a grass-
roots movement called 'fustice for
Muwekma' has been percolating
on college campuses and In high
schools across the Bay Area, Let-
ter writing campalgns, lectures,
symposiums, door-to-door organ-
izing, and protests.

Federal recognition. as defined
by the Department of Interior,
recognizes a government-to-gov-
ernment relationship between the
United States and a Tribe. allow-
{ing the Tribe to govern itself as a
domestic dependen! nation and
exercise its inherent soverelgnty.

The movement for Mu-
welna Ohlone federal recogni-
tion galned momentum over he
last year, highlighting the irpor-
tance of constituent volces and
votes in holding members of Con-
gress accountable.

Obtalning federal recog-
nition would enable the Muwek-
ma Ohlane Tribe, which consists
of some 614 tribal members, to
repatriate artifacts from the Uni-
versity of California at Barkeley.
which still holds tens of thousands
of burial remains and hundreds of
thousands or artifacts that belong
1o the Tribe.

Chairwoman Charlene
Nijmeh credited the support of
local Bay Area students, including
those atl Stanford University, for
energizing the Justice for Muwak:

ma movement

The Chairwoman (s pur-
suing three strategies simullane-
ously: administrabve, legislative,
and judicial

The Tribe has asked the
Department of the Interfor and
the Bureau of Indian Alfairs to ao-
lmowledge that it made an error
in excluding the Ohlone from the
official list of recognized tribes,
when It was first drafted in 1978
That corrective would be as sim-
ple as a letter from Secretary Deb
Haaland, and it would take effect
immediately

The Tribe has also met
with senior members of Congress
from both partics, secking logisla-

DNA studies
conclusively link the
Tribe to 2000 year
old burial sites in
the Bay Area.

tion that affirms the Tribe's status.
While Republican members have
eugerly supported legislation,
Democrat members from the Bay
Area have refused ‘o introduce
the legislation. There are 68 Indj-
an casinos in California, and they
donate heavily 1o the Demoocratic
Party.

The third avenue lor the
Tribe is through the Courts. Just
last year, a federal district court
judge in the Northern District of
California found that the Tribe re-
tawns its sovereign immunity. de-
spite not being on the BIA's list of
officially recognized tribes. The
juchicial finding affirms the tibe's
ability to exercise ils sovereign
immunity, and many expect that
it will continue to do so,

Previously, out of 366
letters of intent to petition [or
tederal recognition, only 18 pet-
tions have been acknowledged
through the Part 83 ol Title 26
pathway at the Office ol Feder-
al Acknowledgement The Mu-
wekma Ohlone Tribe began its
ellorts for federal recognition in
the early 1980s and submitted a
petition Lo the US. government in
1996. While the Bureau of Indian
Alffairs (BIA) provided a positve
determination in 1906, confirm-
ing that the Tribe was previously
unambiguously federally recog-
nized in 1914 and 1927 the BIA
required additional documenta-
tion and adherence ta the federal
recognition regulations for rein-
statement.

“The BIA's assertion that
that the community ceased to
exist irom 1827 to 1086, Is inaccu-
rale,” explained Dr. Les Fleld, the
chairman of the Anthropology
Department at the University of
New Mexico, who has been work-
Ing with the Tribe since the early
1980s.
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The Muwekma Tribes ancestors
were enslaved at Mission
Delores, Mission San Jose, and
Mission Santa Clara.

After the Muwekma
Ohlone were released from their
enslavement in the Missions dur-
ing the Spanish period, they didn't
have villages to go back 1o, so they
selled in San Jose until the Amer-
fcan period.

California  underwent
rapid transformation due to the
Gold Rush and the ensuing influx
of settlers. The first Governor ol
California declared a "war of ex-
incton of the Indian race”, offered
856 bounties on each Indian head,
and funded militias to hunt them
down.

At the time, San Jose was
the Capitol of California and home
to its genocidal founding fathers.
The Tribe found refuge from the
bounties and militias on the ranch
lands of Phoeba Hearst. near
Pleasanton, Niles, and Sunol. They
served as her workiorce, and she
protect them from the genocidé
that engulted the region.

The Tribe was identified
In 1906 by a census of non-res-
ervation Indians conduoted by
CE Kelsey, an attorney from San

Jose who appointed Special In-
dian Agent for California. The
Muwekmn Ohlone waere identi-
fied as the Verona Band of Alam-
eda County, but no one ever told
them thul's what they were being
called. Kelsey listod them lirst on
a congressionally-mandated Wst
of homeless bandy of Indians who
were in need of land.

Bul In 1927, a racist Indi-
an Agent who led the Sacramento
Agency by the name of Lalayette
Dorrington removed Muwekma
and 127 other landless Indian
tribes from that st He wanted to
use those congressionally appro-
priated funds for other things

During this period, ef-
forts to assimiate Native peoples
intensified, with the establishment
of Indinn boarding schools, where
children were forofbly separated
from their [omilles and subjeot-
ed to cultural suppression ond
abuse Muwekma members were
being sent to Indian boarding
schools up untll 1847,
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Access to the national
eagle feather repository is
religious freedom issue

The Muwekma Ohlone Tribe of the San Francisco Bay called upon Interior
Secretary Deb Haaland (Laguna Pueblo) this week to make the Natlonal
Eagle Feather Repository, maintained by the Fish and Wildlife Service at
the Department of the Interlor, accessible to the Tribe. Current published
policy guldelines prevent Falthkeepers of the Tribe from acquiring Eagle

Feathers for rellglous and splritual use.

Chairwoman Charlene - Nijmeh
wrote in a letter to Haaland that
the federal policy wiclates the
United Nations Declaration on the

Rights of Indigenous People (UN-
DRIP) and should be changed

“Our religious practices
and many of our ceremonies re-
quire these feathers, and prevent-
ing our access to them would be
a continuation of the federal gov-
ernment’s longstanding policy ob-
Jective of eradicating us,” Nijmeh
wrote in the letter

Eagle feathers are need-
ed 1o conduct many of the Tribe's
ceremnonies. Eagle [eathers sym-
bolize what is highest, bravest,
strongest, and holiest These
feathers have strong medicine
for Indigenous people. The ea-
gle is a highly protected creature
under US law, but exceptions are
made to allow Native Americans
to. possess their feathers within
specific conditions. According to
the US Fish and Wildlife Service,
only enrolled members of feder-

ally recognized tribes can apply
10 possess eagle feathers from the
Repository for religious purposes.

"This is no small injus
tice It is'a deep and painful assault
against us, intended to prevent
us from practicing our traditions
and keeping sacred ceremonies
alive. This policy is just one small
palicy of the thousands of federal
policies that were architected to
destroy our People and assimilate
us out of existence. It's an offense
of the highest order, and it'’s akin
1o Gov. Peter Burnett's state-spon-
sored bounties on our heads,” Ni-
jmeh said in the release.

