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RECEIVED
2/1/2024 FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
FEBRUARY 2, 2024 4:28 PM
Office of General Counsel B R

Federal Election Commission
1050 First Street, NE
Washington, DC 20002

Re: Filing a complaint MUR 8209

To the Office of General Counsel,

This letter serves as a complaint against Merrin for Congress (FEC ID: C00863829), the principal
campaign committee of candidate Derek Merrin who is running for US Congress in the Ohio 9*" district.
Mr. Merrin filed his statement of Candidacy with the FEC on 12/29/2023.

Please be advised that Mr. Merrin is also a member of the State Legislature in Ohio and that his
nonfederal campaign committee for State Representative is called Friends of Derek Merrin which is
registered with the Ohio Secretary of State. On Friends of Derek Merrin’s nonfederal year-end report
filed with the Ohio Secretary of State, it is indicated that his nonfederal candidate account contributed
$1,000 to his federal campaign committee, Merrin for Congress on 12/30/23. Please see enclosed
attachment from the Ohio Secretary of State website that shows this contribution.

Under federal law (110.3(d). See also AO 1996-33 (Colantuono)), a candidate’s authorized
(federal) committee may not accept funds or assets transferred from a committee established by the
same candidate for a nonfederal election campaign. | believe he violated this law.

Also, Merrin for Congress did not file a FEC Form 3 Year-end report which was due on 1/31/23.
The committee did not indicate to the FEC whether it had crossed the $5,000 raised or spent threshold
for the reporting period. It is shown on the enclosed attachment from the Ohio Secretary of State’s
website that $7,250 of total contributions were made from various nonfederal committees in December
2023 to Mr. Merrin’s federal committee, Merrin for Congress. This would indicate that Merrin for
Congress raised more than $5,000 during the Year-end reporting period and should have filed a Form 3
Year-end report with the FEC to disclose the contributions.

A copy if this complaint was also emailed to EnfComplaint@fec.gov.

Sincerel

Nicholas Everhar

Columbus, OH 43201

So Sworn:

On this, the 2 h‘( day of February 2024, Nicholas Everhart personally(appeared and signed and

sworn to before me in the County of F"Mk ||‘5 in the State of ON10 _ the statement
contained in this letter.
' nunn,,”"
3N é}eof, | hereunto set my hand and official seals.
Max Koemner

% Notary Public, State of Ohio
? My Commission Expires:

July 09, 2028 pu[o l'e

Signature of notarial officer

Title of notarial officer
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Expend Date  Amoumt  Event Date Purpose
12/30/2023 $1,000.00 2 CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION
12/31/2023 $1,00000 - CONTRIBUTION.
12/28/2023 $1,00000 - CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION
12/28/2023 $1,00000 - CONTRIBUTION

12/28/2023 $250.00 CONTRIBUTION

1272772023 $1,00000 - CONTRIBUTION

12/30/2023 $1,00000 - CONTRIBUTION

SUPPORTERS AND FRIENDS OF RON FERGUSON

JIM THOMAS FOR OHIO HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
FRIENDS OF JERRY CIRINO

CALLENDER FOR OHIO

BRENNER FOR OHIO

FRIENDS OF MARK JOHNSON

FRIENDS OF DEREK MERRIN





