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This complaint is filed pursuant to 52 U.S.C. § 30109(a)(l). Complainant is writing to 

request that the Commission investigate violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act by 

Charlene Nijmeh, Matt Ricchiazzi, Charlene for Congress 2024 and Stacy Owens as Treasurer 

(collective, the "Respondents") for violating provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 

1971, as amended (the "Act"), and Federal Election Commission (the "FEC" or "Commission") 

regulations. 

MUR 8254

MUR825400001



FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

Charlene Nijmeh is the chairwoman of the Muwekma-Ohlone tribe. On or about October 

30, 2023, she filed a statement of candidacy as a candidate for Congress in California's 18th 

Congressional District. 1 On the same day, she established Charlene for Congress 2024 (the 

"Committee") to serve as her principal campaign committee.2 

According to a recent press report, Nijmeh's campaign has been working with Matt 

Ricchiazzi, a political consultant who has identified himself as Nijmeh's "chief of staff."3 

Ricchiazzi has also, by his own admission, served as a "volunteer" for Nijmeh's campaign.4 

According to that report, Ricchiazzi is responsible for the production and distribution of a fake 

newspaper, called "The South Bay Chronicle," that was distributed to the homes of voters across 

the 18th Congressional District in February 2024.5 A copy of that publication is attached as 

Exhibit B. 

While the publication resembles a traditional newspaper in appearance, it is anything but. 

The publication states that it is the "Election Edition," but reporting indicates that the publication 

has not previously been distributed, making it the only "edition of the publication that has been 

distributed to date.6 Unlike a traditional newspaper, this newspaper does not include a 

1 See Statement of Candidacy, Charlene Concepcion Nijmeh, available at https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi­
bin/forms/H4CA18136/1733988/. 
2 See Statement of Organization, Charlene for Congress 2024, available at https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi­
bin/forms/C00855056/1733980/. 
3 Ramona Giargis, Silicon Valley congressional candidate tied to fake newspaper, San Jose Spotlight 
(Feb. 12, 2024), available at https://sanjosespotlight.com/silicon-vallcy-congressional-candidate­
charlene-nijmeh-tied-to-fake-newspaper-misinformation-zoe-lofgren-election-
2024/#:~:text=News%20articles%20in%20a%20publication.Screenshot. A copy of the article is provided 
as Exhibit A. 
4 Id. 
5 Id. 
6 Id. 
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"masthead" that lists the publisher, editor or contact information for the publication.7 A search 

for the name "The South Bay Chronicle" on the California Secretary of State's website does not 

identify any corporation or business entity with that name. 8 Nearly every page of the 24-page 

publication promotes the election of Nijmeh, levies fake and outlandish attacks on her opponent, 

incumbent Representative Zoe Lofgren (such as accusing her of"transgendering" minors and 

enabling global sex trafficking), or does both. The paper includes multiple instances of express 

advocacy-including endorsements ofNijmeh and photos of her campaign signs- but does not 

identify who paid for it. Ricchiazzi has admitted that the campaign did not pay him to produce 

the newspaper.9 According to Nijmeh, Ricchiazzi asked her ifhe could publish articles about the 

campaign, and she assented, telling him that he could. 10 

In order to make the publication appear like a legitimate newspaper, the newspaper 

includes what appear to be advertisements paid for by sponsors. However, this is a sham. 

Multiple entities who are identified by the publication, seemingly as advertisers, have indicated 

that they have never heard of the publication and have denied placing advertisements in the 

publication. 11 

This is not the first fake newspaper that Ricchiazzi has sponsored. Ricchiazzi has 

sponsored other political advertisements masquerading as "journalism," including the "San 

Franciso Inquirer."12 

1 Id. 
8 Business Search, California Secretary of State, at https://bizfileonline.sos.ca.gov/search/business (last 
visited April 22, 2024). 
9 Exhibit A. 
io Id. 
II Id. 
12 Id. 
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Respondents' violations do not end there. Ricchiazzi is identified as the payor on a 

mailer that was distributed on or about February 28 and that invokes political operative Roger 

Stone and urges Republican voters to vote for Nijmeh. A copy of that mailer (the "Stone 

Mailer") is attached as Exhibit C. However, the Committee has not reported receiving an in­

kind from Ricchiazzi for the Stone Mailer, nor is there any record ofRicchiazzi filing an 

independent expenditure report with the Commission for the Stone Mailer. 

Further, Nijmeh's campaign seems to have distributed mailers that have not been 

reported and that lack require disclaimers. Two mailers that were distributed by the Committee 

indicate that they were "Paid for by Charlene for Congress 2024" and include a return address 

for "Charlene for Congress 2024, 18 South 2nd Street, San Jose, CA 95113." A copy of these 

mailers are attached as Exhibit D. However, another two mailers, attached as Exhibit E, bear 

the same return address but do not indicate who paid for it. And the Committee's 2024 April 

quarterly report identifies that the Committee incurred debt for mailers, but they identify Nijmeh 

as the party to whom the debt is owed, rather than the vendor for those mailers, in violation of 

Commission policy. 

LEGAL ANALYSIS 

I. The South Bay Chronicle publication violates the Act's contribution limits, 
reporting requirements and disclaimer requirements. 

a. The South Bay Chronicle is a coordinated communication. 

Under Commission regulations, a communication will be considered a coordinated 

communication and, therefore, an in-kind contribution to a candidate if (1) it is paid for by a 
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person other than a candidate or a political party committee, (2) it contains certain conduct, and 

(3) it follows certain conduct. 13 The South Bay Chronicle plainly meets this three-part test. 

First, as Ricchiazzi has admitted to the press, neither Nijmeh nor the Committee paid for 

the communication. Ricchiazzi has taken responsibility for the publication and either he, or a 

business entity with whom he is associated, paid for the publication. Therefore, the first prong is 

met. 

Second, the South Bay Chronicle contains the type of content that would qualify it as a 

coordinated communication. "Newspapers" and "magazines" are considered "public 

communications" under Commission regulations. 14 And this communication expressly 

advocates for Nijmeh's election (by containing endorsements of her candidacy and republishing 

her campaign signs in photographs); contains the functional equivalent of express advocacy in its 

extended, repeated, and outlandish attacks on Congresswoman Lofgren15; and identifies both 

Nijmeh and Congresswoman Lofgren in a communication that was distributed to their electorate 

during the 90 days before the March 5 primary election.16 Accordingly, the second prong is met. 

Third, there is ample evidence that multiple conduct prongs have been met. Ricchiazzi 

has admitted to the press that he is a volunteer for the Committee; he also self-identifies as 

Nijmeh's chief of staff. Accordingly, he is an agent ofNijmeh. As such, he was materially 

13 11 C.F.R. § 109.21(a). 
14 Id. § 100.26. 
15 See Citizens United v. FEC, 558 U.S. 310,325 (2010) (finding that Hillary: the Movie, was the 
equivalent of express advocacy: "In light of historical footage, interviews with persons critical of her, and 
voiceover narration, the film would be understood by most viewers as an extended criticism of Senator 
Clinton's character and her fitness for the office of the Presidency. The narrative may contain more 
suggestions and arguments than facts, but there is little doubt that the thesis of the film is that she is unfit 
for the Presidency."). 
16 11 C.F.R. § 109.21(c)(3), (4)(i), (5). 
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involved in the creation and distribution of the sham publication; he has taken credit for 

authoring it and distributing it. 17 

Even if the Commission determines that Ricchiazzi is not an agent ofNijmeh, the 

conduct prong would still be met. According to the candidate herself, Ricchiazzi asked Nijmeh 

ifhe could distribute articles about her, and she provided her approval to do so. Thus, Nijmeh 

assented to the communication.18 Moreover, as a volunteer to the campaign and as Nijmeh's 

chief of staff, Ricchiazzi would have been in possession of nonpublic information about 

Nijmeh's campaign plans, projects, activities or needs. And given the vast amount of content in 

the publication, his knowledge about these nonpublic plans, projects, activities and needs would 

have had to influence at least some of the content contained therein. Accordingly, the "former 

employee or independent contractor" prong would have also been met. 19 

Accordingly, there is ample reason to believe that Ricchiazzi made, and the Committee 

and Nijmeh received, an in-kind contribution in the form of a coordinated communication. 

Because this publication was distributed across the district, the cost likely exceeded the Act's 

limit of $3,300 in connection with the primary election; and ifRicchiazzi paid for the publication 

with corporate funds, it would result in a prohibited corporate contribution. 20 And the 

Committee has further violated the Act by failing to report its receipt.21 

b. The South Bay Chronicle is not subject to the media exemption. 

Even though the publication is styled as a newspaper, Respondents cannot avail 

themselves of the "media exemption." The Act and Commission regulations exempt from the 

17 Id.§ 109.21(d)(2). 
18 Id.§ 109.21(d)(l)(ii). 
19 Id.§ 109.2l(d)(5). 
20 52 U .S.C. § 30 l l 8(a). 
21 See id. § 30104(b)(3)(A). 
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definition of "contribution" and "expenditure" "any cost incurred in covering a news story, 

commentary, or editorial by any broadcasting station ... , web site, newspaper, magazine, or other 

periodical publication ... unless the facility is owned or controlled by any political party, 

political committee or candidate."22 In assessing whether the exemption applies, the 

Commission conducts a two-step analysis. First, it asks whether the entity engaging in the 

activity is a press or media entity. Second, it applies the two-part analysis from Readers Digest 

Association v. FEC,23 which asks (1) whether the entity is owned or controlled by a political 

party, political committee, or candidate, and (2) whether the press entity is acting in its 

''legitimate press function. "24 

The South Bay Chronicle fails to qualify for the exemption on all fronts. It is not a press 

or media entity, but a 24-page piece of campaign literature meant to support Nijmeh and attack 

Congresswoman Lofgren. It contains only de minimis content that is not related to those two 

candidates, and much of that content, such as the advertisements, appears to have been fabricated 

in an attempt to camouflage the publication as a legitimate publication (which it is not). Further, 

it was a one-off publication, rather than a regular publication. Residents were surprised to fmd 

this publication delivered to their doors; they had not received the publication until they received 

the self-described "election edition" of the publication in the month before the 2024 primary 

election. Accordingly, the publication has no press identity separate from its election­

influencing purpose. 

Nor is it operating under any economic model used by the recognized press. It does not 

charge users a subscription fee, nor does it even seem to have advertising revenue. As stated, 

22 11 C.F.R. § 100.73. 
23 509 F. Supp. 1210, 1215 (S.D.N.Y. 1981), 
24 See, e.g., Advisory Opinion 2023-10 (Sony Pictures Television). 
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while it purports to include paid advertisements, a number of the companies identified as 

purported advertisers have denied placing advertisements in the publication. Thus, the 

publication seems to have fabricated advertisements to make it appear as a legitimate press 

entity. But it is plainly not. 

Even if the Commission disagrees with this conclusion, the publication would still not 

qualify for the exemption. It fails the first prong of the Readers Digest test because it is 

controlled by Nijmeh's agent, her campaign volunteer and chief-of-staff. And it fails the second 

prong, because, for all of the reasons outlined above, it is not a legitimate press function. As the 

court in Reader's Digest Association noted, the press exemption would not apply where, "for 

example, on Election Day a partisan newspaper hired an army of incognito propaganda 

distributors to stand on street comers denouncing allegedly illegal acts of a candidate and sent 

sound trucks through the streets blaring the same denunciations."25 The publication, rather than 

a newspaper, is a 24-page piece of political literature, and not a bona fide newspaper. For these 

reasons, Respondents cannot avail themselves of the press exemption. 

c. Even if the South Bay Chronicle is not a coordinated communication, it 
violates the Act's reporting requirements. 

While there is compelling evidence that the publication is a coordinated communication, 

even if the Commission concludes that the conduct prong was not met, it would still violate the 

Act's reporting requirements. Because the publication contains express advocacy, if, for 

argument's sake, it was conducted independently of the Nijmeh campaign, it would have 

triggered independent expenditure reporting. This would have included reporting the 

communication within 48 hours if it was distributed more than 20 days and cost $10,000 or 

25 509 F. Supp. 1210 at 1214; see also Fed. Election Com. v. Mass. Citizens for Life, Inc., 479 U.S. 238, 
251 (1986) ( distinguishing "fliers" from "regular publications"). 
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more, as well as quarterly reporting.26 To date, Ricchiazzi has failed to so report the 

communication. 

d. The South Bay Chronicle violates the Act's disclaimer requirements. 

Under the Act, public communications that expressly advocate for or against the election 

of a clearly identified candidate that are paid for by a person other than a candidate or 

candidate's authorized committee must identify the person who paid for the communication and 

whether or not it was authorized by a candidate.27 As a public communication that expressly 

advocates for Nijmeh's election, and against Congresswoman Lofgren's, was required to include 

these identification statements, but it has not. 

II. The Stone Mailer violates the Act's contribution limits, reporting requirements 
and disclaimer requirements. 

The Stone Mailer was also a coordinated communication. On its face, it indicates that it 

was paid for by Ricchiazzi. The mailer meets the content prong of the coordinated 

communications rule because it contains express advocacy and identifies both Congresswoman 

Lofgren and Nijmeh and was distributed in their jurisdiction in the 90 days before the March 5, 

2024 primary. And, for the same reasons articulated above, the conduct prong of the coordinated 

communications rule has also been met. Accordingly, the Committee received another in-kind 

contribution from Ricchiazzi that it failed to report. And the contribution likely exceeded the 

Act's limits, particularly when the cost of the Stone Mailer is aggregated with the cost of The 

South Bay Chronicle. 

26 11 C.F.R. § 109.l0(b), (c). 
27 52 U.S.C. § 30120(a). 
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Moreover, whether or not the Stone Mailer was coordinated with Nijmeh and the 

Committee, it, on its face, violates the Act's disclaimer requirements because it provides the 

reader with no information about whether or not it was authorized by Nijmeh. And even if, for 

argument's sake, the Stone Mailer was not coordinated with Nijmeh or her campaign, Ricchiazzi 

would have been required to report the independent expenditure within 24 hours if the value was 

$1,000 or more, and file quarterly reports of his independent expenditures, which he did not. 

m. The Charlene for Congress 2024 mailer violates the Act's 

Lastly, the Committee has further violated the Act by distributing mailers that violate the 

Act's disclaimer and reporting requirements. Attached to this Complaint are four mail pieces 

that the Committee appears to have distributed. Two indicate that they were paid for by the 

Committee. However, the other two, while bearing the same return address, do not indicate who 

paid for the mailing. The shared return address suggests that they were paid for by the 

Committee, but the fact that mailer does not contain a "paid for by" disclaimer violates the Act. 

Moreover, to date, the Committee has not reported the true recipient of any disbursements to for 

mail pieces. On its 2024 April Quarterly report, the Committee reported debt being owed to 

Nijmeh for mailers; however, the Committee has failed to correctly report the ultimate payee for 

those disbursements.28 Complainant also notes that there are other irregularities in the 

Committee's 2024 April Quarterly report: (1) numerous disbursements are not accompanied with 

a description of their purpose, and (2) disbursements to Meta for what appear to be campaign 

communications are incorrectly reported on line 21 of the report as "other disbursements." 

28 Notice of Interpretive Rule: Reporting Ultimate Payees of Political Committee Disbursements, 78 Fed. 
Reg. 40,625, 40,626 (July 8, 2013) (Hout-of-pocket spending by candidates, as agents of their authorized 
committees, requires memo entry itemization of the ultimate payee if the aggregate amount of payments 
to that vendor exceeds $200 for the election cycle.") 
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Accordingly, the Committee has also violated the Act's reporting requirements by not correct 

disclosing its disbursements and obligations. 

CONCLUSION 

In short, there is ample reason to believe that Respondents have repeatedly violated the 

Act and Commission rules. Given the extensive nature of the violations, there is reason to 

believe that these violations were knowing and willful. We respectfully request that the 

Commission immediately investigate these allegations, fine Respondents the maximum amount 

permitted by law, and enjoin Respondents from further violations of the law. 
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Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren and challenger Charlene Nijmeh, chairperson of the Muwekma

Ohlone Tribe.

A congressional candidate is connected to a fake newspaper that’s plastered the

South Bay, which mirrors several other misleading websites created by her consultant

with ties to Roger Stone and an extreme right-wing agenda.

With a few weeks until Election Day, voters across Silicon Valley are finding a

newspaper in their mailboxes called The South Bay Chronicle. It looks convincing with

an editorial font title, headlines and stories that mimic major publications.

Silicon Valley congressional candidate tied to

fake newspaper

by Ramona Giwargis and Brandon Pho February 12, 2024

4/24/24, 2:05 PM Silicon Valley congressional candidate tied to fake newspaper - San José Spotlight

https://sanjosespotlight.com/silicon-valley-congressional-candidate-charlene-nijmeh-tied-to-fake-newspaper-misinformation-zoe-lofgren-election-202… 1/13
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But a closer look reveals the paper is peddling propaganda and misinformation. The

articles contain no author names or dates, and its pages attack San Jose Rep. Zoe

Lofgren while promoting one of her political challengers: Charlene Nijmeh.

4/24/24, 2:05 PM Silicon Valley congressional candidate tied to fake newspaper - San José Spotlight

https://sanjosespotlight.com/silicon-valley-congressional-candidate-charlene-nijmeh-tied-to-fake-newspaper-misinformation-zoe-lofgren-election-202… 2/13
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4/24/24, 2:05 PM Silicon Valley congressional candidate tied to fake newspaper - San José Spotlight

https://sanjosespotlight.com/silicon-valley-congressional-candidate-charlene-nijmeh-tied-to-fake-newspaper-misinformation-zoe-lofgren-election-202… 3/13
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Screenshot of a publication called The South Bay Chronicle, which is pushing

misinformation related to a congressional election.

Nijmeh, chairwoman of the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe since 2018, is working with

political consultant Matthew Ricchiazzi who’s notorious for creating a slew of fake

news sites — including The Buffalo Chronicle and San Francisco Inquirer. The tribe is

one of Ricchiazzi’s clients, and he calls himself the “chief of staff to the chairwoman”

in emails sent to federal lawmakers obtained by San José Spotlight.

The Buffalo Chronicle published stories alleging Canadian Prime Minister Justin

Trudeau bribed his way into suppressing a sex scandal, among other claims. An

investigation by BuzzFeed News and the Toronto Star found that Ricchiazzi offered to

publish positive or negative coverage of political candidates for money.

Ricchiazzi was exposed by the San Francisco Chronicle last year as the operator of the

San Francisco Inquirer, another fake news website that posts sensational and

politically-slanted articles. It contains more attacks on Lofgren — including a recent

post blaming her for sex trafficking — alongside real news releases including one

from San Jose Mayor Matt Mahan on artificial intelligence.

The newly-launched South Bay Chronicle — which doesn’t appear to have a website

— features more than 20 pages in its February edition accusing Lofgren of thwarting

regulations to protect kids from online predators because of support from “Big Tech,”

orchestrating the housing crisis, voting against immigration measures and claiming

her “crusade for abortion” and “transgendering” children without consent is

alienating conservative Latinos, among other claims.

Ricchiazzi said he volunteers his time to help with Nijmeh’s campaign, but does not

work for her. He claimed the publication is not paid political advertising and is not

affiliated with Nijmeh’s campaign. He said his publications are a counter reaction to

what he called the corporate media agenda.

“It’s an independent hobby project of mine,” he told San José Spotlight. “It’s not

campaign material. It wasn’t produced or authorized by the (Nijmeh) campaign. It

wasn’t funded by the campaign. I produce my independent journalism,

independently. I’ve done this for many years under many different mastheads.”

One of the paper’s most outlandish headlines accuses Lofgren’s attorney husband of

making “millions” off the displacement of people of color due to the Bay Area’s

housing crisis.

4/24/24, 2:05 PM Silicon Valley congressional candidate tied to fake newspaper - San José Spotlight

https://sanjosespotlight.com/silicon-valley-congressional-candidate-charlene-nijmeh-tied-to-fake-newspaper-misinformation-zoe-lofgren-election-202… 4/13
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Lofgren’s husband is an estate attorney who works on wills and trusts, not housing

laws or policy.

“I urge anyone trying to enter public service to be honest and civil,” Lofgren told San

José Spotlight. “It is sad for American democracy when disinformation and lies are

what a candidate relies on.”

4/24/24, 2:05 PM Silicon Valley congressional candidate tied to fake newspaper - San José Spotlight

https://sanjosespotlight.com/silicon-valley-congressional-candidate-charlene-nijmeh-tied-to-fake-newspaper-misinformation-zoe-lofgren-election-202… 5/13
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News articles in a publication called the The South Bay Chronicle are peddling

false information on Rep. Zoe Lofgren and her husband John Collins benefitting

4/24/24, 2:05 PM Silicon Valley congressional candidate tied to fake newspaper - San José Spotlight

https://sanjosespotlight.com/silicon-valley-congressional-candidate-charlene-nijmeh-tied-to-fake-newspaper-misinformation-zoe-lofgren-election-202… 6/13
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.from a housing crisis. Screenshot

The paper features numerous articles promoting Nijmeh and her candidacy — and

unlike other political campaign materials, it does not have a campaign ID number or

disclosure about who paid for it as required by law. Campaign identification

disclaimers are required for any political messages.

“They are definitely violating the law,” said Ann Ravel, a Silicon Valley attorney and

former member of the Federal Elections Commission. She added that fake

newspapers are a common form of political campaigning.

“Especially when they’re attack ads,” she added. “That is probably the reason they’re

not identifying whether they exist or who they are, because they probably believe it is

in their interest to attack and have people think it’s something that is a newspaper or

some other commentary that is legal and thoughtful — one that actually exists.”

In one article, Nijmeh is posing next to longtime East San Jose leader Blanca Alvarado

— and claims the matriarch has endorsed her campaign to unseat Lofgren.

Alvarado told San José Spotlight she did not endorse Nijmeh.

“I am aghast at this propaganda of lies,” Alvarado said. “I did not endorse her nor do I

even know how to contact her.”

4/24/24, 2:05 PM Silicon Valley congressional candidate tied to fake newspaper - San José Spotlight

https://sanjosespotlight.com/silicon-valley-congressional-candidate-charlene-nijmeh-tied-to-fake-newspaper-misinformation-zoe-lofgren-election-202… 7/13
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East San Jose leader Blanca Alvarado said she has not endorsed Charlene

Nijmeh’s campaign against Rep. Zoe Lofgren, contrary to what’s been put out in a

4/24/24, 2:05 PM Silicon Valley congressional candidate tied to fake newspaper - San José Spotlight

https://sanjosespotlight.com/silicon-valley-congressional-candidate-charlene-nijmeh-tied-to-fake-newspaper-misinformation-zoe-lofgren-election-202… 8/13
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publication called The South Bay Chronicle. Screenshot.

Ricchiazzi denies publishing a false endorsement from Alvarado and insisted she

endorsed the campaign in his presence by signing Nijmeh’s campaign petition.

“Blanca is a legend, whom I respect very much, but she is 92 years old and she is

being pressured by Democratic Party operatives to reverse her endorsement,” he told

San José Spotlight.

The paper also touts the endorsement of a Watsonville mayor who left office two

years ago.

Nijmeh acknowledged the publication appears to be Ricchiazzi’s work — whom she

called an “indigenous independent journalist” — but claimed she knew nothing

about it.

“Matthew did ask me if I minded if he followed the campaign and published articles

on his site. I told him as long as you publish the truth, I would not silence anyone’s

voice trying to uplift our people,” Nijmeh told San José Spotlight. “So if he published

an endorsement without anyone’s permission, that will cross the line.”

Nijmeh added that she does not endorse the publication and neither does her

campaign.

“I am very upset about any publication that would print an endorsement by Blanca

Alvarado that she did not offer,” she said. “I consider Blanca to be a friend of my

mother, my tribe and myself and I did have a conversation about my candidacy

during a get together but she never offered an endorsement.”

Alvarado isn’t the only politician being dragged into the fray.

Some of Nijmeh’s campaign materials feature photos of herself with Speaker Emerita

Nancy Pelosi, a close friend and colleague of Logren’s, to insinuate support. Pelosi

shot down the claim in a letter this week.

“We were quite surprised to see that somebody who is running against our colleague

and friend Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren had recently sent a campaign brochure with

our photos, giving the false impression that she may have our support in this race.

That is not true,” Pelosi said in a letter co-signed by House Democratic Leader

Hakeem Jeffries. “Visitors often ask to take pictures with us — and we always try to be

courteous and accommodating. Politics can be a messy sport, but it’s pretty

disgraceful to use our images to try to mislead voters.”

4/24/24, 2:05 PM Silicon Valley congressional candidate tied to fake newspaper - San José Spotlight

https://sanjosespotlight.com/silicon-valley-congressional-candidate-charlene-nijmeh-tied-to-fake-newspaper-misinformation-zoe-lofgren-election-202… 9/13
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Controversial ties

Ricchiazzi has troubling ties to convicted felons and controversial figures like Roger

Stone. He’s also promoted lies about the Jan. 6 insurrection and former President

Donald Trump’s debunked claims of voter fraud after his 2020 election defeat.

Ricchiazzi in 2018 called for Stone to begin whipping votes to become the next

speaker of the House after Paul Ryan’s departure.

Stone and Ricchiazzi both wrote articles for another outlet named Artvoice.

Artvoice owner Frank Parlato, Jr. ran his articles in Ricchiazzi’s publications, and wrote

dozens more lambasting Lofgren on a separate site called Frank Report. Parlato in

2022 was convicted of fraud and taking money from a liquor heir charged in a

criminal conspiracy involving sex trafficking, identity theft and money laundering.

Parlato called Stone a “friend” and solicited donations for his legal fees. His articles

also appear on Stone’s website, The Stone Zone.

Ricchiazzi also operates a Facebook page called Reform New York that’s posted racist

and homophobic content, along with more attacks on Lofgren. He tags Trump and

his children in the posts criticizing Lofgren.

Misinformation about Rep. Zoe Lofgren is circulating

4/24/24, 2:05 PM Silicon Valley congressional candidate tied to fake newspaper - San José Spotlight

https://sanjosespotlight.com/silicon-valley-congressional-candidate-charlene-nijmeh-tied-to-fake-newspaper-misinformation-zoe-lofgren-election-20… 10/13
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from Reform New York. Screenshot.

In San Jose, The South Bay Chronicle is raising red flags for many.

“Has anybody heard of this newspaper?” a resident posted on Reddit. “Someone put

it on all the porches in my neighborhood. It seems super politically slanted and I’m

thinking it’s propaganda.”

The question was met by dozens of responses — people from San Jose to Gilroy —

who said they also received The South Bay Chronicle at their front doors. All

questioned its validity.

The paper also features ads from companies and organizations that appear to have

no ties to the publication. The ads include KSBW, an NBC affiliate in the central coast,

and a collective of wineries and car dealerships in Morgan Hill. It advertises a website

that appears to post anti-Israel ideology.

A spokesperson for the Wineries of Santa Clara Valley Association said the ad in The

South Bay Chronicle appears to be from 2022 and was likely pulled off another

website.

“We never advertised with this paper and don’t support plagiarism or spreading fake

news,” said Stacy Giannini, the association’s director of marketing.

Ricchiazzi did the same thing in San Francisco. He published logos of prominent

companies in the San Francisco Inquirer to imply they’re advertisers. Many of them

told the Chronicle they’d never heard of the outlet.

Disputing claims

Lofgren and her team disputed the paper’s claims — from her record on immigration

to her stance on tech industry regulations.

The veteran congresswoman said sowing confusion about issues like immigrant and

transgender rights plays into “despicable right-wing bigotry.”

“This fake news and disinformation model — used consistently by the Trump-Stone-

Ricchiazzi right-wing ecosystem — and now actively embraced by Charlene for

Congress leads to public skepticism and undermines the integrity of our elections,”

Lofgren said. “To think that using GOP culture war bills, with misleading names and
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dangerous policy consequences, will sway the savvy voters in this district is insulting

and deeply troubling.”

Her colleague in congress, Rep. Anna Eshoo, said Lofgren has a great deal of integrity

and denounced the attacks from Nijmeh.

“I’ve been in elective office for 42 years and I’ve never met anyone as deceitful as this

woman. She constantly misrepresents the truth,” Eshoo told San José Spotlight. “This

woman should be as far away from the Congress as possible.”

The crusade by Nijmeh and Ricchiazzi against Lofgren traces back to a January 2023

meeting with the veteran legislator.

The meeting, which included Eshoo and Bay Area Reps. Ro Khanna, Eric Swalwell and

Jimmy Panetta, focused on the Muwekma’s fight for federal recognition. The tribe’s

request for recognition — which provides access to federal benefits and protections

— was denied by the Bureau of Indian Affairs in 2002.

Lofgren has supported the tribe’s efforts to gain recognition, but opposes granting

them gaming rights. Most federal bills that have recognized tribes include anti-

gambling provisions, the congresswoman’s office said.

Nijmeh said her tribe deserves the same gaming rights granted to others. The South

Bay Chronicle featured a full-page article envisioning what the tribe’s casino could

look like — including replacing the “indefensibly tacky” Fisherman’s Wharf in San

Francisco.

The article, which has no author, claims the tribe has been approached by developers

who propose a 300,000-square-foot casino, 4,000 hotel rooms and condos, and a

public square and amphitheater spanning three blocks.

The tribe won’t cede its gaming rights, Nijmeh said in the article, and would consider

gaming if approached by a city like San Francisco or San Jose.

Lofgren said that’s a nonstarter — especially after the baseless attacks leveled by

Nijmeh, Ricchiazzi and the misinformation they’re spreading through The South Bay

Chronicle.

“It is disrespectful to the voters in California’s 18th congressional district that one of

my opponents has chosen to embrace fake news and disinformation and deceive the

public about endorsements as part of her campaign,” Lofgren said. “It’s disgusting
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that anyone running to represent this district would spend thousands of dollars to

spread transphobic and anti-immigrant propaganda.”

Contact Ramona Giwargis at ramona@sanjosespotlight.com or follow

@RamonaGiwargis on X, formerly known as Twitter. Contact Brandon Pho

at brandon@sanjosespotlight.com or @brandonphooo on X, formerly known as

Twitter.

Editor’s note: Ann Ravel serves on San José Spotlight’s board of directors.
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ZOE LOFGREN THWARTS
TECH REGULATIONS
DESIGNED TO PROTECT KIDS

ENABLED BY

LATINO LEADERS SLAM
HOUSING SHORTAGE AS i " _/'* | | BIG TECH w i l
?ETHNIC CLEANSING? &.\W/ ad | O M S

The South Bay Chronicle
? FEDERAL PRIMARY ELECTIONS: MARCH 5TH

GLOBAL SEX

TRAFFICKING

RAGES,

BALLOTS MAILED: FEBRUARY STH BALLOT BOXES OPEN: FEBRUARY 6TH

PARENTS DEBATE
TRANSGENDERING
TEENS WITHOUT
INFORMED CONSENT

San Benito County businessmen

Peter Hernandez and his sup-
porters have been making noise
ehout Rep Zoe Lolgren?s support
of transitioning minors without
parental consent The fssue has
Filed the Mexican American com
munity, wh ich is more culturally

NIJMEH. PLEDGES 10 DONATE HER SALARY

FROM CONGRESS TO SUPPORT THE UNHOUSED

*

GAMING INTERESTS

HAVE THIER FINGERS
TN INDIAN AFFAIRS

UC BERKELEY LEADER

CALLS ON SENATE TO

AFFIRM MUWEKMA
TRIBE'S STATUS

UC Berkeley's ChancellorC a r o l
- Christ ts calling on Brian Schatz,
the Chairman of the Senate Inci-

an Affairs Committee, to affirm
the Muwe lma Ohlone Tribes

federal status The university ts in
of thousands of burial

remains that belong to the Tribe.

M a r c h 6 t h p r i m a r y .!s p l e d g i n g t o

d o n a t e h e r s a l a r y t r o m C o n g r e s s

t o o r g a n i z a t i o n s t h a t s u p p o r t t h e

u n h o u s e d .

N i m e h Is the C h a i r

w o m a n o f t he M u w e k m aC h l o n e

? T r i b e , a b o r i g i n a lt o t h e B a y A r e a .

L o f g r e n i s o n e o f t h e m o s tp o w e r -

D e m o c r a t .
c u m b e n t R e p Z o e L o f g r e ni n t h e

fullyperchedpolitical bossesi n

?On s o c i a l med ia , N i j m e h

d e s c r i b e di t t h i s way :? I n e v e ra s

p i r e d to r u n f o r Cong ress , b u t in

J a n u a r y of 2 0 2 3 , Rep. Z o e L o f g r e n

d e m a n d e d I s i g n a w a y the r igh ts ,

f reedoms, a n d s o v e r e i g n t y of m y

?Tribe's c h i l d r e n - in e x c h a n g e f o r

h e r a g r e e i n g t o s u p p o r t leg is la

t i o n tha t w o u l d h a v e o s t e n s i b l y

BIG TECH HAS INVESTED HEAVILY

IN LOFGREN'S PROTECTION RACKET

Rep .ZoeLotgrenh a s takan m o r e
contributions from the Biz Tech

g i a n t s t hannearty anyonec l s e wn

Congress. She has represented
Si l icon Valley for nearly3 0 years ,

and I s q u i c k tod o t h e bidd ing o f
the techutans i n Congress.

Under normal circum

slancea, supporting the home
t o w n factoryI n a factory town t s
g o o d p o l i t i c s . Butw i t h a global

sex wafficking epidemic that l s

spi ra l ingo u to f cantrol,thesea r e

D E o r aha t a l l
a Po oe 7 p e r a

? A C T I O N NEWS

n o t n o r m a l n m e s . V o t e r s a r e o u t

r a g e d tha t C o n g r e s s has c h r o n
i c a l l y f a f l e d t o h o l d B i g T e c h a c -

c o u n t a b l e f o r t he m o d e m d a y

g a v e Gncle that i s e n a b l e d w i t h

the i r t e c h n o l o g i e s ,a t s c a l e ,
L o f g r e nt s a k e y c r u x o f

i m p o r t a n c ef o r B i g T e c h S h e t s

b o t h t h e R a n k i n g M e m b e r o f t he

S c i e n c e a n d T e c h n o l o g y C o m m i t .

t e e , w h i l e a l s ob e i n gt h e s e o a n d

m o s t s e n i a r m e m b e r o f t h e J u d i c i

a r y Commi t tee .

Cee N a t altkaid

a f f i r m e d o u r f e d e r a ls t a t u s .A i t h e

u r g i n g o f m y C o u n c i l ,| r e f e c t e d

t h a t e x t o r t i o n a t e d e m a n d ?

? M y P e o p i e - F i r s t p o l i c y

a g e n d a w i l l l o w e r h o u s i n gc o s t s ,
m a k eo u r s t r e e t s s a l e s , a n d p r o -

t e c t o u r c h i l d r e nf r o m t h eh a r m s

o f s o c i a l m e d i a a n d t e c h n o l o g i e s

t h a t h a v eb e e n u s e d t o v i c t i m i z a

t o o m a n y ? N i j m e h w r i t e s . " M y o p -

p o n e n t w i l l h a v e e n o r m o u ss u m s

? SEE THE
. WHOLE

o f money f r o m B i g T e c h - a n d
h e w i l l c o n t i n u et o t h w a r t a n y
attempt to regulate the industry

i n C o n g r e s s .Nowmore thane v e r ,

B i g T e c h n e e d st o b e regu la ted ,
b u t m y opponentrefuses.?

PICTURE ? . . % : ;
PT, C e a ceeatees o e e e
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2 | The South Bay Chronicle

S i n c e s h e has b e e n s e r v i n g as

C h a i r w o m a n o f t h e M u w e k m a

O h l o n e Tr ibe, C h a r l e n e C o n c e p -

c l é n N i j m e h has b e e n f o r g o i n g a

s a l a r y 5 0 t h a t t he T r i b e c o u l d p u t
t h o s e r e s o u r c e s I n t o o t h e r pro-

g z a m s and I n i t i a t i v e s . W h e n she

i s In C o n g r e s s , she w a n t s to con-

t i n u e t h a t t r a d i t i o n . S h e Is p l e d g -

Ing t o d o n a t e t h e $ 1 7 4 , 0 0 0s a l a r y

t h a t m e m b e r s of C o n g r e s s r e c e i v e

t o l o c a l c h a r i t l e s in the 1 8 t h d i s -

t r i c t t h a t s u p p o r t t h e u n h o u s e d .

t e x t i l e r e c y c l i n g bus iness g r e w

i n t o ag l o b a l e n t e r p r i s ew i t h ope r -
a t i o n s a r o u n dt h e w o r l d .

"| don?t want to m a k ea
c a r e e ro f this, | w a n tt o g o there

for t w o orthree termst o ach ievo
specif ic legistative objectives in

t h r e e a reas1 ) a d d r e s s i n gthen a -
tion?s housing shortage and the
affordability crisis; 2) regulating

B igTech to betterp ro tec t c h i d r e n
a n thei n t e r n e ta n d 3 ) reaf f i rm

i n g C a l i f a r n i a ? swrongly unrecog:
nized tribes,? N i j r e h exp la ins .