Indian Country has an
enormous amount of hope for jus
tice invested in Haaland’s historic
tenure leading the Interior Depart
ment. The department includes
the Bureau of Indian Affairs and
also has control over federal
lands, natural resources, and the
emvironment.

Urban pl are proposing a i

tion of San Francisco's low-lying shoreline,

Inurdo;'mldlrmlhhw&m&r‘ﬂdrﬁlumhﬂsuamﬂtddﬂﬂﬂlmhmn{m

Real estate and economic development experts have been encouraging the Muwekma Ohlone
Tribe to partner with the Port Authority of San Francisco ta anchor that reconstruction with a
world class tourism and entertainment attraction, propesed as ‘The Muwekma Wharfs', with
sweeping public spaces, famlly-oriented attractions, and a splendldly unique gaming venue.

Tribe would only pursue gaming
if a host municipality asked for
it, Muwekma leaders say

When Charlene Concepcion NI-
Jmeh first became Chalrwoman of
the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe, one
of the first actions she took was
to terminate the Tribe's contract
with a longstanding gaming inves-
tor who had been double-dealing
against the Tribe's Interests,

Today. the Tribe has no plans to
pursue gaming but is refusing to
cede any sovereignty in exchange
for legisiation that would ostensi
bly affirm the Tribe's federal Sta
fus.

Under Nijmeh's leader-
ship, the Tribe is pursuing recy
cling and solar energy projects
The Tribe just signed a memo
randum of understanding with
one of Turkey's leading engineers
to bring a plant to Callfornia that
will reprocess plastic bottles into
high-quality fabrics.

The Tribe is also leading
an investment group that will lo
cate a solar panel manufacturing
plant in the United Statés, on Indi
an land - and Nijmeh is partner
ing with one of the world's largest
textlle manufacturers to make It
happen

Under California law,
every federally recognized Tribe
is entitled to two casino operating
licenses, with more than 2,600 slot
machines at each location.

Nijmeh Isn't necessarily
opposed to pursuing gaming, but
sees it as a daunting undertaking
that the Tribe is not ready to pur-
sue. She says that the decision is
one for the next generation to de-
cide, and thinks it could take ten
years to make a reality.

“As a Tribe, our govern-
ment wants to be a good neighbor,
and we would never try (o put a
casino in a community where
people don't want it" Nijmeh ex-
plains

“But in my conversations
with leaders of the Building and
Construction Trades unions, they
really want us to build a casino,”
Nijmeh explains. “It would mean
10000 construction jobs, and it

would create at least 3000 per:
manent and easily unionizable
jobs In hospitality”

Nijmeh concedes that if
the City of San Jose, the City of San
Francisco, the City of Berkeley, or
another municipality approached
the Tribe and requested its part
nership in developing a gaming
attraction, that she would bring it
to the Tribal Council for a vote

The Tribe’s members
were rounded up from hundreds
of Bay Area villages, and they
were enslaved at Mission Delores
in San Francisco, Mission San
Jose, and Mission Santa Clara, and
were moved around like cattle in
a feudal forcaed labor system. As
such, the Tribe's aboriginal territo-
ry includes a vast swath of North-
ern California surrounding the
San Francisco Bay. That would
make any municipality in San
Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara,
Contra Costa, or Alameda Coun-
ties eligible to host a Muwekma
gaming venue, Agreements with
host municipalities often include

lucrative revenue sharing agree
ments that fund a slew of commu
nity Investments and amenities.

With San Francisco's
current budget deficits, spiraling
tourism industry, and an indefen-
sibly tacky vibe at Fisherman's
Wharf, many think a world class
gaming venue could be precisely
what the city needs

The Tribe has been
approached by some urban de-
signers who want Muwekma to
anchor a waterfront revival that
would reconstruct most of the
Fisherman’s Wharf section of the
city - with a vast new system of
pedestrian promenades and al
leyways, commercial plers, and
bustling store-lined streetscapes,

They envision a world
class casino. with 300,000 square
feet of gaming space, 3,000 hotel
rooms, and 1.000 luxury condos
in a three-block parcel that would
include a 100000 square foot
public square and amphitheatre.

Ferrls Wheel
Attraction
500 fr signature
architecture

Plers 41 and 43 Obsarvation
New retall / Tower
entertainment Attraction
destinations with 2,000 ft tower
waterfront
atwractions

Pier 45
Histeric preservation

Agquartum
Anracion

T e e e s e e

Vessels Fisherman’s Wharf Redevelopment Plan

Naval History The Muwekma Ohlane Tribe and the Port Authority of San Francisco
Attraction " N ~ . — S —

Decommissiened

Port Autharity
Renewal Zo
Historic 1850s-style wharf-
front neighbarhoed with
pedestrian-orlented mixed-
use development
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Muwekma Wharfs Casino
Hotel & Event Center
300k sqft of gaming floars
300k sqft of convention space
100k sqft of retall space
100k sqft af public space
Ampitheater for outdoor events
5,000-seat performance venue
5 1,200 hotel rooms
Public Square with 1,200 huxuiry condos

Outdoor Amphitheater

herman’s Wharf Rezaning District
High Density Mixed-use Residential and Hotels
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FOR NIJMEH, HUMANITARIAN WORK
EVASTATING EARTHQUAKE IN TURK
0” AFTER NATURAL

WHAT FRIENDS

When a devastating earthquake
hit Turkey last spring, Charlene
Nijmeh responded by traveling to
the Syrian border to deliver rellef
supplies like clothing, blankets,
and food, to the hardest-hit areas,

At the tme, officlal estimates put
the death toll at 50,000, but the
actual death toll could be as high
as 200000, Millions were made
homeless or displaced. In some
communities, more than one-third
of all bulldings were destroyed

Nijmeh predicts that the
reconstruction pracess will take a
decade, but she is optimistic that
- if Turkey and the United States
grow closer together - that the Bay
Area can play a big role in helping
the Turkish people lay modern
infrastructure systems and to re-
build in a way that brings extraor-
cdinary new economic opportuni-
ties to the Turkish Syrian border
region.

“The parmership be-
tween the Turkish people and the
American people is a strong and
enduring one. It's a relationship
that is critical to global security. It's
one of the most important bi-later
al relationships In the world," she
told local reporters at the time.

“Friends are there for
each other when in need. That's
why I'm here In Turkey delivering
relief supplies to pecple Impacted
by the devastation. The relation
ship between our people is so
much stronger than the relation-
ship between our governments,”
she added

Nijmah's textile recycling
companies have operations in
Turkey. and one of her business
parmers lost dozens of lamily
members In the disaster.

Nijmeh was able to lav-
erage her global networks in the
textile recycling space to provide
relief supplies, without taxpayer
funding or government support

Nijmeh was interviewed
by journalists at the time, and con-
tinues to have high aspirations for
future tracle missions between the
San Francisco Bay Area and the
Turkish-Syrian Border

Q: Why are you in Turkey?

