MUR824900024

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC

March 17, 2025

VIA UPS DELIVERY AND ELECTRONIC MAIL
geoff@justicedemocrats.com

Geoffrey Simpson, Campaign Director

Justice Democrats PAC

1390 Columbia Avenue 260

Lancaster, PA 17603

RE: MUR 8249
Dear Mr. Simpson:

This is in reference to the complaint filed with the Federal Election Commission on April
23, 2024, concerning MartinDolanforCongress and Martin W. Dolan in his official capacity as
treasurer. Based on that complaint and after considering the circumstances in this matter and
information provided in response to the complaint, the Commission determined to dismiss this
matter and close the file effective March 17, 2025.

The General Counsel’s Report, which more fully explains the basis for the Commission’s
decision, is enclosed. Documents related to the case will be placed on the public record today.
See Disclosure of Certain Documents in Enforcement and Other Matters, 81 Fed. Reg. 50,702
(Aug. 2, 2016).

The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, allows a complainant to seek
judicial review of the Commission’s dismissal of this action within 60 days of the dismissal,
which became effective today. See 52 U.S.C. § 30109(a)(8).

Sincerely,

Lisa J. Stevenson
Acting General Counsel

BY: Aaron Rabinowitz
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosure
General Counsel’s Report
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MUR824900025

BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

ENFORCEMENT PRIORITY SYSTEM
DISMISSAL REPORT

MUR: 8249 Respondent: MartinDolanforCongress and
Martin W. Dolan in his official

capacity as treasurer

Complaint Receipt Date: April 23, 2024
Response Date: June 14, 2024

EPS Rating: .

Alleged Statutory and 52 U.S.C. §§ 30102(h)(2), (1), 30104(b)
Regulatory Violations: 11 C.F.R. §§ 102.11, 104.3, 104.7(b), 104.9(a)

The Complaint alleges that MartinDolanforCongress and Martin W. Dolan in his official
capacity as treasurer (the “Committee”),! violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971,
as amended (the “Act”) by filing a 2024 April Quarterly Report containing reporting errors,
including: (1) failing to provide employer and occupation information totaling $14,000; (2)
failing to disclose $12 in unitemized ActBlue contributions; (3) failing to provide adequate
purpose descriptions for disbursements totaling $34,434.29; (4) failing to properly report
$35,000 in loan repayments; and (5) incorrectly listing the candidate as running in New York’s
16th rather than the 14th Congressional District.> Additionally, the Complaint alleges that the
Committee failed to properly maintain its petty cash fund for $1,500 in cash expenses for

canvassers.>

! Dolan was a first-time candidate and received less than eighteen percent of the vote for the 2024 election
for New York’s 14th Congressional District. Marty Dolan, 2025 BALLOTPEDIA,
https://ballotpedia.org/Marty Dolan (last visited Jan. 28, 2025).

2 Compl. at 2-9 (Apr. 23, 2024). The Complaint alleges that some of these reporting errors were done
knowingly and willfully, although it does not explain the basis for this claim. 7d.

3 Id. at6,9.
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MUR 8249 (MartinDolanforCongress)
EPS Dismissal Report
Page 2 of 3

In response, the Committee acknowledges making errors in its original 2024 April
Quarterly Report, states that it has filed an amended report, and explains that the errors resulted
from confusion following the changing of district lines during the election cycle and the
Committee’s inexperience with using FECfile to submit reports.* The Committee also states that
it has since retained counsel and hired experienced staff to assist with filing reports.®> The
Committee’s Response also addresses each of the reporting errors listed in the Complaint,
acknowledging the error and explaining how it was corrected.® A review of the Committee’s
amended 2024 April Quarterly Reports reflect the corrections addressed in the response.’

Based on its experience and expertise, the Commission has established an Enforcement
Priority System using formal, pre-determined scoring criteria to allocate agency resources and
assess whether particular matters warrant further administrative enforcement proceedings. These
criteria include (1) the gravity of the alleged violation, taking into account both the type of
activity and the amount in violation; (2) the apparent impact the alleged violation may have had
on the electoral process; (3) the complexity of the legal issues raised in the matter; and (4) recent
trends in potential violations and other developments in the law. This matter is rated as a low
priority for Commission action after application of these pre-established criteria. Given the low
rating, we recommend that the Commission dismiss the Complaint consistent with the

Commission’s prosecutorial discretion to determine the proper ordering of its priorities and use

4 Resp. at 2 (June 17, 2024). The Committee filed two amendments to its original 2024 April Quarterly

Report filed on April 15,2024: First Amended 2024 April Quarterly Report (June 7, 2024), Second Amended 2024
April Quarterly Report (Aug. 19, 2024).

3 Resp. at 2.
6 Id. at 2-4.
7 First Amended 2024 April Quarterly Report (June 7, 2024); Second Amended 2024 April Quarterly Report

(Aug. 19, 2024).



MUR824900027

MUR 8249 (MartinDolanforCongress)
EPS Dismissal Report
Page 3 of 3

of agency resources.® We also recommend that the Commission close the file effective 30 days
from the date the certification of this vote is signed (or on the next business day after the 30th
day, if the 30th day falls on a weekend or holiday), and send the appropriate letters.

Lisa J. Stevenson
Acting General Counsel

January 31, 2025 BY:

Date Claudio J. Pavia
Deputy Associate General Counsel

Aaron Rabinowitz
Assistant General Counsel

Dominique Dillenseger
Attorney

8 See Heckler v. Chaney, 470 U.S. 821, 831-32 (1985).