? I t w o u k l be nice to
pease an u t o n a texti le reoycling.

law. too, but I understand thet
t h e r e a r e o n l y so m a n y hoursi n

t h e day.? she jokes. " T h ePeople?s
House is best served with tresh

Ideas andt h e sp i r i to f t h e t imes,90
i t w o u l d b e u n c o n s c i o n a b l yself ish

t o g e t s t a l e a n d dus ty t he re?s h e
ini .

F o r t h e p e r i o do f t i m e

t h a t s h e i s s e r v i n gi n C o n g r e s s ,

a Ne

N i j m e h w i l l v o l u n t a r i l y c o m m i t

t o no t o w n i n g a n y p u b l i c l y t rad-

e d s tocks . N i j m e h bel ieves tha t

t he i n s i d e r t r a d i n g e p i d e m i a o n

Cap i to l H i l l i s b a d t y d a m a g i n g to
the nation?s d e m o c r a c y , a n d in or -

d e r f o r h e r to a d d r e s s i t c r e d i b l y

N i j m e h feels as t h o u g h she m u s t
h o l d h e r s e l f to t h e h i g h e s t e t h i c a l

s t a n d a r d s .

?I challenge Rep. Lofgren
to make those same commitments:
donate your salary to charity and
stop trading stocks while in Con-

gress.? she posits.
Nijmeh has refused all

corporate PAC money. Lofgren,
on the other hand, is unabashedly

r o l l i n g i n t ~ * ~

?Twil l h o l d m y s e l f to

the h ighes t e th ica l
s t a n d a r d s . I w i l l

n o t o w n a n y s tocks

w h i l e I se rve i n

Congress.?

Po l i t i ca l o b s e r v e r s d o

no t e x p e c t L o f g r e n t o m e e t t h a t

e a m e e th i cs c o m m i t m e n t , a n d ts

e x p e c t e d t o c o n t i n u e to r e c e i v e

n e a r l y t w o - t h i r d s of h e r c a m p a i g n

c o n t r i b u t i o n s t r o m spec ia l inter-

est PACs a n d c o r p o r a t e c a m p a i g n

f i n a n c e v e h i c i e s .

~ f

: :
cu ntcene 5 OUR Wore ti

OS. ?pas

FEBRUARY 2024

Charlene
Nijmeh
CR COMERESS

chart
for ssn

Charlene Concepcién Nijmeh is rejecting corporate

PAC money, and she promises not to hold, buy, or

trade public stocks while she is serving in Congress.
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NIJMEH WANTS LOFGREN

TO ANSWER FOR FAILURES

ON HOUSING POLICY,

AFFORDABILITY CRISIS
Char lene Concepcién Ni jmeh is p ropos ing legislation
that w o u l d bu i ld mi l l ions o f n e w homes a n d wou ld
ereate a decades-long construct ion boom.

D e s p i t e C a l i f o r n i a ' s a d v a n c e d

e c o n o m y a n d robus t tech i n d u s -

t ry, h o u s i n g cos ts h e r e a r e c rush -
i n g w o r l a n g famu les . E y r e g i o u s l y

h i g h rents a r e p u s h i n g l o n g - t i m e

p o p u l a t i o n d e m o g r a p h i c s - l i ke

S a n Jose?s i n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e a n d
its h i s t o r i c M e x i c a / n c o m m u n i t y -

ou t of t he r e g i o n o r o u t o ft h e S t a t e

a l t oge the r .
I n 2 0 2 2 , C a b l o r n i a

r a n k e d f i rs t in h o u s i n g s h o r t a g e s

in the U n i t e d States, a c c o r d i n g t o

& r e p o r t f r o m U pf o r G r o w t h .A x

c a r d i n g t o the c o n s u l t i n g c o m p a -

n y M c K i n s e y , t h e s h o r t a g e of t w o
m i l l i o n h o m e s [s fo recas t to i n -

c r e a s et o 3 5 m i l l i o n b y 2 0 2 6 ,
. C a l i f o r n i a r a n k s 4 8 t h ou t

o f 6 0 s ta tes i n h o u s i n g a f f o r d a b i l

ity. W i t h a p o p u l a t i o n of o v e r 4 0

m i l l i o n , b a r e l y s e v e n m i l l i o n res i -

"The o n l y w a y to

b r i n g p r i c e s d o w n

i n a sus ta ined w a y

is t o d r a s t i c a l l y

i nc rease supply .?

d e n t so w n t h e i r o w n homes. Ac-
c a r d i n gt o t h e r e a l estate agency

RubyHome, In 2023, more than
306 mil l ion California residents,
cocupled 13.6 million housing

u n i t s ,That makeet h e State's haus-

i n g s t o c kt h e most overcrowded
I n the UnitedStates.

O n e o f t h e main reasons
f o r th is s i t u a t i o ni s the shortageo f

a f f o r d a b l ehousingf o r mickdle-{n-

c a m e a n d lower - incomep o p u l a -
donswhocannotafford to buy r e a l

Te o t A E R a did e r r s te n n n
Le Weeksonc h a r i c e a a c i b a aute albert dca

A sed hanna
e a .

estate. Y o u n g p e o p l e w h o a r e just

s t a r t i n g t h e i r p e r s o n a l l i ves also

f ind t h e m s e l v e s in d i f f i o u l t si tua-

t i ons For t h e m , r e n t i n g a h o m e in

C a l i f o r m a is a n e x t r e m e l y h e a v y

f i n a n c i a l b u r d e n a n d b u y i n g rea l

esta te is p r a c n c a l l y inaposs ib le .
A t t h e s a m e t ime, a c

c o r d i n g t o the C a l i f o r m a D e p a r t

m e n t of H o u s i n g a n d C o m m u n i t y

D e v e l o p m e n t , m o r e t h a n L 2 mul-

l i o n h o u s i n g un i t s w e r e v a c a n t i n

C a l i f o r n i a i n 2 0 2 2 O n e r e a s o n f o r

s u c h d i s p a r i t y w a s the C O V I D - i 9

p a n d e m i o , w h i c h l e d to a s ign i f i -
c a n t e x o d u s of r e s i d e n t s f r o m cit-

i e s t o r u r a l areas.
M e a n w h i l e , C a t i f o r n i a ts

a l e a c e r a m o n g s t a t e si n t h e n u m
b e r o f h a m e l e s s p e o p l e .

As of the summer of

2023, according to CNN, Callifor-

nia is home to 170,000 homeless
individuals-just under a third of
the total nationwide, From 2018

t o 2022,t h e s ta te spent ar eco rd

$176 bil l ion to ?combat? homeiess-
ness, During this t ime the number
of homeless individuals increased.
The COVID-18 pandemic and
the ohain of economic and social

problems it caused exacerbated
the ortsis.

Funding for homelass-
ness prevention through 2024
amounts to $206 billion, and the

spending programs are unlikely
to help break the situation In the
foreseeable future.

The Muwekma Ohlone

Tribe's Chairwoman, Chariene
Concepolén Nijmeh, has outlined
a Housing Supply and Afforciabili-

l y Act of 2026, which she plans to
introduce on the floor of Congress
upon her election to the House of

i )

aed

Represen ta t i ves .

" E v e n o u r most s e n i o r

m e m b e r s of C o n g r e s s igno re the

h o u s i n g crisis. T h e y h a v e n o strat

egy t o so l ve th is p r o b l e m T h e y
d o n ' t e v e n h a v e the c o u r a g e to

a c k n o w l e d g e it? N i j m e h s a i d

? A m e r i c a i s m o v i n g b a c k w a r d s in.

t e r m s of t he t y p e s of h o m e s that

o u r n e x t g e n e r a t i o n w i l l b e a b l e t o

a f fo rd?

S i l i c o n V a l l e y 1s t h e ep-

l een t re f o r t e c h n o l o g y d e v e l o p -

M e n t a n d i n n o v a t i o n in the U n i t e d

States. I t is h o m e to c o m p a m e s

l i ke A p p l e , Cisco, Facebook , A d o -

ba, a n d a s l e w of o t h e r tech g ian ts .

?Throughout h e r c a r e e r , Rep. Lof-

g r e n has r e p e a t e d l y l o b b i e d f o r
t h e i r i n te res t s a n d has r e c e i v e d

s u b s t a n t i a l d o n a t i o n s i n t u r n .

This relationship has
not benefited long-time residents,
who suffer from the gentrification
of the region, which is largely driv-

en by the tech industry.
N i j m e h n o t e s tha t resi-

d a n t s of d e t o r i o r a u n g c o m m u n i -

t i e s , such a s t n San J o s e ,a r e f o r c e d

t o m o v e i n s e a r c h o f h o u s i n g a n d
@b e t t e r l i f e o u t s i d e the cit ies. T h i s

ie e v i d e n c e o f g e n t r i f i c a t i o n a n d

el i t ism, w i t h i n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e s

a n d t h e u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d b e c o m -

i n g v i c t i m s u n d e r the p r e s s u r e o f

c o r p o r a t i o n s .
. ? f m g o i n g to f i g h t f o r t he

y o u n g p e o p l e w h o feet l i ke h o m e

o w n e r s h i p w i l l n e v e r b e a t ta lna -

hie, Toge ther , w e ' r e g o i n g lo b r i n g

b a c k the A m e r i o a n Dream.? N I -

j m e h e x p l a i n s . ?Wa n e e d to d r a s t i -

c a l l y I n c r e a s e h o u s i n g s u p p l y ?

UPZONING URBAN AREAS

WOULD BE REWARDED WITH

MONEY FOR AFFORDABLE

HOUSING, INSTRASTRUCTURE

First , N i l m e h w a n t to e n c o u r a g e

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s to u p - z o n e u r b a n
areas) H o r p l i n w o u l d r e w a r d

c o m m u n i t i e s ,t h a t a r e w i l l i n g to ao-

c o m m o d a t e n e w h i g h d e n s i t y af

f o r d a b l e h o u s i n g w i t h ? In f ras t ruc

t u r e B l o c k Grants? tha t w o u l d f u n d

t r a n s i t a n d s e w e r i m p r o v e m e n t s
+ un a d d i t i o n to f i n a n c i n g f o r n e w

b e l o w - m a r k e t r e n t a l uni ts.

? In the B a y A r e a , m a n y

mounic tpal iues w i l l b e n e f i t t r o m

these g r a n t s f o r I n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,

C i t i e s l i k e S a n F ranc i sco , O a k l a n d ,

Berke ley , S a n Jose, a n d S a c r a m e n -
t o c o u l d r e c e i v e b i l l i o n s in f e d e r a l

f u n d i n g - along w i t h m o d e r n , f u n o -

i o n a l , p o s s i b l y e x t e n s i v e publica

t r a n s p o r t a u o n systems. W e n e e d
t o bu i l d , bu f ld , b u i l d m o r e h o m e s

s o tha t e v o r y r e s i d e n t has h o u s i n g

t h e y can afford,? N i j m e h e x p l a i n s .

S e o o n d , Nymeh?s p l a n

w o u l d c rea te a fede ra l A f f o r d a b l e

H o u s i n g Tax C r e d i t . T h a t c r e d i t
w o u l d i n c e n b v i z e p r i v a t e s e c t o r

i nves tmen t in a f f o r d a b l e h o u s i n g

b y o f f e r i n g m a t c h i n g f e d e r a l do l -
l a r s f o r t he c o n s t r u c t o n of r e n t a l

un i t s tha t are o f f e r e d d e e p l y b e

l o w m a r k e t p r i ces . T h a t fede ra l

i n v e s t m e n t c o u l d a m o u n t t o a s

m u c h as $1 t r i l o n a n d w o u l d f -

n a n c e 6 6 m i l i o n n e w h o m e s

T h i r d , Nijmeh?s p l a n

w o u l d acce le ra te f i n a n c i n g too l s

f o r s u p p o r u v e h o u s i n g m a n a g e d

b y n o n - p r o f i t s e r v i c e p r o v i d e r s , t o

a d d r e s s t h e s e g m e n t of t he p o p u -

l a t i on tha t ts c h r o n i c a l l y u n h o u s e d

as a resu l t of m e n t a l h e a l t h d i s o r -

d e r s o r d r u g a d d i c t i o n s

Four th , Nijmeh?s legis:

l a t o n w o u l d m a k e s o m e f e d e r a l

l a n d s a v a i l a b l e n e a r sma l l c i t ies

i n r u r a l a r e a s to e n a b l e the ?tiny

house? t r e n d tha t h a s b e e n g r o w .

i n g in p o p u l a n t y M a k i n g p lo t s

a v a i l a b l e f o r n e w m a n u f a c t u r e d ,

modu la r . o r m o b i l e h o u s i n g w i l l

a l l ev ia te d e m a n d p r e s s u r e s i n

r u r a l c o m m u n i t i e s that a r e a l s o

fac ing s u p p l y c o n s t r a i n t s In Cal
f o r m a , t u s w o u l d create b a d l y

n e e d e d h o u s i n g o p p o r t u n i t i e s
f o r f a r m w o r k e r s a n d t r a n s i t i o n a l

h o u s i n g f o r f o r m e r l y i n c a r c e r a t e d

i n d i v i d u a l s .

A t t h e s a m e t ime, Rep.

Z o e L o f g r e n i s i m p l e m e n t i n g a n

O p p o s i n g po l i c y . I n 2 0 1 8 , s h e vo t -

e d a g a i n s t t r a n s f e r r i n g f e d e r a l i n -

f r a s t r u c t u r e to the c o n t r o l o f s ta te

a n d l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t s , w h i c h

c o u l d h a v e a d d r e s s e d h o u s i n g

sho r tages , e s p e c i a l l y l n r u r a l c a m -
mun i t i es . I f u n u s e d f e d e r a l b u l l d -

i n g s a n d f e d e r a l l a n d s c o u l d b e

u s e d b y local a u t h o r i t i e s , i t w o u l d

goa l o n g w a y to e m p o w e r i n g l o c a l

g o v e r n m e n t s to c o n s t r u c t n e e d e d

h o u s i n g un i t s .

T h e h o u s i n g s h o r t a g e

is w o r s e n i n g a c r o s s the U n i t e d

Rep. Zoe Lofgren ha: 5 been effective at thwarting legislative offorts to regulate the

S m t e a A f o o r d i n g to Raute Fi f ty

t h e r e are 8 , 0 0 0 v a c u n t fede ra l

b u u d i n g s (schools , n u r s i n g h o m n a ,

m i l i t a r y i ns ta l l a t i ons , s to . ) in t ha

U n i t e d States tha t c o u l d b e u s e d

f o r r e s o t t h n g tho h o m e l o s s o r f o r

o t h e r s o c i a l needa.

A c c o r d i n g t o T h a Loe

A n g e l e s T imes , t ha f e d e r a l g o v e r n :
m e n t has 7 7 . 0 0 0 v a c a n t b u l l d i n g s

o n i t s b a l a n c e sheet , w i t h a n a n n u -

a l b u d g e t of $1.7 b i l l i o n s p e n t o n
t h e i r m a i n t e n a n c e . F o r decacies,

t he g o v e r n m e n t has b e e n u n a b l e

t o so l ve t h i s p r o b l e m d u e to e x

cess ive b u r e a u c r a t i c c o m p l e x i d e s

M a n y a g e n c i e s d o no t k n o w w h i c h

Teal esta te b e l o n g s to t h e m a n d

w h a t to d o w i t h I t

A s of A u g u s t 2 0 2 3 , t h e r e

w e r e 6 7 7 . 0 0 0 hormelesa p e o p l e i n

the USA. T h e n u m b e r o f h o m e l e s s

has i n c r e a s e d b y 11% o v e r the last

y e a r . A c o o r d i n g t o T h e W a l l S t ree t

Jou rna l , t h i s ts a c o n s e q u e n c e of

r i s i n g r e n t a l p r i c e s a n d the ocessa-

t i o n o f p a n d e m i c subs id i es ,

A p o t e n t i a l s o l u t i o n t o

the p r o b l e m c o u l d h a v e b e e n a

b i l t r a n s f e r r i n g fede ra l rea l esta te

to s ta te a n d l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t s ,

a g a i n s t w h i c h Z o e L o f g r e n v o t e d
in 2018.

C o m p l e a t i n g m a t t e r s .
t he U n i t e d States i s c u r r e n t l y f a c

i n g a n o t h e r w a v e o f m i g r a n t i n f l u x .
A c c o r d i n g to Vo loe o f A m e r i c a ,

in 2 0 2 2 , o v a r a m i l l i o n m i g r a n t s

a r r i v e d i n the c o u n t r y , w h i c h i s

168% m o r e t h a n i n 2 0 2 1 CBS

N e w s r e p o r t s that, f o r e x a m p l e , i n
N e w York in 2 0 2 3 , h o t e l s a c c o m :

m o d a t e d 6 0 , 0 0 0 m i g r a n t s a n d
o v e r 6 0 , 0 0 0 . h o m e l e s s i n d i v i d u -

als. I n C h i c a g o 7 0 0 0 m i g r a n t s
w e r e h o u s e d i n p o l t e s s t a t i o n s a n d

p a r k s

A d d i n g t o Lofgren?s

w e a k n e s s o n the h o u s i n g issue a r e

t w o v o t e s t h a t w i l l b e h a r d f o r h e r

to e x p l a i n to t h o s e v o t e r s w h o are

t e e t e r i n g o n t h e b r i n k of homek:
ness, In b o t h 2 0 1 5 a n d 2017, Lof.

g r e n v o t e d a g u i n s t t he P r e s e r v i n g

Accass to M a n u f a c t u r e d H o u s i n g

A c t . w h i c h w o u l d h a v e m a d e tt

e a s i e r f o r p e o p l e t o f i n a n c e a n d

p u r c h a s e p r e f a b r i c a t e d h o u s i n g

un i t s .

in 2018, Lolgren voted
against the THRIVE Aot, the Tran-
sitonal Housing for Recovery in
Viable Environments Demonstra-

tion Program Act. That law would
have authorized the use of Section

8 housing vouchers to provide

temporary housing to individuals
r e c o v e r i n gf romop io i d addicuons.

Those b i l l s w e r e i n i r o -

d u c e d b y R e p u b l i c a n s , a n d Lof -

g r e n Is a f e v e r - p i t c h e d p a r t i s a n

w h o r e g u l a r l y re fuses to co l l abo -

r a t e a c r o s sp a r t y l i n e s .

tech Industry, even In light of the negative Impacts of socla! media en the mental

health of children, and the rote that technology plays In enabling the sex taMicking

epidemic. The explosive growth of Sillcen Valley's tech industry Is responsible for Sen

Jose's ongelng gentrification ? which threatens te push the alsteric Maxican America

Camumunity o u toft he city.

MUR825400030
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PRIIMEN IS PROPOSING A?

PSERIES OF PROTECTIVE .

*MEASURERS:

?LIMIT ACCESS TO

\ PORNOGRAPHY

?The legistation would require
+ that online pornography |s en-
© r e l y paywatted, so tha t minors

d o n ' t h a v e i m m e d i a t e a n d f ree
~ a c c e s s t o l . C h a r l e n e N i j m e f ia p l e d g i n g t o

d i s r u p t t h e l o n g s t a n d i n gp r a c t i c e

of S i l i c o n V a l l e y ' s B i g T e c h cor -

p o r a t i o n s p r o f i t i n g f r o m harmful

t e c h n o l o g y p r o d u c t s t h a t are m a r

k e t e d t o ch i l d ren . A d v e r t i s e r s are

w i l l i n g t o pay b i g d o l l a r s t o c o m -
m u n i c a t e h y p e r - c o m m o r c i a l a n d

. A t e d a r a lb a n o n f r e e l y a v a l l a -

f o r o t h e r payment information
€ that wi l l oct os an age verifion-

* t i on measure. -
addit ion to shlekd-ee i n often sexually complicated mea-

$ ing minors from harmful con- | sages to the developing brains of

l e n t , supporters of the pol lay ehliidren

Seayt h a t i t w i l lbenef i t adu l t
} per fo rmers in the adul t film
indust ry . T h e a b s a n c eo f f r e e

?tonlinepornographyw i l l d r i ve

O v e r t h e last decade, as theee
social media technologies have

p r o l i f e r a t e d ,rateso f bu l l y ing ,de -
_ c o n s u m e r s t o p r i v a t ewubsocr ip - p r e s s i o n , a n d y o u t hs u i c i d e h a v e

? . don w e b s i t e s ,w h i c h w o u l d b e s k y r o c k e t e d .

* t i e l y togenerate a Largein f l ux A s amothero f f i v e , N i

?ol subscription revenue. fmeh has made combating the
, Those new revenues

siWwoukd enable adult enter ta in
. e r e to unionize and demand
®-worktoroe Investments.
r

e d

«PARENTAL

?CONSENT TO USE

?SOCIAL MEDIA

:PRODUCTS~
?the Jegisiation would require?

m i n o rt o obtaln parental con-

d a n g e r s of t he i n t e r n e t ac e n t r a l

focus o f h e r c a m p a i g n . A m o n g

o t h e r t h i n g s , s h e has p l e d g e d to

i n t r o d u c e leg is la t ion tha t w o u l d

r e q u i r e a l l p o r n o g r a p h y o n the in-

t e r n e t t o b a p a y - w a l l o d , s o tha t It ts

no t r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e to m i n o r s To
access it, one w o u l d b e r e q u i r e d

t o p r o v i d e a c r e d i t c a r d .
Nijmeh also pledges to

hold Big Tech accountable for its
role In enabling global sex traffiak-

ing.
? W h e n | a m e l e c t e d to

C o n g r e s s , B ig T e c h w i l b e h e l d

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t he d a m a g et h e y

h a v e d o n e to o u r youth,? d e c l a r e d

ceentto download appetosmart | Nijmeh.?Wea r e going to hold B ig

phones tha te n a b l e . communt Tech accountable the same way

cat ionw i t h adul ts. « that a previous generation held
en Big Tobacco accountable to pro-

tect ou r children?
To achieve this, Nimeh

2 Ni jmeh wants \o empower
pperentst o b e t t e r c o n t r o la n d
m o n i t o rt h e i r child's soc ia lm e -
?diau s a g e . A n y software t h a t
?wouldenablea n a d u l t $0com-
s o u n i c o t ew i t h a m i n o r w o u l d

r e q u i r e parental consent.

a

?BAN MARKETING

?TO CHILDREN

i : The legislation would ban tech
+ eompantes from directly mar-
t ihet ing new products to c h i t
?dren. Product I n t e n d e df o r

righlidren would coquire federal:

@approval from @ new consumer
? p r o t e c t i o n agency , s i m i l a r t o
t t h e wey tha t pharmacestical
- c o m p a n i e s e r e r e q u i r e d t o s e

cure FDA approval before mar-

? h a t i n g m e d i c a l d rugs .

n ?

+ Nifmeh warts to.stop Big Tech *

oompanice from exper iment
. I ng o n c h i l d r e n w i t h u n t e s t e d

sconeartpoualyoem?

f i lme. S h e wants federal regu-

{ j a t o r s t o evaluate the h a r m s o l
yihese products on young d e ;
?veloping bra ins ~part icu lar ly :

?stheiraddic t tvapropert ies - bo -

{4pre they o a n b e marke ted [0

~ o h i d r e n . Ghel i k e n s approach
?o the previous generation?s

phahdl ing of Big Tobacco's ex-
{ploltationo l . chikiren. ?

so that your

can make a

?You can have all
of the seniority
in the world,
if you?re going to
sell our children
down the river

campaign donors
buck,

then what is that
seniority really
worth to us?

1s d r o f l i n g leg is ia t ion tha t w o u l d

r e q u i r e socia l m e d i a p r o d u c t s

a n d s e r v i c e s to seek a p p r o v e !

f r o m the FDA o r a n o t h e r c o n s u m -

e r p r o t e c t i o n a g e n c y tha t w i l l b o

t a s k e d w i t h e v a l u a t i n g the p o t e n

t i a l h a r m s , p s y c h o l o g i c a l impac ts ,

a r i d a d d i c t i v e b e h a v i o u r s tha t are

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the t e c h n o l o g y

W h e t h e r t h r o u g h m o d -

e r n i z i n g a n d e x p a n d i n g the ro le

of the FDA, o r s e t l i n g u p a n o t h e r

g o n s u m e r p r o t e c t i o n a g e n c y to

d e a l s p e c i t i c a l l y w i t h t e c h n o l o g y
+ p r o d u c t s , N i j m e h a l m s to s a f e

guard the social and psycholog:
foal wel lbe ing of minors Her
a p p r o a c h p a r a l l e l s t h e na t i ona l

c a m p a i g n a g a i n s t tobacco ,w h e r e

?_?__

" T h e i n t e r n e t i s a

v e r y d a n g e r o u s

p l a c e f o r o u r

c h i l d r e n , b u t i t

d o e s n ' t h a v e to be.

? ? ? ?

cigarette. manufacturers once
h e a v i l y t a r g e t e d y o u t h i n t h e i r

r a a r k e t i n g a n d adver t i s ing .
S im i l a r l y . N i j m e h w o u l d

ban c o m p a n i e s f r o m a d v e r t i s i n g

o r m a r k e t i n g s o c i a l m e d i a p r o d -

uote d i r e c t l y to m ino rs , S o m e

d r a f t s o f N i jmeh 's l e g i s l a t i o n w o u l d

but

require parental consent for mi-

nors to download applications to

smartphones o r to subscribe to

software products that would en-
- able them to communicate with

adu l l s .
N i j m e h a l s o i n t e n d s t o

ho ld Big T e c h a c c o u n t a b l e f o r a c
c o m m o d a t i n g t r a n s a c t i o n s tha t

e n a b l e h u m a n t r a f f i c k i n g S h e

p l a n s to l e v e r a g e a r t i f i c i a l in te l l i -

g e n o s t o i d e n t i f y i n t e r n e t c o n t e n t
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h h u m a n t ro i f iok ing .

?The i n t e r n e t is a v e r y

d a n g e r o u s p l a c e f o r o u rc h i l d r e n ,

b u t it d o e s n ' t h a v e t o b e . ?Woe j u s t
n e e d a C o n g r e s s w o m a n w h o i s

w i l l i n g t o re fuse Big Tech 's c a r p o -

r a t e c a m p a i g n c o n t r i b u u o n s 80

tha t w e c a n d o t h e w o r k of reg-

u l a t i n g the i n d u s t r y i m p a r t i a l l y ,

w i t h the in terests of t h e A m e r i c a n

p e o p l e f i rs t a n d foremost,? s h e ex-

I n 2011, L o f g r e n r e f u s e d

to vo te f o r t he P r o t e c t i n g C h i l d r e n

f r o m I n t e r n e t P o r n o g r a p h e r s Act ,

d e s p i t e b e i n g o n the f l oo r o f t he

H o u s e of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s d u r i n g

the vo te . Even N a n c y Pelos i vot-
e d i n favor o f t he law, b u t L o f g r e n

c o u l d n ' t b r i n g herse l f to v o t e f o r i t

In 2017, the Allow States

and Victims to Fight Online Sax
Trafficking Act was enacted, but
Lofgren refused to vote in favor of
it. This law amends the Commu-

- poations Act of 1934 and enables

t he p r o s e c u t i o n of w e b s i l e O w n e r s
w h o pos t e x p l i c i t o r c o v e r t adver -

t i s e m e n t s f o r p r o s t i t u t i o n , s e x u a l

s e r v i c e s , a n d c h i l d e x p l o i t a t i o n .
«
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NIJMEH PLEDGES T0
PROTECT CHILDREN ONLINE,
SLAMS LOFGREN?S RECORD ON BIG TECH

V i o l a t o r s can face s i g n i f i c a n t f i n e

or u p t o 2 6 y e a r si n p r i s o n .
T h a n k s i n par t to t h i

law, t he I n d i v i d u a l s b e h i n d th:

B a c k p a g e w e b s i t e , w h i c h hac

b e e n h o s u n g o v e r t a n d v e i l o r

a d v e r t i s e m e n t s f o r s e x u a l sot

v i c e s f o r y o a r s , w e r e b r o u g h t v

justice. A Senate r e p o r t r e v e a l e :

t ha t i n 2011, 83%o f t h e s i t e s r e v

e n u e c a m e f r o m a d v e r t a i n

w i t h 7 0 t o 8 0 % o f t h o s e a d s be in

ve i l ed p r o s t i t u t i o n pos t i ngs . Th
webs i te ' s a d m i n i s t r a t o r s s i m p l

r e m o v e d k e y w o r d s a n d p h r a s e

I n d i c a t i n gt h e n a t u r e o f t hes e r v i :

e a T h e Sana te r e p o r t e v e n l i s te

w o r d s s u c h as ?Lolita? a n d ?li t t

g i r l? tha t c o n f i r m e d t h e p r o m o t i c

of s e x w i t h m i n o r a .

I n the pas t , w e b s i t e a c t
l i e s w e r e r e g u l a t e d s o l e l y b y t

o u t d a t e d C o m m u n i c a t i o n s D e o s

e y Act . w h i c h w a s e s t a b l i s h e d

1 9 9 6 a n d s h i e l i e d w e b s i t e o w

e r s [ r a m l a b i l i t y f o r u s e r g e n e n
e d c o n t e n t . I n 2017, Cong ress , k

l o w i n g e x t e n s i v e ceba tes , q@rante

t he F e d e r a l C o m m u n i c a t i o

C o m m i s s i o n ( F C C ) the a u t h o r }

t o p r o t e c t t he c o n f i d e n t i a l d a t e

i n t e r n e t users . T h e s e r e g u l a d o

g s t a b l l s h c o n s i s t e n t o v e r s i g h t

b o w i n t e r n e t s e r v i c e p r o v i d e

h a n d l e p e r s o n a ld a t a , c o n s i d e r t

f t e q u i v a l e n t t o m e d i c a l o r soo

s e c u r i t y i n f o r m a t i o n . L o f g r o n v
?ed in favor o f leg is la t ion t o r e v e l

t ha t ru le .

MUR825400031
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LATINO VOTERS FIND COMMON CAUSE IN
CHARLENE CONCEPCION NIJMEH?S CAMPAIGN
S a n Jose ' s N a t o r i c M e x i c a n A m e r i c a n p o p u l a t i o n ~ w h i c h p r e d a t e s t h e

S ta te o f Ca l i f o rn i a ? t s A n d i n g c o m m o n c a u s e w i t h the u p s t a r t cong res -

a l o n a l c a n d i d a t e who i s t a k i n g o n o n e o f W a s h i n g t o n ' s o l d e s t p o l i t i c a l

bosses . C h a r l e n e N i j m e h has b e e n d e m a n d i n g t h a t 3 0 - y e a r i n c u m b e n t

Rep. Z o e L o f g r e n a n s w e r s f o r h e r l o n g s t a n d i n g f a l l u r e s o n h o u s i n g a f -

f o r d a b l i l t ya n d h o m e l e s s n e s s .

S a n t a C l a r a C o u n t y h a s

o n e o f t h e h i g h e s t h o m e l e s s n e s s :

P o p u i a t i o n s in the n a t i o n I r s a l e o

?one of t he least a f l o r d a b i e housing,

m a r k e t s ,w i t ha s t u n n i n g h o u s i n g

s h o r t a g et h a i i s t h e r e s u l t o f e x :

o l u s i a n a r y z o n i n g p o l i c i e s tha t

p r e v e n t t h e m a r k e t f r o m b r i n g i n g

n e w h o u s i n gs u p p l y i n t o t h e m a r -

lest,l a r g e l y b y p r i o r i t i z i n gt h e i n -

t e r e s t s o f s i n g i e - f a m l i y h o m e a w n -
e r s o v e r t h e I n t e r e s t so f r e n t e r s

a n d y o u n g p e o p l e i n m u n i c i p a l
z o n i n g l a w s .

T h e h o u s i n g s h o r t a g e

s e n d sp r i c e s a k y r o c h e t i n g ,f o r c i n g

s i g n i f i c a n tf a c t i o n s o f t h e c o m m u -

n i t y i n t o h o m e l e s s n e s so r o u t o f

t h e r e g i o n a l t oge the r .

?Gentrification is an

existential threat to my peo-
ple. T h e B a yA r e a {3our Tr ibe 's
10,000-year-old homeland, and

o u r young peop lec a n ' t a f fa rdt o

s tayhare,?Nijmehe x p l a i n so n 9 0 -
c i a l med ia .?What 'shappeningt o

m y c o m m u n i t yi s a lso happening
©t h e L a t i n o communi ty ?Tob e

f r a n k , i ts a l s o h a p p e n i n gt o t h e
V i e m a m e s ea n d F i l i p ino commu-

n i d e sa s wei l?

Cr i t i e s s a y t h a t
Lofgren?sf a i l u r e s

h a v e b a d l y

d a m a g e d b o t h
c o m m u n i t i e s .

l a r c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f e c o n o m i c

m a r g i n a l i z a t i o n . N o t w o e t h n i c

g r o u p s a r e m o r e c l o s e l ya l i g n e d

in t h e i r s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l circusmn-

s t a n c e B o t h p o p u l a t i o n s s u f f e r

f r o m b e i n g t a r g e t e d b y l a w en-

f o r c e m e n ti n a p a n e r n of sqruc tur -

a l h e t t o l z e ? r a c i s m .

Bo th p o p u l a t i o n s s t r u g -

@ e w i t h h o u s i n g a f f o r d a b i l i t y a n d

a r e a t r i s ko f b e i n g g e n t r i f i a do u t o f

t h e c i t y b y t h e g r o w t h o f t h e t e c h

i n d u s t r y . B o t h c o m m u n i t i e s a r e

v e r y u n d e r - r e p r e s e n t e d a m o n g

the tech i n d u s t r y ' s l a b o r torce,

o r e a t i n g a n e n o r m o u s d i s a l i g n -

m e n t o f in terests b e t w e e n the

g r o w t h of t he t e c h i n d u s t r y a n d

t h e w e l l - b e i n go f t h e L a t i n o a n d

O h l o n e c o m m u n i t i e s .

P r e v e n t i n g the ?eth
n i c cleansing? of t h e M u w e k m a

O h l o n e a n d M e x i c a n A m e r i c a n

c o m m u n i t i e s f r o m S a n Jose w i l l

T e q u i r e t h e samep o l i c ys o l u t i o n s ,

c r e a t i n ga p r o f o u n d a l i g n m e n t o f

p o l i d o a l in terests , l i ke e n s u r i n g

tha ! l o c a l l a w e n f o r c e m e n t adop ts

a n t i - r a c i s t p o l i c i e s . M a n y L a t i n o

a n d M u w e k m a O h l o n e r e s i d e n t s

a r e o f t e n t r e a t e d w i t h d i s r e s p e c t

a n d suf fer i n d i g n i t i e s in t h e i r

o w n n e i g h b o r h o o d s . L e a d e r s i n

b o t h c o m m u n i t i e sh a v e l o n g c o m -

p l a i n e do f t h e e g r e g i o u s r a t e so f

t he i n c a r c e r a t i a n of L a t i n o a n d

M u w e k m a m e n

? E n s u r i n g tha t t he re -

g i o n h a s a n a m p l e s u p p l yo f n e w

e f f o r d a b l eh o u s i n g u n i t s w i l l h e l p

p r e v e n t t h e d i s p l a c e m e n to f m a r

g m a l i z e d p o p u l a t i o n s f r o m S a n

Jose. W e m u s t d e m a n dt h a t t h e

B a y A r e a t e c h g i a n t sc r e a t e l o c a l

w o r l d o r e s t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m s t h a t

c r e a t e p a t h w a y s to j o b o p p o r

tun i t i es i n the tech i n d u s t r y f o r

l o c a l res iden ts . S o c i a l m o b i l i t y

a n de c o n o m i c i n t e g r a t i o n s h o u l d

b e i m p o r t a n t r e g i o n a l p r i o r i t i e s .

?We j u s t n e e d l e a d e r s h i p , ?N i j m e h

w r o t e i n a message t o s u p p o r t a r s

o n s o o t a l m e d i a .

is l i t t lemore thanan a r t f u ld is t rac-

t ion d e s i g n e dt o placatet h e mase-

es,crit ics argue.
C r i t i c ss a y t h a t Lofgren's

plant o m a k e hous inga f fo rdab ie
i s n o n - e x i s t e n ta n d t h a t s h e p u t s

her husband's financial interests

aheado f t h e po l i cyp r i o r i t i e st h a t

t o n e realestatelawand is paidby
mary of the region's biggest real

Uwe wa P A C T T e

Blanca Alvarado backs Nijmeh
Legendary soclal justice leader endorses Charlene for Congress

B l a n c a A lva rado , born 1 9 3 1 , Is

a s o c i a l Jus t i ce a c t i v i s t a n d fo r -

m e r po l t t i c ian . S h e w a s the f i r s t

L a t i n a o l e c t e d t o the S a n Jose

Cl ty CouncH and the S a n t a Clara

Coun t y B o a r d o f Supe rv i so r s , a n d
?was t he f i r e t L a t i n a t o s e r v e as t h e
boa rd ' s c h a i r p e r s o n . The d a u g h -

t e r o f a c o a l m i n e r w h o w:

t i v e [In u n l o n o rgan i z i ng , she w a s

b o r n in the C o l o r a d o m i n i n g t o w n

o f C o k e d a l e . A f t e r t he mine 's clo-

sure, t he f a m i l y m o v e d t o t h e S a n -

t a Clara V a l l e y In Ca l i f o rn i a , whe re

she g r a d u a t e d f r a m S a n Jose H igh

Schoo l .