A: I'm here (o distribute clothing,
blankets, and rellef supplies di
rectly to people impacted by this

devastating earthquake. This is
what friends do. It's important
that we collaborate to support the
region’s long-term economic re-
construction, and strengthen the
ties between our people. An even
closer relationship will bring sta
bility and progress (0 the region

0: What does your company do In Turkey?

A: Our compary has unique ca
pabilities in global recycling logis
tics, Because of the work we do in
textile recycling in the region, we
are able to distribute needed sup
plies to the most vulnerable pop
ulations very quickly and very
efficiently.

Q: Tell us about your environmental work?
A: Globally. we divert well up
wards of 60 million pounds of
used textiles from landflls every
year. It's an enormous success
in landfill diversion - every sin
gle year: The textiles that cannot
be reused and resold are repro
cessed into fiber and repurposed
for all sorts of consumer products,
from carpet underlay, to mattress
es, 1o housing insulation

Q: How can the Bay Area business community
play a role In the region's reconstruction?
A: The Bay Area is home to the
most tnnovative and forward
thinking companies in the world
Turkey wants to rebuild better
than it's ever been before. The
Bay Area has new Infrastructure
technologies that we can bring to
Turkey ~ from high-speed satellite
Internet sarvice, to Elon Musk’s hy
per loop, and driverless cars. And
trade relationships are just the be-
ginning,

Q: Wiy do you focus on textiles specifically?
A The texdle industry is consid-
ered the most ecologically harm:
ful {ndustry in the world. It is the
second most polluting industry in
the world after oll and gas. Cotton
is a thirsty crop. It requires 2700
liters of water to make one T-shirt
That's what one person drinks in
25 years. The world uses 1.3 tril-
lion gallons of water each year for
fabric dyeing alone. In areas al
readly facing water stress, this can
be particularly damaging. Reoy
cling textiles is oritlcally important
to protecting the environment

Nijmeh believes that global
philanthropy has a role to play
in humanitarian relief following

natural disasters, and she

wants to lead by example.

lost more than
two dozen

relatives in a
single night.

One of Nijmeh’s
buisness partners
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‘OLLOWING
.Y WAS “JUST

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
LOFGREN IS STILL REFUSING TO SPEAK UP FOR
PALESTINIANS BEING MERCILESSLY KILLED

Dear Editor,

[ .am distressed over (he
ongoing Israel-Gaza conflict and
specifically, my disappointment
will Representative Zoe Lofgren's
timid stance on the mafter — still
unwilling to call for an immediate
ceasefire

It is a complex issue with
deep historical roots and pro
found humanitarian lmplications,
I believe that it necessitates o
bold andl resolute stance frem our
®lectad leaders-one rooted in the
principles of human rights and the
pursuit of peace. It is from this per
spective that | find Rep. Lofgren’s
positions 10 be excessively behold
en to Zionist interests and ber re
luctance to demand an immediate
ceasefire troubling

It is Zoe Lofgren's duty
to put Amerioa’s interests first,
but increasingly it seems that she
is willing to put Isracl's interests
above all else

This is ot just about pol
Ities; it is-about human lives Every
day that the confliet continues,
more innocent lives are lost, and
the hopes for a stable and peace
ful future in the region are further
diminished. Leadership requires
the courage to advacate [or what

7 \ou KNOW fhe EXPRESSION:

“AN ENE fran EYE and an EVE,
and an EYE and an EYFE and an EYE
and an EYE and an EYE, and

ONE MORE EYE.”

is right, even in the midst of geopo
litical complexity

I urge Rep. Lolgren lo
consider the impact of her posi
tions, to elevate the urgency for
peace, and to align her volee with
those 'calling for an (mmedlate
cessation of hostilitles. Our nation
has a profound role to play on the
global stage, and it 15 Impe rative
that our representatives act decl
sively in times of crisis

Representative dermnoc
racy means reflecting the con
sclence of the people It Is with a
heavy heart that I write this letter
hoping it reaches our representa
tive with the gravity and sincerity
with which (t is intended

We, the constituents,
yearn for a world in which peace
is the cornerstone of international
relations. To that end, | urge Rep.
Lofgren to take a firmer stance
in advocating for an immediate
ceasefire and 10 work tirelessly
for a resolution that ensures the
safety and dignity of all people in
volved.

Sincerely,

Helen Tang, 26
San Jose
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SOUTH BAY INDIGENOUS
SOLIDARTY GROUP BACKS
CHARLENE FOR CONGRESS

!
|
|

Muwekma Onlone Tribal Chalrwoman Charlens Concepclon Nijmeh's
candidacy Is historic. No person of Indigenous Californlan ancestry has
ever represented the State of Callfornia In the United States Congress.
Actions taken by Federal and State officials have denied treaties and
etased the federal status of Ohlone Peoples. No Ohlone land has ever

been formally ceded by any Qhlone Tribe.

South Bay Indigenous Solidarity
has vored o formally endorse Mu
wekma Ohlone Tribal Chair Char-
lene Nymeh in her campalgn for
Congress in District 18.

The Ohlone population
has taced genocide and mass de
population, due to the actions of
colonial regimes and settler pop-
ulations. The Muwekma Ohlone
Tribe of the San Fronciseo Bay
Area Is one of three histoncal
ly fedarally recognized Ohlone
Tribes The Federal recogmuon
of thesa three Tribes was never
revoked by any Act of Congress

“California doscrves a
Representative who understands

the concerns of s residents and
|z responsive when those resl
dents reach out” the arganization
insists  “Chawrwoman Nigmeh has
been an effective leader of the Mu
welgna Ohlone™

South Bay Indigencus
Solidanity 1s a grassroots organi
sation founded In 2010, on the an
cesiral lands and territory of the
Muwokma Ohlone Tribe The or-
ganization is a multi-ethnic group
that =upports  [ndigenous led.
grassroals efforts (o promote hu-
man rights. restore  Indipenons
land stewardship and preserve
threatened cultural. burial. and
sacred sites. L

YES, PEOPLE EXPERIENCING
HOMELESSNESS CAN REGIS-
TER TO VOTE, HERE IS HOW

People experiencing homeless-
ness in California can register to
vole as long as you meet the stand
ard eligibility criteria required of
all voters. To register to vote in
California you must be:

a citizen of the United States
- & legal resident of your state
at least 18 by election day
- not in prison. on probation or
parcle for a felony conviction
not declored mentally incompe
tent by a court

You may be eligible to vote if you
are a conviated felon whose vot-
ing rights have been restored,
which varies based on local laws.
You do not need a street
addroes to rogister to voro The
section of the voter registration
lorm that asks for your addross al
lows voters to desaribe the place
whare you spend most of your
tirmne, You can include cross streets
and routes W help eswblish yuur
right lo vote in your commurity
Youdo not need 1D to reg-
ister to vote. Il you do not have a
California [D oard or know the last
four digits of your soclal security
number you can lesve this section
blank. Apcording to a recent Los
Angeles Times article, “In most
casas, you will not be required to
show identification when you vote

in person 1 you are voting for the
first time In a federal election, you
may be asked 10 show identifion-
ton i you did not provide the last
lour digits of your Socia) Secunty
number or driver’s license or Cali-
fornia ID number when you regis-
lered (o vote.”™

