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FEDERAL HECTl'ONI ,coMM ISSION 

Offf£EOf lHERALCOONSH. 

April 23. 2024 

Federal E ection Commi sion 
Ann: Office of General u.ru; I 
999 E Street W 
Wa hington, DC 20463 

Re: Formal Comp/ant Re ardbrg Potential Illegal Coordlnafl'<m Belwe n the Campaign 
of Cand dale J>:at,l Hr,d on and "We IM cli-Jg:anfor Change" Super PAC 

Dear Commission 

I am ilin to ubmit a formal complaint alle n ille al coordin tion b tween the i.:ampai$J1 of 
Paul Hudson a c-.andidate in the Republican primary for ihe 3rd Congre ional District of 
Michi an and the independent e p dirure-onty political action committee nown a "W t 
Michi an for Chan e," in violation ofdle .Federal El lion ampai n Acl of ]971 (FECA) and. 
the Commi sion's re lations under] 1 CFR 109.20. 

I . Pattie Involved 

Compl.alna t: 

Lavora Barnes Chair 
Mkhi an Democratic Party 
606 To, end Street 
Lans-in , MJ 4 933 

Responde-11 s: 

Paul Hudson candida.te for 1h .S. Ho e of Repre entali es 3rd Con 
Michi an 
Josh Volk c-.ampai n mana er for Paul Hudson 
We t Mic-hi an fo Cban e, a re • tered. Super PA 
Ryan Hudson tech entrepreneur and funder of W t Michigan for Chan e 

2. factual Background and Alie ation 

ional Di trict, 

On Aprll 15, 2024, We t Michi an fo Cban e filed a quarterly ndraisin report which inhially 
listed a • • I million contribution trom the "Paul Hudson Revocable Trust" Paul Hudson, the 
c-.andidate for Ml-03, I.is up to·· 26 million in trust a sets on hi o personal financial 
disclo :ure, so wllile unu ua.1., tbi as plausible. Bm. the tilin s till unusual enough that it 
caused the D troit � to reach ou.t to 1h campaign o Paul Hudson. 

Less than 30 minutes after the campaign of Paul Hudson received this ca I West Mich:i an for 
Chan e filed an amended report, chan in the l million contribution to be from the "Ryan 
Hudson Revocable Tru " Ryan Hudson i 1h candid:a� 's brothe . 
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As the Detroit News reported:

The Detroit News reached out to the Hudson campaign for comment on the matter
Tuesday afternoon. Within 30 minutes, the super PAC filed an amended disclosure with
the Federal Election Commission changing the contributor's name to the Ryan Hudson
Revocable Trust.1

This sequence of events raises concerns about potential illegal coordination between Paul
Hudson’s campaign and the Super PAC. Notably, the correction in the reported donor was made
within 30 minutes after the campaign was contacted by the media for comments, but before any
contact was made with the Super PAC by the media. This suggests that the campaign was aware
of the filing details of the Super PAC, an action that may indicate coordination, which is
prohibited under 11 CFR 109.20.

This clear indication of coordination also raises the question as to how one could be confused as
to the origin of the entirety of West Michigan for Change’s funding.

West Michigan for Change received a total of one single donation. It was for one million dollars.
That an entity could lose track of its only donor, and a seven-figure one at that, raises the obvious
question as to why the entity filed a report indicating that Paul Hudson’s trust had made the
donation in the first place.

3. Request for Investigation

Given these concerns, I urge the FEC to initiate a thorough investigation into the relationship
between Paul Hudson's campaign and West Michigan for Change. This should include a review
of communication records between the campaign staff and the Super PAC's officials, as well as
any financial transactions or shared strategy discussions that might further demonstrate
coordination beyond what is permissible under current campaign finance laws.

I am prepared to provide further information as needed and request that the FEC keep me
informed of the progress of this investigation.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Lavora Barnes, Chair
Michigan Democratic Party
606 Townsend Street
Lansing, MI 48933

1 “Michigan congressional candidate's brother bankrolling super PAC aiding his campaign,” Schwab,
Detroit News, 4/17/2024
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SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this ____ day of April, 2024.

_______________________________

Notary Public

My Commission Expires:

________________________

3

24th

05/22/2024

Notary Public, State of Texas, Harris County

Electronically signed and notarized online using the Proof platform.

MUR825000003