S h e h o s t e d h e r o w n ra-

d i o p r o g r a m on KLOK rad io a n d

w o r k e d w i t h C e s a r Chavez t o es -

t a b l i s h t h e C o m m u n i t y S e r v i c e s

O r g a n i z a t i o n , t h e Ch icano E m

p l o y m e n t Commit tees, a n d t h e

O p p o r t u n i t i e s Indus t r i a l Cen te r .

S h e w a s p r e s i d e n t of t h e l o c a l

e s t a t e d e v e l o p e r s .

T h a ty e a r , t h e United States h a d
a n incarcerated population o f 1 2 5

m i l l i o n p e o p l e . Todayt h e r e a r e
n e a r t y 2m i l l i o n people incarcer-
a ted - a 60%i n c r e a s eo v e rh e r

t e n u r e o n t h e Jud ic ia ryCommit-
t a e .Today,she f s t h e Chairo f t h e

S u b c o m m i t t e eon t h e Courts.
?T 's 2024 a n d o u r p r i s -

o n sd o nothing t o r e h a b i l i t a t epeo-

p l e ? one c r i t e argued o n s o c i a l
media. ? W es h o u l db e s o m u c h

f a r t h e r a longas a society,b u t o u r
i n a t i t u t i o n sa re archaic. Weneed .

younger leadership?
Under Lolgren'?s lead-

e rsh ipas t h e t o p r e g u l a t o ro f t h e
techI n d u s t r yIn Congress, h e h a s
a l l owed a g l o b a l s e x t ra f f i ck ing

e p i d e m i ot o s p i r a lLat ino andi n -

c h a p t e r of t he M e x i c a n A m e r i c a n
P o l i t i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n . in 1 9 8 0 ,

she ted to S a n Jose Ci ty

Counc i l a n d r e p r e s e n t e d E a s t S a n

Jose u n t i l 1 9 9 4 . A lva rado s e r v e d

t w o t e r m s as S a n Jose?s f i r s t L a t h

n a Vice Mayor . in 1 9 9 5 , she w a s

a p p o i n t e d t o f i l l a v a c a n t p o s i t i o n

In the S a n t a Clara Coun t y B o a r d

of Supe rv i so r s ( c r e a t e d by Z o e

Lotgren?s d e p a r t u r e f o r C o n g r e s e }
a n d she w a s e l e c t e d t o the post -

t i o n the f o l l o w i n g year. A l v a r a d o

s p e n t 1 2 y e a r s r e p r e s e n t i n g D i s -

t r i c t 2 a n d re t i r ed f r o m the B o a r d

in 2 0 0 8 , a f t e r 2 8 y e a r s In m u n i c l -

p a l po l i t i ca .

D u r i n g h e r t i m e In o f f i ce ,

s h e f o u g h t f o r b e t t e r r e p r e s e n t a -
t i o n of t h e Ch icano c o m m u n i t y o f

S a n Jose, h e l p e d f o s t e r t h e a r t s

a n d a d v o c a t e d o n b e h a l f o f y o u t h

a n d m i n o r i t i e s . A m o n g many o t h -

e r c o m m i t t e e e s s i g n m e n t s , s h e

e r a l p o p u l a t i o n .T h o u g hs t a t i s t i c s
a r e f e w a n d f a r b e t w e a n , t e s t i m o -

n y f r o m e x p e r t s , a c t i v i s t s ,a n d t r i h -

a l l e a d e r s ~a s w e l l a s i n d e p e n d -

e n t U n v e s t i g a r i o n s- h a v er e v e a l e d

ad i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e I m p a c t . O n e

s t u d y f o c u s e d o n f o u r s i t e s i n t h e

c o n t i n e n t a lUn i ted S t a t e sa n d C a n -

a d a , r e v e a l e dt h a t u p t o 40%o f s e x

t r a f f i c k i n g s u r v i v o r s i n t h o s e c o m -
Toun i t i es w e r e N a t i v e A m e r i c a n

o f F i r s t N a t i o n s w o m e n . A n o t h e r

r e p o r t f o u n d t h a t A m e r i c a nI n d l -
a n a n d A j a s k a N a t i v e w o m e n l a c e

t h e h i g h e s t r a t e a o f r a p e a n d o t h -
e r s e x u a l a g g a u l t sa n dt h e s e c o n d

h i g h e s t r a t e s o f h o m i c i d ev i o t i m t -

z a t i o n .T h i s r e p o r t a l s o a c c o u n t s

f o r t h e c r i m i n a lj u s t i c er e s p o n s e s

t o v i o l e n c ea g a i n s t A m e r i c a n I n d i -
a n a n dA l a s k a N a t i v e w o m e n .

S t m i l a r t y , t he L a t i n o

C o m m u n i t y ,a n d m i g r a n t s i n p a r -

c u l a r , a r e a l s o v i c t i m i z e db y s e x

t r a f f i c k i n go t h i g h e r r a t e s .

for, c i t i n g h e r u n w i l l i n g n e s s t o

r e g u l a t e B ig T e c h , w h i c h s e r v e s a a

h e r p r i n c i p a l d o n o r b e s e , °

se rved a s c h a i r o f t h e C o m m u n i t y

S e r v i c e s C o m m i t t e s a n d a s c i t y

c o u n c i l l l a l son f o r t h e c i t y ' s F ine

A r t a C o m m i s s i o n . S h e p l a y e d =

a l g n i f i c a n t ro te in a d v o c a t i n g f o r

t he H i s p a n i c c o m m u n i t y , I nc tud -

i n g i m p r o v i n g r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o n
t h e city?s d e c i s l o n - m a k i n g b o d i e s .

A l v a r a d o w a s also ac t i ve

In e f f o r t s t o I m p r o v e S e n t a Clara

C o u n t y ' s J u v e n i l e d e t e n t i o n s y s -

t e m . S h e e s t a b i l e h e d a n O f f i c e o f

Women?s Advocacy f o r t h e c o u n t y

t o d e v e l o p p r o g r a m s t o h e i p wom-

a n d e v e l o p in t h e l r p r o f e s s i o n a l

and p e r s o n a l l i ves . A m o n g her

many a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s in o f f i ce
w e r e s u b s t a n t i a l I n v e s t m e n t s in

t h e S a n t a C l a r a V a l l e y M e d i c a l

C e n t e r a n d t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e

M e x i c a n H e r i t a g e P laza , o n e o f

t h e l a r g e s t L a t i n o c u l t u r a l c e n t e r s

in t h e c o u n t r y ,

s e r v e s a s G o o g l e ' s g e n e r a l o o u n -

se l .

L o f g r e ni s a l s o t h e s e o -

o n d - m o s ts e n i o r m e m b e ro f t h e

H o u s e J u d i c i a r y C o m m i t t e e . S h e

I s t h e C h a i r o f A n t i t r u s t S u b c o m -

m i t t e e , w h i c h h a s t h e p o w e r t o

b r e a k u p m o n o p o l i e sa n d h o l d

c o m p a n i e s a c c o u n t a b l e f o r u n f a i r

c o m m e r c i a l p r a c t i c e s . S h e L s a l s o

t h e C h a i r o f t h e S u b o o m u n i t t e eo n

t h e I n t e r n e t . U n d e rh e r l e a d e r -

s h i p , t h e t e c h i n d u s t r yh a s g o n e

l a r g e l y u n s c r u t i n i z e d - d e s p i t e

t h e i r s o c i a l m e d i a n p r o d u c t sb e -

C i t i z e n s h i p , d e m o n s t r a t e s & s t u n -

n i n g d e p t h a n d b r e a d t ho f c u l p a -

b i l i t y i n e n a b l i n gt h i s h u m a n t t a r i -

a n c a t a s t r o p h e .

MUR825400032
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TT
BIG TECH TITANS
|HAVE PUT ZOE

(LOFGREN ATA

KEY CRUX OF =

?POWER

i)

JUDICIARY.
?COMMITTEE

T h e C o m m i t t e e Is r e s p o n s i b l e

f o r c o n s i d e r i n g a n d r e p o r t i n g~

_ l e g i s t a t i o n re la ted t o a w i d e

r a n g e o f a reas : a n t i t r u s t , ad-
m i n t e t r a t i v e , a n d c o m m e r c i a l

l a w ; c o u r t s , I n t e l l e c t u a l p rep -

e r t y , a n d t h e I n t e r n e t ; c r i m e ,
' t a r r o r i a m , a n d h o m e l a n d s e c u -

t i t y ; l n v m i g r a t i o n , c i t i z e n s h i p ,

a n d r e f u g e e s ; a n d t h e c o n s t !

t u t i o n , c i v i l r i gh ts , a n d c i v i l
: U b e r t i e s . The c o m m i t t e e a l s o

c o n d u c t s o v e r s i g h t o f t h e Ex-

e c u t i v e B r e a c h and Jud i c l e r y .

RANKING MEMBER,
TECHNOLOGY

COMMITTEE
T h e C o r m m i t t e s h a s j u r t e d i c t i o n ;
o v e r a l l t e s e a r c h a n d d e v o i o p - ?

m e n t In the a r e a s o f e n e r g y , ?

CHAIR, ANTITRUST

CHAIR, INTERNET

SUBCOMMITTEE

T h e S u b c o m m i t t e e h e s ju r ie -

c t i o n o v e r t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

o f t h e U.S, C o u r t s , t h e F e d e r a l

S e v e r a l l a w m a k e r s o v e r s e e i n g

t e c h g i a n t s , s u c h a s M e t a , Am-

azon, Goog le , a n d App le , h a v e

c h i l d r e n w o r k i n g f o r t h e c o m p a

n i e s they are supposed t o regu -

l a t e .

US Rep. Z o e Lofgren, s
D e m o c r a t k n o w n f o r h e r s t r o n g

o p p o s i t i o n t o a n t i t r u s t b i l l s a l m e d

a t r e i g n i n g In B l g Tech, has a

d a u g h t e r w h o w o r k s f o r G o o g l e .

L o t g r e n is the R a n k i n g M e m b e r of

t h e S c i e n c e , S p a c e , and T e c h n o l

o g y C o m m i t t e e , w h i l e her daugh-

t e r , S h e i l a Z o e L o f g r e n C o i l i n s , ls

a top lawyer f o r Goog le .

W h i l e L o f g r e n may h a v e

t h e h i g h e s t p ro f i l e o f t h e ?Aigo-

r i t h m Arch i tec t s? in Cong ress ,

t h e fam i l y circles o f l a w m a k e r s

e n d t e c h c o m p a n i e s I n c l u d e s

m o r e t h a n a dozen m e m b e r s of

C o n g r e s s , b o t h R e p u b l i c a n s a n d

D e m o c r a t s , w h o h a v e c h i l d r e n

w h o w o r k o f r e c e n t l y w o r k e d f o r

t e c h g i a n t s s e c h a s Goog ie , Ama-

zon , M e t a ( t h e p a r e n t c o m p a n y of

e r C h u c k S c h u m e r ' s d a u g h t e r ,

J e s s i c a S c h u m e r , le 8 r e g i a t e r e d

l o b b y i s t s t A m a z o n . His d a u g h t e r ,

A i l s o n S c h u m e r , l s a p r o d u c t m a r

Rep. Zoe Lofgren is at the crux of

Big Tech's strategy to prevent the

regulation of the industry's role in

enabling a global sex trafficking

epidemic and allowing youth suicide

rates to skyrocket as a result of

social media technologies that are

being marketed to children.

Is the director of global policy at
Meta.

S e n a t o r Rob P o r t m a n ' s

son w o r k e d a s # People Oper-

a t i o n s R o t a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t e at

Goog le f r o m 2 0 1 4 t o 2 0 1 6 , w h i l e

P o r t m a n he lped c r a f t a n d pass HR

1 8 6 5 , a l s o k n o w n a s SESTA-FOS-

TA, t e p r e s e n t i n g a s i g n i f i c a n t

r e f o r m in C o n g r e s s ' s ? tech lash?

a g a i n s t o n l i n e p l a t f o r m s .
P o r t m a n ' s o f f i ce c l a l m s

his s o n h a d n o ro le in tobby ing or

pub l i c po l l ey d u r i n g his t i m e a t

Goog ie . He d i d n o t h a v e t o l o b b y

a n y o n e . The dad k n o w s w h e r e h i s
son w o r k s . I t i s a f o r m o f s i i e n t

l o b b y i n g .
@ . K Bu t te r f i e l d , a fo r -

m e r H o u s e Ene rgy and C o m m e r c e
C o m m i t t e e m e m b e r , c r i t i c i zed

The L o f g r e n fami ly?s

c o m p e n s a t i o n

p a c k a g e f r o m

Google has not been

m a d e pub l i c .

M e t a CEO M a r k Z u c k e r b e r g t o r

e m p l o y i n g too many C a u c a s i a n

m e n and e d v o c a t e d f o r C a u c a s i a n

w o m e n t o rep lace t h e m a t Face-

b o o k . Bu t t e r f l e l d f o u n d n o such

C a u c a s i a n m a t e I s s u e s a t G o o g l e

a f t e r hie C a u c a s i a n d a u g h t e r be-

c a m e Goegie?s g l o b a l h e a d o f in-
c l u s i o n f r a m 2 0 1 6 t e 2 0 2 0 .

L i k e L o f g r e n , t h e s e

m e m b e r s o f C o n g r e s s say they are

c o m m i t t e d t o b a l a n c i n g the p o w -

e r d y n a m i c s by h o l d i n g B i g Tech

a c c o u n t a b l e . Th is m a y m e a n n o t h -

i n g m o r e t h a n e n h a n c e d a c c o u n t -

I ng requ i red w h e n b a l a n c i n g t h e l r

kids? b u r g e o n i n g b a n k a c c o u n t

b a l a n c e s ,
One w a y t o c o m b a t hyp-

o c r i t i c a l l a w m a k e r s f r o m m a k i n g

d e c i s i o n s over B ig T e c h w h i l e
t h e l r c h i l d r e n w o r k f o r B i g Tech

j s to requ i re any m e m b e r of C o n

g r e s s t o recuse t h e m s e l v e s f r o m

v o t i n g or b e i n g m e m b e r s of any

c o m m i t t e s t h a t d i r e c t l y regu -

l a t es t h i s i ndus t r y . Of cou rse ,

t h a t w o u l d m e a n t h e s e same B i g

Tech c o m p a n i e s w o u l d no t h i re

FEBRUARY 2024

LOFGREN?S RELATIONSHIP
\WITH BIG TECH IS CRUX

OF STRATEGY TO THWART PUSH FOR REGS
t he l r ch i l d ren , and Z o e Lotgren?s

d a u g h t e r m i g h t have t o h e a d t o

t h e u n e m p l o y m e n t !Ina a l o n g w i t h
d o z e n s of o t h e r k i d s f r o m the priv-

l leged i a w m a k e r ' s c a s t e .
f t w o n ' t h a p p e n . = I n

s t e a d , w e h e a r t h e s a n c t i m o n i o u s

b ray ing f r o m the a n t i q u a t e d Con-

g r e s s w o m a n , who has b e c o m e

I n o r d i n a t e t y w e a l t h y n e a r l y 3 0

y e a r s i n C o n g r e s s , t h a t her d a u g h

t e r ' s e m p l o y m e n t has a b s o l u t e t y

n o t h i n g to d o w i t h h o w she v o t e s ,
w h i c h s o m e h o w a l w a y s a l i g n s

w i t h B i g T e c h ' s I n t e r e s t s .

That alone tells Intel i t

gent voters enough to know when
the t ime has come to vote for

change.

MUR825400033
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Working for Zoe Lofgren is a

sweet deal for her staffers
D e y o u h a v e a m b i t i o n s t o r i v e t o p o w e r a n d m a k e a f o r t u n e w o r k i n g in

big t e c h ? J u s t g e t # j o b as a s t a f f e r f o r Z o # L o f g r e n . A c c o r d i n g t o T h e

A m e r i c a n P r o s p e c t , 8 p u b l i c a t i o n t h a t c l ose l y m o n i t o r s t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p

b e t w e e n p o l i t i c i a n s and power , ?Lo fg ren , w h o r e p r e s e n t s p a r t o f S i l i c o n
V a l l e y , o p p o s e s t h e su i t e o f b i l l s c h a l l e n g i n g the d o m i n a n t t e c h p la t -

f o rms . S h e ' s a l s o t a k e n a i c t o f m o n e y f r o m t h o s e c o m p a n i e s . ?

' s no t only money, they gay f lows

b a c k a n d for th b e t w e e n Lofgren

e n db i gt e c h . It 's also her s ta f f . The

A m e r i c a n Prospec t e x p o s e d the de-

ta i l s o f s t a f f e r s who g o d i rec t l y f r o m

w o r k i n g w i t h Lofgren t o being h i red

t o lo f ty poal t ions in Si l icon Valley.

?Several Lofgren tegisia-

Uve s t a f f e r a have f o u n d the i r w a y
Into Si l icon Val ley c o m p a n i e s o n c e

e v o l v i n g ou t o f g o v e m m e n t . 2 )

Hu l l , f o r m e r c o n g r e s s i o n a l a lde and

counsel , is now a sen io t g o v e r n
m e n t a f fa i r o f f i c ia l (o r Apple. Oavid

Thomas , Lofgren's fo rmer ch ie f o f

?staff, r ep resen ted the I n f o r m a t i o n

Technotogy Indus t r y Counc i l , w h o s e

m e m b e r s i n c i u d e Amazon, App le ,

Inte l , Google, a n d many mare. Ricky

Le, t h e former pol icy adv iser who

t rave led to Goog le h e a d q u a r t e r s ,

a l s o tobbied f o r ITI, before re tuming.

t o the off ice o f Rep. L inda Sanchez

{D-CA). Esk S ta l lman . © f o r m e r

counse l , w a s 6 l o b b y s t for t he In-

t e m e t Assoc ia t ion , a n o t h e r Big

T e c h t r a d e group, a n d a pubi le-pol l-

c y counse l for Googie.?

Why w o u l d n ' t you w a n t to

work f o r Lofgren? S t a f f e r s are a n

s u r e d cushy j o b s and p o w e r f u l p o s t

Uans In Si l i con Val ley a f t e r he lp ing

h e r d o h e r dir ty work . This e n s u r e s

she s tays closely t l e d t o key peop le

in b i g tech pasfuons, a n d t h a t t he

m o n e y a n d power Lofgren ga ins

t r o m h a v i n g her loyal so ld ie rs h i red

by t h e s e c o m p a n i e s f l o w s right

a c k t o her too.

? t ' s h a r d to sepa ra te Lof-

e n ' s pos i t ions f r o m h e r record o f

suppor t f ram t h e tech indus t r y a n d

its f i n a n c i a l angels . The Cen te r f o r

Respons ive Pol i t ics f inds t h a t Lof-

g e n has r e c e v e d $ 9 6 4 . 8 1 6 in
her ca reer , in e m p l o y e e a n d PAC

c o n v i b u t i o n s , f r a m tech c o m p a

nies, Inc tud ing Cisco, Intult, Google

s n d i t s co rpo ra te paren t A lphabe t ,

M ic roso f t , Oracle, Adobe , t he Na-

Uona l Ven tu re Capital Assoc ia t ion ,

a n d l e a d i n g VC c o m p a n y K le ine r
Perk ins . S h e ' s recetved indiv idual

d o n a t i o n s f r o m Ken t Walker , a too

Goog le lobby is t in Wash ing ton . A

2 0 1 7 c a m p a i g n f u n d r a s e r ca l l ed

t h e ?Taco Truck Fiesta? w a s a t tend :

o d b y Google lobbyists.?
The a r t i c l e con t inues .

?In 2 0 1 3 , Goog le pa id to have Lof-

e n ' s t h e n - c h i e f o f s t a f f S tacey

Leavandosky fly to Google head-

q u a r t e r s t o ho ld m e e t i n g s o n ?pat:

?ents, cybersecun ty , copyr ight , Inno-

vation.? Po l i cy a d v i s e r Ricky L e s i s o

f l e w t o Goog ie HQ o n the company?s

d i m e in the s a m e yeer. Lofgren told

the Prospec t t h a t she persona l l y

h a d n ' t b e e n t o Google h e a d q u a r

te rs in four or f i v ey e a r s , and h a d n t

v is i ted A p p i e in over a decade. S h e

c o u l d n ' t r e m e m b e r her last t r ip t o

Facebook ' s campus.?

Then again, why would
Lofgren need to make anypersona l

visits to Google or Facebook head-
quarters when she can just send

the loyal peopte on her payroll? Es-
pecially if Lofgren?s staffers know

they will be handsomely rewarded
by being added directly to the Goog-
fe and Facebook payrolls, after e n

suring their interests are mutually

t e t h e ?Lofgren Loop?

m e r e l y a p e c u t a t i o no n o u r p a r t ?

H a r d l y . J o u r n a l i s t se n d s d v o c a t e s
f o r t r a n s p a r e n c ya n d f a i r n e s s i n

g o v e r n m e n t have b e e n skept i ca l o f

Lofgren?s ab i l i t y to s e r v e the A m e r i -
cen peop le over her own greed and

persona l In te res ts for decades. The

wr i t i ng is o n the wall, a n d it's wr i t :

t en In big do l la r s igns .

B u t don ' t Just take i t f r o m

us. T h e Amer ican Prospect has

b e e n w a m i n g the pub l i c a b o u t Lof-

g e n s inaxt r icab le re ia t ionsh ip wi th

B ig Tech f o r years.
? I t s hard to sepa ra te Lot-

gyen 's pos i t ions f r o m h e r record of

?support f r o m the tech indust ry and

Rs f inanc ia l angels. The Cen te r f o r

Respons ive Polit ics f inds t h a t Lof-

gren h a s rece ived $ 9 6 4 , 8 1 6 in

her career, in emp loyee and PAC

con t r i bu t i ons , f r o m tach c o m p a -

a les , i n c l u d i n g Cisco, Intu i t , Goog le

a n d its co rpo ra te paren t A lphabe t ,

M ic roso f t , Orac le , Adobe, t he Na-

u o n a l Ven tu re Cap i ta l Assoc ia t ion ,

and leading VC c o m p a n y K le lne r

Perkins. She's rece ived Ind iv idua l

d o n a t i o n s f r o m Ken t Walker, a t o p

Goog ie lobbyist in Washington. A

2 0 1 7 c a m p a i g n fundra iser ca l l ed

the ?Taco Truck Flesta? w a s a t tend-

e d by Goog le lobbyists.?

Lofgren's d i rec t t i e s to
b i g t e c h don ' t j u s t s top a t s ta f fers .

Her daughter , Sheila Z o e Lofgren

Col l ins , serves a s In-house corpo-

ra te counsel a t Google. Meanwh i l e ,

Lofgren is @ senior m e m b e r of t he
House Judiciary Cémmittee, which .

i s c h a r g e d with overs ight o f Big.

Tech a n d a n t t r u s t issues.
T h e New York Post ex-

posed the potent ia l a b u s e s o f pow-
ey assocta ted w i t h t h s close f a m i t

tal relauionship.

?That's @ conf l ic t t ha t Is

s t ymy ing legis lat ion t o regu la te the

ever-growing b e h e m a t h s in her S i -

i c o n Valley distnct , c r i t i cs o n both
s ides of t he als ie say. Lofgren Is

semor m e m b e r of the House J u d -

Clary C o m m i t t e e , wh ich i s c h a r g e d

with overs igh t o f B ig Tech a n d
ant i t rus t Issues. Meanwh i l e , h e r

daugh te r She l l a Zoe Lofgren Cob

tins, serves as in -house co rpo ra te

counsel at Google.?

The Post a l s o detai ls t he

outr ight i n t i m i d a t i o n tac t i c s tha t

power -hungry Lofgren daploys.

open ty In t im ida t ing any other Dem-

ocra t cand idate hope fu ls wi th less.

p e r s o n a l t ies lo S i l i con Valley f r o m

in f r i ng ing o n her turf .
*She has a lo t o f power

in s low ing down and even b lock ing

bills,? @ person w i t h d i rec t knowl -

e d g e of t he s i tua t ion told On The

Money. ?She's o n a wer p a t h f o r
t he last four m o n t h s ? she?s even

Spoken openty a b o u t her ab i l i t y to

fundra ise . and Is In t im ida t ing D e m

o¢rats a b o u t how impo r tan t tech is

f o r fundrais ing.?

Ait this criticism and expo-

?sure hasn't stopped Lofgren a0 far,
@ven among calls for her to recuse
herself fram such positions of pow-

er.
Jeff Hauser, f o u n d e r and

Girector of t he Revolving D o o r Pro-

jec t , a p rog ress i ve group tha t ex-

a m i n e s m o n e y In po l i t i cs , calls Lof-

qren?s fam i l i a l U e s to S i i c o n Valley

"prob lemat ic .? ?It's def in i te ly a con-

i c t o f i n t e r e s t and i f | w e r e L o f g r e n ,

Ud w e n t to s d d r e s s t h e c o n c e m s by

f e c u s i n gm y s e i f ? n o tt a k i n g a lead-

ersh ip role.?

m e m b e r s en joy the easy patran:

T o younge r , m o r e j u n i o r m e m b e r s

of Cong ress , L o f g r e n a c t s as a gato

k e e p e r to S i l i con Va l ley 's l u c r a t i v e

tech ecosys tem, a n d she isn?t g e n
e r o u s w i t h h e r con tac t s un less the

j u n i o r m a m b e r s u b m i t s c e r e m o n l -

But Z o e L o f g r e n isn't

m e r e l y the R a n k i n g M e m b e r of

t he p o w e r f u l c o m m i t t e e g o v e r n -

i n g t e c h n o l o g y i n the U n i t e d States
+ shef § a l s ot h e s e c o n d m o s t s e n -

i o r m e m b e r of t he all p o w e r t u l

H o u s e J u d i c i a r y C o m m i t e e , un-

. d o u b t e d l yo n e o f t h e M o s t c o v e t

ous p e r c h e s f o r a n y Wast t ing ton

p o l i t i c a l boss.

. I n fact , she c u r r e n t l y , o r

In t h e recen t past, has s e r v e d as

the C h a i r p e r s o n o f k e y s u b c o m .

i m i t t e e s , i n c l u d i n gt h o s eg o v e r n i n g :

imamigrat ion, b o r d e r seour i ty , re fu-

gees, a n d c i t i zensh ip ; t he in te rne t ,
t h e cour ts ; a n d a n t i t r us t e n f o r c e -

m e n t T h e i m p l i c a t i o n s o f Lo!-

gren?s i n f l u e n c e a v e r the House 's
i n t e r e s t i n an t i - t r us t e n f o r c e m e n t

c a n n o tb e o v e r s t a t e d .

T h a t she i s C o n g r e s s

top r e g u l a t o r o f t h e in te rne t a n d

the p e r s o n m o s t r e s p o n s i b l e f o r
b o r d e r s e c u r i t y m a k e s h e r s t a r k l y

c u l p a b l e f o r a g l o b a l s e x t ra f f i ck -

i n g e p i d e m i c tha t is e n a b l e d b y

Congress 's fa l lu re to fu l f i l l I ts o v e r -

s i gh t ro le o n b o t h f ronts .

Goog ie d o n a t e s n e a r l y

$ 9 0 , 0 0 0 p / y e a r to L o f g r e n . T h e

c o m p a n y i s 8 top c o n t r i b u t o r . Cis-
c o d o n a t e s m o r e t h a n $ 6 0 , 0 0 0

p y e a r A p p l e d o n a t e s n e e r l y

$ 4 0 , 0 0 0 p /yea r . w h i l e M e t a d o -

hates just u n d e r $ 3 0 , 0 0 0 p / y e a r

T h e e l e c t r o n i c s m a n u f a c t u r i n g

I n d u s t r ya n d t h e in te rne t I n d u s t r y

w e r a h e r top s o u r c e s of ca impa ign

funds. L a r g e i n d i v i d u a l c o n t r i b u

t i ons m a k e u p m o r e t h a n 57% o f

h e r total c a m p a i g n c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,

w h i l e PAC o a n t r i b u t i o n s m a k e u p

2 7 % a n d s m a l l i n d i v i d u a l c o n t r t

b u t i o n s m a k e u pb a r e l y 4 %

L o f g r e n took m o r e t h a n

$ 1 6 7 8 2 5 f r o m Sig T e c h inst year ,

m a k i n g h e r the t h i r d h ighas t - i nd i -

v i d u a l r e c e t v e r o f c a m p a i g nf u n d s

f r o m t h e i n t e r n e t i n d u s t r y . B u t t h a t

f i g u r ea l o n e s e r i o u s l y u n d e r t i a t s s

h o w m u c h she bene f i t s f r o m Big

?Teoh'?s kincinees. A s c h a i r o f t he

f i c k i n g e p i d e m i c ? i n c l u d i n g t h e g i o b a

The S o u t h Bay C h r o n i c l e | 7

r a c e s i n C a l i f o r n i aa n d e l s e w h e r e .

B i g T e c h w i e l d s i t s r e s o u r c e s al
h e r d i r e c t i o n ,t o t h e t u n e o f t e n s o f

m i l l i o n s o f d o l l a r s e a c h y e a r n I n a

T y r i a d o f c a m p a i g nf i n a n c e v e h i -

cles,

I n e x c h a n g e f o r t h o s e

e l e c t i o n - t i m e r e s o u r c e s , L o f g r e n

h a s e a r n e d h e r r e p u t a t i o na s t h e

P u p p e t o f B i g T a c h b y r e p e a t e d l y

v o t i n g a g a i n s t r e g u l a t i n gt e c h n o l -

o g y , i n t e r n e t ,a n dt e l e c o m c o m p a -

n i e s a t t h e e x p e n s e o f c o n s u m e r s ,

c h i l d r e n ,a n d t h e A m e r i c a n p e o -

I ts c o m m o nf o r Lo lgren
t o vole t o r e v e r s e adminis t rat ive

Tuleeo n b e h a l f of h a r sponsors,
l i k e whens h e votedt o r e v e r s e@
Federal Communications Com-

missionr u l e d e s i g n e dt o p ro tec t
t h e privacyo f c u s t o m e r so f b road-
b a n d a n d o t h e r telacommunica-
t ionsservicée.

I n m a n y w a y s , L o i g r e n

( s t h e r e a s o n t h a t A m e r i c a n sp a y

t h e h i g h e s t p r i c e s f o r c a b l e a n d
i n t e r n e ti n t h ew o r l d S h e h a s r e -

P e a t e c l y v o t e d a g a i n s t m e a s u r e s

t h a t w o u l d p r a m o t e c o m p e t i t i o n

a m o n g t e l e c o ma n d S b e r o p t i c s

c o m p a n i e s ,l i k e w h e n s h e v o t e d

a g a i n s t t h e U n l o c k i n g C o n s u m e r

C h o i c e a n d W i r e l e s s C o m p e t i t i o n

A c

P e r h a p sm o s t concer t
i n g i s L o f g r a n ? sv o t e againstt h e
A l l o w Statesa n d Victime t o , Fight
On l ineSex T r a f f i c k i n gA o t a t 2017

q r e m n ,

VOTES RAISE DEEP

QUESTIONS FOR LOFGREN

I n t e r n a t i o n a l h u m a n i t a r l a n o r g a n i z a t i o n s , pove r t y l a w c e n t e r s , and g o o d g o v e r n m e n t g r o u p s h a v e l o n g ca l l ed

o n C o n g r e s s t o c u r b the use of s o c l a l m e d i a a n d t e l e c o m t e c h n o l o g i e s In t h e c o n t e x t of t he g l o b a l h u m a n t r a f -

x t r a d e . B u t t h o s e c a l l s have fa l l en o n d e a f s a r e In Cong ress , w h e r e

n d the l a r g e s s o f B l g Tech l o b b y i s t s . Rep. Z o e L o f g r e n , w h o has r e p r e s e n t -

# 1 the S i l i c o n Val tey reg ion o f Ca l i f o rn i a s i n c e 1 9 9 6 , a n d serves as R a n k i n g M e m b e r o f t h e S c i e n c e , Techno togy ,

a n d S p a c e C o m m i t t e e , Is B i g Tech 's t o p o p e r a t i v e In t h e Cong ress .

L o f g r e n ? s d a u g h t e r -She l -
la C o l l i n s - { 8 t h e G e n e r a l C o u n s e l

a t Google, r e d s i n g q u e s t i o n s a b o u t
c o n f l i c t s o f i n t e r e s t a n d k i c k b a c k

s c h a m e s s i m i l a r t o H u n t e rB i d e n ' s

pay- fo r -nocesa r a c k e t Lo lg ren ' s
d a u g h t e rh a s r e f u s e d t o p u b l i c l y

d i s c l o s e t h e f u l l r a n g e o f h e r c o m -

p e n s a t i o n ,b e n e f i t s ,a n d p e r k s t h a t

e h er e o s i v e sf r o m G o o g l ea n d o t h .

e r B i g T e c hi n d u s t r ys o u r c e s t h a t

h e r m o t h e r r e g u l a t e sa s R a n k i n g

M e m b e r o f t h e House S c i e n c ea n d

T e c h n o l o g y C o r a m i t t e c

M a n y g o o d g o v e r n m e n t

w a t c h d o g s w a n t S h e i l a Coll ins?

c o m p e n s a t i o n a g r e e m e n t s t o b e

i n v e s t i g a t e df o r p u b l i cc o r r u p t i o n .

?Thaya s s e r t t h a t t h e m a t t e r s h o u l d

b e r e f e r r e d t o t h e H o u s e E t h i c s

C o m m i t t e a ,t h e F e d e r a l B u r e a u o f

I nves t i ga t i on , a n d t h e I n s p e c t o r

G e n e r a l U n f o r t u n a t e l y , i n h e rr o l e

a s C h a i r o f t h e H o u s e A d r m i n i s t r a -

t i o n S u b c o m m i t t e e , Rep. L o f g r e n

?would d e c i d e h e r o w n p u n i s h -
T e n t i f s h e w e r ee v e n t u a l l yf o u n d

t o h a v e v i o i s t e de t h i c s r u l e s .

R a l s i n g e y e b r o w s e v e n

t u r t h e r i s a p e c u l i a rv o t e t h a t L o f

g r e n t o o kI n 2 0 1 1 . D e s p i t e b e i n g
o n t h e B o o r o f t h e H o u s e a t t h e

p a s s e d o v e r w h e l m i n g t xa n d e v e n

T e o s i v e d the s u p p o r t of N a n c y

P e l o a i , b u t L o f g r e n c o u l d n ?b r i n g
b e r s e l ft o vous t n f a v o ro f I t
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BURDENED WITH SKY-HIGH RI

LATINOS COULD SEND LOFGRE

The i n c u m b e n t , l o n g - t i m e p o l i t i c i a n ,
fea the r -nes te r , a n d p a r t i s a n a b o v e - a l l
D e m o c r a t , S u s a n E l l en ?Zoe? Lofg ren , is
e x p e c t e d to f a c e o f f a g a i n s t R e p u b l i c a n
b u s i n e s s m a n P e t e r H e r n a n d e z
a n d D e m o c r a t C h a r l e n e C. N i j m e h ,
the C h a i r w o m a n o f the M u w e k m a
Ohlone, a n i n d i g e n o u s T r i b e o f the S a n

. F r a n c i s c o B a y A r e a .

A c c o r d i n g t o # Gal iup p o l l f r o m

October , o n l y 1 3 % o f U.S. a d u l t s

a p p r o v e d t h e j o b C o n g r e s s w a s

doing. S i m i l a r l y , a N o v e m b e r p o l l

by S t a t i s t a p u t t he a p p r o v a l r a t e

at 15%. However , a c c o r d i n g t o

B a l l o t p e d i a , m o r e t h a n 95% of

c o n g r e s s i o n a l i n c u m b e n t s w o n

t h e i r r a c e s In 2 0 2 2 . T h i s p a r a d o x !

cal t r e n d d e m o n s t r a t e s t h a t w h i l e

A m e r i c a n s h a v e a n e g a t i v e v i e w of

C o n g r e s s , they r e - e l e c t t h e l r r e p -

t e s e n t a t i v e s .

T h e p h e n o m e n o nt s w i d e l y m o w n

a s t h e ? I n c u m b e n c y a d v a n t a g e .