You should include an
address where you receive mail
il possible. This can be a post of-
fice box, the home of someone
you trust, or a business thot hos
agreed to receive mall on your
behall If you include an address
where you can receive mail you
should be able to vote by mail in
the eleation this fall

This year it s especially
important for all voters to make a
plan to vote that will work bost foe
them This guide has information
mombors of California’s clisabulity
community can use o maka thelr
voung plan this tall
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There Is a direct correlation between what the general public percelves
about homelessness and how It affects pollcy change. Most people

blame h

ess on the pers

lencing It Instead of the in-

creasing shortage of aMordable housing, lack of employment, a living
wage of the countless reasons that put a person al risk. This lack of
understanding creates a dangerous cycle of misperception that leads
to the Inabllity to effectively address the root

On the streels, he goes by (he
name of Grim. It's whal people call
him. Grim has grown to lke the
name since the streets are all he
has ever known

When 1 asked Grim haw
long has he lived hameless in San
Jose, he responded. "20 years, |
am 29" Grim wenl on o explalin
that at the age of B he was removed
from his family by child protective
services. Grim was placed unto

e

When asked homelessness in San
Jose, Shannon responded that It

is cold and very rough “Pecpls -

steal from you when you'Te sleep-
ing” Shannon conlinued Bab, her
father, goes on o say there is not

Yogi Is 69 years old and sleeping
cutside in San Jose, one of tho
wealthiest regions of our great
country. Yogi became homeless
alter her first husband died. Re-
markably, Yogi is stlll in positive
spirits even alter being homeless
for 25 years. No one should be

To listen to these stories of San
Jose residents who are struggling
with homelessness, scan here:

of h |

faster care but he didn like 11 and
ran away The streels have been
Cnm’s family since. Can you um-
agine growing up homeless Irom
such a young age!

Grim’s stary 1s important
because the public needs (o see
the story behind addiction mental
iness, and homelessness Grim 1s
a byproduct of a broken somal
services and foster care syslem.

enough housing. Bob says the only
place svalable 1o them it the local
shelrer and ir's too crowded Shan-
non and her father have been
homeless since 1994,

homeless for sven a day, but lor 26
years living outside in Silicon Val
ley - thus |5 o ragecdy.

Yogi says they do
enverything (hey can 1o make mon-
&y, but they just cannot affort! the
hugh cost of rems in the area

Walt 15 a displaced lech worker
living on the streeis of San Iose
He worked in the electrome indus-
try for thirty years Then around =
ten years ago, lus job “went away”,
and scon after he ended up home-
lass

Wall claims to be “com-
fortably homeless™ He manages
to slay warm He manages 1o stay
clean Get gels olf Ihe streets infto
a hotel a few umes a month Al
though some might think this is

Jimmy is a homelsss Vietnam Vet
eran living in a homeless sheltar
near San Jse He was renung a
room, but because of lack ol work
was not able to pay rent Junmy
then found himself in court and
eventually the streets

Immy was lucky this
nme. He found EHC LifeBuilders
and dien't spend army "street ime”
But Junmy bas been homeless be-

Heather is a single mam with two
daughters dolng the very bost she
can lo survive homelessness, YMe
mel thig past fall in San Jose, Cal-
ifornin. For five years they have

OK, homelessness s never a way
for people o live Ard 1o that Wall
is a homeless veteran and a sen
jor, he should not ba on the sreels
of Siicon Valley

Walt refuses m© accept

any kind of public assistance
He balieves that type ol support
should go to women and lamiies
who need it Insiead, Walt plays
his flute to raise the money he
neads

fore Onee for four years

The good news (s Jimmy
has a plan. The Veterans Adminis-
traban has been paying benefits
and Jimmy belleves he will be
hack on his leet soon

His wishes are simple
that no one has to go through
what he went through and that
our country gets befter

been (nand out of shelters and ho-
tels. Heatber says It 1s really hord
10 get housing wathout a job, and
although she continues to look lor
work. no one wanis 1o hire her

o

Cdwin has beesn homeloss two
years, He says he \s mechancal-
ly inclined but survives mostly
Ly cleaning carpets He lves in
"1 low

Coyole Creck in 5an Jose
mme thay oan't lonk out for us
right here? he asks, relerencing
govornmen! responses 1o noiural
disastars

Nicolas has been homeless in San
Jose far about a year He doesn't
have an ID, which makes it chal
lenging to find work or support
He has been panhandling to get
by. He is passionate about ecology
and worried aboul the dwindling
bee populatan Hedreams about
getung into scheol to study ecolo

At 16, Gerardo was lacked out by
his mother for baing gay He had
a nervous breakdown and lost
his job as a resulr at age 23 Ha
has been homeless for four years,
bt feels ke he 15 on the brink ol
urning his life around. He wishes
that everyone was able to afford a
house

Evelin lives near San Jose, Call
fornia and she has over a month
sober Evelin says “Tm not inter
ested in doing any drugs. 'm just
Interested in getting a safe place o
stay”™. Thart's a very powerful state-
ment Evelin was lucky. She found
EHC LifeBuilders, but Sana Clara
County s badly in need of more
supportve housing so more peo
ple can find the help they need o
rebuild their Uves




22 | The South Bay Chronicle

MUR825400049

ASTROLOGY: PLANETARY ALIGNMENTS ARE
CONDUSIVE TO NEW BEGINNINGS

Arles
March 21 - April 19

This week, Aries, you may find
yourself langing for something
new and exciting Embrace this
thirst for change and use It a5 an
oppartunity to explore fresh per-
spectives. II'S ime W break free
from old patterns and embrace
inmovaove jdeas Trusy your in-
stincts and let them guide you as
you navigate the path of progress
Remember, change can be your
ally, empowering you o make a
positive impact and lead the way
owards a brighter future. Em-
brace the winds of change and be
the catalyst for transformation

Taurus
April 20 - May 20

Dear Taurus, the ime has come
10 let go of the familiar and open
yourself up (o new possibilities.
Change may be unsettding. but it
also bnngs growth and renawal
Embrace the idea of reevaluating
your beliefs, relanonships, and
goals. Step outside your comifort
zone and welcome fresh perspec-
tuves. By embracing change, you
can carve a path towards a better
future, both for yourself and oth
ers. Trust in the strength of your
convictions and selze the oppor-
tunity o creste positive change
around youw

Gemind
May 21 - June 20

Gemini, your cuick-witted nature
can spark positive change in your
life and beyond. Embrace your in-
nate curiosity and thirst for knowl-
edge. Seek out new ideas, per
spectives, and experfences this
week Engage iIn conversations
that challenge your existing be-
liefs and broaden your horizons.
Embracing change and new ideas
will lead you to uncharted territo-
ries where you can make a differ-
ence Remember, innovation and
transformation are your allies - let
them guide you towards a future
filled with endless possibiliics,

Cancer
June 21 - July 22

Dear Cancer, irs time (0 embrace
the winds of change and let go of
old habits and outdated routines.
This week presents an oppartuni-
ty for personal growth and trans-
formation. Explore alternafive
ways of thinking and challenge the
status quo. By embracing change,
you can inspire those around you
to do \he sarne. Be the catalyst for
progress and let your infultion
guide you towards a brighter fu-
ture. Remember, change may in-
Inally be uncomiortable. bur is
rewards are worth the effort

Leo
Tuly 23 - August 22

Leq, this week, the cosmos beck-
ans you to navigate uncharted wa-
tars and embrace new ideas. The
tme has come o leave behind out
dated opinions and routines and
embark on a journey ol self-reln-
vention. Embrace your natural
charisma and leadership quall-
ties to inspire others to embrace
change. By challenging traditional
nouons, you can pave the way for
progress and foster a sense of uni-
ty Embrace the winds of change
and let them guide you towards a
future where everyone can shine
and prosper

Virgo
August 23 - September 22

Virgo, this week, you are present-
ed with an opporfunity to break
free from self-imposed limitations
and embrace new ways of think-
ing Stay open fo uhaxploped [deas
and perspectives that can broad-
en your horizons Trust your In-
stincts and let go of old patterns
that no longer serve you. Embrac-
ing change will allow you to tap
into your tull potential and make
a positve impact on yoursell and
those around you Embrace the
spirit of transformation and step
Into a future filled with growth
and advancement

Libra
September 23 - October 22

Dear Libra, this week embodies
the promise of change and renew-
al Embrace the idea of turning the
page on old ways and embrace
new ideas with open arms. By
seeking harmony and balance,
you can create a positive impact
on your relationships and the
world around you Embrace pro-
gressive attitudes and allow your-
self to find new ways of fostering
cooperation and understanding,
By embracing change and innova-
tion, you can play a crucial role in
creating a future filled with unity
and lalrnoss.

October 23 - Nevember 21

Scorpio, change may sametiies
be intimidating, but this week, it
is your ally Embrace the trans-
formative energy that surrounds
you and let go of old altachmenls.
Recognize that by embraoing new
ideas and perspectives, you are
presented with an Opportunity
for personal growth and empow-
erment. Use your passionate na-
ture and determination to bring
sboul positive change in your hie
and society. Embrace the depth
of transtormation and allow it to
guide you to a brighter future.

Sagirtarius
November 22 - December 21

Dear Sagitarius, this week, the
-universe invites you to embrace
a new chapter in your life. Ad-
venture awaits as you open your-
sell up to innovative ideas and
different beliel systems. Embrace
change with an open mind. for
it can pave the path to personal
growth and wisdom. Embrace the
winds of change and allow them
lo carry you towards a future
tilled with exciting possibiihes.
Share your newfound knowledge
and inspire others to embrace
new perspectives as well

Capricorn
December 22 - January 18

Capricorn, this week presents
an opportunity for you {o mani-
test positive change in your life
Embrace the ldea of breaking
free from tracitional patierns to
areale a more innovauve future
Your dedication to your goals is
commendable, but consider al-
ternative routes that may be more
efficacious. Change doesn’t have
to be daunting: it can be the cat-
alyst for uncoverng untapped
potental Let your determination
fuel your journey not just towards
personal success, but towards
creating a legacy of progress and
evolution,

Aquarius
January 20 - February 18

Innovative Aquarius, your for-
ward-thinking narure is a beacon
for change. This weel, the stars
encourage you to shine this light
more broadly Share your unique
perspective and embrace the role
of a trailblazer The world needs
visionaries like you to clear the
way for progress. By cultivating
new ideas and fostering change,
you can contribute to a collective
movement towards a more en-
lightened future Boldly step for-
ward, knowing thal your actions
can npple out and create power-
ful transformations.

Pisces
February 19 - March 20

Pisces, with your empathy and in-
tuition, you can sense (he shifting
tides of change. This week, foster
this connection and channel It
into positive action Encourage
those around you to open thewr
minds and hearis (o different
perspectives. Your sensitvity is
your strength, enabling you to be
8 guiding light as everyone nav-
\gates the evolving landscape of
ideas Embrace the ransformative
power ol change, and let it not
anly shape your dreams but also
bring about a new reality for all

FEBRUARY 2024

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
LOFGREN'S AGE, HEALTH
RAISE QUESTIONS ABOUT
FITNESS FOR OFFICE

Dear Edior -

| am writing to you as o
eoncernod mother ol three and an
active voter in Morgmn HIlL [t has
ocome ta the communitys attention
that Representative Zoe Lolgren
has been exhibiting signs of wea-
riness, oftan forgetting the names
of {riunds and supporiers that slie
has known lor decades. Many
constituents are naturally con-
cerned about her well-belng. As
someone who has been actively
engnged n our civia conversation
and who respects Rep. Lolgren's
longstanding tenure, | fnd It is
Important thal we approach this
subject with care and empathy.

It I8 not my place to
diagnose or speculate on Rep.
Lofgrens health, as | am not o
medical prolessional, but rather
a concerned ciizen who values
her contributions to our soclety
I belleve it is essential that we,
as 8 commumnty, offer support 1o
our public servants when signs of
strain become apparent It's chal-
lenging for any individual © main-
1ain the rigorous pace required by
public service, and the demands
can certainly take their toll on an-
yone - and espectally so for some-
one of her advanced age

Acknowledging the very
human element of our represent-
atives 13 key (o lostering a com-
passionate political @nvironment.
Our concern should be for her ca
pacity to continue to serve in her
best capacity while ensuring her
personal wellbeing ls not being
compromised.

| encournge my kellow
constituents nnd community lead
are 1o support Rep Lolgren and
her wam during this time 1 also
encournge Rep. Lolgren to prior
|tize her health, as tie demancds
ol publio offilce should not come ol
the cost of a person’s well-being.

As a longtime supporter
of Rep. Loigren (even befare | was
drawn into her new district), it
pains me to say that - i the wide-
ty circulated rumar that Rep. Lal-
gren Is planning o resign her seal
shortly after she wins reelection
in November is true - then she
should reconsider. | can under-
stand that the political operator in
her would instinctively try to pro-
teot the seat. preferring to hand (t
off to a hand picked succossor in a
special election. But that wouldn’l
be fair to the voters, whose volces
should matier, especially during
these rare generational passing of
the torch elections.

Of course, our thoughts
are with Rep Lolgren, and we
extend to her our best wishes for
health and resilence. We hope for
an appropriate and respeotful dis-
ocourse surrgunding this situation,
and trust that she will take any
necessary measures (o address
her health in a way that is [ur ©
voters and doesn’t deprive us of
an opportuniry to select hor sue-
Cessor

Sincerely

Corina Padilla, 38
Morgnn Hull

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
PARTISANSHIP IN CONGRESS IS
DEEPLY DESTRUCTIVE TO ALL

Dear Editor,

We should all be trou
bled by the persistent and deep-
ening divide of partisanship with-
in the halls of Cangress. It seems
to me thal the spirit of bipart-
sanship, once the linchpin to our
nation’s legislative progress, now
flickers feebly in the overpower-
ing shadow of party allegiance.