T h i s actvantage a r i s e s f r o m t h e

f a r n i l i a r i t ya n d c r u s t t h a t l o w - i n f o r

Moat ionv o t e r s a s s o c i a t ea f a m i l t a r

n a m e w i t h c o m p e t e n c e , w i t h o u t

r e g a r d t o t h e c a n d i d a t e s ? p o s i t i o n s

?onl a m u e st h a t a f f e c tt h o m
A n e m b l e m a t i c c a s e of

t h i s i s L o f g r e n . S h e h a s s e l f :s e r v e d

t n C o n g r e s sf o r 2 8 y e a r s , c o n s i s t -

e n t l y s e c u r i n g h e r s e a t d e s p i t e h e r

l o n g t e n u r e a n d a l i g n m e n t w i t h

b i g - m o n e y d o n o r s . H e r p o l i t i c a l

c a r e e r b e g a n w i t h h e r e l e c t i o n

i n 1 9 6 4 , a n d s h e h a s m a n a g e d to

s e o u r s h e r p o s i t i o n1 4 t i m e s s i n c e

t h e n , t a c i n g h e r 1 6 t hc a m p a i g ni n

2 0 2 4 .

L o f g r e n ? s a u c c e s si n g e t -

d n g r e - e l e c t e dd e s p i t e h e r l o p s i d -
e d f a v o r i t i s mo f B i g T e c h a n d b i g

d o n o r s i l l u m i n a t e s t h e p o w e r of

i n c u m b e n c yt n A m e r i o a n p o l i t i c s .

Her relationships with
w e a l t h y d o n o r s s y m b o l i z et h e i s -

sues plaguing Congress low rot

?The t i d e m a y b e tu rn ing .

I n c u m b e n c ym a y n o l o n g e r b e the

a d v a n t a g e {t o n c e was . But Lot -

g r o n i s l e v e r a g i n g h e r e s t a b l i s h e d

n e t w o r k a n d s i z a b l e c a m p a i g n

f i n a n c e s to m a i n t a i n h e r s e a t S h e

{s 6 g r e a t t a v o r i t e o f A p p l e , Goog-
le, A m a z o n , a n d F a v e b o o k - a n d

h e r r o l e o n C o n g r e s s is to p r o t e c t

t h e m f r o m c o m p e t i t o r s , h a n d i n g

o v e r Amor ica?s f u t u r e in so m a n y

a r e a s - i n c l u d i n g i n f o r m a t i o n , re-

tail sales, i n n o v a t i o n , a n d s p e e c h

to tho Big Four.

L o f g r e n has a m a s s e d a

s i g n i f i c a n t c a m p a i g n t u n d cour te -

s y ofB i g T e c h . A n d she sits o n t h e

t w o c o n u n i t t e e s most L i k e l yt o h e l p

B i g Teoh -t h e J u d i c i a r y ,a n d S c i

e n c e , Space, a n d T e c h n o l o g y

C r i t i c s a r g u e t h a t h e r

v o t e s for, a n d m o r e i m p o r t a n t -

l y h e r o p p o s i t i o n t o b i l l s ( o f t e n

s m o t h e r i n g t h e m in c o m m i t t e s ) ,

which might reign in BigTech,t s
what they pay for.

Lolgren?s d i s t r i c t , w h i c h

i n c l u d e s p a r t s o f Santa C l a r a

C o u n t y a n d S i l i c o n Val ley , has

b e e n a D e m o c r a t i c s t r o n g h o l d f o r

yea ra . H o w e v e r , t he 2 0 2 0 Census

a l g n i f i c a n t l y a l t e r e d the S o u t h Bay

a n d C e n t r a l Coast C o n g r e s s i o n a l

D is t r ic ts . A s a result , t he C a l i f o r n i a

C i t i z e n s R e d i s t r i c t i n g C o m m i s s i o n

c r e a t e d the n e w 18th Cong res -
s i o n a l D i s t r i c t . T h i s d i s t r i c t c o m

b i n e s p e r t s of Santa C l a r a C o u n t y

w i t h p o r t i o n s of M o n t e r e y a n d
S a n t a C r u z coun t i es , a n d all of S a n

Ben i to Coun ty .

I t sh i f ted h e r sa fe S i l i con

Val ley , T e c h - d o m i n a t e d d i s t r i c t t o

?one n o w 6 5 p e r c e n t L a t i n o (mos t -

a l l n e w voters , u n f a m i l i a r w i t h h e r

n a m e , a n d w h o , i f t h e y k n e w h e r

po l i c i es , w o u l d n o t w a n t h e r a s

t h e l r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ?

D i d the top p a r t y l e a d e r s
i n the D e m o c r a t i c Pa r t y o u t f l a n k

h e r ? D i d t h e y h a n d h e r a d i s t r i c t
s h e d i d n o t w a n t a n d h a d t o a c -

cept?
N o t et al l .She Is at o p par-

ty leader. She wants the change.
A c c o r d i n g to Lo fg ren 's

w e b s i t e , " Z o e secs g r e a t o p -

p o r t u n i t i e s in r e p r e s e n t i n g t h i s

n e w l y - r e d r a w n d i s t r i c t , spect f -

t e a l l y in c o n n e c t i n g the S i l i c o n

Va l l ey -based t e c h n o l o g y p r o w e s s

w i t h the area?s robus t a g r i c u l t u r a l

sector.?

?The redrawing of Call-
fornia?s 16th Congressional Dis-
trict will secure hor polidcal and
financial future.

T h e r u d s t r i c t i n g o a r

T ied o u t b y the so -ca l l ed ? n o n - p a r -

dsan° Cailfornmia C l u z e n s R e s

t r i c t i n g C o m m i s s i o n , u s i n g the
2 0 2 0 C e n s u s a l t e red the d i s m c t ' s

b o u n d a r i e s .

L o i g r e n uses t h e census

QS a n O p p o r t u n i t y to b r i d g e the

P p b e n v e n n Si l i con Va l ley 's t e c h

n o l o g i c a l m i g h t a n d t h e reg ion 's

Unr iv ing a g r i c w i t u r a l sector . Th is

w i l l p a v e the w a y l o r B ig Tech 's ex-

p a n s i o n t o w a r d r u r e l areas, o p e n -

i n g u p l u c r a t i v e rea l e s t a t e o p p o r -

tun i t i es t o r Lofgren?s d o n o r s a n d
h e r a t t o r n e y h u s b a n d ' s c l ionts ,

. The newly redrawn

district now includes the Salinas
Valley, known for its substantial

Latino? population. The sudden
inetusion of a predominantly Lati-

The primary for
California?s 18th
district will be

on March 5th,
though ballot
boxes open on
February 6th.

The C E O so f Google,Apple, and
Meta are known to uently
call Rep. Zoe Lofgren privately
on all sorts of matters.
have made it clear that the
Bay Area?s housing shortage

2 " Is a principal constraint on
© tech giants? l o n g - t e r m growth.

; Google, Ilke other teche r a n t s ,

Tequire ample supplles of tux-

u y housing to attract highly

a e ld software engineers ateady tech workers.
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m o s t t h r e ed e c a d e s o f s e r v i n g Big

?Tech -w i l l b e no t h r e a t t o t h e i r e a -

t a b l i s h e d i n t e r e s t s a n d l a n d .

F o rL o f g r e n ,t h e b e s t r e -

s u l tt s f o r L a t i n o s t o d o z e c o m i o r t a -

b l y u n d e r t h e i r s o m b r e r e si n c o m .

f o r t a n d c o m p l a c e n c y ,a n d c h o o s e

n o t t o v o t e i n t h e p r i m a r y . T a k e a

siesta, a m i g o s .
Latinos in the district

may not have to worry. If the

Lat inos oan vote f o r L o i g r e no n e
time, she oan put enough poll-

c i e s i n p l a c e t o pavet h e w a y f o r

mies the m e a n s f o r o u r d e s t r u c

t i o n L a t i n o s m a k e w e y lor B i g

?Tech a n d v o t ef o r Z o e L o f g r e n .

T h e e a g l e w a s s t r u c kb y
a n a r r o w f e t c h e d w i t h f e a t h e r s

f r o mi t s ownk i n d .

n e w c o r p o r a t e h e a d q u a r t e r s i n

d o w n l o w n S a n Jose. Rea l esta te

d e v e l o p e r se x p e c t i t t o a c c e l e r a t e

t h e C i t y ? s d i s p l a c e m e n to f M e a d -

c a n A m e r i c a n s , F l p i n o s , a n d t h e

V i e m a m e s e c o m r a u n i t i e s .

The S o u t h Bay C h r o n i c l e | 0

Lofgren?s crusade for abortion on
demand, transgender agenda rile socially
conservative Latino voters in new district

T h a re len t l ess soctal c r u s a d e for

a b o r t i o n a n c i n a g o n d e r r igh ts

tha t m a d e Z o e L o f y r e n 9 Wberal

h o r o to h e r wh i te , w o a l t h y , e l i te

c o n s t i t u e n t s m i g h t fust b e h e r

u n d o i n g in 5 n e w m o r e comsery

a t i ve , l a m i l y - o r i e n t e d dus t r i c t T h e

p e o p l e sbo m u s t n o w Ing rava te

h e r s e l l t o are a v e r y d i f l e r e m t y p e

of D e m o o r a i than L o i g r e n hus p r e

v i o u s l y b e e n a s s u r e d to a p p e a s e

w i t h h a r far le f t s t ances o n nbor:

t i a n a n d L G B O T issues Dis t r i c t 18

ts less wh i te , less r i c h , loss l i ve ra l ,

a n d m u c h m o r e o f a d i v e r s e L a t -

n o a n d w o r k i n g - c l a s s p o p u l a t i o n

t h a n she?s e v e r faced be fo re W I

h e r n e w c o m m u n i t y b e c o n v i n o e d

tha t L o i g r e n sha res t h o t va lues tn

s u c h c o n t e n t i o u s soctal issues?

Let 's take a c l o s e r l o o k

at s o m e k e y e x a m p l e s of Lofgren?s

d o g g e d d e t e r m i n a u o n to p u s h

a b o r t i o n a n d a p r o t r a n s g e n d e r

a g e n d a , a n d e x a m i n e w h y t h i s

n e w v o t i n g b l o c m i g h t take pause.

L o f g r e n has m a d e her

w a y ?

H e r i m p a s s t o n e d state

meant a t h e r f o r m e r t y v a r y l i b o r a l
v o t u r s I n o w she b a l l a v e s ? F r e e

d o m is o n the l ine. W e n o o d to s t e p

up , ge t busy , a n d ongnuiize to s tup

R e p u b l i c a n p lans toe i m p o s e t h e i r

r i g h t w i n g a g e n d a o n t h e o n t i r e

c o u n t r y ?

But d o e s t h e d e m u g r a p h -
io of h e r n e w d i s t r i c t soe a b o r t i o n

aa g r i n g w i n g a g e n d o ? T h e stat is-

t i cs s a y o t h e r w i s e

A c c o r d i n g to the P e w

R e s e a r c h Cen te r ' s r e p o r t in 2 0 2 2 ,

? A m o n g L a t i n o D e m o c r a t s a n d
D e m o c r a n c Jeaners, 84'% o f l i b e r

a ls s a y a b o r t i o n s h o u l d b e lega l

in most o r a i l cases . M e a n w h i l e ,

Q m o n g L a t i n o R e p u b l i c a n s a n d

GOP leanors , G 8 of c o n s e r v a t i v e s

say a b o r t i o n s h o u l d b e i l lega l in

T o s t o r a l l cases "

W h i e m a n y L a t i n o s

h a v e v o t e d f o r D e m o c r a t s , t h e y

don?? n e c e s s a r i l y i d e n t l l y a s ?Ub-

erals? o r w i t h the i n c r o a s i n g l y

L o f g r e n b e l i e v e s tn a b o r t i o n w i t h o u t l i m i t s - i n c l u d i n g

a l l o w i n g a m o t h e r to K i l l a b a b y a f t e r { t h a s b e e n

b o r n al ive. She v o t e d a g a i n s t t h e B o r n - A l i v e A b o r t i o n

S u r v i v o r s P r o t e c t i o n A c t ( N o v 1 1 , 2 0 2 3 ) a n d d o z e n s o f

o t h e r m e a s u r e s to p r o t e c t u n b o r n ch i l d ren .

s t a u n c h s u p p o r t o f a b o r t i o n r igh ts
w e l l k n o w n C o n d e m n i n g the Su-

p r e m e Cour t ' s D o b b s Dec is ion ,

she o p i n e d . ?This S u p r e m e C o u r t

d e c i s i o n is t he f i rs t e v e r t o take

@ c o n s t i t u t i o n a l r i gh t a w a y f r o m
A m e r i c a n s Th is i s a b l e a k d a y

f o r o u r c o u n t r y ? sald L o l g r e n .

" T h e C o u r t has b e c o m e a p a r u s a n

b e d y , o v e r t h r o w i n g d e c a d e s o f

p r e c e d e n tt o a d v a n c e a r i g h t - w i n g

p a i l t i c a l a g e n d a Th is d e c i s i o n is
t he c u l m i n a t i o n o f d e c a d e s o f ef-

fo r t s b y the R e p u b l i c a n P a r t y t o

p l a c eo n e f a r - r i g h t i d e o l o g u e af te r

a n o t h e r o n t h e C o u r t ?

She p r o m i s e d t o p r o
tect a b o r t i o n in C a l i f o r n i a v i a h e r

p o w e r in the U.SC o n g r e s s , s a y i n g ,

?Tm gra te fu l t ha t o u r iocal elected.

o f f i c ia ls s t r o n g l y s u p p o r t women?s

r i g h t s a n d w i l l c o n t i n u e to f i g h t

f o r them. | jo in t h e m Jn t h e t c r u -

c a l f i g h t A t l eas t u n t i l n e x t year .

a b o r t i o n w i l l r e m a i n safe, a c c e s

sible, a n d lega l i n C a l i f o r n i a B u t

w e m u s t take a c t i o n to k e e p It t ha t

l e f t - l e a n i n g Wheral p o l t u c s of t h e

D e m o c r a t i c Party, o s p o c t a l l y

w h e n it c o m e s to a b o r t i o n r ights.

Lofgren has a f u n d a m e n :

ta l d i f f e r e n c e i n v a l u e s [ r o m h e r

n e w L a t i n o c o n s t i t u e n t s i n b e r

p r o t r a n s g e n d o r agendas. L o f g r e n

has b e c n o f l e r e s u p p o r t e r o f

t r a n s g e n d e r r igh ts a n d g o n d e r af-

€ r m i n g c a r e , w h i c h w a s p l e a s i n g
to the w e a l t h y l i b e r a l e l i tes o f h a r

p r e v i o u s d i s t r i c t If w a s so p l e a s i n g

to th is c r o w d tha t thay a p p l a u d e d

h e r v e r b a l a t tack o n a m e m b e r of

t he U n i t e d States C o m m i s s i o n o n

C i v i l Rights, G a i l H e r i o t , f o r b a i n g

a n ? igno ran t b igot? w h e n H e r i o t

test i f ied b e f o r e the H o u s e of Rep-
resenta t ives . D u r i n g h e r tes tumo-

ny, H e r l o t e x p r e s s e d o p p o s i t i o n t o

the O b a m a a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s d i r e c -

t ive o n t r a n s g e n d e r students? u s e

of res t rooms, w h i c h u r g e s p u b l i c

schoo l d i s t r i c t s n a t i o n w i d e t o al-

l o w t r a n s g e n d e r s t u d e n t s to u s e
the b a t h r o o m tha t m e i c h e s t h e i r

g e n d e r i d e n t i t y

L o t g r o n c u t Hertot?s u -e t imony oll,

u s i n g h e r b o o m i n g m i c r o p h o n e to

blast her
?TI U u n k y o u r e n bagut,

Jady. 1 t h i n k y o u ' r e a n i g n o r a n t

bigot?
L o f g r e n t h e n c o n t i n u e d

19 l o c t u r e H e r i o t T v s go t to say.
I f o u n d [ t h i s t e s i i m o n y ) r a t h e r o l

fens ive , a n d { says l o m e tha t t he

w i t n o s s r e a l l y d o e s n ' t k n o w any-

t h i n g a n d p r o b a b l yh a s n e v e r m e t
fn t r a n s g e n d e r c h u d w h o ts g u i n g

t h r o u g i t i n a l m o s t e v e r y case, o

v e r y d i f i c u l t e x p e r l e n c e f i n d i n g

themse lves .?

W h i l e Lolgren?s o u t r a g e

w a s a p p l a u d e d b y l i be ra l s , th is

w a s no t t h e case a m o n g m o r e
c o n s e r v a t i v e m i n d e d p e o p l e w h o

c o n s i d e r e d h e r a t t a c k o n Her to t ,

a n a c c o m p l i s h e d i s w p ro fesso r

a n d c i v i l r i g h t s a t to rney , to b e

r u d e , unca l l ed f o r and o u t o f t o u c h

w i t h the v i e w s o f m a n y A m e r i

cans .

A c c o r d i n gt o V o x .? W h i l e

T o s t L a t i n o s r a n k e dt h e e c o n o m y

@s a top m i d t e r m p r i o r i t y . t h e l r

o p i n i o n s o n e b o r u i o n a n d L O B T Q
A m e r i c a n s w e r e m u c h m o r e va r

led. V o x ' s r e p o r t i n g u l t i m a t e l y

c o n c l u d e d tha t c u r r e n t l y " F e w e r

?than h a l f o f L a t i n o s s a y tha t same-

sax m a r r i a g e a n d n o c e p t a n c e af

t r a n s g e n d e r p e o p l e a r e ?good f o r

s o c i e t y ?

S u p p o r t f o r LGBTQ a n d

wrans r i g h t s Is a l s y m u c h l e w

p o p u l a r w h e n i c o m e s t o o l d e r

g e n e r a t i o n s o f L a t i n o s a n d w o r k :

i n g c l a s s L a t i n o tami f ies , oom-

p a r o d t o t h o y o u n g L a t i n o so f G a n -

e r a t i o n X Ab i g c h u n k o f Lo tg ran?s
n e w v o t e r s a r e w o r k i n g - c l a s sf a m -

i e s , W h o mught n o t a p p r e c i a t e

L o i g r e n p u s h i n gp r o t r a n s g e n d e r

v a l u e s tha t t h e y l a r g e l y b e l i e v e

a r e n o t g o o d f o r soc ie ty .

?WiiLolyren?sal lagianos
00 fanleft tbera l values put her at

o d d s w i t h h e r newu n f a m i l i a rt e r .

t o ry?
O n t h e M a r c h6 p r o m a r y ,

w e w i i l s e e w h a t t h e v o t e r s o f D i s -

t r i c t 1 8 t r u l y a t a n d f o r .

Fact:L o f g r e nvotedagainsta
Houseresolutionexpressing
t h e s e n s eo f Congress
condemning recent attacks
on pro-lifefacilities, groups,

andc h u r c h e s(Jan11, 2023)

I n t e g r a t e d D o w n t o w n W e s t
r r rememcman mone momemrmeneans a a n g mmr N a

a r VN
e s4 ¥
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LOFGREN HAS PRIORITIZED

PARTISAN POLITICS OVER

THE LATINO COMMUNITY

L o f g r e n is d i s c o n n e c t e d f r o m the d is t r ic t , s p e n d i n g m o s t o f

h e r t i m e a n d l i fe i n Wash ing ton , DC. Outs ide o f the e lec t ion

eycle, she is r a r e l y s e e n in t h e d is t r i c t .

R e p . Z o e L o i g r a n h a s b e e n i n elect-
e d o f f i ce f o r m o r e t h a n 4 4 y e a r s ,

h a v i n g s e r v e d o n t h e Santa C l a r a

C o u n t y B o a r d of S u p e r v i s o r s for

f o u r t e e n y e a r s , b e f o r e s e r v i n g

i n C o n g r e s s f o r n e a r l y 3 0 y e a r s .

S h e r u p r e s e n t s a m a j o r i t y - L a t i n o

dhotr ict , @ c o m m u n i t y tha t feels a s

t h u u g h t h e y d e s e r v e rep resen ta -

t u n tha t p r i o n t i z e s t h e i r i n t e r e s t s

a b o v e p a r t i s a n s h i p a n d p o l i t i c a l

Rep. L o i g r e n i s a left ist

f i r e b r a n d- a m e m b e ro f t h e B a y

A r e a s q u a d l e d b y S p e a k e rE m e r

( t a N a n o y P e l o s i t h a t a g e d q u i c k l y

i n t o t h e p a r t y e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,w i t h

the m o n t e d b a c k i n go f B i g T e c h .

S h e 1s w i d e l y k n o w n a s a n e o t P o -

Rep. Z o e

L o f g r e n is the
C h a i r o f t he

C a l i f o r n i a
c o n g r e s s i o n a l

de lega t i on .

jos i 's t o p ?enforcers, c a r n i n g h e r
p o w e r f u l p o s i t i o n s e s R a n k i n g

M e m b e r o f t he S c i e n c e a n d Tech-

n o l o g y C o m m i t t e e , a n d the sec-
o n d m o s t s e n i o r m e m b e r o f t he

a l l - p o w e r f u l J u d i c i a r y Commuttee.

A s euch, L o f g r e n natu-

r a l l y p r i o r i t i z e s Pelost's p a r t i s a n

p o l i t i c a l g a m e s o v e r t h e w o r k i n g
c l a s s M e x i c a n A m e r i c a n c o n s t t -

u e n c y tha t has b e e n i n S a n Jose
s ince b e f o r e C a l i f o r n i a w a s t n the

U n i t e d States.

D e s p i t e s e r v i n g as tha

C h a r of t he J u d i d a r y S u b c o m m i t -

t ee o n I m m i g r a t i o n , B o r d e r Secu-

r i ty , C i t i zensh ip , a n d Refugees, she

h a s fa f led to a d d r e s s the h u m a n i -

t a r i a n a n d n a t i o r i a l s e c u r i t y c r i s i s

o n the s o u t h e r n b o r d e r

L o f g r e n h a d the o p p o r -

t u n i t y t o w o r k w i t h f i v e d i f f e ren t

p r e s i d e n t s to s e c u r e the b o r d e r
a n d f x t h e b r o k e n i m m i g r a t i o n

sys tem. Instead, she has p r i o r -

( t i zed far- lef t p o l i t i c s a n d r e t u s e d

to w o r k oacrdgs the p a r t y a is lo

e v e r yt i m e t h a t t h e r e w a s a n o p e n -

i n g to d o so. Lotgren?s p o l i t i c k i n g
o n theb o r d e r c r i s i s h a s ,i n m a n y

ways , c r e a t e d the u n p r e c e d e n t e d
h u m a n i t a r i a n c r i s i s tha t w e face

today.

Lotgren voted against
the Border Secunty Bul of 2006
Lolgren voted against the Secure
Fence Act of 2006 Lofgren vot-

ed against the immigration Act
of 2008, which was a bipartisan
comprehenave immigration r e

f o r m p lan b e i n g a d v a n c e d b y

Pres iden t G e o r g e W B u s h Lot-

g r e n v o t e d against ithe B o r d e r

S e c u n t y a n d I m m i g r a t i o n R e f o r m
Aat o f 2018

L o f g r e n has b e e n n o

f r i e n d to i m m i g r a n t s - e v e n v o t i n g

a g a i n s t h u m a n i t a r i a n ass is tance

f o r m i g r a n t s at t he b o r d e r Lof-

g r e n v o t e d a g a i n s t e m e r g e n c y

a p p r o p r i a t i o n s t o p r o v i d e h u m a n -

i t a r l a n assis tance to m i g r a n t s at

t he s o u t h e r n b o r d e r , t he Emer -

g e n c y S u p p l e m e n t a l A p p r o p r i a -
i o n s f o r H u m a n i t a r f a n A s s i s t a n c e

a n d S e c u r i t y at t he S o u t h e r n Bor -

d e r Act of 2 0 1 9 (@/26/19) L o f g r e n

v o t e d a g a i n s t the U n d o c u m e n t e d

I m m i g r a n t E m e r g e n c y M e d i c a l

Ass i s tance ley i s la t i on b e l n g con-
s i d e r e d in 2 0 0 4 . -

Loigren twice voted
against Immigration Reform legis.
lation that was being considered
in 1986

In r e c e n t w e e k s , y o u n g

a v u v i s t s a n d l e a d e r s In S a n Jose's

h i s t o r i a «Latino n e i g h b o r h o o d s

h a v e b e e n r i a i n g u p to m o b i l i z e

a g a i n s t Z o e L o f g r e n t o ous t h e r at

t he ba l l o t box , T h e a c t i v i s i s a r e

d e e p l y c o n c e r n e d a b o u t Loigren?s

f@ent icen s u p p o r t of A ig T e c h .

w h i c h has t r a n s l a t e d i n t o a r e l e n t

l e x s g e n t r i f l e a b o no l t hec i t y ? s m o s t

T a r g i n a l i z e d popu la t i ons .

M o r g a n Hil l C h r y s l e r D o d g e J e e p R a m

e e e C g J e e p m a n

Watsonville Mayor Rebecca
Garcia tells voters to back
Charlene Concepcion Nijmeh

Before R e b e c c a G a r c i a se rved as M a y o r o f W a t e o r r i l l e , CA, she se rved s s

a Cl ty C o u n c i l m e m b e r , as a Trustee o n Gabr i l io C o l l e g e ' s g o v e r n i n g b o a r d

for 2 0 y e a r s . S h e c h a l r e d the W a t s o n v i l l e H o u s i n g T a s k Force I n the e a r -

ty 1 9 9 0 ' s , l e a d i n g t o an I n c l u s i o n a r y h o u s i n g o r d i n a n c e , a c c o m o d a t i n g
a f f o r d a b l e h o u s i n g d e v e l o p m e n t . Now, she te r a l l y i n g t h e c o m m u n i t y

s r o u n d t h e c o n g r e s s i o n a l c a n d i d a c y of C h a r l e n e C o n c e p c l é n N i j m e h .

W a t s o n v i l l e M a y o r R e b e c c a G a r
c ia has e n d o r s e d the c a n d i d a c y

of T r i b a l C h a i r w o m a n C h a r l e n e

C o n c e p c i o n N i f m e h f o r Cong ress ,

in h e r b i d to u n s e a t t he en-

t r e n c h e d [ o n g u m e I n c u m b e n t ,

R e p Z o e L o f g r e n

Garcia's endorsement
comes as Nijmoh has been sun:
ing in imernal campaign polling

and Lotyren has face] a barrage
of scrugny over her poor perfor
manoe on issues that are unpor

tant {o voters in the district, par-

t icularly rewarding the housing
affordability orisis, homelessneas,
and Lolyren?s relusal to regulate

Big Toch platforms for ther rote in
the human tratticking epidemuo,

?The voice of the people
ls being heard by Charlene She is

ready to address these issues in
Congress.? Mayor Garcia says.

The Latino vote in the

18th congressional distr icts email
clues ~ like Watsonville, Hollister,

Ciiroy, Solextad, and King C i y -

are likely to decide the race Sall-

Tuan Nguyen, Chairman of the
Asian American National Committee
endorses Nijmeh?s bid for Congress

T u a n N g u y e n , t he i n f u e n t a l
C h a r m a n of t he A s t a n A m e r i o a n

N a t i o n a l C o m m i t t e e has e n d o r s e d

the c o n g r e s s i o n a l c a n d i d a c y o f

C h a r l e n e Concepcidén Ni jmeh.

N g u y e n , w h o i s a V i -

e t n a m e s e A m e r i c a n b a s e d i n

O r a n g e Coun ty . w h e r e a v i b r a n t
V i e m a m e s e c o m m u n i t y is f n a l -

ly f i n d i n g its f o o t i n g i n A m e r i c a n

po l i t i cs In the 4 6 t h c o n g r e s s i o n a l

d i s t r i c t . In tha t d i s t r i c t , M i c h e l l e

Steel i s b e i n g c h a l l e n g e d b y D e r e k

Tran .

Nguyen has long wanted
t o seeSan Jose's Vielnamese com.

Munity organize to assert its po-
lldcal influence. In fact, San Jose

has the largest concentration of

Vietnamese people in the United.
States, which i s n o t w ide ly known

?1 heave = personally
known a n d been af r i e n do f Char .

l e n e f o r manyy e a r s .Chairwoman
N i j m e hIs a dedicated, passionate,
and pr inc ip led leader, leading

worthy causea in defending jus-
thoe andequal i ty i n t h e b e s t ways
t h a t she oan.? Nguyon wr i t es . ?She

ls a true and honest tender who
?weoan counto n i n thesechalleng-
i n g t imes |a s ka l l C a l i f o r n i a n st o
f o l n me t n suppo r t i ngC h a i r w o r -
an N i j m e h candidacy for Con-

Breesi n C a l i f o r n i a ' s18thdistr ict?
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National Human Trafficking
and Slavery Prevention Month

? T h e m o n t h e f J a n u a r y h a s b e e n d e s i g n a t e db y t h e W h i t e H o u s e a a N e -

t o n a l H u m a n T r a f f i c k i n g and S l a v e r y P r e v e n t i o n M o n t h . M l i t l o n s o f w o m

@m, m e n a n d ch i l d ren a r o u n d t h e w o r l d a r e s u b j e c t e d t o fo r ced l a b o r ,

d o m e s t i c s e r v i t u d e , o r t h e nex t r a d e at t he h a n d s of h u m a n t r a f f i c h e r a . A

f o n n of m o d e m - d a y s lavery , t he i n h u m a n e p r a c t i c e o f h u m a n t r a f f i c k i n g :

t a k e sp l a c eh e r e In t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a s w e i l .

H u m a n t rmf f iok ing Is one of t ha

M o s t h e i n o u s c r i m e si n v e s t i g a t e d

b y ICE.I n t t s w o r s t man i fes ta t ian ,

h u m a n t r a f f i c k i n gi s a l d nt o m o d -

a m - d a y s l a v e r yT h a ya r e f o r c e d
+I n t o p r o s t i t u t i o n , i n v o l u n t a r y l a b o r

?ando t h e r f o r m e o f s e r v i t u d et o r o -

p a y d e b t s - o f t e n i n c u r r e dd u r i n g
e n t r y i n t o t h e U n i t e d S u i t e s .

ICE r e c o g n i z e s tha t se-

v e r e c o n s e q u e n c e s af h u m a n

T h e a v e r a g ea g e a t e a n .

e n t e r s t h e s o x r e d eI n t h e U Si s 1 3

t o 1 4 y e a r s a l d . M a n y v i c t i m sa r e

r u n a w a y g i r i s w h o w e r e s e x u a l l y

b u s e da s c h i l d r e n .I n 2 0 1 8 , T h e

N a t i o n a l H u m a n T r a f f i c k i n g H o t .

U n e r e c e i v e dm o r ec a l l s f r o m C a i -

i f a r n i a t h a n a n y o t h e r s t a t e i n t h e

U S , f o l l o w e db y T e x a s a n d F l o r i d a ,

t r a f f i c k i n gi s 1 2 y e a r s o l d I f t h e
v i e d i s a m a i n o r , n o f o r c e , f r a u d ,

o r c o e r c i o ni s n e c e s s a r y t o p r o v e

q a f f i c k i n g .A n y y o u t h u n d e r t h e

a g e o f 1 8 w h o i s i n v o l v e di n a com
I n e r c i a l s e x a c t I s c o n s i d e r e dt o b e

av i c t i mo f t r a f f i c k i n g

S e x t r a f f i c k e r s p r e y o n

v u l n e r a b l e p e o p l e , e s p e c i a l l y

y o u n g p e o p l e , a n d o f t e n t u r e t h e m

w i t h p r o m i s e so f p r o t e c t i o n , l o v e ,

cor a c i v e n t u r e .T h e y o f t e n c o n t a c t

p o t e n t i a l v i c t i m s t h r o u g h soo la l

m e d i a o f a p p r o a c ht h e m a t c l u b s

«andb a r a , atschoo l i n minis, in
m e t r o stat ions.? *

Labor trafficking in-
cfudess i t u a t i o n so f deb t bondage,

forced labor, and Involuntary chi ld
l a b o r . Commontypeso f labor raf-
Gcking Include people forced to

w o r k inhomosa s d o m o s t i os e r v -

a n t sa n d f a c t o r y workersh e l d i n .
inhumane c o n d u o n s withLit t le t o
inop a y .

Viotims of human traf

ficking are often afraid to come
f o r w a r d a n d unablet o leave t ra f :

f i c k o r sb e c a u s eo f t r auma ,phys i -
c a l v i o l e n c e ,f e a r o f harm t o t h e i r

t a m i l i e s ,hav ingnowheree l s e t o
0 . o r ad i s t r u s to f su tho r i t y Og-

ures.
A s b o t h a g r a v e c r i m e

a n d s h u m a n r i g h t s abuse, i t c o m -

p r o m i s e s n a t i o n a l a n c e c o n o m i c

s e c u r t t y , u n d e r m i n e s t h e r u l e o f

l a w , a n d h a r m s the w e l l - b e i n g

o f i n d i v i d u a l s a n d c o m m u n i t i e s

e v e r y w h e r e . I t i s a c r i m eo f e x -

p l o i t a t i on . T r a f f i c k e r s p r o f i t a t t h e

e x p e n s e o f t h e i r v i c t i m s b y c o m -

P e l l i n g t h e m to p e r f o r ml a b o r o r

t o e n g a g ei n c o m m e r c i a ls e x i n

e v e r y r e g i o na f t h e U n i t e d States
a n d a r o u n d the w o r l d . H u m a n

t r a f f i c k e r sp r e y o n p e o p l e o f a l l

f g e s , b a c k g r o u n d s ,a n d n a t i o n a l l -
t i e s , e x p l o i t i n gt h e m f o r t h e i r o w n .

p ro f i t .

T r a f f i c k e r s c o m p e l v i o -

d imat o angagei n c o m m e r c i a ls e x

a n d t o w o r ki n b o t h l e g a l a n d i l i o -
i t i n d u s t r i e sa n d s e c t o r , i n c l u d i n g

hosp i ta l i t y , t r a v e l i n gs a l e sc r e w s ,

a g r i c u l t u r e , j a n i t o r i a l s e r v i c e s ,

c o n s t r u c t i o n , l a n d s c a p i n g ,r e s t a u -

r a n t s , f a c t o r i e s ,c a r e f o r p e r s o n s

w i t h d i sab i l i t i es , s a l o n serv ices ,

m a s s a g e p a r i o r s , r e t a i l s a r v i c e s ,
f a i r s a n d c a r n i v a l s , p e d d l i n g a n d

e e e e e e n e d o n e ,
r e l i g i o u s i ns t i t u t i ons ,

G n d c a r o , a n d d o m e s t i c w o r k

¢

T h e S o u t hB a y C h r o n i c l e | 1

Laura Mullen?s story of surviving trafficking
inspires her work to help others

| w a e o n t h e s t r e e t s f o r s l x y e a r s .
1 w a e t r a f f i c k e d by m u l t i p l e p e e

p l e w h o t o c k a d v a n t a g e o f a d r u g

a d d i c t i o n | h a d deve loped , They

w o u l d i n t e n t i o n a l l y m a k e m e s i c k

a n d use d r u g s t o t o r t u r e m e unt i l |

d i d w h a t they w a n t e d . O n c e , | w a s

f o r c e d t o p e r f o r m s a x a c t s w i t h

m u t t i p l e m e m b e r s o f M S - 1 3 w h i l e

t h e y t h r e a t e n e d me w i t h a n axe

a n d k n i f e , Even a f t e r t h a t , I d i d n o t

a v e r c o n s i d e r c a l i l n g t h e po l i ce .

N o w , | w o r k w i t h o t h e r v i c t i m sa n d

i o w t h a t t h e r e a r e l a w e n f o r c e -

m e n t a g e n c i e s a n d of f i ce rs who.

a r e c o m m i t t e dt o p r o t e c t i n g v i c -

t i m s a n d s u r v i v o r sa f h u m a n t r a f

f i c k i n g .B u t b a c k t h e n ,t h e p o l i c e
h a d n e v e r d o n e a n y t h i n gt o e a r n

m y t r u s t o r r e s p e c t .O n e t o l d m e

? Y o ua r e n o t &p r o d u c t i v em e m b e r

o f society.? Even i f t h e y c o u l dh a v e

h e l p e d , c o p sh a d a l w a y s m a d em e

f e e l b a d a b o u t m y s e l f . T o m a , I was .

l i v i n g i n m y w o r s t n i g h t m a r eb u t

e v e n t h e n , t h e c o p s w e r et h e b o o -

g@eman. T h e y h a r a s s e d m e a n d

f o l l o w e d m e a r o u n d b o c a u s e of

t h i n g s t h a t t h e y t h o u g h t m y t a r n i l y

m e m b e r sh a d d o n e .