This unylelding part-
sanship stifies the oonstruotive
dinlogue and debate which are
essential to orafting policies that
serve the broader interests of the
American people. Our representa-
tives appear more lnvested (n the
victory of thelr party than in the
well-belng of their consttuents.
As a result, critical legislauon is
entangled in endless polidcal skir-
mishes, with litle regard for the
pressing needs of our nation.

Where there should be
compromise. there 1is conflict:
where there should be unity,
there 1s division, and where there
should De progress, thers Is stag-
nation The excessive party loyal-
ty winessed today is antthetical
to the vory pnnciples of demoora-
cy that our forebearers aspired to
It 1s not the competiton between

parues that is inherently problem-
atic; It is the nabllity 10 transcend
such competition in pursult of the

_common good.

1 call upon our elected of-
ficlals to remember their ultimate
duty: to serve the public interest,
not just that of thelr party It s ime
to put aside partisan banners and
reinvest in the collaborative spirit
that can move our nation forward,
The comploxity of the issues we
face demands nothing less than
lawmakers willing (o reach across
the aisle, w0 find common ground,
and 1o lake concerted action for
the betterment of all

1 urge fellow citizens (o
join me n this plea and 1o voico
thelr discortent wath the current
state of alfairs. Let us signal 1o our
polincal representatives that the
path 1o a stronger and more unii-
ed country 1s butll on bipartisan-
ship and the collective pursuit of a
brighter future for all Americans.

Sincerely,

Crysial Williams, 42
Watsonville
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR:

NLUMEH WAS RIGHT T0 CALL
HOUSING A ‘HUMAN RIGHT’
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Dear Editor -

As a resident of Salinas
and a conscientious voler who
i3 keenly following the dovelop
ments of the upcoming congres-
sional race, it is with a sense of
newlound hope that | applaud the
candidacy ol Tribal Chairwoman
Charlene Concepeidn Nijmeh lor
Congress Charlene (s a leader [
believe has shown unparalieled
courage In tnokling the issue of
housing, a subject that deeply al-
lects all of us in the area.

What strikes me aboul
Nijmeh's approach is her brave
stance against the gentrification
that has been very rapidly and
very visibly altering the land
scape of our communities. She has
articulated what many of us have
observed but lacked the platform
lo challenge: the undeniabie gen-
trification occurring in our micdst
and the subtle mechanics of dis-
placement behind it

In a time when many
have danced around the subject,
Nijmeh has direcily called oul the
elitist municipal zoning laws that
have exacerbated the region’s
housing shortage - which has
driven many community mem-
bers into a crisis situation. Her
pointed critique of policy created
housing scarcities demonstrates
a prolound understanding of
the complexities involved m the
housing debate. It's refreshing to
witness a candidate who doesn't
shy away from the tough conver-
sations about the structural and
legislative changes required (o re-
verse these trends.

Even more commenda-

the region's stark socio-spatial
sogrogation pallerns. sho has po
sitioned hersell not just as a civ-
\o leader, but as an advocate for
aquality and justico.

I would even go bs far
a8 to speculap, alongside tho
‘modeTale progressive’ caucus o
which Nijmoh belongs. that the
elite imerests within the Bay Ar-
ea's real estate industry have long
sought to subtly displace Latinos
and other marginalized commu-
nities. This has enabled, perhaps
even fostared. the continuation
ol the Bay Area’s deoply-chronic
homelessness patterns and a long-
standing affordability crisis that
no ane (except Charlene) seems
1o want to fix

In Nijmeh's campaign, |
see a locus on the human aspect
of housing. Her proposals advo-
cate for inclusive zoning measures
and the expansion of affordable
housing stock. This vision for a
more equitable future in housing
has captured the attention and,
more umportantly, the hearts of
many voters who yearn [or tangi
ble change and inclusive growth
- 50 that we can all afiord {0 stay
here and live here.

As we draw closer to
election day, 1 invite my fellow vot-
ers to give Nijmeh's platfiorm the
serious consideration it deserves.
It is time for us to rally behind a
candidate who is not afraid to
challenge the status quo and who
has the audacity to envision a Bay
Area where every person, irre-
spective of their ethnicity or eco-
nomic background, has a place to
call home.

Sincerely,

Luis Acosta, 67
Gilroy
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Parents question Lofgren’s support of
transgendering children without consent

U.S. Representative Zoe Lofgren has advocated for Big Pharma since her tenure in Congress bogan in 1995,
Her footprint Is enormous In the House Sclence, Space, and Technology Committee, where she serves as the
leading Democrat. Her position within this committee gives Lofgren significant sway over policy impacting
Big Pharma, making her a cruclal decislon maker In discusslons and legisiation Ing phar ical

and thelr regulations. Her position within this committee gives Lofgren significant sway over policy impacting

Blg Pharma, making her a

ial danlal '

In dl I

andd their regulations.

For over 28 years, Blg
Pharma has been one ol her top
four contributors.

For a long time, her old
distriot - the 19th - was as sale ng
anyona's district In Congress, hav-
ing beon gerrymandered to en-
sure it contained Big Tech and Big
Pharma corridors, and the kind
of folks who would donale (o a
Comngressmember who would put
these Industries firsL

With the money they do-
nated, she could ensure that no
one in her Democratic party could
compete against her.

The distriot being heav:
ily Democratic meant there were
never genuine elections. Lofgren
kept getting reelected.

However, Lofgren's play-
Ing feld has shifted following the
2020 census, which has altered
her district boundaries to become
a majority Latino district. For her
to continue (o be a national pol-
icy-maker lor Big Pharma, she
needs the permission of voters in
one small area in California: the
new 18th district

The newly adjusted dis-
trict introduces financial ocpportu
nities for millionaire Lofgren and
her millionaire and billionaire
friends.

One of the bravest new
worlds of opportunity is Big Phar-
ma's gender-transitioning indus
try.

Lofgren’s stance has
found favor among liberal,
tech-savvy parents in her old dis-
trict, who view gender transition-
ing as a progressive and prestig-
jous choice for their children.

She must now work o
persuade Latinos in her new dis-
trict to embrace (his burgeoning
industry

Traditonally conserva-
tive, the Latino community may
not align with her views, posing
a potential challenge for Lolgren's
reelection campalgr.

The upcoming eloction
will undoubtedly test Lofgrens
ability to maintain her influential
role in Congress. She has always
been ready 1o delend Big Pharma
and its enterprises.

When attorney Gail Heri-
ot stated, “an anatomical male stu-
dent who ‘identifies’ as female re-
ally is [not] a girl_'We are teaching
young people a terrible lesson.
sex is binary: one is either male or
lemale, with precious few excep-
tions.”