W h i l e i n j a i o n a d r u g - r e -

l a t e d c h a n g e ,t h e p o l t o s h o u n d e d .

m e t o r e p o r tm y t r a f f i c k e r .T h e y

h a d r e c o g n i z e dm e f r o mm y t i m e

o n t h e s t r e e t sa n d w e r e t r y i n g t o

p r o s e c u t e m y t ra f f i c ke r A t that

m o m e n t ,I r e f u g o d t o h e l p t h e n |

t o l d t h a m !h a d n o i d e a w h a t t h e y

w e r e t a l k i n g a b o u t B e c a u s ea l t h a t

m o m e n t ,m y t r a f f i c k e r w a si n j a i l

w i t h m e . H a h a d o t h e rg i r i s w h o

c o u l d h a r m me. I w a s c o n v i n c e d

a n d a f r a i d t h a ti f ] t a l k e d , s o m e o n e

w o u l d h u r t m e o r w o r s e |f e l t s o

t r a p p e d ;t h e p o l i c e w a n t e d t o g e t

m e a n d m y t r a f f i c k e rw a n t e dt o

g e t m e .
S o m e o n e f r o m E m p o w -

e r m e n tC o l l a b o r a t i v eo f L o n g I s -

l a n d c a m e t o s e e m ew h i l e I w a si n

j a i l . T h e ys h o w e d me t h a t Id i d n ' t

h a v e t o g o b a c kt o t h e s t r e e t s , t h a t

Thado t h e ro p t i o n s a n dt h a t ! h a d

h o p e . I w e n t t h r o u g h t h e i r p r o

g r a m whon I g o t o u t o f j a i l ,g o t o n

a p a r t m e n t w i t h the l r help, a n d b e

g e n t r a u m a t h e r a p y .
T i t i k b a c k tot h e k i n e o f

s t a t o ] w a s i n t h e n . I f s o m e o n eh a d

sald, y o u h a v e tw p r o v i d e i n f o r m a :

t i o n t o t h ep o l i c e i f y o u w a n tt o g o t

ha lp , | w o u l d h a v e n e v e r go t t en

h e l p . | w o u l d h a v e c a n t i n u e dt r y -

ing t o make i t o n m y o w n , b e c a u s e
the r i s k of m y t r a l f i c k e r h u r t i n g

m e o r g e t t i n g s o m e o n et o f i n d m a

w o s j u s t t ooh i g h . T h e p o l i c e h a d

n e v e r p r o t e c t e d m a befo re , h o w
c o u l d Jt r u s t t h a t I w o u l d b e s a f e i f

r e p o r t e d m y s i t u a t i o n t o t h e m ? In

t h e m a m e n ty o u r e a c h ou t f o r h e l p ,

y o u ' r e t h i n k u n ga b o u th o w y o u ' r e

B o i n g tos a t , h o w y o u r e g o i n g t o

g a t s h o e s t o w e a r I f s o m e o n es a y s

t h a t e v e r y t h i n gw i l l b e r e p o r t e d t o

t h e p o l i c e , t h e n y o u ' v e g o tt o t h i n k

abou t , ? O hm a n , w h a t i f t h e p o l i c e

t r y t o Lindm e ,t o t a l kt o me??T h a t ' s

j u s t t o o much t o t h i n k a b o u t w h e n

y o u ' r et r y i n gt o s u r v i v e .
T n o w w o r kf o r E m p o w -

e r m e n t C o l l a b o r a t t v e of L o n g

{ s l a n d a s the S u r v i v o r A d v i s o r y

B o a r d C o - F o u n d e ra n dP r e s i d e n t .
U w o r kc l o s e l yw i t h t a w e n f o r e e -

m e n t n o w a n d w e h a v e 3 4 p a r t n e r

agenc ies , i n c l u d i n gH S I , l o c a l t r a f -

f i c k i n g u n i t , a n d ICE. Ia m o n - c a l l

2 4 / 7 i f t h e r e ' s g o i n g t o b e ar a i d a t
a w o r k s i t eo r h o t e l , t h e y c a l ) m e

a n d 1s h o w u pw i t h t h e m | t a l k t o

a n y o n e I m e e t a n d e x p l a i nw h a t

r e s o u r c e s a r e ava i lab le . W h e n |

w a s on t h e s t r e e t s , I fe l t s o a l o n e

a n d s o n o w [t r y t o m a k e s u r e n o

o n e f e e l st h a t w a y .

M a n y o f m y c l i e n t sh a v e

t h e s a m e c o n c e r n s| d i d .F o r t h o s e

w h o a r e u n d o c u m e n t e d ,t h e i r f e a r

o f t h e p o l i c e I s e v a n g r e a t e r .Onoe,

HSI w a s c a l l e d d o w n t o a ho te l

w h a r e t h e h o t e l o w n e r sw e r e t a k :

i n g b r i b e s f r o m t ra f f i cke rs . O n e
w o m a n It a l k e d t o t h e r e r e f u s e d

a l l he lp f r o m t h ep o l l e e , even f o o d .
S h e t o l d m e t h a t s h e h a d e s c a p e d

g a n g v i o l e n c ei n E l S a l v a d o r a n d

e v e n t h o u g h h e r s i t u a t i o n h e r e

?wasb a d , s h e w o u l dn e v e r g o b a c k

t o E} Sa lvador . A n o t h o r w o m a n I

w o r k e d w i t h c a m e f r a m H o n d u

fas. H e r t r a f i c k o r h a d p r o m i s e d

h a r ap l a c e t o l i v e a n c ag o o d l l e

b i s t ead , o h o g u t e n c l e s s domes u e
w o r k a n d f e a r H e r t r a f f i c k e rt o t d

b e r t h a t I f s h e e v e r l e f t h i s h o u s e ,

b e c k to H o n d u r a s .S h e d i d n o t

s t e p f o o to u t o f t h e p r o p e r t yf o r
t w o a n d ah a l ly e a r s ,

T h o u g h w e m a y n o t

a g r e ew i t h h o wv i o t i m ea n d s u r

v i v o r s o f t e ns e e l a w e n f o r c a r v e n t .

t h a t i s t h e r e a l i t y t h e y l i v e i n

? T h e r e i s s o m u c h f e a r a n d c o n f u -

s t o n F e a r o f d e p o r t a t i n n ,f o a r o f

r e t a l i a t i o n ,f e a r t o r t h e s a f o t y o f

o u r s e l v e sa n d o u r f a m i l i e a . V e r y

f e w p o o p i e u n d e r s t a n d t h e i r

N o w , w h e n 1 w o r k w i t h

v i c t i m s a n d s u r v i v o r s , m y a n l y

g o a l i s t o g e t r e s o u r c e st o h e l p t h a t

p e r s o n . I t e l l t h e m , ? Y o u h a v e a
c h o i c e . ? Y o u c a n c h o o s ah o w y o u

w a n t t o g o a b o u t y o u r h e a l i n g a n d

y o u c a n a h o o s et h e h e l p y o u w a n t .

J a m h e r e t o s u p p o r ty o u .Y o u d e -

c i d e i f a n d w h e n y o u a r e r e a d y t o

T e p o r ty o u r s i t u a t i o n .
T v e h e l p e dt o t r a i n6 0 0 0

c o m m u n i t y m e m b e r s , I ' v e s p o -

k e n a t i n t e r n a t i o n a ls y m p o s i u m s ,

b e e n f e a t u r e di n n e w s p a p e r s , a l l

b e c a u s e | w a n t t o e d u c a t e o u r

c o m m u n i t y . | w a n t t o e m p o w e r

p e o p l e t o k n o w w h a t k i n d o f h a l p
i s a v a i l a b l at o t h e m , s o t h a t t h a y

o a n m e k e g o o d dec i s i ons , R igh t

n o w , | am a d v o c a t i n gf o r t h e im-

m u n i t y h i l ) i n N e w YorkS t a t et h a t

w o u l d m a k e s u r ep e o p l e w i l l n o t

b e c h a r g e d w i t h p r o s t i t u t i o n if
t h e y a r e v i c t i m e / w i t n e e s e s of a

c r i m a 1 a m a l s o w o r k i n gt o m a k e

t h i s f e d e r a l l w .

LaureDadian serveson theSurviver Advieary

Beard, and bsits C o - F e u n i o rom President.
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For James Evans, self-realization was key to surviving trafficking experience
U Y JAMESEVANS

G r o w i n gu p I n as m a l l , M i d w e e t -

e m t o w n w a s n o t e e s y f o r a c h i l d

U k e m e . From a v e r y y o u n g age, ¢

k n e w } w a s d i f f e r e n t .| a l s o k n e w

t h a t b e i n g d i f f e r e n t- b e i n g g a y -

tn m y h o m e t o w nw a s n o t z c c e p t -

- a b l e . M y s o l u t i o nw a s t o h i d em y
a u t h e n t i cs e l f a n d t r y t o b e c o m e

t h e p e r s o n t h a t o t h e r s w a n t e d m e

t e b e , h o p i n g e v e n t u a i t yt h a t t h e

n e w ? p e r s o n a ? w o u l d e v e n t u a l l y

s n u f f o u t t h e p a r t o f m e t h a t | w a s

u n e i l i i n gt o s c c e p t .

1 was l iv ing i n a do rm rooma t e

c o l l e g e tha t I hadgot teni n t oa f t e r
p e a s i n gt h e GEDexam. I waso n l y
t h e r e b e a m u s e| neededa p l a c e
t o s leep. | waso n s c a d a m i cp r o -
?ba t ion .a n d | k n e w m y d a y s t h e r e
w e r e n u m b e r e d . T h e m a n t o l d

m e | h e d o t h e r o p t i o n s .H e w o u l d

t e a c h m e h o w t o d o m a s s a g et h e r -

Thad n o othar chotos. I sa idy e e ,

H e p e i d f o r m y t a i n

t i c k e t a n d [ m o t h i m i n C h i c a g o .

W h a n I a r t i v e d ,t h e r e w e r e o t h e r

T e n t h e r e whoa l s o t r a v e l e dw i t h

h i m . T h e y w e r e n o t m a s s a g et h e r -

a p i s t a .T h e y w e r e e s c o r i s .I w a s

told t h a i I c o u i d d o m a s s a g e- b u t
1 c o u l d m a k e m u c hm o r e m o n e y

i f I h a d s e x w i t h t h e c l i a n t a T h e

m o n e y t h a t w e m a d e w o u l d t h e n

b e p o o l e d t o g e t h e rt o p a y f o r t h e

f i g h t s , a d v e r t i s e m e n t sa n d h o t e l

a c c o m m o d a t i o n s .i f t h e r e w a sa n y

m o n e y l e f t a f t e r t h a t , I w a s t o l d

T w o u l dg e t a c u t i c o u l d m a k e

m o r e i f | b e l p a d r e c r u i t g u y s f o r

t h e n i g h t l y l i v e w e b c a ms h o w a

E v e r y c o u p l e o f d a y s , w e w o u l d
b o o k a h o t e l I n a n o t h e rp a r t o f

. t h e c o u n t r y .B e f o r e w e g o t o n t h e

l a m e ,w e w o u l d b o o k af u l l d a yo f

e s c o r t c i i e n t si n t h a t n e w a l t y .

It h o u g h tI was i n contrat,
Tthought I wesm a k i n gthese d e -

c ia iona |thought t h i s manwan ted
w h a t wasbest f o r msa n d wan ted

t o h a l p m e . Rn e v e r c r o s s e dm y
imind that | was being used as

?ba i t ,havingu n p r o t e c t e ds e xw i t h
c o u n t l e s smenf o r HISp r o f i t .

A l t houghh u n d r e d s a n d
h u n d r e d so f do l la rs werehanded

over t o t h i s mani n a g i v e nd a y I

w a s o n l y g i v e n @ n o u g h m o n e y

t o b u y f o o d . A f t e r o n e a f t h e o t h -

e r g u y s i n t r o d u c e dm e t o c r y s t a l
m e t h . | b e c a m e c o n s u m e d .I t w a s

t h e o n l y t h i n g t h a t c o u l d g e t m e

t h r o u g ht h i s . | b e c a m e a s h e l l -
d e t a c h e df r o m a l l e m o t i o n . I n o

L r e p l a y e dt h e s e e v e n t s o v e r a n d

o v e r a n d o v e r i n m y m i n d . L i e a

p r i s o n e rb e i n g f o r c e d t o w a t c h h i s

n i g h t m a r e so n a l o o p . E v e r yd a y

w a s t h e s a m e .E v e nt h o u g h t i m e

t o o v e df o r w a r d ,1w a s s t i l l l i v i n g

a d h d a y i n t h e p e s t { w a s s t u c k

a n d u n a h l et o move f o r w a r d .

T h e n s o m e t h i n gm i r a c -

w o u s h a p p e n e d .I n t h e d a p t h so f

m y d e s p a i r ,a s t r a n g e r f o u n d m e

b r o k e n , b e a t e n d o w n a n d a f r a i d ,

o n t h e s t r e e t s a n d took m e t o t h e

h o s p i t a l 1 w a s g i v e n [ V Quids ,

s o m e f o o d a n d a n o p p o r t u n i t yt o

g o t o d r u g a n d a l c o h o l r e h a b i l i t e -

d o n . | a g r e e dt o g o b e c a u s e| n e e d -

e d 2p l a c e t o s l e e p a n d f o o d t o e a t .

( w a s s i c k a n d t i r e d o f e a t i n g j e f t -

o v e r i p o d f r o m ( r a s h c a n so n t h e

t r e e t . | w a s t o o t i r e d t o f i g h t l i f e

a n y m o r e ,

? T h i s w a s t h e b e g i n n i n g

o f t h e r o a d t o m y r e c o v e r y .S u l

t o r t u r e d b y t h e t r a u m a a f m y p e s t ,
L w r e s t l e dd r u g s a n d a l c o h a l f o r

m a r y m o r e y e a r s . | t r u l y b e l i e v e d

t h a t n o o n e e l s eh a d e x p e r i e n c e d

? w h a t | h a de x p e r i e n c e d ,I d i d n o t

t h i n k tha t a n y o n e c o u l d u n d e r

s t a n d a n d t h a t I w o u l d h a v e t o l i v e

? w i t h t h e p a i n f o r t h e r e s i o f m y

l l e . I h a d I s o l a t e d m y s e l fa n d w a s

a l r a i d o f e v e r y o n e| d i d n o t t r u s t

a n y o n e b e c a u s e| k n e we v e r y o n e

? w a n t e d s o m e t h i n gf r o m m a . T h e n ,

i n l a t e 2 0 1 7 , | s t u m b l e du p o nt h e

P o l a r i s P r o j e c t .

?When Iread t h r o u g ht h e

survivort e s t i m o n i a l s ,| heardm y
s t o r y . Ir e a l i z e dI wesn o t a l o n e

T h e r e w a s a n a m ef o r w h a t | h a d

e x p e r i e n c e d . | h a d e x p e r i e n c e d

s e x t r a f f i c k i n gF o r 9 0 l o n g [ h a d

d e n i e d t h i s t r u t h b e c a u s e i t d i d n ? t

f i t t h e n a r r a t i v et h a t I h a d b e e n

t o l d a b o u t s e x t r a f f i c k i n g . W h e n
I r e a d t h e s t o r i e sa n d i d e n t i f i e d

?w i th t h e o t h e r e u r v i v o r s ,| f o u n d

B o c e p t a n c e a n d w a s w i l l i n g t o

f i n d as o l u t i o n .I w a s t i r e d a f f e a l -

i n g h e i p l e s sa n d s t u c k , s o I t o o k

a c t i o n . Ip i c k e d u p t h e p h o n e a n d
1c a l l e d t h e N a t i o n a lH u m a n T r a l -

f l o k i n gH o t l i n e .

| n o l o n g e r l i v e i n m y

t r a u m a !{ c h o o s e t o l v e I n m y

s t r e n g t h .I h a v e r e c e n t l y c e l e b r a i -

e d t h r e e y e a r s a l s o b r i s t y .I a m e o

P r o u d o f m y r e c o v e r ya n d m y d e -

s i r e t o L I V E . Iw e n t b a c k t o s c h o o l

a n d b e c a m ea c e r t i f i e dm a s s a g e

w h a n I o p e n e d I t 1 r e a l i z e d t h i n g s

h a d g o n e f u l l c i r c l e a n dt h a l | h a d

M a d e s o m e t h i n g b e u t i f u l o u t o f

m y p e s t .

i
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TRIBAL CHAIRWOMAN?S LIFE ST

INSPIRES NATIVE AMERICAN CC

Charlene Nijmeh has served as Chairwoman
of the Muwekma Ohione Tribe for the fast
five years, reinvigorating the Tribe's 40-plus
year struggle to affirm its federal status. The
Tribe was previously federally recognized and

was never terminated by an Act of Congress.
One hundred percent of its members descend

from that previously recognized Tribe.

C h a r l e n e N i j m e h has s e r v e d a s

C h a l r w o m a n o f t h e M u w e k m a

Ohtone Tr ibe f o r t he l a s t f i v e y e a r s ,

r e i n v i g o r a t i n g t h e Tribe?s 4 0 - p l u s

y e a r s t r u g g l e t o a f f i r m I ts f e d e r a l
s t a t u s . T h e T r i b e w a s p r e v i o u s l y

f e d e r a l l y r e c o g n i z e d a n d w a s nev-

e r t e r m i n a t e d by a n A c t of Con-

g r e s s . O n e h u n d r e d p e r c e n to f i t s

m e m b e r s d e s c e n d f r o m t h a t p r e v i -

ous l y r e c o g n i z e d T r i b e .

As e v e n - y e a rS t a n f o r d U n i v e r s i t y

g e n o m i cs t u d y h a s c o n c l u s i v e l y

l i n k e d t h e T r i b e ' s t e n c o r e l i n e -

a g e s © a 2 0 0 0 - y e a r - o l d b u r i a l

g r o u n d o n t h e i r h o m e l a n d s . A n d
fust last y e a r , a fede ra l D i s t r i c t

C o u r t j u d g e i n t h e N o r t h e r nD i s -
t r i c t o f C a l i f o r n i af o u n d t h a t t h e

?Tribe r e t a i n s i t s s o v e r e i g nm m u -

n i t y d e s p i t e n o t b e i n ga n t h e B u -
r e e u o f I n d i a nA f f a i r go f f i c i a l l i s t o f

r e c o g n i z e d T r i b e s .
T h e B a y A r e a c o m m u -

n i t y h a s b e e n f i r m l y s u p p o r t i v e .
F i v e D e m o c r a t i c P a r t y c o u n t y

c o m m i t t e e sh a v e p a s s e d r e s o h u -

t i o n se n d o r s i n gt h e T r i b e ' s e f f o r t s .

T h e r e g i o n ? sl a r g e s t u n i v e r s i t i e s ,
e n v i r o n m e n t a lg r o u p s , a n d m i n o r

t t y p o l i t i c a lb l o c s h a v e e n d o r s e d

t h e T r i b e ' sr e c o g n i t i o n a s w e l l .

C a r d r o o m s o p e r a t i n g

i n t h e B a y A r e a a n d T r i b a l g a m -

i n g e n t i t i e s I n N o r t h e r nC a l i f o r n i a

h a v e b e e nb a n k r o l l i n g l o b b y i s t s t o

u n d e r m i n e Muwe imma,a 9 t h e y ' v e

b e e n d o t n g f o r d e c a d e s- w h i c h

h a s c r e a t e da b i g p o l i t i c a l r o a d -

b l o c k t h a t i s s l o w l y b e i n g d i s a s -

g a m b l e d .
T o o v e r c o m et h e p o l i t i c s

o f d i v i s i o na n d g r e e d t h a t h e s d i -

v i d e d I n d i a n C o u n t r y , C h a i r w o m -

a n N i j m e h i s c h a l l e n g i n g3 0 - y e a r

i n c u m b e n t c o n g r e s s w o m a na n d

C h a i r o f t h e C a l l i o r n i a d e l e g a t i o n ,

R a p .Z o eL o f g r e n . L o f g r e n w i e l d s

t h e g a m i n g t r i b e ' sp o l i t i c a ll a r g e s s

t o c a m p a i g n sa r o u n d t h e c o u n t r y ,

? a n d h a s b e e n t h e p r i m a r yo b s t a -

d l e( 0 l e g i s l a t i o nt h e t w o u l d a f f i r m

t h e T r i b e .

Where didyou gut the inspiration tores
?fe Congress?

ALt h ea g e o f e i g h t , | s a w m y m o m

h t a n a r c h e o l o g i s tw i t h a s h o v e a s

h e w a s d i g g i n g u p a s a c r e d b u r i a l

s i t e o f o u r a n c e s t o r s . I t w a sa n i m -

P o r t a n t m o m e n t o f r e s i s t a n c ef o r
o u r T r i b e . I t w a s a b r e a k i n g p o i n t

S o m u c h h a d b e a n t a k a nf r o m u s ,

o u r c o m m u n i t yh a d e n o u g h W e

s t o o d u p a n d s a i d , ? n o to n e m o r e

inch?. B u t m y m o m w e n t t o j a i

w e n t b a n k r u p t ,a n d l o s t h e r h o u s e

b e c a u s eo f i t ,

w e n e e d t o t e a c h o u r o w n h i s t o r y

- n o t a l l o w c o l o n i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s t o .

p r o p a g a t ef a l s e n a s r a t i v e sa b o u t

u s , l i k e the rac i s t w o p e tha t w e

w e r e s a v a g e b a r b a r i a n s . F o r t o o

q a n y d e c a d e s , t h e A m e r i c a n g o v -
e r n m e n th a s t r i e d i n v a i nt o f u s t i l y

o r r e a s o n a w a yt h e g e n o c i d e tha t

t h e y w a g e d a g a i n s t u s -b u t t h e r e

t s n o j u s t i f i c a t i o nf o r w h a t t h e f e d -

e r a l g o v e r n m e n ta n d t h e S t a t e o f

C a l i f o r n i ah a v ed o n e t o u s ,

P e o p l ed o n ' t understand,
because they haven't been told

t h e t r u t h .
O v e r t h e l a s t f i v e y e a r s

t h a t I ' v e b e e n s e r v i n ga s C h a i r -

w o m a n , I ' v e l e a r n e dh o w l e g a c y

m e d i a c o m p a n i e si g n o r e i n d i g e -

n o u s p e o p l e a n d t h e c h a l l e n g e s
U h a t w e f a c e . T h e S a n F r a n c i s o o

C h r o n i c l er e f u s e s t o t e l l o u r s t o r y ,

a n d s o m e t i m e se v e n a c t i v e l y u n -

d e c u i i n e so u r j u s t i c e c a m p a i g n

That 's w h y I see t h e

n e e d f o r t h i s T r a i l o f T r u t h - m y

c a m p a i g nf o r C o n g r e s s - t o r a i s e
a w a r e n e s s a n d to e d u c a t e the

p u b l i c a b o u t t he o n g o i n g c o n -

t e m p o r a r y c o l o n i a l r e a l i t i e s t h a t
c o n t i n u e t o v i c t i m i z em y p e o p l e ,

a n d v i c t i m i z e I n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e

a c r o s s N o r t h A m e r i c a .

M y g o a l i s n o t h i n g s h o r t

o f o u r p o l i t i c a l l i b e r a t i o n -n o t f u s t

f o r m y O h l o n ep e o p l e , b u t p o l i t i c a l

l i b e r a t i o nf o r i n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e

a c r o s s T u r t l e I s l a n d . W e a r e s o

t a u c h s t r o n g e rw h e n w e o r g a n -

{ z a a n d m o b i l i z e t o g e t h e r .F o r t o o

long , w e ' v e a l l o w e d the f e d e r a l

g o v e r n m e n t ' sd i v i d e a n d c o n q u e r
t a c t i c s i n o u r c o m m u n i t yt o u n -

d e r m i n e o u r c o l l e c t i v e p o l i t i c a l

p o w e r -w h i c h t s e n o r m o u s .

?Ween you became C h a i r w e r s nf i re y e a r s

?agp,whetd i dyoupred ic twoaldb e themeat

@licaK c h e l e n g ei n t h e r e l e ? Were your

predictions correct?

[ v e - a l w a y s k n o w n tha t f e d e r a l

T e c o g n i t i o nw o u l db e o u r b i g p e s t

c h a l l e n g e .[| s a w m y m o m s e r v e a s

C h a l r w o m a nf o r 4 0 y e a r s ,t r y i n g

t o g e t t h e B u r e a u o f I n d i a n A f f a i r s

t o c o r r e c ti t s m i s t a k e - I r e e g r e -

@ i o u s n e g l i g e n c e- In n o t i n c l u d i n g
o u r T r i b e o n t h e l s t o f f e d a r a l l y

Nijmeh has made
housing a priority
for the Tribe,
which is at risk of
?being gentrified
from its 10,000-
year Bay Area
homelands.

rerminst®

e e r

ro government Fe

Ing h e r p e o p l e ' s s t r u g g t e to a f f i r m the l s f e d e r a l s t a t u s .

farionship

C U C U L U M O ) Pa e g ae

with Nef. dadghter, Charlene Nijmeh in
rugeling to protect i ts burlal grounds.

r e c o g n i z e dT r i b e s t h a t i t f i r s t c r e -
a t e d i n 1 9 7 8 . W e ' v e b e e ni n t h a t

s t r u g g l ee v e r s i n c e .

W h e n I w a s a s k e db y

m y mother t o takeo v e r t h e ro le ,
l t wasn't s o m e t h i n g! w a s l o a k -
i n g forwardt o , because I sawt h e

obstacles tha t she f a c e d . I t w a s

daunting. [ v es e e nh o w t h e spe -
c i a l i n t e r e s t su s e money t o i n f l u -
encep o l i t i c aa n d mobi l ize l o b b y .
ists a g a i n s tu s . [ v e seen whatt h e

c a r d roomsd i d t o t r y t o stop usa t

every t u r n .
H o w e v e r ,t h echa l lenge

t h a t i s b e c o m i n gm o r ea n d m o r e

P r e s s i n gf a r o u r Tribe i s t h e e x -
i s t e n t i e l t h r e a tp o s e d b y g e n t

floation T h e enormousa f f o r d a
Uailtty crisis in the Bay Area is

p u s h i n g o u r young p e o p l e f r a m
our 10,000-yearold homeland

?Thet?swhy - ina d d i t i o nt o our ne -

invigoratedcampa ignf o r federa l
T e c o g n i t i o n- m y admin is t ra t ion

l g making l t ap r i o r i t yt o a c q u i r e

l a n d a n d t o b u i l d hous ingf o r ou r
P e o p l e . We aren ' tgo ing tol e t t h e
i s s u e o f federal r e c o g n i t i o ns l o w
d o w n o u r effortst o rebui ldou rv i l -
lage.

Renentiy, 2 few wa les developmentsh a v e

? h a p p e n e di n theTribe'sfaver .StanfordUnt-

?veralty'sganeanic studywas p u b l i s h e d ,cos -

ChesivelyGsklagthe Tribe's core Nneagest e
WA ancientDorin!site aSemel, CA. Separate-

Wy, 2federal judge t e thaRerthers District

MUR825400039
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DRY

MMUNITY

efCatiarnin sfirmedthat the Tithe retains
eoversign i n a n e ,denpite notbeing on the

Darvon ofindianAsis?elicilIst. Whet

dees Rt foal l a bor a ofthis evidencemoust-

ingvadtheentirec o m m u n i t ypowscraping
?aat youacuprocisalyibe poopiethet you've

a o w a y scadyn are?

M y p e o p l eh a v e a l w a y s known
?whow e a r e - each g e n e r a t i o ni n -
s t i l e d i n u s o u r o b i i g a t i o n st o o u r
l a n d .t oo u r a n c e s t o r s ,t o ou rc h i l

d r e n , and t o e a c ho t h e r { t beais

g o o d t h a t t h eb r o a d e rB a y A r e a
c o n m m u n i t yt s f i n a l l y recognizing

t h e e n o r m o u sb o d y o f evidence

t h a t provest h a t w ea r e precisely
t h e peop lew h owe 'vealwayss a l d
w e a r e . i t s u n l o r t u n a t et h a t o u r
l e a d e r s i n C o n g r e s sa r e m o v i n g

s l o w l y o n th i s ,b u t havingt h e c o m -

muni ty?s support i s r e a l l y b e s u t -
f u land inspir ing.

T h e Judge's decision i n
t h e Weisscase wasn't as u r p r i s et o
u s . O u r s o v e r e i g n t yi s inherent . f t
doesn?t come t romt h e federa lgav-

ernment. f m g i a d tha t t h e j u d g e
a f f i rmedo u r sovereigni rumin t t y .

0p u t s u s i n a v e r y unique onus:
t o n amongT r i b e s t n t h e United
States,

tadlans - particularly Callornis inffene -
straggio wiih 2l t oftoamnoreené baioas-
sets, b a m e l o n n m a s s ,sad oconsmiic:

c l a r t e d , whatw i l l Gen Tribed o meat? There

are oomany otherc h a l l e n g e s ,whered e y o u

stmt?

Housing is the most pressing.
W e ' r e going t o rebu i ldo u rv i l l a g e
a n d r e k i n d l eo u rf r e . That?sgoing

a n d l o s u p p o r to u ra r t i s t s 80 t h a t

?we c a n u s h e ri n a n e w g o l d e n a g e
o f c u l t u r a l r e v i v a l f o r o u rp o o p i e

t r auma ,a n dt h e r e Is @l o t o f i n -

t e r g e n e r a t i o n a lhea l i ng t h e tw e
n e e d t o w o r ko n i n t e r n a l l yas @

c o m m u n i t yT h e r e a re drugt r e a l -
m e n t needs,ando u ri s i t h keepers
w a n t t o be t i v o i v e di n t h a r h e a l

i n g w o r k , T h e r ea re j o b t ra in ing
needs. T h e r e ' sa n e e d f o r e c o

n o m i c o p p o r t u n i t i e sfor thosewho :

a re t ra ined .
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Textile recycling enterprise
provides affordable
clothing in Latin America
J u s t over A f t e e n y e a r s ago, C h a r l e n e N i j m e h f o u n d e d a z e c y c l i n g c o m p e -

f y t h a t t o d a y d i v e r t s 6 0 m i l l i o n p o u n d s o f w a s t e f r o m Landf i l ls e a c h year .

Her companies and partners then resell what can be reused through thelr
123 stores In Central America. Whatever can't be resold is reprocessed

into fiber and used to make bullding Insulation and carpet underlay.

Char ieneh a s been a thoughtlead- t o n s have c a m e r a st h a t allow f o r
e r i n t h e r e c y c h n g s p a c e . She =r e m o t e m o n i t o r i n g ,which i s p o w -

w a s 16 years ahead o f t h e o u r v e , e e d b y so la r panels.
88 progressive states like Callfor- Charlene's partnership

n i a a re j u s t now c o n s i d e r i n gt e x . w i t h M e g n p a c ah a s created& 0 0 0
Wer e c y c l i n gl a w st o address t h e
enormous environmental impac ts

o f the tex t i l e I n d u s t r y- wh ich i s
t h e moste n v i r o n m e n t a l l ydamag-

I n g i n t h e wor ld .
H e r investment I n Meg-

a p a c a a l l o w e dt h e c h a i n o f s e c
ond-hand retail stores to grow

trom j u s t under a dozenstores to .
mo re than1 2 3 s u p e r c e n t e r st o d a y
I n t h e p r o c e s s ,shec r e a t e d 6 ,000
j o b s i n Cen t ra lA m e r i c aa n d s e v
e r a l h u n d r e dI n t h e UnitedStates.

After h e r c o m p a n y be-
c a m e successtul , Charlenecreat :
e d t h e Green Education Founda-

tiont o suppor ty o u t h education
programsfocusedo n t e a c h i n gt h e

nextg e n e r a t i o ntheimportanceo f
r e c y c l i n ga n d environmentalsus-

talnability
Char lenep lonee red t h e

designo f I n d u s t r y - l e a d i n gn e i g h -
Dorhooddonat ionstat ions,which

h a v e madet h e s c o n a m i c so f r e -

Senator Newman?s b i l l
addresses textile recycling -

@landii l lbanan ol ltextitew a s ,

Fett s p a n
a t t AS a l a hA E l n

j obe in G u a t e m a l a , H o n d u r a s , E l
S a i v a d o r ,a n d M e x i c o ,

Charlene?s partnership
tn Ukraine created moret h a n 100
Jobs, before Russin?s unprovoked
war forced the company to ehut

d o w n I t s text i le warehouse.
Chariene's partnerships

in Turkey have been growing
rapidly. T h ec o u n t r yh a s a robus t

tex t i l e i n d u s t r ythe tsuppliesEuro-
p e a n marke ts , andh e r recycl ing

companies purchase overruns
and o v e r s t o c k sf o r distribution i n
L a t i n Amer icanmarkets.

e a r t h q u a k e si n Turkey l e s t year ,
w h e r e o n e b u s i n e s spartner l o s t

dozenso f relat ives, Charlenet r a v
eledt o t h e h a r d e s t - h i tregionst o

d e l i v e r b a d l y needed r e l i e f sup-

p l i e s ,includingcloth ing, food,and
supplies on b e h a l l o f h e r Green
Education Foundation and the

ok

GEF PARTNERS

WITH CLUB

AMERICA&
FUNDACION
TELEVISA TO BRING
TEXTILE RECYCLING
MOVEMENT TO

MEXICO

The Green Education Foundation

has extended ita mission to Max-
too, partnering with Club America
and Fundaclén Televisa to bring

the texti le recycling movement to
Mexico. This visionary cotiabora-
Hon debuts GEFs industry iend

Ing Nelghborhood Donation Re-
cycling Stations (NDRS) st Club
Americas competitions, Including
at Mexico City's gigantic Estadio
Azteca Stadium.

e n d u p i n landfills. A s opposed

t o f u s t t h r o w i n gy o u r o l d s p o r t s
shoes a w a y , you c a n ? g i v e t h e m
w ing??b y r e c y c l i n gthema n dg i v -

i n g them as e c o n db ie !
U n d e r Fundactén T e l e -

visa?s 2 0 years a n n i v e r s a r ya n d
C u b America?s environmental

MUR825400040
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LOFGREN?S STUNNING

REVERSAL ON MUWEKMA
SOVEREIGNTY RAISES

QUESTIONS ABOUT HER

MOTIVES :

Tribal leaders don?t understand what is motivating
Lofgren?s sudden opposition to restoring the

e ? after decades of support,
even demanding that the Administration act.
Tribe?s sovereign

Area?s polltical community, Rep.
Zoe Lotgren is publiclyrefusing t o
support the federal recognition o f
the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe ? de-
spite overwhelming DNA, anthro-
pological and genealogical e v t

dence, federal court findings, and
historical documentation proving
beyond any doubt that the Tribe

Is precisely who they say they are:
the Indigeneus people of the Bay
Area.

I n D e c a m b e r2 0 2 2 , L o i g r o n ' so f t i o e

t o l dt h eT r i b e f l a t l y :? W ew o n ' t s u p -

p o r t a n y f o d e r a l r e c o g n i d o n l e g i s -

l a t i o n u n l e s s i t e x p k e u l y p r e v e n t s .

c a s i n o g a m i n g , ? T h e n a g a i n i n a n

i n p e r s o n m e e t n g o n Capt to l H i l

in t he o f f i ce of Rep. A n n a Eshoo,

f r a m e w o r k st h a l marginalizet h e i r
communities, subjugate the i r

e c o n o m i e s ,a n d i n h i b i t t h e i r n e -
ton-building.

T h e Cangresswoman's
s tancea lso f i test n thefaceo f pub-

U e optruon.

C a l f o r n i a v o t e r s h a v e

d e c i d e d t w i c e , b y w i d e m a r g i n s ,

t h a t t h e ya r e s u p p o r t i v eo f I n d i a n

g a m i n g . S t a t e w i d e r e f e r e n d u m s
w e r e h e l d i n 1 8 8 8 a n d 2 0 0 0 -

f r u m p i n ga n y p o l l i n g o r s u r v e y

f i g u r e s t h a tL o f g r e nm i g h t a l l e g e .

I n 1 9 9 6 , M e a s u r e 6 w a s

a p p r o v e db y a v o t e o f 6 2 . 3 8 %t o

3762%, g r e a t l y e x p a n d i n g T r i b -
a k S t a t e G a m i n g C o m p a c t s i n s i d e

C a l i f o r m a S a n t a C l a r a C o u n t y

~ t h e b a s e o f L o f p r o n ' sd i s t r i c t -

v o t e dt o a p p r o v e the m r a s u r e
6 0 7 0 %t o 4 2 . 3 0 % T h e ni n 2 0 0 0 ,

M e a s u r e1 A w a s a p p r o v e d b y a
v o t e o f 64 .60%t o 3 6 . 5 0 % w h i c h

a u t h o r i z e da n a m e n d i n e n t t o t h e

?Statec o n s t i t u t i o nt h a l c l a r i f i e d t h e

P r o g r e s s i v e
ac t i v i s t s h a v e been
c a l l i n g on Rep. Zoe
L o f g r e n to r e t i r e t o
m a k e r o o m f o r the
n e x t g e n e r a t i o n o f
B a y A r e a p o l i t i c a l
leaders .