Lofgren retorted, 1 think
you're a bigot., lady! 1 think you're
an ignorani bigot "

Lofgren said she could
not allow such “bigotry to go info
the record unchallenged”

Many Latnos, howev-
er, agree with Heriot's view and
believe that children and adoles-
cents cannot give Informed con-
sent to 'transitioning treatments
due to significant complications,
including sterilization.

Lofgron believes in the
rights of children and adolescents
to affirm their chosen identities
with hormone treatment and sur-
gical procedures.

Yes, she will admil there
are potential risks associated with
hormone treatments and surger-
les.

and legislat]

ing pharmaceuticals

Stll, when welghed
agalnst the risk of children be-
ing upsel. threatening sulcida.
or disturbed for not having thatr
child-denermined  gender  al-
firmed, the choice is simple. Com
bined with the financial value to
Big Pharma, which Uvests in Lof-
gren through campaign donaticns
and Investments her husband
makes on their behall, she hopes
Latinos will vote for her to ensure
her Influence in the Big Pharma
realm.

Latinos have every rea-
son (o vote in this primary on
March 6

Many opportunides lie
in the areas where the Lalinos
currently oecupy. This is ripe for
new development and an elegant
gentrification led by Big Tech and
Big Pharma in the southern part of
the new district

Proud activists envision,
with Lofgren at the helm, multi-bil-
lion dollar opportunities with the
Susan Ellen Zoe Lofgren Inclusive
Gender Transition Corridor [SE
ZLIGT], where young people from
around the world can come to the
newly repurposed and gentrified
Galings Valley for gender wansi-
tioning.

SEZLIGT would cater to
adolescents and mature-for-their
age children for gender transition-
ing

The corridor would In-
clude medical treatment that con-
sists of both hormone therapy and
genilal and breast removal and
mental héalth therapy by profes-
sionals who encourage children
to decide and not look baclk.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
JANUARY 6 HEARINGS WERE A
SHAMEFUL EPISODDE IN HISTORY

Dear Editor.

Zoe Lofgren’s role in the
January‘ﬁhearhrgshasmtenm‘.ﬁed
fears among conservatives and
raised serious questions about
the protection of our First Amend-
ment rights.

It was deeply troubling to
witness Rep. Lofgren actively par-
:jdpaﬁnginhmﬂn@mmmmd
more focused on criminalizing po-
lincal dissent rather than seeking
genuine accountability While it s
rightful © condemn the incidenc-
es of violence that may have oc-
curred on January 6, it is essential
1o distinguish between the individ-
uals who engaged in criminal acts
mdihelmgorgmupo(pm{\ﬂ
protesters exercising thelr consti-
tutionai right to free speech.

By perpetuating .the

contributed to the erosion of trust
and unity in our soclety. Rather
than facilitating a fair and impar-

tial Investigation, her actions have
fostered division and polarized
public opinion.

Labeling political dissent
as criminal behavior is deeply
concerning Every American has
the right to express their disagree-
ments with the government and
voice their concerns without the
fear of being criminalized Howev-
er, Rep. Lofgren’s involvement in
the hearings has cast a chilling ef-
fect an political discourse by sug-
gesting that expressing dissenting
viewpoints could potentially lead
to legal repercussions.

The ramifications of Rep.
Lofgren’s actions extend far be-
yond the context of the January
6 hearings. By positioning hersell

Civil liberties and the
preservation of the First Amend-
ment are core 10 America. Rep.

Lolgren’s actions run counter to
these fundamemai principles. In-
stead of fostering an environment
where all voices are heard and re-
spected, she has undermined the
very essence of our democratic
values,

It is crucial that we hold
our elected olficials accountable
for their actions. [ urge Rep. Lof-
gren (o reconsider her approach
and prioritize saleguarding the
rights and liberties of all Ameri-
cans, irrespective of their politucal
leanings. Our democracy thrives
when diverse perspectives are
freely expressed and debated
Vilifying poliucal dissent and
weaponizing the justoce system
only serves to further divide our
nation.

The damage caused by
Rep. Lofgren’s actions threatens
the integrity of the First Amend-
ment and civil liberties norms for
millions of Americans. It is imper-
gtive that we remain vigilant and
actively challenge any attempts to
silence dissenting volces or crimi-
nalize political differences.

Sincerely,

Bradley Wong. 48
Alum Rock
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EXHIBIT C



PATRIOTS'
DON’T VOTE FOR PETER HERNANDEZ!

It’s statistically impossible for
a Republican to win the 18th

congressional district. But a
moderate Democrat will send
Zoe Lofgren packing!

Ele;'%rEl
Scan to read Roger Stone’s message to 1
Republican voters in the 18th district: .feif i

“Zoe Lofgren is an absolutely
vile human being.”

PAID FOR BY MATT RICCHIAZZI
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THIS MESSAGE IS TOP SECRET - DO NOT SHARE WITH NON-REPUBLICANS

In a psycho-liberal state like California, Republican voters

are forced to think strategically. If you want to oust a crooked

incumbent, you often need a Democrat to get through the jungle
primary in order to have a competitive choice in November.

Peter is a great guy, but he just can’t win:
- Only 19% GOP enroliment in the 18th district

- Already lost 35% to 66% to Lofgren during the
midterms, when GOP turnout is higher than
presidential election years

ey 0]

It’s just statistics. %‘?’“

This is why I’'m calling on GOP voters to back
Charlene Concepcion Nijmeh on March 5th.

L) AN M

Zoe Lofgren is a repulsive human being:
- Suffers from Trump Derangement Syndrome

- Sham ‘Impeachment Manager’ against Trump twice
- January 6 hoax committee member that sent law
abiding innocent people to prison

- Big Tech’s ‘Madam’ on Capitol Hill

- Refuses to regulate Big Tech and supports the
censorship industrial complex

Lord help us if Lofgren becomes Chair of the Science & Tech
Committee. There will be no First Amendment rights left.
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EXHIBIT D
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Uno de nosotros luchando para nosotros.

“Charlene has a bold plan to make housing affordable again, and to end
the national housing shortage that is causing rents to skyrocket,”

- Watsonville Mayor Rebecca Garcia

Charlene for Congress 2024

P
18 South 2nd Street ' USRSp%Ts?ZgE
San Jose, CA 95113 PAID

SAN JOSE, CA

PERMIT 1206
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Charlene Concepcion

\ Nijme DEMOCRAT

FOR CONGRESS
The only candidate in the race who: ERAE

- Rejects Corporate PAC money %
- Refuses to own stock while in Congress
- Will donate her salary to those in need

(=]

“I believe in term limits, age limits, and
public service -- not career politicians.”