Tribe's right to c o n d u c tgaminga n

Tribal lands, In Lofgren?s Santa
C l a r a County,vo lers a p p r o v e dt h a
Dreasure68.80% t 40.20%.

?As gaming cont inuest o
expandi n t onew statesand v e r t ?

c a l s , Americansbroad lycontimus
to a p p r e c i a t et h e benefitsa n d e x -

c t t e m e n to f lagal, regulatedgam-
ing Gaming industry research

Gaming
42% o f A m e r i c a na d u l t s p a r t i c :

p a t e d i n s o m e f o r m o f g a m b l i n g

i n t h e p a s t y e a r , w h i l e c a s i n o v i a l

t a t i o n r e b o u n d e dt o 34%o f A m e r

icans,u p f r o m 2 8 %i n 2 0 2 1 ,

The AGAs annual sur-

vey of Americans? attitudes to-
wards gaming shows that two-
thirds of Americans recognize

gaming?seconomic i m p a c t , 64%
s a y t h a tg a m i n gh a s apos i t i ve

i m p a c ton t h e US ecanamy a n d
66% say tha l t h egaming indus t ry

1 s agource o f h igh qual i ty joba..
? E v e r y t i m e the T r i b e

o n g a g e s w i t h R o p - L o l g r e n , t h o

c o n g r e s s w o m a n t u r n s a c o n
ve rsa l i on a b u u t b e Muwelumo?s

People?se x i s t e n c ea n d s u r v i v a l -
w h i c hs h o u l d b e c e l e b r a t e d- i n t o .

? 8 t w o b i t t r o u p e a b o u t I n d i a nc a -

?sinos.? J o h n T h o m p s o n ,a s p o k n s -

p e r s o nf o r t h e T r i b e ' s c a m p a i g n

f o r f e d e r a l r e c o g n i t i o n , e x p l a i n s ,

?This d i s c u s s i o n ts a b o u t a lo t

o f t h i n g s - h o u s i n g , s u r v i v a l , e d -

U u c a t i n gt h e p u b i l c - b u t 1 3 n o t

a nC h a r i e n eNijmeht h a t Lofgren
s u p p o r t w o u l d ba n e c e s s a r yt o
get the l e g i s i a t i o nf i l eda n d t r t m -

d u c e d i n c o m m i t t e s ,despiteh e r
p r e v i o u s commitments to carry
t h e Muwekmma legisiadion.

Previouslyknown - and

Rep. L o f g r e n h a d r e f u s e d to m e e t
M u w e k m a O h l o n e l e a d e r s f o r

n e a r l y f i v e y e a r s , d e s p i t e k n o w i n
the T r i e w e l l a n d w o r k i n g c lose l y
w i t h the p r e v i o u s c h a i r w o m a n .

unambiguously federally recog:
nized by the Pureau of Inchan
A f l r s us the Verona Band of

I n d i a n s -t h e T r i b e w a s Mloguily
Temoved f rom ak e yl s t i n adas -

tardly burcaucrate mancuver
t h a t e f lec tve lydefrauded i t o f tts
Juderal recognition, something

t h a t i s shociangty un lawtu li n t h e
con tex to f f-ueralIndianl a w . A s @

c o n s t i t u t i o n s }l a w m a t t e r ,a T r i b e

c a n on ly b e t e r n m u n a t e db y a n A c t
a

F a r t h e l a s t f o r t y years,
t h eT r i b e - whichh a s neve rb e e n

l a w f u l l y t e r m i n a t e d- h a ss t r u g :

g e d t o g e t backt h a t federsls ta tus
e v e r s i n c e , Thal s ta tus would r e -

s t o r e t h e Tribe'su b i l i t y t o acceas

f e d e r a l housing p r o g r a m st h a t t t

d e s p e r a t e l yneedsi n t h eface a f a

self-governingcommunity.
?AS thisi n f l e c t i on p o i n t

i n t h e a r oo f o u r history, | have a
s o l e m no b l i g n t o n t o f u t u r e gan-
era t ionso f M u w e l n a ch i k i ren to
asse r t a f o r w a r dposturewhen t t
?comest o t h e e x e r c i s eo f ou rr ights .
t o s e l l - d e t e r m u n a i l o na n d t h e pro-
t e c t o no f o u r s o v e r e i g n t y ;C h a i r .
woman Nijmeb explains. ?How

c o u l d | , m g o o dc o n s c i e n c e ,s i g n
a w a y t h e r igh tso f s e l f government
a n d self-determinat ionf o r t u t u r e
g e n e r a t i o n so f Muwekmap e o p l e ?

?Wew a n t t o na t ionb u i l d , n o t t o

s i g n away our r ights?
?T t w o u l db e a p u n c o n

sc tonab le be t raya lo f t h e oa th I
tookt o leadt h i s Tr ibe to cede our

sovereignty? Ni jmeha d d s . ?This
$s abouto u r r i g h tt o govern o u r .

se lves ,a n d t o p r o t e c t ourse lves

aga ins t a relentlessgentrif ication
ofo u r B a y A r e ah o m e l a n d ,w h i c h
t h r e a t e n sc u r v e r yex is tencea n d

o u rab ih t y t o c o n t i n u et o i ve nsa
Tribe.?

In 2002, Lolgren even
d e m a n d e dt h a t t h e Administra-
fton ac t ,w h i l e on t h e f l o o r o f t h e
House:

MUR825400041
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Graton Rancheria doles
contributions to Senators,
aims to terminate the
Muwekma Tribe?s existence
G r e g S a r i s , t he c o n t r o v e r s i a l C h a i r m a n o f t he Feda ra ted i n d i a n a o f G r a -

t o n R e n c h e r i a , le a t t e m p t i n g t o I m p r o p e r l y I n f l u e n c e s t a t e a n d fede ra l

e l e c t e d of f i c ia ls , I n c l u d i n g S ta te S e n a t o r B i l l D o d d , a D e m o c r a t of N a p a

Val ley , a n d the C h a i r m a n o f t he p o w e r f u l G o v e r n m e n t O r g a n i z a t i o n C o m -

m i t t e e . D o d d r e p r e s e n t s the d i s t r i c t w h e r e the F e d e r a t e d I n d i a n s o f G r a

t o n R a n c h e r l e o w n the G r a t o n C a s i n o & R e s o r t , near S a n t s Rosa,

I n 2022,a t Sams?u rg ing ,Doddr e -
fused t o a l l o w 8votei n commuttee
o n SJR-13.ar e s o l u t i o nt h a tendors-

es the federal government?s rec-
o g n i t i o n o f t h e M u w e l s n aOh lone

?Tribe. Dodd e f f e c t i v e l yk i l l e d t h e
Mlt n h i s Senate Cammitiee

The Graton Rancheria

T r i b e r e c e i v e dfedera l recognition
t m 2000a n d ever s inceh a s b e e n

spending heavily to influence
state and federal elected officials

to prevent other Indian ?Tribes

OperingCasinos - most espe-
t h t h e Bay Area S a r t t sh e s

served as the Tribe's chairman

since 1902, though questiuns have
j o n g s u r r o u n d e dh i s lineage.

Sarmts i s 9 0 closs t o Dodd

that an June of Uus year, Dodd

i r a m e d i a r e l ypu l l edh i s ownleg i s .
l a t i on tolegai lze sports bett ingi n

California after b e i n g personal ly
l o b b i e dby Sarns.

Now, Sarris is rounding
up political contributions f o m
a slew of other Indian gaming

Tr ibes across C a l l l o r n i a ,a n dh a s

been directing them to ?throw
money? at SenatorDavid Cortese.

w h o represents the ances(t?) ter
ritory of the Muwekma Ohlone

N a t i o n . a Tribeo f someG14people
w h o havel i v e d i n t h e SanFrancts-

c o Bay regian f o r mi l lenn ia
C o r t a s ei s w ide lyseena s

8voca l andc o u r a g e o u sa l l y o ft h e
MuwelmaOhlone, whoh e s com-
Mitted to helping the Tribe fighr

f o r federa l recogni t ion
?Senator Cortese hes

the highest standard of persona!

ethics and deep commitment to

social fustice for indigenous com-
munities. He would never allow

casino Tribes? contributions to

infuence his opinion af what [s

right? explains one Ohlone activ
ist, who fs an organizer of a stu-
dent onganuzation in San Jose.

?We h a v e e n o r m o u s re-

s p e c t f o r S e n a t o r Cortese?: in tegr t -

t y , a n dh o p e t o s e e h i m i n p u b l i c

s e r v i c e f o r a v e r y l o n g t i m e ?

Sarris hag been a brutal,

deep-pocketed, and dastardly op-
ponent of recognizing Cuitfornta?s

Pooresi, most marginalized. most

fandlesg, Indians whom - L a the
Muwekma - often have stronger
Tribal poliocal insirutions, more
Vibrant cultural communities, and

stronger geneuc lineages than the
?Tribe that he petuuoned the Con
sgFe8s 10 recognize in 2000

?For decades, t he g a m i n g

T r i bes have b e e n l o b b y i n g elected.

o f f i c ia ls a n d the State a n d f e d e r a l

level, a n d e s s e n t i a l l y b r i b i n g t h e m

t o d e n y the e x i s t e n c e a n d p e o p l e .

h o o d of t he M u w e k m a N a t i o n ? the

a c t M s t a rgues . ?For p o l i t i c i a n s to

r e d u c e the i ssue o f a peop le ' s ex-

is tence into a rac i s t t r o p e a b o u t

I n d i a n c a s i n o s i s d e e p l y offensive.

?That s o m e e l e c t e d off ictals are 8 0

t r a n s a c t i o n a l a b o u t g e n o c i d e is

out rageous,? h e a d d s

Critics claim that Sarris,
?4 professor anc novelist, has been.

Propagating a wide ranging Iden
tay fraud - and doesn't have a

trace of Indian heritage st all
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UC Berkeley Chancellor calls on
Senate Indian Affairs Committee to

recognize Muwekma Ohlone Tribe

Carol T. Christ, the Chanceltor
of the University of Califomta at

Berkeley, ls catling on the Senate
Indian Aftatrs Committee to rec-

ognize the Muwekme Ohlone so
that the Institution can comply
with the Native American Graves

Protection Act (NAGPRA) and re-
patriate tens of thousands of an-
cestral remains and hundreds of
thousands of burtal objects. Un-

der current law, the University can
only repatriate burlal remains to
federaily recognized Tribes.

In @ letter to Chalrman

Brian Schatz (D-H) and Ranking
Member Lisa Murkowell , Christ

admits to sharing the Commit-
tee?s ?frustration at the lack of

progress In returning all of the
Native American ancestors and
cultural objects that have been

held by the campus, Including In
the Pheobe A. Hearst Museum of

Anthropotogy, for decades.?
?For UC Berke ley , t he h y

m a n r e m a i n s and c u l t u r a l i t e m s i n

i t s p o s s e s s i o n w e r e p r e d o m i n a n t

ty c o l l e c t e d f r o m the B a y A r e a .

?The ma jo r i t y of B a y Area T r i bes
are no t f ede ra l l y r e c o g n i z e d , p r e -

s e n t i n g a s i g n i f i c a n t o b s t a c l e . . . ?

t h e U n i v e r s i t y e x p l a i n s in co r re -

s p o n d e n c e d a t e d June 1 6 , 2 0 2 3 ,

In response t o q u e s t i o n s posed by

t h e C o m m i t t e e .

? 4 5 % of a n c e s t o r s s t i l l

l i s t e d as c u l t u r a l l y u n i d e n t i f i a b l e

are i l k e l y Gh lone ances to r s , bu t

c a n n o t b e ?cu l tu ra l l y a f f i l i a ted?

under NAGPRA, ae n o n e of t h e

Ch ione T r i bes h a v e fede ra l recog-

n i t i on ( 2 5 USC 3001 (7 ) } , ? the Uni-

ve rs i t y exp fa ins .

?Federal recognition, or
relnstatement of removed recog-
at ion In some cases, would ex-

pedite the return of these ances-
tors and belongings, allowing UC

Berkeley to ropatriate these with-
In one year,? the University writes.

?UC Berkeley Is unique
within the UC system because of

the scope, size, and age of the
collections iocated on our cam-

pus. The campus Is 155 years old,
and for many decades served as

California's only major collecting
Institution through the Phoebe A.
Hearst Museum of Anthropology.
We are not proud of the fact that

the NAGPRA eligible collection at
the museum ts one of the largest

collections in the country and are
workingt o address this Injustice,?

C h a i r m a n B r i a n S c h a t z , o f H a w a t i , w a s

a s k e d b y t h e T r i b e t o h o l d h e a r i n g s a n d

h e a r f r o m e x p e r t s i n a n t h r o p o l o g y a n d

gene t i c s . I t h a s n o t b e e n s c h e d u l e d ye t .

C h a n c e l l o r Chr i s t a d m i t s .

?We acknowledge and

apologize for the wrongs commit:
ted by UC Berkeley against Native
American people, particularty

with respect to how the Univer-
sity has handled Its repatriation
responsibilities. We recognize
and regret that In the past, rep-

sentatives of the University,
and cthers, removed ancestors
and sacred betongings without
tribal permission or consuftatlon,
and that those ancestral remains

and belongings were held for the
purpose of research and teach-
Ing. Wo have apologized directly

t o Tribal representat ives, a n d w e
are c u r r e n t l y e n g a g e d in

t a n g e of e f f o r t s to e x p e d i t e the

r a p a t r i a t i o n p r o c e s s a n d I m p r o v e

the campus?s

?The campus Is commit-
ted to the complete retum of all
Native American ancastors end
cultural belongings... We realize

that so long as the remainso f an-
cestors, sacred objects, and cul-
tural Items romain in the Universi-
ty?s possession, Justice will not be

served, and the heallng we seek
wiht not be complete,? Chanceilor
Christ concludes.

Jongs t r u e g e o f the Muwekma
Ohlone Tribe as they continue

t o seekj us t i ceandt o f i n a l l y . and
wi thout further delay, achieve

the t r ?goalo f t h e i r reaff i rmat ion

o f t h e i r t r i ba l status by the f e d e r -
a l g o v e r n m e n tT h i s processh a s
d r a g g e d o n l o n g enough | hope

t h a t t h e BLAa n d t h e DO! w i l l d o
t h e r i g h tt h i n g snda c t pasit ivety
t o g r a n t the Muwekma Ohlone
t r i b et h e i r r ights a s a Federal ly

Recognized I n d i a n Tr ibe. T o d o
any th inge lse i s to deny t h i s wibe

f u s t i c a They have walted patient:
y and shou ld not have t o w a i t any

longer.?Loigrenw r o t e
?Tt i s n o t u n c o m m o nf o r

p a b t i c t a n st o ?evolve? or ?change
podition? o n a n i s s u eo r p o l i c y

overu m e , b u tRep L o t g r e ni s

m o v i n gi n reverse. We k n o w t h e

answer why her support has
c h i l l e d ,a ad o e s s h e S a v v yp o l i t
qvaned o t h e i r best foavoid?eating

thedr words,p a r t i c u l a r l ywo-deo-
ada old on-the-record comments,?

Thompeéon postulates ?She has
?wrongly assumed Muwelana will

cave ,and witht h e h e a l turaingu p ,
c o n s i d e r a b l y ,she w i l lundoubted-
ty scramble to cover herasif be-

h i n dc o l l e a g u e s ,o r b y a n yneces -
s a r y means.?

According w the Call:

f o rn i a G a m b i i n gCon t ro lCommis-
s i o n , aso f January2021,the stase
o f C a l f o r n l ahas r a t e d76 tribal

gaming compaces with 76 Cali-
fornia Tibee and put into effect

Secretar ia lProceduresw i t h t h r e s

add i t iona l tr ibes.O f t h a7 5

c o m p a c t e dt r i b e s , 6 3 o p e r a t e6 6

C a s i n o s t h r o u g h o u t t h es t a t e
Under the 1999 com-

pacts, tribes were limited to

around 2,000 Class 1 gaming
machinesT h e2 0 0 4 Compactsa l -
lowed tribes to operate an untimit-

e d number o f ClassI l gamingma-

o h i n e s The-2012Compacts a l low
somet r ibes t o operateo v e r2 0 0 0
machines.

"Why\ s casinon u m b e r
67 wo much for Lolgren? Why

d i d i shes a y a n y t h i n gabou toas i
N e number 47o r 677° Thompson
asia, rhetorically ?Why would
she ssk this one Tribe to be the

only Tribe in Calfornia not to
h a v e ther i g h t toconduct gaming?
I t ashake down, i t seemst o m a "
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MUWEKMA OHLONE

TRIBE?S MOUNTING
EVIDENCE MAKES
A RESTORATION

OF ITS FEDERAL
STATUS INEVITABLE

Housing costs are creating newfound urgency

for the Tribe, which hopes to stay on its
10,000 year homeland.

The M u w e k m a Oh ione Tr ibe has

b e e n s t r u g g l i n g f o r a f f i r m a t i o n of

t h e l r f ede ra l s t a t u s f o r the p a s t

4 0 y e a r s . In r e c e n t }) a e rass -

f o o t s m a v e m e n t c a l l e d ?Justice f o r

M u w e k m a ' has b e e n p e r c o l a t i n g

o n c o l l e g e c a m p u s e s a n d In h igh

s c h o o l s a c r o s s the Bay Area , Let -

t e r w r i t i n g c a m p s i g n s , l e c t u r e s ,

s y m p o s i u m s , d o o r - t o - d o o r organ-

(aing, a n d p r o t e s t s .

F e d e r a l r e c o g n i t i o n , as d e f i n e d

b y the D e p a r t m e n t o f I n te r i o r ,

r e c o g n i z e s 4 g o v e r n m e n t t o - g o v -
e r m e n t r e l a t i o n s h i pb e t w e e n t h e

U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d a T r i b e ,a l l o w

i n g t h e T r i b e t o g o v e r n I t s e l fa s a

d o m e s t i c d e p e n d e n t n a t i o n a n d

e x e r o i s e i t s i n h e r e n t s o v e r e i g n t y

The movement for Mu-
welama Oblone federal recogni-

t i o n g a i n e d momentumo v e r t h a
Jest year , h i g h l i g h t i n gt h e t o p o r -
tances of constituent voices and
?votesi n h o l d i n gmemberso f Con-

g r e s s accountable.
Obta in ingf e d e r a l recog-

n i t i o n w o u l d enable t h e Muwek-
m a Oh loneT r i b e , which consists

of some 614 t r iba l members, to

repa t r ia tea r t i f ac ts f r o m t h e Uni-
v e r a t t yo f Cal i fornia at Sorkeley,

wh ich s t i l l holdstenso fthousands
o f b u r i a lremainsand h u n d r e d so f

t h o u s a n d so r art i fectst h a t be long
t o t h e T r i b e .

Chairwoman Charlene

Nijmeh credited the support of

ma movement.
T h e C h a i r w o m a n {s p u r -

s u i n g t h r e e s t r a t e g i e s s imu l t ane -

o u s l y a d m u n i s t r a n v e , l e g i s l a v e ,

a n d jud ic ia l .
T h e T r i b e has a s k e d the

D e p a r t m e n t o f t he I n t e r i o r a n d

the B u r e a u of I n d i a n A f f a i r s to ao-

k n o w l e d g e tha t il m a d e a n e r r o r

i n e x c l u d i n g t h e O h l o n e f r o m the

of f i c ia l s t o f r e c o g n i z e d t r ibes ,

w h e n i t w a s f i rs t d r e f t e d i n 1 9 7 8

T h a t c o r r e c t i v e w o u l d b e as s im-

p l e as a le t te r f r o m S e c r e t a r y Deb
H a a l a n d , a n d it w o u l d t a k e effoot

i m m e d i a t e l y

T h e T r i b e h a s a l s o met

w i t h s e n i o r m e m b e r s a f C o n g r e s s

f r o m b o t h p a r t i o s , s e c k i n g legisia-

D N A s tud ies

conc lus i ve l y l i nk the

T r i b e to 2 , 0 0 0 y e a r

o l d b u r i a l sites in

the B a y A r e a .

t i on that aff i rmst h e Tribe'sstatus.

W h i l e Republ ican membersh a v e

eagerly supported legislation,
D e m o c r a t mambersf r o m t h e B a y

Area have refused to introduce

t h e legislation, T h e r ea r e 6 8 I n d i
a n cas inos i n C a i l f o r n i a ,andt h e y
d o n a t e heevi ly t o t h e Democrat ic

Party.

T h e th i rd a v e n u s f o r t he

T r i b e is t h r o u g h the Cour ts . Just

last year , a fede ra l d i s t r i c t c o u r t

j u d g e in the N a r t h e r n D i s t r i c t of

Ca l i f o rn i a f o u n d tha t t he T r i b e re-

t a i ns i t s s o v e r e i g n i m m u n i t y . de-

Spi te no t b e i n g o n the BLA? l ist of
o f f i c ia l l y r e c o g n i z e d t r ibes . T h e

j u d i c i a l f i n d i n g a f f i r m s the t r i be ' s

a b i l i t y to exe rc i se i t s s o v e r e i g n

i m m u n i t y , a n d m a n y e x p e c t tha t

i t w i l l c o n t i n u e to d o so.

Previously, out of S66

letters of Intent to petition for
taderal recognition, only 18 peti-
tions have been acknowledged
through the Part 83 of Ti te 25
pathway at the Office of Feder-
a l Acknowledgement The Mu-
wekma Ohlone Tribe began its

eflorts for federal recognition in
the early 1980s and submitted a

peuuon to the US. government in
1096, White the Bureau of Indian

Affairs (BIA) provided a positive
determination in 1986, confirm-
ing that the ?Tribe was previously
?unambiguously federally recog:
nized in 1914 and 1927, the BIA
Tequired additional documenta-
t ion and adherence ta the federal

recognition regulatians for rein-
statement.

?The BIA?s assertion that

that the community ceased to
exist fram 1927 to 1986, Is inacou-

i n g with t h e T r i b e sincet h e e a r l y
19008,

i a

Hance Sun f roseno

i Macabanjo
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+ e Mareen

T h e M u w e k m a Tribe?s a n c e s t o r s

w e r e e n s l a v e d a t M i s s i o n

D e l o r e s , M i s s i o n S a n Jose, a n d
M i s s i o n S a n t a C l a r a .

A f t e r t he M u w e k m a

QOhione w e r e r e l e a s e d f r o m t h e i r

e n s l a v e m e m ti n t h e M i s s i o n s d u r -

i n g t h eS p a n i s hp e r i o d , t h e y d i d n ' t

h a v e v i l l a g e s t o g o back t o , s o t h e y

s e t d e di n S a n Jose u n t i l t h e A m e r -

t e a n p e r i o d .

California underwent

rapid transformation due to the
Gold Riish and the ensuing influx
of settlers. The first Governor of
Caliiornma declared a ?war of ex-

Uncuono f t h e Indlanr a c e " o f fe red
$ 5 b o u n t i e so n each Indianh e a d ,
and funded militias to hunt them
down.

A t thet ime , San Jose was
t h e Capitolo f C a l i f o r n i aandhome

to its genocigal founding fathers.
The Tribe found refuge from the

b o u n t i e sandmil i t iason t h e ranch
landa of Phoebo Hearst, near
P l e a s a n t o n ,Niles,a n dSunol. They

serveda s h e r w o r k f o r c e ,a n d she

t n 1 8 0 6b y @ cansus o f non-ree-

e r v a t i o nInd ians c o n d u c t e d b y
CE Kelsey, ana t t o r n e yf r o m S a n

kee who appainted Special in-
d ian Agent for Californie. The
Muwekma Ohlone ware ident i

f i e d a s t h e VeronaBando f Alam-

e d a County, but n o o n ee v e r t o l d
t h e m that 's whatt h e y w e r e being

cal led Kelsey l is tedthem f i rs t on
@ congresstonally-mandated ls t

o f h o m e l e s sbandyo f Ind iansw h o
were in needo f land.

B u l i n 1 9 2 7 , a r a c i s tI n d i -

a n A g e n t w h o l e d t h e S a c r a m e n t o

A g e n c yb y t h e n a m e o f L a f a y e t t e

D o r r i n g t o n r e m o v e d M u w e k m a

a n d 127 o t h e r l a n d l e s s i n d i a n

t r i b e s f r o mt h a t l s t . H e w a n t e dt o

U s e t h o s e c o n g r e s s i o n a l l ya p p r o -

p r i a t e d f u n d s f o r o t h e r t h i n g s .

During this period, ef-

f o r t s t o a s s i m i l a t eNat ive peoples
i n t e n s i f i e d ,witht h e establishment

o f ind ianboard ingschools,where
c h i l d r e nwere fo rc ib ly separeted
from their inmilies and subject:

ed to cultural suppression and
abuse Muwek inamembers w e r e

being sent to Indian boarding

s c h o o l sup un t i l 1847,
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Access to the national ?

eagle feather repository is .
religious freedom issue
T h e M u w e k m a Ohtone Tr ibe o f t h e S a n F r a n c i s c o B a y c a l l e d u p o n I n t e r i o r

S e c r e t a r y Deb H a a l a n d ( L a g u n a P u c b l o ) t h i a w e e k t o m a k e the N a t i o n a l

Eagte Fea the r R e p o s i t o r y , m a i n t a l n e d by the Fish a n d W i t d l l f e S e r v i c e a t

t he D e p a r t m e n t o f t he In te r i o r , a c c e s s i b l e t o t h e Tr ibe. C u r r e n t p u b l i s h e d

p o l i c y g u i d e l i n e s preven t F a l t h k e e p e r e o f t he Tr ibe f r o m a c q u i r i n g E a g l e

F e a t h e r s t o r r e l i g i o u s and a p i r i t u a l use .

Chairwoman Charlene Nijmeh
wrote in a letier to Haaland that

the federal pol icy violates the
United Nauons Declaration on the

Rights af Indigenous Paople (UN-
DRIP) and should be changed.

?Our religious practices

and many of ou r ceremonies re-

quire these feathers, and prevent-
ing our access to them would be
a continuation of the federal gov-
ernment's longstanding pol icy ob-

jective of eradicating us? Nifmeh
- wrotei n the letter

E a g l e f e a t h e r sa r e n e e d -

e d t o c o n d u c tm a n yo f t h e T r i b e ' s

c e r e m o n i e s . Eag le f e a t h e r s s y m -

b o l i z e w h a t i s h i ghes t , b raves t ,

s t r o n g e s t , a n d h o l i e s t T h e s e

f e a t h e r s h a v e s t rong m e d i c i n e

f o r I n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e T h e e e

g l e i s a h i g h l y p r o t e c t e d c r e a t u r e
u n d e r USl a w , bu t e x c e p t i o n sa r e

m a d e t o a l l o w N a t i v e A m e r i c a n s

t o p o s s e s st h e i r f e a t h e r s w i t h i n

s p e c i f i c c o n d i t i o n s . A c c o r d i n g t o
t h e U S F i s h a n d W i l d l i f e S e r v i c e ,

o n l y e n r o l l e d m e m b e r s of fede r -

a l l y r e c o g n i z e d t i b e s c a n a p p l y
t o possess e a g l e fea thers f r o m the

R e p o s i t o r y f o r r e l i g i o u s p u r p o s e s .

?This i s n o s m a l l i n j us -

c e . Nis a d e e p andp a i n f u l a s s a u l t

a g a i n s t us, i n t e n d e d t o p r e v e n t

us f r o m p r a c t i c i n g o u r t rad i t i ons

a n d k e e p i n g s a c r e d c e r e m o m e s

a h v e Thus p o l i c y i s just o n e sma l l

p o l i c y of t he t h o u s a n d s of f e d e r a l

P o l i c i e s tha t w e r e a r c h i t e c t e d t o

d e s t r o y o u r People a n d ass im i l a te
us ou t o f ex i s tence . It's a n o f fense

o f t he h i g h e s t o rde r , a n d it's a k i n

t o Gov. Peter B u r n e t t ' s s tate-spon-

s o r e d b o u n t i e s o n o u r heads,? NI-

j m e h s a i d in the release.

I n d i a n C o u n t r y h a s a n

e n o r m o u s a m o u n t of h o p e f o r jus-

t i c e inves ted i n Haaland?s h i s t o r i c

t e n u r e l e a d i n g the I n t e r i o r Depar t -

m e n t T h e d e p a r t m e n t i n c h i d e s

the B u r e a u of I n d i a n A f f a i r s a n d

a l s o has c o n t r o l o v e r fede ra l

Jands, n a t u r a l resou rces , a n d the

e n v i r o n m e n t .

N S

Urhanplannersare proposing asweeping r e c o n s t r u c t i o nof San Francisco's low-lying shoreline,
ba ordert o addvess the long-termthrest of rising sealevels ss a result o fglobal climate change.

heal estste and econemnic development experts have been ancourazing the Muwekma Ohlone

?Trike t opartnerwi ththe Port Autherity afSanFranciscot e anchort ha t r e c e n s t r u c t i o nw i t h a
world class teusism and entertakmment attraction, propesed as ?The Muwekma Whacis', with

sweepingpublic spaces, famlty-erlewted attractions, and a splendidly uniquecomingvenue.
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Tribe would only pursue gaming
if a host municipality asked for
it, Muwekma leaders say

W h e n C h a r l e n e C o n c e p c i o n N t

I m e h f i r s t b e c a m e C h a i r w o m a n o f

t he M u w e k m a O h l o n e Tribe, o n e

of t h e f i r s t a c t i o n s she t o o k w a s

to t e r m i n a t e the Tr ibe 's c o n t r a c t

w i t h a l o n g s t a n d i n g g a m i n g Inves-

t o r w h o had b e e n d o u b l o - d e a t i n g

a g a l n s t t he Tr ibe 's I n t o r e s t s .

Today . t he T r i b e has n o p l a n s to

p u r s u e g a m i n g b u t is r e f u s i n g to

c e d e a n y s o v e r e i g n t y i n s x c h a n g e

f o r leg is la t ion tha t w o u l d ostens!

b l y a f f i r m the T r i b e ' s fede ra l stn

tus.

U n d e r N i m e h ? s l e a d e r -

sh i p , t he T r i b e i s p u r s w n g recy-

c l i n g a n d s o l a r e n e r g y p ro j ec t s

T h a T r i b e j u s t s i g n e d a m e m o -

r a n d u m of u n d e r s t a n d i n g w i t h

one o f Tu rkey ' s l e a d i n g e n g i n e e r s

to b r i n g a p lan t t o C a l l f o r m a tha t

w i l l r e p r o c e s s p las t i c bo t t les i n t o

h i g h - q u a l i t y fabr ios .

T h e T r i b e ts a l s o l e a d i n g

a n i n v e s t m e n t g r o u p tha t w i l l |o-

ca te a s o l a r p a n e l m a n u f a c t u r i n g

P l a n t in t h e U n i t e d Statés, o n Ind i -

a n l a n d - a n d N i j m e h ts p a r t n e r -

i n g w i t h o n e o f t he wor ld ' s largest
text i le m a n u l a c t u r e r s to m a k e it

h a p p e n .

U n d e r Ca l i f o rn i a law,

e v e r y fede ra l l y r e c o g n i z e d T r i b e

fs e n t i t l e d to t w o c a s i n o o p e r a t i n g

lUcenses, w i t h m o r e t h a n 2 , 6 0 0 slot

m a c h i n e s at e a c h locat ion .

N i j m e h isn't n e c e s s a r i l y

o p p o s e d t o p u r s u i n g gaming, b u t

sees it as a d a u n t i n g u n d e r t a k i n g
tha t t he T r i b e Is n o t r e a d y to p u r -

sue. S h e says tha t t he d e c i s i o n i s

one f o r t he n e x t g e n e r a t i o n t o de-
c i de , a n d th inks i t c o u l d take ten

y e a r s to m a k ea rea l i t y .

?As a T r i b e , o u r g o v e r n -

m e n t w a n t s to b e a g o o d ne ighbo r ,

a n d w e w o u l d n e v e r t r y to p u t a

c a s i n o in a c o m m u n i t y w h e r e

p e o p l e don?t w a n t i t? N i j m e h ex-

p l a i n s
?But i n m y c o n v e r s a t i o n s

w i t h jeada rs o f t he B u l d i n g a n d

C o n s t r u c t i o n T r a d e s u n i o n s , they

r e a l l y w a n t u s to b u i l d a cas ino?

N i j m e h exp la ins , ?It w o u l d m e a n

1 0 , 0 0 0 c o n s t r u c t i o n fobs, a n d it

C Y

P d e r y

w o u l d c rea te at l eas t 3 , 0 0 0 p e r -

m a n e n t a n d e a s i l y u n i o n i z a b l e

j o b s in hosp i t a l i t y?

N iymeh c o n c e d e s tha t if

t he C i t y of San Jose, t he C i t y of S a n

F ranc i sco , t he C i t y o f Berke ley , o r

a n o t h e r m u n i c i p a l i t y a p p r o a c h e d

the T r i b e a n d r e q u e s t e d its p a r t -

n e r s h i p i n d e v e l o p i n g a g a m i n g

a t t r a c t i o n , tha t she w o u l d b r i n g it

t o t he T r i b a l C o u n c i l f o r a vo te .

T h e T r i b e ' s m e m b e r s

w e r e r o u n d e d u p f r o m h u n d r e d s

o f B a y A r e a v i l l ages , a n d t h e y

w e r e e n s l a v e d at M i s s i o n D e l o r e s
in S a n F ranc i sco , M i s s i o n S a n

J o s e , a n d M i s s i o nS a n t a C l a r a , a n d

w e r e m o v e d a r o u n d l i ke ca t t l e i n
@ f e u d a l f o r ced l a b o r s y s t e m A s

such, t he Tr ibe 's a b o r i g i n a l t e r r i t o -

Ty i n c l u d e s a v a s t s w a t h of N o r t h -

e m Ca l i f o rn i a s u r r o u n d i n g the
S a n F r a n c i s c o B a y T h a t w o u l d

m a k e any m u n i c i p a l i t y i n S a n
F ranc i sco , S a n Mateo , Santa Clara ,

C o n t r a Costa, o r A l a m e d a C o u n -

t e s e l i g i b l e to h o s t a M u w e k m a

g a m i n g venue . A g r e e m e n t s w i t h
hos t m u n i c i p a l i t i e s o f t e n i n c l u d e

l u c r a t i v e r e v e n u e s h a r i n g a g r e e
m e n t s tha t f u n d a s l e wo f c o m m u :

n i t y I n v e s t m e n t s a n d amen i t ies .
W i t h S a n Franc isco 's

c u r r e n t b u d g e t de f i c i t s , s p i r a l i n g

t o u r i s m i n d u s t r y , a n d a n i n d e f e n -

s t b l y t a c k y v i b e at F i s h e r m a n ' s

W h a r f , m a n y th i nk a w o r l d claso

g a m i n g v e n u e c o u l d b e p r e c t e e l y

w h a t t h e c i t y needs .

T h e T r i b e has b e e n

a p p r o a c h e d b y s o m e u r b a n de-

s i g n e r s w h o w a n t M u w e k m a to

a n c h o r a w a t e r f r o n t r e v i v a l t ha t

w o u l d r e c o n s t r u c t m o s t of t h e

F i s h e r m a n ' s W h a r f s e c t i o n o f t h e

i t y - w i t h a v a s t n e w s y s t e mo f

p e d e s t r i a n p r o m e n a d e s a n d al-

l e y w a y s , c o m m e r c i a l p ie rs , a n d

tous t l ing s to re - t i ned s t r e e t s c a p e s .

They envision a world

class casino. with 300,000 square
feet of gaming space, 3,000 hotel
rooms, and 1.000 luxury condos
in a three-block parcel that would
include a 100,000 square foot

publ ic square and amphitheatra
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OR NIJMEH, HUMANITARIAN WORK|
DEVASTATING EARTHQUAKE IN TURK!

WHAT FRIENDS DO? AFTER NATURAL:
W h e n a d e v a s t a t i n g e a r t h q u a k e

h i t Turkey l a s t s p r i n g , C h a r i e n e

N i j m e h r e s p o n d e d by t r a v e i l n g t o

t h e Syrian b o r d e r t o de l i ve r r e l i e t

s u p p i l e s Itke c l o t h i n g , b l a n k e t s ,

a n d f o o d , t o t h e h a r d e s t - h i t a reas .

A t t he d m e , o f f i c ia l e s t i m a t e s p u t

t he d e a t h to l l a t 6 0 , 0 0 0 , b u t t h e

a c t u a l d e a t h t a l l c o u l d b e a s h i g h

as 200 ,000 . M i l o n s w e r e m a d e

h o m e l e s s o r d i s p l a c e d , I n s o m e

c o m m u n i t i e s , m o r e t h a n o n e - t h i r d

o f a l l b u i l d i n g s w e r e des t royed .