TRIBAL CHAIRWOMAN - ENVIRONMENTALIST - BUSINESSWOMAN - MOTHER OF FIVE
HOUSING ACTIVIST - TEXTILE RECYCLER - LIFELONG DEMOCRAT - PRO-PEACE

PAID FOR BY CHARLENE FOR CONGRESS 2024
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couldn’t he more clear.
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Charlene Concepcion Nijmeh

Lifelong Democrat

Zoe Lofgren
Big Tech Puppet & Rabid Partisan

Hernandez
Flip Flopping Republican

Housing
Crisis

Proposes building more than 6 million
new homes in 5 years, to reduce rents
by increasing the housing supply.

No federal housing strategy. Zoe
suports racist exclusionary zoning
laws that send rents skyrocketing.

Will eliminate Section
8 housing vouchers and
destroy our open space.

Big Tech
and Kids

Paywall all pornography online, require
parental consent to use social media,
and require removal of revenge porn.

Ranking Member of the Tech &
Antitrust Committees, and has
allowed Big Tech to run amuck.

Has no plans to reign in
Big Tech’s victimization
of our children.

War and
Peace

Will prevent WW3 by refusing to fund
any war that is not declared by Con-
gress, as required by the Constitution.

Zoe is letting Joe Biden bomb sev-
eral countries without Congress
having declared war.

Supports turbo-charging
the bombing campaign
across the Middle East.

Party
Loyalty

Lifelong Democrat who is ashamed of the
Party's performance, and is running to
oust current hyper-partisan leadership.

A relentless partisan responsible
for a toxic culture of bullying and
special interest corruption.

Now a Trumpster after
being a Never Trumper,
as the winds blow.

Ethics &
Service

Will donate salary to support those in
need. Refuses corporate PAC money. Will
not own stocks while in Congress.

Takes more money from Big Tech
than anyone in Congress, and was
caught insider trading.

Plans to trade stocks
and take corporate PAC
money in Congress

Neighbors and friends,
My name is Charlene Concepcion Nijmeh. I've

been very blessed. Fifteen years ago | started a textile

recycling company that now diverts 60 million pounds of

waste from landfills every year, while creating a source
of affordable clothing in Latin America. I've created
6,000 jobs across 123 second hand clothing stores,
and 100% of everything we collect is either resold or
reprocessed into building materials -- nothing goes into

a landfill.

I'm so proud that I've been able to do well by
doing good for the environment.

| became Chairwoman of the Muwekma Ohlone
Tribe six years ago. | never aspired to run for Congress,

but in January 2023, Rep. Zoe Lofgren demanded that |

sign away the rights and freedom’s of my Tribe's chil-
dren in exchange for legislation. At the urging of my
Council | rejected that extortionate demand.

Now I'm running for Congress to fight for any-
one who has ever felt unseen, unheard, or unrecognized

by your federal government.
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One of us to fight for us.

“Charlene has a bold plan to make housing affordable again, and to end

the national housing shortage that is causing rents to skyrocket,”

- Watsonville Mayor Rebecca Garcia

Charlene for Congress 2024
18 South 2nd Street
San Jose, CA 95113
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FOR CONGRESS
The only candidate in the race who: EIFAE
- Rejects Corporate PAC money ' :
- Refuses to own stock while in Congress

- Will donate her salary to those in need

“I believe in term limits, age limits, and
public service -- not career polltlclans

TRIBAL CHAIRWOMAN - ENVIRONMENTALIST - BUSINESSWOMAN - MOTHER OF FIVE
HOUSING ACTIVIST - TEXTILE RECYCLER - LIFELONG DEMOCRAT - PRO-PEACE
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e couldn't be more clear.
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Charlene Concepcion Nijmeh

Zde Lofgren

Lifelong Democrat Big Tech Puppet & Rabid Partisan | Flip Flopping Republican
Housing Proposes building more than 6 million | No federal housing strategy. Zoe Will eliminate Section
Crisis "V homes in 5 years, to reduce rents | suports racist exclusionary zoning |8 housing vouchers and
by increasing the housing supply. laws that send rents skyrocketing. | destroy our open space.
Big Tech Paywall all pornography online, require | Ranking Member of the Tech & | Has no plans to reig|_1 in
and Kids parental consent to use social media, | Antitrust Committees, and has | Big Tech's victimization
and require removal of revenge porn. allowed Big Tech to run amuck. | of our children.
War and Will prevent WW3 by refusing to fund | Zoe is letting Joe Biden bomb sev- | Supports 'turbo-charging
Peace any war that is not declared by Con- eral countries without Congress | the bombing campaign
gress, as required by the Constitution. | having declared war. across the Middle East.
Party Lifelong Democrat who is ashamed of the| A relentless partisan responsible |Now a Trumpster after
Loval Party’s performance, and is running to | for a toxic culture of bullying and |being a Never Trumper,
oy ty oust current hyper-partisan leadership. |special interest corruption. as the winds blow.
Ethics & Will donate salary to support those in | Takes more money from Big Tech |Plans to trade stocks
Servi need. Refuses corporate PAC money. Will | than anyone in Congress, and was |and take corporate PAC
IVICe 10t own stocks while in Congress. caught insider trading. money in Congress
Neighbors and friends,

My name is Charlene Concepcion Nijmeh. I've
been very blessed. Fifteen years ago | started a textile

recycling company that now diverts 60 million pounds of

waste from landfills every year, while creating a source
of affordable clothing in Latin America. I've created
6,000 jobs across 123 second hand clothing stores,
and 100% of everything we collect is either resold or

reprocessed into building materials -- nothing goes into

a landfill.

I’'m so proud that I've been able to do well by
doing good for the environment.

| became Chairwoman of the Muwekma Ohlone
Tribe six years ago. | never aspired to run for Congress,

but in January 2023, Rep. Zoe Lofgren demanded that |

sign away the rights and freedom’s of my Tribe's chil-
dren in exchange for legislation. At the urging of my
Council | rejected that extortionate demand.

Now I'm running for Congress to fight for any-
one who has ever felt unseen, unheard, or unrecognized

by your federal government.
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As a private citizen, Charlene has created 6,000 jobs and
diverts more than 60 million pounds of textile waste from

E E landfills every year.

{ Imagine what she will get
[=]d done, working for you.
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ONE OF US TO FIGHT FOR US

» Gharlene
£ Nijmeh:s: e

CONG

DYNAMIC TRIBAL PRESIDENT AR
INNOVATIVE ENTREPRENEUR §&
LEADING ENVIRONMENTALIST

44 YEAR CAREER
POLITICIAN
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Como ciudadana privada, Charlene ha creado 6.000 pues-
tos de trabajo y desvia mas de 60 millones de libras de
desechos textiles de los vertederos cada afo.

Imaginate lo que podria lograr
si es electa. Ella trabajaré por tiy
para ti.
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Charlene Concepcion Nijmeh Uno de nosotros para luchar por nosotros.
Candidata al Congreso Una tradicion de servicio.

& Nijmeh &,

PRESIDENTA TRIBAL DINAMICA "

EMPRESARIA INNOVADORA

AMBIENTALISTA LIDER i .
POLITICA DE CARRERA {5 aE
DE 44 ANOS ;%
=1