N i j m e h p r e d i c t s tha t t he

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n p r o c e s s w i l l t ake a

d e c a d e , b u t s h e ts o p t i m i s t i c tha t

- i T u r k e y a n d t h e U n i t e d Sta tes

g r o w c l o s e r t o g e t h e r- t ha t t he B a y

A r e a c a n p l a y a b i g ro le i n h e l p i n g

the T u r k i s h p e o p l e l a y m o d e r n

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e sys tems a n d to re -

b u i l d i n a w a y tha t b r i n g s e x t r a o r -

d i n a r y n e w e c o n o m i c o p p o r t u n i -

ues t o the T u r l a s h S y r i a n b o r d e r

reg ion .
?The p a r m e r s h i p b e

t w e e n the T u r k i s h p e o p l e a n d the

A m e r i c a n p e o p l e i s a s t r o n g a n d

e n d u r i n g one. It's a r e l a t i o n s h i p

t h a l Is c r i t i c a l t o g l o b a l s e c u r t y It's
o n e of t he m o s t i m p o r t a n t b i f a t e r -

a l r e l a b o n s h i p s in the w o r l d , ? she

t o l d l o c a l r e p o r t e r s at t he t ime .

?F r i ends are t h e r e f o r

e a c h o t h e r w h e n t n n e e d . That 's

w h y I ' m h e r e In T u r k e y d e l i v e r i n g

re l i e f s u p p l i e s t o p e o p l e i m p a c t e d

b y the devas ta t i on . T h e re la t i on -

shup b e t w e e n o u r p e o p l e is s o

Touch s t r o n g e r t h a n t h e re la t i on -

s h i p b e t w e e n o u r gove rnmen ts ,?

she a d d e d .

Nifmah?s t e x t i l e recyc l i ng :

c o m p a n i e s h a v e o p e r a t i o n s in

T u r k e y , a n d o n e of h e r b u s i n e s s

P a r t n e r s tost d o z e n s of f a m i l y

m e m b e r s in the d isaster .

N i j m e h w a s ab le to lev-

e r a g e h e r g l o b a l n e t w o r k s i n the
t e x u l e r e c y c l i n g s p a c e to p r o v i d e

rel ie f s u p p l i e s , w i t h o u t t a x p a y e r

f u n d i n g o r g o v e r n m e n t s u p p o r t
N i j m e h w a s i n t e r v i e w e d

?by j o u r n a l i s t s a t t h e t ime , a n d con-

t i n u e s to h a v e h i g h a s p i r a t i o n s f o r

f u t u r e t r a d e m iss i ons b e t w e e n the

S a n F r a n c i s c o Bay A r e a a n d t h e

T u r k i s h - S y r i a n B o r d e r

: Why areyou in Turkey?

A f r h e r e t o d i s t r i b u t e c l o t h i n g ,

b lanke ts , a n d re l i e f s u p p l i e s d i

r e c t l y t o p e o p l e i m p a c t e db y t h i s

d e v a s t a t i n g ea r t hquake . T h i s i s

w h a t f r i e n d s do. {t's i m p o r t a n t

that w e c o t l a b o r a t e t o s u p p o r t t he

reg ion 's l o n g - t e r m e c o n o m i c r e

c o n s t r u c t i o n , a n d s t r e n g t h e n the

t les b e t w e e n o u r people. A n e v e n

l o s e r r e l a t i o n s h i p w i l l b r i n g sta-

b i l i t y a n d p rog ress to t h e reg ion .

Qi What does pour company de In Turkey?

A: O u r c o m p a n y has u n i q u e ca-

p a b i l i t i e s t n g l o b a l r e c y o l i n g logis

ucs, Because o f t he w o r k w e d o in

t e x t i l e r e c y c l i n g in t h e reg ion , w e

are a b l e to d i s i r i b u t e n e e d e d sup-

p l i e s t o the m o s t v u l n e r a b l e pop-

u l a t o n s v e r y q u i c k l y a n d v e r y

e f t i c i enuy

& Tall we about your envireamental work?

A. Globa l l y . w e d i v e r t we l l up-

w a n d s of 6 0 m i l l i o n p o u n d s of

u s e d text i les f r o m l a n d f i l l s e v e r y

y e a r It 's an e n o r m o u s success
in l a n d f i l l d i v e r s i o n - e v e r y sin-

gle year. T h e tex t i l es tha t c a n n o t

b e r e u s e d a n d r e s o l d a r e repro-

cessed i n t o f i be r a n d r e p u r p o s e d .

f o r a l l so r t s of c o n s u m e r p r o d u c t s ,

f r o m c a r p e t u n d e r l a y , t o mat t ress-

9s, to h o u s i n gi n s u l a t i o n .

& Hew can the Bay Area business community

lay 2 role la tha region's reconstruction?

A T h e Bay A r e a is h o m e to the

M o s t i n n o v a n v e a n d f o r w a r d

t h u n k i n g c o m p a n i e s in the w o r l d

T u r k e y w a n t s t o r e b u i l d b e t t e r
t h a n it's e v e r b e e n before. T h e

B a y A r e a has n e w i n f r a s t r u c t u r e

teahno log res t h a t w e can b r i n g to

T u r k e y - f r o m h i g h - s p e e d sate l l i te
I n t e r n e t s e r v i c e , t o Elon Musk?s h y

p e r loop , a n d d r i v e r l e s s c a r s A n d

t r a d e re l a t i onsh ips a r e just t he be-

g i n n i n g .

Q: Why de you focus en textiles spectficaly?

A T h e t e x t i l e i n d u s t r y ts c o n s i d -

e r e d the m o s t e c o l o g i c a l l y h a r m -

fu l i n d u s t r y t n the w o r l d . I t is the

s e c o n d m o s t p o l l u t i n g i n d u s t r y i n

the w o r l d a f t e r o l l a n d gas . C o t t o n

asa t h i r s t y c r o p It r e q u i r e s 2 . 7 0 0
l i t e r s o f w a t e r to m a k e o n e T-shurt.

That 's w h a t o n e p e r s o n d r i n k s i n

2 6 y e a r s T h e w o r l d uses 1 3 t r i l -

l i o n g a l l o n s o f w a t e r e a c h y e a r f o r
f a b r i c d y e i n g a l a n e In arenas a!

r e a d y t a c i n g w n t e r stress, th is c a n

be p a r t i c u l a r l y d a m a g i n g Reoy-

c l i n g t e x u l e s 1sc r i t i c a l l y i m p o r t a n t

to protecting the environment

Nijmeh believes that global

philanthropy hasa role to play

in humanitarian relief following ©

natural disasters, and she

wants to lead by example.

One of Nijmeh?s
buisness partners
lost more than
two dozen
relatives in a

single night.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR:

?OLLOWING

?¥ WAS ?JUST

LOFGREN IS STILL REFUSING TO SPEAK UP FOR

DISASTERS

Dear Editor,

1 a m d i s t r e s s e d o v e r the

o n g o i n g Israe l -Gaza con f l i c t and,

spect f ica l ly , m y d i s a p p o i n t m e n t

w i t h R e p r e s e n t a t s¢ Z o e Lotgren?s

u m i d stanos o n the m a t t e r - still

u n w i l l i n g to ca l l f o r a n u n m e d j a t e

cease f i re
I t s . a c o m p l e x tssue w i t h

d e e p h is to r i ca l r o o t s a n d pro-
f o u n d h u m a n i t a r i a n imp l i ca t i ons .
I b e l i e v e that i t necess i ta tes a

bo ld and reso lu te s t a n c e f r o m o u r

e l e c t e d l e a d e r s - o n e r o o t e d i n the

p r i n c i p l e s o f h u m a n r i g h t s a n d the

p u r s u i t of peace [11s f r o m th is per-

s p e c t i v e that I f ind R e p Lofgren?s

p o s i t i o n s to b a excess i ve l y b e h o l d -

e n to Z i o n i s t i n te res t s a n d her r e

l u c t a n c e to d e m a n d a n i m m e c h a t e

ceaseh re t roub l i ng .

It is Z o e Lofg ren 's d u t y

to p u t Amer ina?s in terests first,

bu t I n c r e a s i n g l y it s e e m s t h a l she

is w i l l i n g to p u t Isracl?s in te res t s

above a l l e l s e

?This 1s n o t just a b o u t p o l

i t ies, t i s a b o u t h u m a n l ives Every

day tha t t he c o n f l i c t c o n u n u e s ,

m o r e i n n o c e n t l i ves a r e lost, a n d

the h o p e s f o r a s tab le a n d p o a c e -

fu l f u t u r e i n the r e g i o n are fu r the r :

d u m i n s h e d L e a d e r s h i p r e q u i r e s

the c o u r a g e to a d v o c a t e f o r w h a t

L i p t o n oe

e T ?

a e

You KNOW the EXPRESSION:

?AN ENE f o ran EVEandan EVE,
and anEYE and an EVEane an EVE

and an EYE and an EYE,and
ONE MORE EYE.?

is r i gh t , e v e n in the m i d s t of geopo:

l i t ica l c o m p l e x i t y
T urge Rep Lolgren to

consider the impact of her posi
dons, to elevate the unmency for

peaow and to align her voice with
those calling for an immediate
cessation of hoshiities Our nation
has a profound role to play on the
global stage. and it Is imperative
that ou r representauves act dec!
sively in tines of crisis

Representauve democ
racy means reflecting the con
sclence of the people It is with a

heavy heart that } write this letter,

hoping it reaches our representa
tive with the gravity and sincerity
with whuch tt is intended,

We, the cons t i t uen t s ,

y e a r n f o r a w o r l d in w h i c h p e a c e
is the c o m e r s t o n a of i n t e r n a t i o n a l

re l a t i ons To tha t end. I u r g e Rep.

L o f g r e n to take a f i r m e r s t a n c e

i n a d v o c a n n g f o r a n i m m e d i a t e
c e a s e b r e a n d to w o r k t i r e less l y

f o r a r e s o l u t i o n tha t e n s u r e s the

sa fe ty a n d d i g n i t y of a l l p e o p l e in-

vo lved.

Sinoerely,

H e l e n Tang , 2 6

S a n Jase

altZ e .
ow

Sun j m
avs 239 0088

409 StoryMeow 06048
Sanpone CAPTIIZ

eee back redofthe plaza!
erretanetensene

pivsuouat'g
- P I Z E Z A -

n y , calidad

2
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Pr imary
Elect ion
T u e s d a y , M a r c h 5, 2 0 2 4

D o n ' t Delay, Vote Today!

Earty wole-by-mail batlol vobing penad is from
February $ through March 5, 2024.

Po l i s a re open from7 :00a . m .t o &.00 o m .
e n March5 , 2024, G e c t i o nD a y !

A e
H Y
VOTE SAFE
CALIFORNIA

Draty teguterad voter
te C a h f e c i ai l levelee
e rete-by-mat batiel.

? W l a - t yra i lbah t
are m a t e dones betes

F e a r y5.

? W a t e - b y -o i l oalets,

cuehe v o t e dand

e k e dus 30885
Moyererecened.

Yate by. drop

meres epee F o n e ®

t m parton v i n g
eptlars vill be artiste
haltcomtes,

'

i
1

i

1

i

t
'

'
1

t

'
i

'

!

Ceridicateo f Correctness

LMterch fave,seemtir,
AN t a t e alate +

Tallyele L i t e n tg iety t
He vemarbatasiise bosh
a l laanara l stea s h e
aevater a

P a b t a r e l3

[ e p e r a t i ncreyvtars a a t
tte pa ME eae ay wee ant
De cee Sale te shh

Saramente Cailzala t is
Divevey of Secvarber, 923,

S t u r t e y4, Wabec, PRD.
S e c r o t a r yo f Stato

w e e e t e - 3
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a S

SOUTH BAY INDIGENOUS

SOLIDARTY GROUP BACKS

CHARLENE FOR CONGRESS

M u w e k m a G h i o n e T b e ! C h a l r w o m a n C h a r i e n e C o n c e p c i o n N i j m e h ' s

c a n d i d a c y i s h is to r i c , N o person o f I n d i g e n o u s C a l i f o r n i a n a n c e s t r y has

aver r e p r e s a n t e d the S t a t e o f Ca l i f o rn i a In the U n i t e d S t a t e s C o n g r e s s .

A c t l o n s t a k e n by F e d e r a l a n d S t a t e o f f i c i a l s h a v e den ied t r e a t i e s a n d

erased the f e d e r a l s t a t u s o f Oh lone Peoples. N o O h l o n e l a n

been fo rma l l y c e d e d by any Ohtone Tr ibe,

South Bay Indigenous Solidarity
has voted to formally enderse Mu
wekma Ohlone Tribal Chair Char-

lene Numeh in her campaign for
Congress in District 18

T h e O h l o n e p o p u l a t i o n

has f a c e d g e n o c i d e a n d m a s s d e

popu la t i on , d u e t o the a c t i o n s of

c o l o n i a l r e g i m e s a n d se t i l e r pop:
u lu t ions . T h e M u w e l a m a O h l o n e

T r i b e o f the S a n F r a n c i s c o Bay

A r e a fs one o f t h r e e h i s t o r i c a l

l y f ede ra l l y r e c o g n i z e d O h l o n e
T r i bes T h e F e d e r a l r e c u g n i s o n

of these t h r e e T r i b e s w a s n e v e r

r e v o k e d b y a n y Act of C o n g r e s s
* C u l l f o r n i a d u s e r v e s a

Represen ta t i ve w h o unde rs tands .

the concerns of Its residents and

Is responsive when lhose rest
dents reach out? the organization
insist. ?Chairwoman Nimeh has

been an effective leader of the Mu
welgna Ohlone.?

South Bay Indigenous
Solidanty ts a grassroots organi

sation founded tn 2019,on thea n
cestral lands and territory of the

Muwokma Ohlone Tribe The or-
gavuzation is a mult-ethnie group
that supporta _ Indigenous lod.
grassrouts efforts to promote hu-

man rights, restore Indigenous
land stewardship and preserve
threatened cultural, bur ia l and
sacred gites. .

YES, PEOPLE EXPERIENCING
HOMELESSNESS CAN REGIS-

TER TO VOTE, HERE IS HOW
People e x p e r i e n c i n g hame less -

ness i n Ca l i f o rn ta c a n r e g i s t e r to

v o t e a s long a s y o um e a t t h e s t a n d

a r d u l i g i h i l i t y c r i t e r i a r e q u i r e d of

a l l v o t e r s . To r e g i s t e r t o v o t e in
C a l i f o r n i ay o u m u s t b e :

ao t t i z o n o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s
~ al e g a l r e s i d e n to f y o u r s t a t e .

at least 18bye l e c t i o nd a y
- n o t i n p r i s o n ,o n probationo r

paro le for 4felonyconv ic t ion
n o t declaredmental ly incompe.

t e n tbya cour t

Youm a y be eligible t o vote i f you
are aconv ic ted felon whose vot-

ing Tights have been restored,
w h i c h var ies based on l o r a l lawa,

Y o u d o n o tn e e d ast reet

address to register to voto The

section of the voter registration
f o r m tho t asksf o r you ra d d r e s sa l
jowsvoters t o d e s c r i b et h e p iace

where you spend most of your
lume. Youoani e l u d e arccsstreets,

a n d routes tw h e l pe s t a b l i s hy o u r
r i g h t t o vote i n you r commurmty

You don o tneedI D to r e g -
i s t e r t o vota. I y o u d on o t have a

C a l i f o r n i a[ D card o r know t h e last
f o u rd i g i t s o f you rsva la lsecu r i t y

numbery o u can lsevet h i s sec t ion

b l a n k .A c c o r d i n gt o a r a c e n t Los
Angeles Times article, ?In moat

cases, you w i l l n o tb e r e q u i r e dt o
? h o w i d e n t i f i o n t i o nwhenyou v o t e

i n person I i you arevotingf o r t h e
f i r s t timei n 2federa le l e c t i o n ,you

m a y b ea s k e d to showIdent i f ica-
dani f youd i d n o tprovidet h e l a s t
four d i g i t so f you rSocial Secunty
n u m b e r o r driver's Hcenseo r Cal

f o r n i a1D number when y o u reg i s
t e r e d( o v o t e

You should include an

add ress where y o u reosive mail
i t p o s s i b l e .T h i s can b ea p o s t of -

fice box, the home of someone

y o u t r u s t ,o r o businesst h o t h o e
agreed to receive mail on your

b e h a l fI f you i n c l u d ea n oddress
wherey o u c a nr e o s i v em a i l y o u

s h o u l db e a b l e t o v o t eb y m a i l i n
t h e e l e c t i o nt h i s f a l l

T h i s year f t ia especially
i r o p o r t a n tf o r a l lvoters t o make@

Plan t o vote t h a t w i l l veorkbest t o r

t h e m T h i s g u i d ehas informat ion
m a n m b o r so f Calliornia?s cdisabilty

c o m m u r i t yoan use t o meke t h e l r
v o t i n gplan t h i s fa i t

MUR825400047
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The faces of San Jose?s homelessness epidemic
T h e r e Is a d i r e c t c o r r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n w h a t t h e g e n e r a l p u b l i c p e r c e l v e s

a b o u t h o m e l e s s n e s s a n d h o w I t a f f e c t s p o l i c y c h a n g e . M o s t p e o p l e

b lame h o m e l e s s n e s s o n the person e x p e r i e n c i n g I t I ns tead o f t he in-

c r e a s i n g s h o r t a g e o f a f f o r d a b l e h o u s i n g , l a c k o f e m p l o y m e n t , 2 l i v i n g

w a g e or the c o u n t l e s s r e a s o n s t h a t p u t a person a t r isk . Th is l a c k o f

u n d e r s t a n d i n g c r e a t e s a d a n g e r o u s c y c l e of m i s p e r c e p t i o n t h a t l e a d s

to t h e i n a b i l i t y t o e f f e c t i v e l y a d d r a s s the root c a u s e s o f h o m o l o s s n o s s ,

O n the st reets , h e g o e s b y t h e

n a m e o f G r i m . It 's w h a t p e o p l e c a l l

h i m G r i m has g r o w n t o l i ke t h e
name s i n c e t h e s t r e e t s a r e a l l h e

h a s e v e r k n o w n .

W h e n 1a s k e dG r i m h o w

l o n gh a s h e l i v e d h o m e l e s si n S a n

Jose, h e r e s p o n d e d . ?20 y e a r s , I

a m 2 9 " G r i m w e n t o n t o e x p l a i n

t h a ta t t h e a g e o f 9 h e w a s r e m o v e d

f r o m h i s f a m i l yb y c h i l d p r o t e c t i v e

services. G r i m w a s p l a c e d i n t o

We

ya

fos ter c a r e b u t h e d i d n ? t l i ke {t a n d

r a n a w a y T h e s t r e e t s h a v e b e e n

G n m ' s fam i l y since. C a n y o u um-

a g i n e g r o w i n g u p h o m e l e s s f r o m

s u c h a y o u n g age!

G r i m ' s s t o r y 1s i m p o r t a n t

b e c a u s e the p u b l i c n e e d s t o see

the s t o r y b e h i n d a d d i c t i o n . m e n t a l

u lness , a n d home lessness G r i m 1s

a b y p r o d u c t of a b r o k e n s o m a l

s e r v i c e s a n d f o s t e r c a r e system.

W h e n a s k e d h o m e l e s s n e s s in S a n

Jose, S h a n n o n r e s p o n d e d tha t it

i s c o l d a n d v e r y r o u g h . ? P e o p l e ~

s t e a tf r o m y o u w h e n y o u r es l e e p -

i n g ? S h a n n o n c o n t i n u e d B o b , h e r

f a t h e r , g o e s o n t o s a y t h e r ei s n o t

bonne S i e

?Yog} Is 69 y e a r s okda n ds leep ing
o u t s i d eI n San J o s e , a n o o f the
wealthiest regions of ou r great

country. Yogi became homeless
a f t e r h e r f i r s t h u s b a n dd i e d . Re-

m a r k a b l y ,Yog!i s s t i l l i n p o n t v e

spar i t s even a f t e r b e i n g homeless
f o r 26 y e a r a N o o n e s h o u l d b e

To listen to these stories of San

Jose residents who are struggling
with homelessness, scan here:

e n o u g h housing. B o b says the o n l y

p l a c e a v a i l a b l e to t h e m ft t he local

s h e l r e r a n d it's t oo c r o w d e d Shan-

t o n a n d h e r f a t h e r h a v e b e e n

h o m e l e s s sunce 1994.

h o m e l e s sf o r even a day,b u tt o r2 6

years l i v i n g outstdei n Si l icon Valk
ley- this I s atragedy.

Yogi says they do
e v e r y t h i n gf h e y cant o makemon -

e y , but they just cannota f fo rd t h e

h i g h oost o f rentst n t h e area.

Walt 1s a c u s p l a c e d l e c h w o r k e r

l i v i n g o n the s t r e e t s of S a n Jose

H e w o r k e d un t he e l e c t r o m o tndus-

t r y f o r t h i r t y y e a r s T h e n a r o u n d *

ten y e a r s ago, h is j o b ? w e n t away?,

a n d soon a f t e r h e e n d e d u p h o m e -

lass.

?Walt c l a i m s to b e "com:

f o r t a b l y homeless.? He m a n a g e s

to stay w a r m . H e m a n a g e s to s t a y

clean. Get gets off t he s t r e e t s i n t o
@ ho te l a f e w t imes a m o n t h A l -

t h o u g h s o m e m i g h t t h i nk th is is

J i m m y 1s a homeless V i e t n a m Vet-

e r a n l i v i n g in a h o m e l e s s s h e l t e r

n e a r S a n Jose H e w a s r e n t i n g a

r o o m , bu t b e c a u s e o f l a c k of w o r k

w a s n o t ab le t o p a y r e n t J i m m y
t h e n f o u n d h i m s e l f in c o u r t a n d

e v e n t u a l l y t he st reets

J i m m y w a s l u c k y th is

t ime . He f o u n d E H C L i feBu i l de rs

a n d didn?t spend a n y ?street t i m e ?

But J i m m y has b e e n h o m e l e s s be-

OK, h o m e l e s s n e s s is n e v e r a w a y

for p e o p l e to l i ve A d d to tha t W a l t

is a h o m e l e s s v e t e r a n a n d a sen-

1or, h e s h o u l d no t b e o n the st reets

of S i u c o n V a l l e y

W a l t re fuses to a c c e p t

a n y k i n d of p u b l i c a s s t s t a n c e

H e b e l i e v e s tha t t y p e of s u p p o r t

s h o u l d g o to w o m e n a n d fami l i es
w h o n e e d { t Ins tead , W a l t p lays

his f l u t e to ra ise the m o n e y h e

n e e d s

fore. O n c e f o r four years .

T h e g o o d n e w s is i m m y

has a p lan . T h e V e t e r a n s A d m i n i s -

t r a t i o n h a s b e e n p a y i n g bene f i t s

a n d J u m m y b e l i e v e s h e w i l l b e

b a c k o n h i s fee t s o o n
His w i s h e s a r e s i m p l e :

t ha t n o o n e has to g o t h r o u g h

w h a t h e w e n t t h r o u g h a n d t h a t

o u r c o u n t r y ge ts b e t t e r

H e a t h e r 1s a s ing le m o m w i t h t w o

d a u g h t e r s d o i n g the v e r y b e s t she
c a n t o s u r v i v e homelessness. W e

m e t t h i s pas t fa l l in S a n Jose, C a l -

l fo rn ia . For f ive y e a r s they h a v e

b e e n i n a n d ou t of shel ters a n d ho-

tels. H e a t h e r says i t 1s r e a l l y h a r d

t o ge t h o u s i n g w i t h o u t a j o b , a n d

a l t h o u g l t she c o n t i n u e s t o l é o k f o r

w o r k , n o one w a n i s t o h i r e h e r

T d w i n has b e e n h o m e l o s s t w o

y e a r s , H e saya h e 1s m e c h a n i c a l .

l y I n c l i n e d b u t s u r v i v e s m o s i y

b y c l e a n i n g ca rpe ts . H e lives i n

C o y o t e C r e e k in S a n Jose ? H o w

c o m e they c a n ' t l o n k ou t f o r us

r i g h t h e r e ? * h e asks, r e f e r e n c i n g

g o v e r n m e n t r e s p o n s e s t o n a t u r a l

d i sas te rs .

N i o o l a s has b e e n h o m e l e s s nm S a n

Jose f o r a b o u t a year. H e d o e s n ' t

h a v e a n ID, w h i c h m a k e s i t cha l -

J e n g i n g t o f i n d w o r k o r s u p p o r t
H e has b e e n p a n h a n d l i n g to ge t

by. H e fs p a s s i o n a t e a b o u t e c o l o g y
a n d w o r r i e d a b o u t t he d w i n d l i n g

b e e p o p u l a v i a r ? H e d r e v a s a b o u t
g e t u n g i n t o s c h o o ! to s t u d ye c o l e

a y .

A t 1B, G e r a r d o w a s k i c k e do u t b y

his m o t h e rf o r b e i n g g a y H e h a d
a@ n e r v o u s b r e a k d o w n a n d f o s t

h i s j o b a s ar e s u l t a t a g e 2 3 H e

hasb e e n h o m e l e s sf o r f o u r y e a r s ,
b u t f e e l s l i k e h e 1so n t h e b r i n k o f

t u r m u n g h i s l i f e a r o u n d .H e w i s h e s

that e v e r y o n e w a s able t o a f f o r da

house

Evelin lives near San Jose, Cali.
f o rn i a and sheh a s o v e r a m o n t h
sober. Evelin says T m not i n t e r

ested i n doing any drugs. T'm f u s t
i n t e r e s t e di n getting a safep lacet o
stay?. That's av e r y p o w e r f u ls ta te
ment, Evelinwas lucky. She found
EHC LifeBuilders, but Santa Clara
County is bedly ln need of more

supportive h o u s i n g6 0 Morep e o -
p l e can f i nd t h ehelp theyn e e d t o

rebu i ld t h e i r Uves. .
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ASTROLOGY: PLANETARY ALIGNMENTS ARE

CONDUSIVE TO NEW BEGINNINGS

M a r o h21 - A p r i 1 9

T h i s w e e k ,A r i e s , y o u m a y f i n d
yourself langing for something

n e w a n d a x c t t i n g . Embracet h i s

t h i r s t f o r change andu s e i t a s a n
o p p a r t u n l t yt o exploref r e s h p e r
S p e c t i v e s .I t ' s t i m et o b r e a k f r e e

f r o m o l d p a t t e r n sa n d embrace
umovet i ve idaas. T r u s i y o u r in-

s t i n c t s a n d l e t themg u i d ey o u a s
you n a v i g a t et h epa tho f progress.
R e m e m b e r ,changec a nb e y o u r

a l y , e m p o w e r i n gy o u f o m a k e a
p o s t i v e impact and l e a dt h e way

towards a brighter future Em-
b r a c e t h e windso f changea n d b e

t h e c a t a l y s tf a r wonsformation.

Taurus

A p r i l20 - May 20,

D e a r T a u r u s , t h e t i m e h a s c o m e

t o l e t goo f t h e f a m i l l a ra n d o p e n

y o u r s e l f u p to n e w poss ib i l i ues .

C h a n g e m a y b e u n s e t t l i n g ,b u t i t

a l s o b r i n g s g r o w t h a n d r e n e w a l

E m b r a c et h e i d e a o f r e e v a l u a t i n g

y o u r be l i e f s , r e l a t i o n s h i p s , a n d

g o a l s . S t e p o u t s i d ey o u r c o m f o r t

z o n e a n d w e l o o m ef r e s h p e r s p e c -

t i v e s . B y e m b r a c i n g c h a n g e , y o u

c a n c a r v e ap a t h t o w a r d sa b e t t e r

f u t u r e , b o t h f o r y o u r s e l fa n d o t h -

?ers. T r u s t i n t h e s t r e n g t ho f y o u r

c o n v i c t i o n sa n c s e l z e t h e o p p o r -

t u m t y l o a r e s t e p o s i t i v e c h a n g e

a r o u n d y o u .

Gemini

M a y 2 1 -J u n e2 0

G e m i n i , y o u r q u i c k - w i t t e d n e t u r e

a n s p a r k p o s i t i v ec h a n g ei n y o u r

f e a n d b e y o n d . E m b r a c e y o u r i n -

n a t e c u r i o s i t ya n d t h i r s t f o r k n o w ! -

e d g e . S e e k o u t n e w ideas , p e r -
spec t i ves , a n d e x p e r i e n c e s th is

w e e k E n g a g e i n c o n v e r s a t i o n s
tha t c h a l l e n g e y o u r e x i s t i n g b e

l i e f s a n d b r o a d e ny o u r h o r i z o n s .

E m b r a c i n gc h a n g e a n d n e w i d e a s

w i l l l a a dy o u t o u n c h a r t e dt e r r i t o -

T i e s w h e r e y o u o a n m a k e ad i f f e r

e n c e R e m e m b e r , i n n o v a t i o n a n d

t r a n s f o r m a t i o ne r e y o u r a l l l e s- l e t

t h e m g u i d e y o u t o w a r d sa f u t u r e

f i l e d wi th e n d l e s s p o s s i b i l i t i e s .

Cancer
J a n e2 t - July 22

D e a r Cancer, I t t i m e toembraces

t h e winds o f change andl e t g o o f
o i d hab i t sa n d outdated rout ines.

w a y s o f thinkang andc h a l l e n g et h e
statusquo ,B y e m b r a c i n gchange.
y o uo a n i n a p i r e thosea r o u n d you
t o d o I h e same.Be t h e catalystf o r

progress and let you r intuit ion
g u i d e y o u t o w a r d sa br igh ter fu-
t u r e . R e m e m b e r ,changem a y i n
i t a l y be uncomiortable, but i ts
T e w a r d sa r ew o r t h t h e ef for t .

Leo
J u l y 23 - A u g u s t2 2

Leo, this week,t h e cosmos beok-

ansyou tonavigateunchar tedwa-
t a r s a n d e m b r a c en e w i d e a s . T h e
( imehas coms t o leave behind ou t .

d a t e d o p i n i o n sa n d rou t i nesa n d
e m b a r k o n ajourneyo f self-rein-

vention. Embrace your natural
charisma and leadership quall-

ties to inspire others to embrace
change. Bychallengingtradi t ional

n o v o n s , y o u canpave t h e way f o r
P r o g r e s sandfostera senseo f u n t -
ty Embrace the w i n d so f change"
a n d l e t t h e m g u i d e y o u t o w a r d s a

f u t u r e w h e r e e v e r y o n e c a n s h i n e

a n d p r o s p e r

Virgo

A u g u s t23 - September2 2

V i r g o , th is w e e k , y o u a r e p r e s e n t -

e d w i t h a n o p p o r t u n i t y to b r e a k

f r e e f r o m s e l f - i m p o s e d l i m i t a t i o n s

a n d e m b r a c e n e w w a y s o f t h i n k

i n g S t a y o p e n f o u n e x p l o r e d d e n s

a n d p e r s p e c t i v e s tha t c a n b r o a d

e n y o u r h o r i z o n s . T r u s t y o u r i n -

s t i nc t s a n d Jet g o of o l d p a t t e r n s

tha t n o J o n g e r s e r v e you . E m b r a c -

i n g c h a n g e w i l l a l l o w y o u to tap

i n t o y o u r f u l l p o t e n t i a l and m a k e

a p o s i u v e u n p a c t o n y o u r s e l f A n d

those a r o u n d you , E m b r a c e t h e

s p i r i t of w a n s f o r m a t i o n a n d s t e p

i n t o a f u t u r e f i l l ed w i t h g r o w t h

a n d a d v a n c e m e n t

Libra
September 23 - October 22.

D e a r L i b r a , t h i s w e e k e m b o d i e s

t h e p r o m i s eo f c h a n g ea n d r e n e w -
a l E m b r a c et h e i d a a o f t u r n i n g t h e

p a g e o n o l d w a y s a n d e m b r a c e

n e w i d e a s w i t h o p e n a r m s . B y

seek ing h a r m o n y a n d ba lance ,

y o u c a n c r e a t ea p o s i t i v e i m p a c t
o n y o u r r e l a t i o n s h i p s a n d t h e

w o r l d a r o u n d you . E m b r a c e p r o -

g r e s s i v e a t t i t u d e sa n d a l l o w y o u r -
s e l f t o f i n d n e w w e y s o f f o s t e r i n g

c o p e r a t i o n a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,

B y e m b r a c i n gc h a n g ea n d i n n o v a -

t i o n , y o u c a n p l a y ac r u c i a l r o l ei n

c r e a t i n g4 f u r u r e f i l l e d w i t h u n i t y
e n d f a t r n o s s

Seorpio
? O c t o b e r2 3 - Nevember2 1

S c o r p i o , change m a y sometiniies

d ei n t i m i d a t i n g ,b u t t h i s week, i t
is your aily Embrace the wans-
formative energyt h a t s u r r o u n d s
you andl e t go o f o ld attachments.
R o o o g n i z et h e t byembrac ingn e w

i d e a s a n d p e r s p e o t i v e s ,you a r e
presanted with an Opportunity

f o r p e r s o n e )g row tha n d e m p o w
e m m e n t .Use y o u rpassionate na-

t u r e a n d d e t e r m i n a t i o nt o b r i n g
eboul posi t ivechangei n you r Life

a n d soc ie t y . Embrace t h e d e p t h
o f t r a n s i o r m a t i o na n d a l l o w i t t o

guide you to ab r i g h t e rf u t u r e .

Saginartus
November 22 - December @1

D e a r Sag i t t a r i us , th is w e e k , t h e

e u n i v e r s e inv i t es y o u t o e m b r a c e

@ new c h a p t e ri n y o u r l i f e . A d -

v e n t u r e a w a i t sa s y o u o p e n y o u r y

s e l f u p t o i n n o v a t i v e ideas a n d

d i f f e r e n t be l i e f sys tems . E m b r a c e

c h a n g e w i t h a n o p e n m i n d , f o r

i t c a n p a v e t h e p a t h t o p e r s o n a l

g r o w t h a n dw i s d o m . E m b r a c e t h e

w i n d s o f c h a n g e a n d a l l o w t h e m

to c a r r y y o u t o w a r d s a f u o r e

f i e d w i t h e x c i t i n g poss fb i l i pes .

S h a r e y o u r n e w i o u n d k n o w l e d g e

a n d i n s p i r e o t h e r s t o e m b r a c e

n e w p e r s p e c t i v e sa s w e l l

C a p r i c o r n

D e c e m b e r2 2 - J a n u a r y1 9

Capricorn, this week presents
@n opportunity for you to mant-
fest posinve change in your tle.
Embrace the idea of breaking

free trom traditional patterns to
areale @ more innovauve future
Your dedication to your goals is

commendable, but consider al-
ternauve routes that may be more
efficacious. Change doesn?t have
to be daunting; it can be the cat
alyst for uncovermg untapped

potenual Let your determination
fuel your journey not just towards
personal success, but towards

creating a legacy of progress and
evolution.

A q u a r i u s

J a n u a r y 2 0 -F e b r u a r y 18

I n n o v a t i v e A q u a r i u s , y o u r fo r -

w a r d - t h i n k i n gn a t u r e i g a b e a c o n

f o r c h a n g e . T h i s week, t he s ta rs

e n c o u r a g ey o u t o s h i n e t h i s l i g h t

m o r e b r o a d l y S h e r e y o u r u n i q u e

p e r s p e c t i v ea n d e m b r a c e t h e r o l e

o f a w a i l b l a z e rT h e w o r k d n e e d s

v i s i o n a n e s k e y o u to c l e a r t he

w a y f o r progress. By c u l t i v a t i n g

n e w i d e a s a n d f o s t e r i n g c h a n g e ,

y o u o a n c o n t r i b u t et o a c o l l e c t i v e
m o v e m e n t t o w a r d s a m o r e en-

can nppie out and create power-
ful transformations.

Pisces
F e b r u a r y1 9 - M a r c h 2 0

Pisces,w i t hy o u r e m p a t h yand i n -
tu i t i on ,you can sense t h e shi f t ing
t i d e s o f change.T h i s week, foster

this connection and channel i l
into positive action. Encourage
those around you to open their
minds and hearts to different

Perspectives. Your sensiovity is
you r strength, enabling you tob e

@gutding l i g h ta s e v e r y o n en a v -
l a t e s t h e evo iv ing lancscapeo f .

ideas E m b r a c et h e ransformadive

power of change, and let i not
o n l y shapey o u r dreamsb u ta l s o
b r i n g about a newr e e l i t yf o ra l l .
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR:

LOFGREN?S AGE, HEALTH

RAISE QUESTIONS ABOUT

FITNESS FOR OFFICE
D e a r Ecuror -

| a ro w r i t i n gt o youn s a
soncernod mother of three and an
active voter in Morgan Hii . It has

come to the community's altention
that Representative Zoe Lofgren
has been exhibiting signs of wee-

riness, often forgetting the names
of triunds and supporters that she
has known for decades. Many
consutuents are naturally c o n

cemed about her well-being. As

someone who has been actively

engnged In our civic conversetion
and who respects Rep. Lofgren's

longstanding tenure, | Bnd tt is
important thal we approach this

subject with care and empathy
I t ig no t m y p l a c e t o

d i a g n o s e a r s p e c u l e t e o n Rep.

Lofgren?s h e a l t h , a s | a m no t a
m e d i c a l p ro fess iona l , bu t r a t h e r

a c o n c e r n e d c i t i z e n w h o v a l u e s

h e r c o n t r i b u t i o n s to o u r s o c i e t y

I b e l i e v e i t i s e s s e n t i a l t ha t w e ,

as a c o m m u n t y , o f fe r s u p p o r t t o

o u r p u b l i c s e r v a n t s w h e n s igns o f

s t ra in b e c a m e a p p a r e n t It's cha l -

Jeng ing f o r a n y i n d i v i d u a l t o main:
t a i n t h e r i g o r o u s p a c e r e q u i r e d b y

p u b l i c s e r v i c e , a n d the d e m a n d s

c a n c e r t a i n l y t a k e t h e i r to l l o n an-

y o n e - a n d e s p e c i a l l y so f o r some-
o n e o f h e r a d v a n c e d a g e

A c k n o w l e d g i n g t h e v e r y
h u m a n e l e m e n t of o u r r e p r e s e n t -

a t i ves is k e y to fos te r ing a c o m -

Ppestionate p o l i t i c a l e n v i r o n m e n t
O u r c o n c e r n s h o u l d b e f o r h e r c a

p a c i t y t o c o n d n u et o s e r v e i n b e r

bes t c a p a c i t y w h i l e e n s u r i n g h e r

p e r s o n a l w e l l b e i n g i s no t b e m g

c o m p r o m i s e d .

1 e n c o u r n g e m y f e l l o w

c o n s t i t u e n t sa n dc o m m u n i t y l e a d :

ere t o e u p p o r t Rep. L o i g r e n a n d

h e r t o a m d u r i n g t h i s u m s | also

e n o o u r n g e Rep. L o f g r e n t o p r i o r

l u z e h e r h e a l t h , as the d e m a n d s

o f pub l lo o f f i n e s h o u l d n o t c o m e o t

t h e c o s t of a pe rson ' s w e l l - b e i n g .

A s alongdme supporter

o f Rep.Lofgren (evenbefore | waa
drawn into her new district), it

p a i n sm et o s a yt h a t -i f t h e wide-
ty cireulated rumort h a tRep. Lof-

g r e n Is p l a n n i n gt o resignh e r seat
shortly after she wine reelection
In November is true ~ then she
should reconsider, 1 can under-
standtha t t h e po l i t i ca loperatori n

her would instinctively t r y to pro-
tectt h e sea t ,p r e f e r r i n gt o handi t

o f f (0 a handp o k e d s u c c e s s o ri n a

s p e c i a l election. But t h a t wouldn?l
bef a i r tot h ev o t e r s , whose voloes
should matter, especially during

theser a r e generat ionalpassingo f
t h e torch elections.

Ot course, our thoughts

are with Rep Lolgren, and we
ex tend t o hero u r b e s t wishesf o r

health and r e s t e n c e We bopef o r

an appropriate and raspeotful dis-
course surrgunding this situsnon,
?and trust that she wi l l take any

necessary measures to address
h e r health i n aw a y tha t t s f n i r t o

volers and doesn?? deprive us of

fano p p o r t u n i r yt o se lec t h o r suo -

cessor.

Sincerely.

Corina Padiila, 38

Morgan Hilt

n T

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:

PARTISANSHIP IN CONGRESS IS

DEEPLY DESTRUCTIVE TO ALL

DearEditar,

We should all be t rou

b l e d b y t h e persistent and deep-
eningd iv ide o f p a r t i s a n s h i pw i t h -
i n t h e h a l l s a f C a n g r e s s .I t seems
to me that the spirit of blpart+

sansh ip ,once t h e l i n c h p i nt o o u r
nanon?s legislative progress, now
flickers feebly in the overpower

i n g s h a d o wo f party al legiance.

This uny le l i ng paru-
sanship stifles the constructive
@ialogue and debate which are
essential to orafting policies that
serve the broaderinterestso f the

A m e r i c a npeople. Ourrepresents-
t ives appearmore i n v e s t e dt n ine

victory of their party than in the
wall-being of their constituents,
As a result, crit ical legislation is
e n t a n g l e di n endlesspol i t ica lsk t r -

mishes, with l ine regard for the
p r e s s i n gneedso f ou rnat ion.

Where there should be

compromise, there is confl ict

where there should be unity,
there | s d i v i s i o n ,a n d where there

s h o u l db e p r o g r e s s ,thereI s s t a g :
nation T h e e x c e s s i v ep a r t y l o y a b

ty witnessed touday Is antithetical
t o t h ev e r y p r i n c i p l e so f domocrn-
c y tha t ourforebearers aspired to
I t $s n o t t h e compet i t ion between

p a r u e s the t i s i n h e r e n t l y p r o b l e m -

at ic ; f t1s the i n a b i l i t y t o t r a n s c e n d

s u c h c o m p e t i o n i n p u r s u i t of t h e

,common good.
Teallupono u r e l e c t e do f

fiolnlst o r e m e m b e rt h e i r u l t ima te

d u t y : t o servet h e pub l ic interest ,
n t justtha to f the i rparty It ie i m e

t o putaside par t isanbannersa n d

re inves t i n t h e c o l l a b o r a t i v es p i r i t
t h a t canmoveo u r nat ionfo rward ,

The comploxity of the issues we
face demands nothing less than

l o w m a k e r sw i l l i ng to reachacross
t h e ais le , t o f i n d c o m m o nground,
and to take concerted actan for

t h e b e t t e r m e n to f all,
Uunge fellow citizens to

Join me in this plea andt o voice
t h e l r d i s c o n t e n tw i t h t h e c u r r e n t

?state ufaf fa i rs.Latus signalt o ou r
political representatives that the

p a t h t o as t r o n g e ra n dm o r e u n i t -
e d c o u n t r yi s b u t t on bipartisan-
shupandt h e c o l l e c t i v epursu l to f a
b r i g h t e rfuturef o r a l l Americans.

Sincere ly ,

Crystal Williarna, 42
WatsonviDe

MUR825400049
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR:

NIJMEH WAS RIGHT TO CALL

HOUSING A ?HUMAN RIGHT?

ON SOCIAL MEDIA

A s 9r e s i d e n to f S a l i n a s
a n d a c o n s c i e n t i o u sv o t e r w h o

i s k e e n l y f o l l o w i n gt h e d a v a l o p -

m e n t s o f t h e u p c o m i n g c o n g r e s -
s i o n s ! r a c e ,i t i s w i t h @ s e n s e o f

n e w i o u n dh o p e t h a t Ca p p l a u dt h e

e a n d i d a c yo f T r i b a l C h a i r w o s n a n

C h a r l a n e C o n c e p c i o n N i j m e h t o r

Congress. C h a r i e n ei s a J e a c e r[

b e l i e v eh a s s h o w n u n p a r a l l e l e d

c o u r a g e i n t a c k l i n gt h e I s s u e o f

h o u s i n g ,a s u b j e c t t h a t d e e p l y a f -

f e c t sa f l o f u s In t h e a r e a .
W h a t s t r i k e sm e a b o u t

N i jmeh 's a p p r o a c h {fs h e r b r a v e

s t a n c e a g a i n s t t h e g e n t r i f i c a t i o n

t h a t h a s b e e n v e r y r a p i d l ya n d

v e r y v i s i b l y a l t e r i n g the l a n d -

s c a p e o l o u rc o m m u n i t i a s .S h eh a s
a r t i c u l n t u dw h a t m a n y o f u s h a v e

o b e a r v e db u t l a c k e d t h e p l a t f o r m

t o c h a l l e n g e :t h e u n d e n i a b l eg e n -

t i f i c a t i o n o c c u r r i n g i n o u r m i d s t
a n d t h e s u b t l e m e c h a n i c so f d i s -

p l a c e m e n tb e h i n d i t

In a t o e w h e n m a n y

h a v e d a n c e d a r o u n d t h e s u b j e c t ,

N i g m e h h a s d i r e c t l y c a l l e d o u t t h e

e b u s t m u n i c i p a lz o n i n g l a w s t h a t

h a v e e x a c e r b a t e d t h e r e g i o n ' s

h o u s i n g s h o r t a g e - w h i c h h a s

d r i v e n m a n y c o m m u n i t ym e m -

b e r s i n t o ac r i s i s s i m a t i o nH e r

p o i n t e d c r i t i q u eo f p o l i c y c r e a t e d

h o u s i n g s c a r c i t i e s d e m o n s t r a t e s

& p r o f o u n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f

t h e c o m p l e x i t i e s i n v o t v e d i m t h e

h o u s i n g d e b a t e . It?s r e f r e s h i n gt o
w i t n e s s a c a n d i d a t ew h o d o e s n ' t

s h y s w a yf r o m t h e t o u g h c o n v e r -
s a t i o n s a b o u t t h es t r u c t u r a la n d

l e g i s l a t i v e c h a n g e s r e q u i r e d t o r e -

v e r s e t h e s e t r e n d s .

E v e n m o r e c o m m e n d a -

b i s i s Char iane?s a c k n o w l e d g m e n t

o f t h e r a c i a l l y d i s p a r a t ei m p a c t

t h e h o u s i n gs h o r t a g e h a s o n p e o -

p i e o f c a l o r . B y o p e n l y d i s c u s s i n g

h o w c u r r e n t p o l i c i e s p e r p e t u a t e .

t h e r e g i o n ' s s ta rk s o c i o - s p a t i a l

e o g r e g a t i o n p a t t e r n s , she has p o

a l d o n e d h e r s o i f no t j u s ta s @ c i v -
to l o a d e r , b u t a s a n a d v o o o t ef o r

e q u a l i t ya n d j u s t i o a ,
1 w o u l d e v e n g o a s f a r

ag to s p e c u l a t e , a l o n g s i d e tho

?mauderate progressive? c a u c u s t o
w h i c h N i j m c h be longs . tha t t he

e l i t e i n te res t s w i t h i nt h e B a y A r -

e a s r e a l e s t a t e i n d u s t r y h a v e l o n g

s o u g h t t o s u b t l yd i s p l a c eL a t i n o s .

a n d o t h e r m a r g i n a l i z e d c o m m u -

n i d e s . T h i s h a s e n a b l e d , p e r h a p s

e v e n fos te red . t he c o n t i n u a t i o n

o l t h e B a y A r e a ' s d e o p l y - c h r o n i c

h o m e l e s s n e s sp a t t e r n s a n d a l o n g -

s t a n d i n g a l f o r d a b i l i t y c r is is that

n o a n e ( e x c e p t C h a r l e n e ) s e e m s

t o w a n tt o f h e

I n N i j m e h ' s c a m p a i g n ,|

s e e af o c u s o n t h e h u m a n a s p e c t

of hous ing . H e r p r o p o s a l s a d v o -

c a t e f o r i n c l u s i v ez o n i n g m e a s u r e s

a n d the e x p a n s i o n of a f f o rdab le

h o u s i n g stock. T h i s v i s i o n f o r a

m o r e e q u i t a b l ef u t u r e i n h o u s i n g

has c a p t u r e d the a t ten t i on a n d ,

M o r e smpor tan t l y , t he hea r t s o f

m a n y v o t e r s w h o y e a r nf o r t a n g i -

b i e c h a n g e a n d i n c l u s i v eg r o w t h

- s o t h a l w e c a n a l l a f f o r d t o s t a y

b e r e a n d l i v e h e r e .

A s w e d r a w c l o s e r to

e l a c t i o n d a y ,I i n v i t e m y f e l l o w vo t -

e r s t o g i v e N i jmeh?s p l a t f o r m the

s e r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o ni t d e s e r v e s ,

f r i s t i m e f o r us t o r a l l y b e h i n d a

c a n d i d a t e w h o i s no t a f r a i d to

c h a l l e n g e t h e s t a t u sq u o a n d w h o

h a s t h e a u d a c i t yt o e n v i s i o n a B a y
A r e a w h e r e e v e r y person , i r re -

s p e c t i v e o f t h e i r e t h n i c l t yo r e c o -

n o m i c b a c k g r o u n d ,h a s a p l a c e t o

c a l l h o m e .

The S o u t h B a y C h r o n i c l e | 2

Parents question Lofgren's support of

transgendering children without consent
U S . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Z o e L o f g r e n has a d v o c a t e d f o r B i g P h a r m a s i n c e her t e n u r e In C o n g r e s s b e g a n In 1 9 9 5 .

Har f o o t p r i n t is e n o r m o u s In t h e H o u s e S c i e n c e , S p a c e , and T e c h n o l o g y C o m m i t t e e , w h e r e she s e r v e s as t h e

l e a d i n g D e m o c r a t . Her p o s i t i o n w i t h i n t h i s c o m m i t t e e g i ves L o f g r e n s i g n i f i c a n t s w a y over p o l i c y I m p a c t i n g

B i g P h a r m a , m a k i n g h e r # c r u c i a l d e c i s i o n m a k e r In d i s c u s s t o n s a n d l e g i s l a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g p h a r m a c e u t i c a l e

a n d the i r r e g u l a t i o n s . Her poa l t l on w i t h i n t h i s c o m r a l t t e s g i ves L o f g r a n s i g n i f i c a n t s w a y over p a l l y I m p a c t i n g

B l g P h a r m a , m a k i n g h e r a c r u c i a l d e c i s i o n - m a k e r I n d i e c u n s i o n s a n d l e g i s i a t i o n c o n c e r n i n gp h a r m a c e u t i c a l s

a n d d t h e i r r e g u l a t i o n s .

For over 28 years, Big

Pharma has been ono of her top
four contributors.

F o r a l o n g t ime , h e r o l d
d i s t r i c t -t h e 19th - w a s a s s a l e 8 3

anyone 's d i s t r i c t In Cong ress , h a v -

i n g b e o n g e r r y m a n d e r e d t o en-

s u r e it o o n t a i n e d Big T e c h a n d Big:

P h a r m a c o r r i d o r s , a n d t h e k i n d

o f fo lks w h o w o u l d d o n a l e t o a

C o n g r e s s m e m b e r w h o w o u l d p u t

t h e s e i n d u s t r i e s first.

W i t h the m o n e y t h e y d o -

n a t e d , she c o u l d e n s u r e t h a l n o

o n e in h e r D e m o c r a t i c p a r t y c o u l d

c o m p e t e a g a i n s t her.

T h o d i s t r i c t b e i n g h e a v -

i l y D e m o c r a t i c m e a n t t h e r e w e r e

n e v e r g e n u i n e e l e c t i o n s L o f g r e n

k e p t g e t t i n g ree lec ted .
H o w e v e r , Lofgren?s p lay -

i n g f ie ld has sh i f ted f o l l o w i n g the
2 0 2 0 census, w h i c h has a l t e r e d

h e r d i s t r i c t b o u n d a r i e s to b e c o m e
@ m a j o r i t y L a t i n o d i s t e t . For h e r

f o c o n t i n u e to b e a n a t i o n a l po l -

i c y - m a k e r f o r B ig P h a r m a , she

n e e d s the p e r m i s s i o n of v o t e r s i n

o n e e m a l l a r e a i n Ca l i f o rn i a : t he

h e w 18th d i s t r i c t

T h e n e w l y a d j u s t e d d i s -

t r i c t i n t r o d u c e s f i n a n c i a l o p p o r t u -

n i t i e s f o r m i l l l o n a i r e L o f g r e n a n d
h e r m i l l i o n a i r e a n d b i l l i o n a i r e

f r i e n d s .

O n e of t he b r a v e s t n e w

w o r l d s o f o p p o r t u n i t y ts B ig Phar-

m e ' s g e n d e r t r a n s s t i o n i n g i n d u s -

t ry.

Lofgren?s s t a n c e has
f o u n d f a v o r a m o n g l i be ra l ,

t e c h - s a v v y p a r e n t s in her o l d dis-

t r i c t , w h o v i e w g e n d e r t rans i t i on -

i n g es a p r o g r e s s i v e a n d p r e s t i g -
f o u s c h o i c e f o r the i r c h i l d r e n .

L N . . . l

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:

JANUARY 6 HEARINGS WERE A
SHAMEFUL EPISODDE IN HISTORY

DearEd i t o r .

Z o e L o f g r e n ? sr o l e i n t h e

* t h e p r o t e c t i o no f o u r F i r s t A m e n d -

m e n t r i g h t s .

I t wasdeeply troubl ing t o

w i t n e s s Rep.Lofgrena c t i v e l ypa r -
t i c i p a t i n gi n hearingst h a t seemed

m o r e f o c u s e do ncr iminahz ingp o -

lUncal dissent ra ther t hans e e i n g

genuineaccountab i l i tyWhi le i t i s
r i g h t f u l t o c o n d e m nt h e Inc idenc-

e s o f v i o l e n o st h a t m a y have 0 0 -
cu r redo n January6 , i t i s essential
tod is t ingu ishbetweent h e i n d i v i d

u a l s w h o e n g a g e dI n cr imina la c t s
a n dt h e l a r g e r groupo f peaceful
p ro tes te rsexercis ingt h e i r const

t u t i o n a lr i g h t tof r e e speech.
By perpetuating t h e

narrativet h a taseociates a l l con -
s e r v a t i v e sw i t h t h e reprebensib le

ac t ions o f af e w , Rep.Lofgrenh a s
c o n t r i b u t e dt o t h e erosiono f t r u s t

and uni ty in ou r society. Rather
t han f a c i l i t a t i n ga f a i r andI m p a r

t i a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,h e r a c t i o n s h a v e

f o s t e r e d d i v i s i o n a n d p o l a r i z e d

L a b e l i n g p o l i t i c a l d i s s e n t

as c r i m i n a l b e h a v i o r is d e e p l y

c o n c e r n i n g . E v e r y A m e r i c a n h a s

t h er i g h t t o e x p r e s s t h e i r d i s a g r e e -

m e n t s w i t h t h e g o v e r n m e n ta n d

v o i c e t h e i r c o n c e r n s w i t h o u t t h e

f e a r o f b e i n g c r i m i n a l i z e d .H o w e v -

e r , R e p . Lo fg ren?s i n v o l v e m e n ti n
t h e h e a r i n g sh a s c a s ta c h i l l i n g e f -

f e c t o n p o l i t i c a l d i s c o u r s e b y s u g :

Lofgren?s a n t i o n s e x t e n d f a r b e -

y o n d t h e c o n t e x t o f t h e J a n u a r y

6h e a r i n g s .B yp o s i t i o n i n g h e r s e l f

8 a p r o p o n e n to f u n c h e c k e d g o v -

e r n m e n t p o w e r , s h e h a s e e t a d a n -

genous p r e c e d e n tt h a t c o u l d b e

m i s u s e d tn t h e f u t u r e t o c u r t a l l t h e

r i g h t s a n d f r e e d o m s o f A m e r i o a n

c i t i zens .

Civil liberties and the

p r e s e r v a t i o no f t h e F i r s t Amend-
m e n t a r e c o r e t o A m e r i c a .Rep .

Lofg ren 's a c t i o n s r u n c o u n t e r to

t h e s e f u n d a m e n t a l P r i n c i p l e s . in-
s t e a d of f o s t e r i n g a n e n v i r o n m e n t

w h e r e a l l vo i ces a r e h e a r d a n d re -

o u r e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l sa c c o u n t a b l e

f o r t h e i r a c t i o n s .I u r g e R e p . L o f -

g r e n t o r e c o n s i d e rh e r a p p r o a c h

a n d p r i o r i t i z e s a f e g u a r d i n g the

r i g h t sa n d U b e r t l e so f a i l A m e r t -

c a n s , i r r e s p e c t i v e o f t h e i r p o l i t c a l

m i l l i o n s o f A m e r i c a n a .I t i s i m p e r -

a t i v e t h a t w e r e m a i n v i g i l a n ta n d

a c t i v e l y c h a l l e n g ea n y a t t e m p t s t o

s i l e n c e d i s s e n t i n gv o i c e s o r c r i m i -

n a l l z ep a l l i i c a ld i f l a r e n c e s .

Sincerely,

B r a d l e y Wong.4 6

A l u m Rock

S h e m u s t n o w w o r k to

p e r s u a d e L a t i n o s i n h e r n e w dis-

t r i c t to e m b r a c e th is b u r g e o n i n g ,

i ndus t r y .

T r a c i t i o n a l l y c o n s e r v a -

dive, t he L a t i n e c o m m u n i t y m a y

no t a l i gn w i t h h e r v i e w s , p o s i n g

a po ten t i a l c h a l l e n g e t o r Lo tg ren 's

r e e l e c t i o n c a m p a i g n

T h e u p c o m i n g e l e c t i o n

w i l l u n d o u b t e d l y test Lofgren?s

a b i l i t y to m a i n t a i n h e r i n f l u e n t i a l

r o le i n Cong ress . S h e h a s a l w a y s

b e e n r e a d y to d e f e n d Big P h a r m a

a n d its en te rp r i ses ,
W h e n a t t o r n e y Cai l Her t -

ot s ta ted, ?an a n a t o m i c a l m a l e stu-

d e n t w h o ?Identifies? as fema le re-

a l l y is [no t ] a g i r l _ W e a r e t e a c h i n g

y o u n g p e o p l e a t e r r i b l e lesson. . .

s e x i s b i n a r y ; one Is c i t h e r m a l eo r

fema le , w i t h p r e c t o u s f e w excep -

t ions.?

L o f g r e n r e t o r t e d , ?I t h i n k

y o u ' r e a b igo t , lacty! I t h i n k y o u ' r e

a n i g n o r a n t b i g o t . ?

Lotgren said she could
not allaw such ?bigotry to go into
the record unchallenged?

M a n y La t i nos , h o w e v -

er, a g r e e w i t h Henot'?s v i e w a n d

b e l i e v e tha t c h i l d r e n a n d adoles-

cen ts c a n n o t g i v e I n f o r m e d c a n -
gent t o ? t rans i t i on ing t r e a t m e n t s

d u e to s i g n i f i c a n t c o m p l i c a t i o n s ,

i n c l u d i n g s te r i l i za t ion .

L o i g r e n b e l i e v e s i n the

r igh ts of c h i k d r e n a n d ado lescen ts
to a f f i r m t h e i r c h o s e n i d e n t i t i e s

w i t h h o r m o n e t r e a t m e n t a n d sur -

g ica l p r o c o d u r e s .
Yes, she w i l l a d m i t t h e r e

a r e p o t e n t i a l r i s k s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h

h o r m o n e t r e a t m e n t s a n d s u r g e r -

S u l , w h e n w e i g h e t

a g a i n s t t he r i s k o f c h i l d r e n be-

i n g u p s e t . t h r e a t e n i n g su lc ida .
o r d i s t u r b e df o r n o t h a v i n g t h a t r

c h i l d - d e t e r m i n e d g e n d e r af.

f i r m e d , t h e c h o i c e I s s i r o p l e .C o m

b i n e d w i t h t h e f i n a n c i a lv a l u e t o

B i g P h a r m a ,w h i c h l i v e s t a i n L a t -

g r e n t h r o u g h c a m p a i g n d o n a t i o n s
a n d I n v e s t m e n t s h e r h u s b a n d

m a k e s o n t h e i r b e h a l f , s h e h o p e s
L a t i n o s w i l l v o t ef o r h e r t o e n s u r e

h e r i n f l u e n c e in the B i g P h a r m a

r e a l m .

L a t i n o shave e v e r y r e a -
son to vote in this pr imary on

M a r c h5
M a n y o p p o r t u n i t e s l i e

i n t h e a r e a s w h e r e the L a t i n o s

c u r r e n t l y o c c u p y . T h i s i s r i p e f o r

n e w d e v e l o p m e n ta n d a n e legan t

g e r i t r i f i c a t i o n l e d b y B i g T e c h a n d
B i g P h a r m a i n t h e s o u t h e r np e r t o f

t h e newd i s t r i c t
P r o u d a c t i v i s t s e n v i s i o n ,

w i t h L o f g r e n a t t h e h e l m , m i u l t i - b i l -

l i o n d o l l a r o p p o r t u n i t i e sw i t h t h e

S u s a nE l l e n Z o e L o f g r e nI n c l u s i v e

G e n d e r T r a n s i t i o n C o r r i d o r [SE-

Z L I G T ] , w h e r e y o u n g p e o p l ef r o m

a r o u n d t h e w o r l d c a n c o m st o t h e

n e w l y r e p u r p o s e da n d g e n t r i f i e d

Sa l i nas V a l l e y f o r g a n d e r t r a n s i -

t o n i n g . . .

SEZLIGTw o u l d ca te r t o
a d o l e s c e n t sa n d mature-for-thetr-

a g e childrenf o r gendert ransi t ion.

T h e c o r r i d o r w o u l d i n -

c l u d e m e d i c a l t r e a t m e n tt h a t c o n -

s i s t s o f b o t h h o r m o n e t h e r a p ya n d .

g e n i t a l a n d b r e a s t r e m o v a l a n d

M e n t a l h e a l t h t h e r a p yb y p r o f e s -

s i o n a l s w h o e n c o u r a g e c h i l d r e n

t o d e c i d ea n d n o t l o o k b e c k .

O o
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2 2 s , -> THE HOUSING
~~ ts ("> SHORTAGE IS

NO ACCIDENT.
IT'S AN INTENTIONAL

ETHNIC CLEANSING

CREATED BY ELITIST

MUNICIPAL ZONING

LAWS THAT ARE

INTENDED TO PUSH

WORKING CLASS

LATINOS, FILLIPINOS,

AND VIETNAMESE

RESIDNETS OUT OF SAN

JOSE, AND OUT OF THE

REGION.

ZOE LOFGREN?S HUSBAND'S

REAL ESTATE LAW PRACTICE

STANDS TO MAKE MILLIONS
OFF THE DISPLACEMENT. a

R o t e aARRIS
EXTRADRINA bP E a T l e a e sL e Lice t o a d n e n e R c e d

eePALO) A d s
o t THENEART o f? M T C

Bs ye SILICON VALLEY ?

j i a 7

Decolonialization and Movements
for Environmental Justice

s e e d :
, a HEDZINs o e NO o r e s

ed TERRTTORY CONSENT
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PATRIOTS! ?

DON?T VOTE FOR PETER HERNANDEZ!

It?s s t a t i s t i c a l l y i m p o s s i b l e f o r
? a R e p u b l i c a n t o w i n t h e 18th

g y 2 congress iona l d is t r ic t . B u t a
a r , ?moderate Democrat wi l l send

ie. Zoe Lofgren pack ing !

Scan to read Roger Stone?s message to
Republican voters in the 18th district:

?Zoe Lofgren is an absolutely
v i l e h u m a n b e i n g . ?

PAID FOR BY MATT RICCHIAZZI
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ENCLOSED IS A TOP SECRET MES

S g i

SAGE FROM THE DESK OF ROGER STONE
: s e , zy

Mat t Ricchiazzi PRSRT STD

US D e
S a n Jose, CA 95113 SAN JOSE, CA

PERMIT 1206
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THIS MESSAGE IS TOP SECRET - DO NOT SHARE WITH NON-REPUBLICANS

In a psycho-liberal state like California, Republican voters
are forced to think strategically. If you want to oust a crooked

incumbent, you often need a Democrat to get through the jungle
primary in order to have a competit ive choice in November.

Peter is a great guy, but he just can?t win:
- Only 19% GOP enrollment in the 18th district
- Already lost 35% to 66% to Lofgren during the

midterms, when GOP turnout is higher than

presidential election years

It?s just statistics. esi | .
S e a s

@ s c a n me

This is why I?m calling on GOP voters to back.
Charlene Concepcion Nijmeh on March 5th.

Zoe Lo fg ren is a repu l s i ve h u m a n being: g k my

F e
- Suffers from Trump Derangement Syndrome

- Sham ?Impeachment Manager? against Trump twice

- January 6 hoax committee member that sent law

abiding innocent people to prison

- Big Tech?s ?Madam? on Capitol Hill

- Refuses to regulate Big Tech and supports the

censorship industrial complex

Lord help us if Lofgren becomes Chair of the Science & Tech

Committee. There will be no First Amendment rights left.
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Uno de nosotros luchando para nosotros.
?Charlene has a bold plan to make housing affordable again, and to end

the national housing shortage that is causing rents to skyrocket,?

- Watsonville Mayor Rebecca Garcia

Charlene for Congress 2024 PRSRI STD

18 Sou th 2nd Street "| US. POSTAGE

San J o s e , C A 9 5 1 1 3 = . }
SAN JOSE, CA

PERMIT 1206

? _ e
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_ Charlene Concepcion
a. a a

fTr? N i m e f p o m o c e a t
g y 7 h FOR CONGRESS

The only candidate in the race who: agate]
- Rejects Corporate PAC money a e

- Refuses to own stock while in Congress ~~

- Will donate her salary to those in need

?I believe in term limits, age limits, and
public service -- not career politicians.?

TRIBAL CHAIRWOMAN - ENVIRONMENTALIST - BUSINESSWOMAN - MOTHER OF FIVE

HOUSING ACTIVIST - TEXTILE RECYCLER - LIFELONG DEMOCRAT - PRO-PEACE

PAID FOR BY CHARLENE FOR CONGRESS 2024
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NijmC h a r l e n e C o n c e p c i o n h
Lifelong Democrat

Proposes building more than 6 million
new homes in 5 years, to reduce rents
by increasing the housing supply.

Housing

Crisis

Big Tech

and Kids

War and

Peace

Party

Loyalty

E t h i c s .&

Service

Paywall all pornography online, require
parental consent to use social media,
and require removal of revenge porn.

Will prevent WW3 by refusing to fund
any war that is not declared by Con-

gress, as required by the Constitution.

Lifelong Democrat who is ashamed of the
Party?s performance, and is running to
oust current hyper-partisan leadership.

Will donate salary to support those in
need. Refuses corporate PAC money. Will
not own stocks while in Congress.

Neighbors and friends,

My name is Charlene Concepcion Nijmeh. I?ve

been very blessed. Fifteen years ago | starteda textile

recycling company that now diverts 60 million pounds of

waste from landfills every year, while creating a source

of affordable clothing in Latin America. I?ve created

6,000 jobs across 123 second hand clothing stores,

and 100% of everything we collect is either resold or

reprocessed into building materials -- nothing goes into

a landfill,

I?m so proud that I?ve been able to do well by

doing good for the environment.

N T ~ a
W e n d i e

Zoe Lofgren Hernandez
Big Tech Puppet & Rabid Partisan| Flip Flopping Republican

Will eliminate SectionNo federal housing strategy. Zoe

suports racist exclusionary zoning |8 housing vouchers and

laws that send rents skyrocketing.| destroy our open space.

Has no plans to reign in
Big Tech?s victimization
of our children.

Supports turbo-charging
the bombing campaign
across the Middle East.

Now a Trumpster after
being a Never Trumper,
as the winds blow.

Ranking Member of the Tech &
Antitrust Committees, and has
allowed Big Tech to run amuck.

Zoe is letting Joe Biden bomb sev-

eral countries without Congress

having declared war.

A relentless partisan responsible
for a toxic culture of bullying and

special interest corruption.

Plans to trade stocks

and take corporate PAC

money in Congress

Takes more money from Big Tech

than anyone in Congress, and was
caught insider trading.

| became Chairwoman of the Muwekma Ohlone

Tribe six years ago. | never aspired to run for Congress,

but in January 2023, Rep. Zoe Lofgren demanded that |

sign away the rights and freedom?s of my Tribe's chil-

dren in exchange for legislation. At the urging of my

Council | rejected that extortionate demand.

Now I?m running for Congress to fight for any-

one who has ever felt unseen, unheard, or unrecognized

by your federal government.
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One of us to fight for us.
?Charlene has a bold plan to make housing affordable again, and to end

the national housing shortage that is causing rents to skyrocket,?

- Watsonville Mayor Rebecca Garcia

Charlene for Congress 2024 PRSRT STD

18 South 2nd Street U.S. POSTAGE

San Jose, CA 95113 PAID

SAN JOSE, CA
QC PERMIT 1206
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~< _Charlene Concepcion

(7)Nijmeh ressczs
The only candidatein the race who: s a c
- Rejects Corporate PAC money Seat

- Refuses to own stock while in Congress
- Will donate her salary to those in need

?| believein term limits, age limits, and
public serv ice- - not career politicians.?

TRIBAL CHAIRWOMAN - ENVIRONMENTALIST - BUSINESSWOMAN - MOTHER OF FIVE

HOUSING ACTIVIST - TEXTILE RECYCLER - LIFELONG DEMOCRAT - PRO-PEACE

PAID FOR BY CHARLENE FOR CONGRESS 2024
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The choice e e be moreclear.

Charlene Concepcién Nijmeh

Housing

ZoeLofgren ? Hernandez
Lifelong Democrat Big Tech Puppet & Rabid Partisan| Flip Flopping Republican

Proposes building more than 6 million
new homes in 5 years, to reduce rents

No federal housing strategy. Zoe | Will eliminate Section
suports racist exclusionary zoning| 8 housing vouchers and
laws that send rents skyrocketing. | destroy our open space.C r i s i s by increasing the housing supply.

B i g Tech Paywail all pornography online, require | Ranking Member of the Tech & ? | Has no plans to reign in

and Kids parental consent to use social media, | Antitrust Committees, and has _ | Big Tech?s victimization
and require removal of revenge porn. allowed Big Tech to run amuck. ?_| of our children.

W a r and Will prevent WW3 by refusing to fund ?_| Zoe is letting Joe Biden bomb sev-| Supports turbo-charging

Peace any war that is not declared by Con- eral countries without Congress | the bombing campaign
gress, as required by the Constitution. | having declared war. across the Middle East.

Par t y Lifelong Democrat who is ashamed of the} A relentless partisan responsible | Now a Trumpster after

Loyal Party's performance, and is running to | for a toxic culture of bullying and | being a Never Trumper,
oya l ty oust current hyper-partisan leadership. | special interest corruption. as the winds blow.

E t h i c s-& Will donate salary to support those in | Takes more money from Big Tech | Plans to trade stocks

Servi need. Refuses corporate PAC money. Will| than anyone in Congress, and was| and take corporate PAC
FVICE not own stocks while in Congress. caught insider trading. money in Congress

Neighbors and friends,

My name is Charlene Concepcién Nijmeh. I've

been very blessed. Fifteen years ago | started a textile

recycling company that now diverts 60 million pounds of

waste from landfills every year, while creating a source

of affordable clothing in Latin America. I've created

6,000 jobs across 123 second hand clothing stores,

and 100% of everything we collect is either resold or

reprocessed into building materials -- nothing goes into

a landfill.

I'm so proud that I?ve been able to do well by

doing good for the environment.

| became Chairwoman of the Muwekma Ohlone

Tribe six years ago. | never aspired to run for Congress,

but In January 2023, Rep. Zoe Lofgren demanded that |

sign away the rights and freedom?s of my Tribe?s chil-

dren in exchange for legislation. At the urging of my

Council | rejected that extortionate demand.

Now I?m running for Congress to fight for any-

one who has ever felt unseen, unheard, or unrecognized

by your federal government.

MUR825400062



EXHIBIT E 
  

MUR825400063



Charlene for Congress
18 S 2nd Street

San Jose, CA 95113
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Asa private citizen, Charlene has created 6,000 jobs and
diverts more than 60 million pounds of textile waste from
landfills every year.

Imag ine w h a t she w i l l g e t

done , w o r k i n g f o r y o u .
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-=€ ONE OF US TO FIGHT FoR US

ey C h a r l e n e
| \ € NiiJ Mm e e kCONGRESS

DYNAMIC TRIBAL PRESIDENT
»~ ak INNOVATIVE ENTREPRENEUR §&

a % » LEADING ENVIRONMENTALIST

44 YEAR CAREER © S F |
POLITICIAN gf T E

MUR825400065



PRSRT STD
Char lene fo r Congress U.S. POSTAGE

48 S 2nd Street rose. CA
SAN .

San Jose, CA 95113 PERMIT 1206

Vag EAPC Ny Tgp peg tye e T al l

Como ciudadana privada, Charlene ha creado 6.000 pues-
. tos de trabajo y desvia mas de 60 millones de libras de

desechos textiles de los vertederos cada aiio.

a r e . Imaginate lo que podria lograr
a s si es electa. Ella trabajara por ti y

[a] para ti.
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Charlene Concepcién Ni jmeh Uno de nosotros para luchar por nosotros.
Candidata al Congreso Una tradicién de servicio.

Char lene

NijmehS e y"A, "QA. PRESIDENTA TRIBAL DINAMICA

P A " EMPRESARIA INNOVADORA
AMBIENTALISTA LIDER
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