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October 23, 2023

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

BY E-MAIL: CELA@FEC.GOV

Wanda D. Brown, Asst. Gen. Counsel CELA
Office of the General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1050 First Street NE
Washington, DC  20463

Re: MUR 8163

Dear Ms. Brown:

Introduction

This letter is on behalf of Women for American Values and Ethics Political Action Committee 
(“WAVE PAC”) and Danea Riley in her official capacity as Treasurer in response to the 
unsubstantiated complaint filed in the above-captioned matter by an apparent ‘super fan’ of Dave 
Min, the primary election opponent of Joanna Weiss, WAVE PAC’s founder and former 
President.1 The bias reflected in the complaint is compounded by a careless use of factual and 
legal claims that simply reflect a wish that Joanna Weiss’s campaign be cited for a campaign 
finance violation.  Perhaps giving the complaint more credit than is due, it seems to argue that 
even though WAVE PAC was formally created back in 2017 and Joanna Weiss stepped down as 
an official of WAVE PAC before becoming a candidate, WAVE PAC nonetheless was 
established by Joanna as a candidate, is controlled by Joanna as a candidate, and is therefore 
improperly soliciting and spending ‘soft money’ contributions.  The complaint also seems to 
suggest that the WAVE PAC has been providing the Weiss campaign unreported and/or 

1 Complainant Susan Tate is a ‘maxed out’ contributor to Dave Min’s congressional campaign, as the FEC database 
shows.  She is on social media constantly in support of Dave Min’s campaign, listing herself as a “supporter” and 
writing “Dave Min makes me proud every day”, criticizing Joanna Weiss’s husband for his law firm’s work, calling 
Joanna “shameless” and “disingenuous”, saying Joanna “lied”, asking why Joanna would “strong arm” other 
candidates, and suggesting Joanna “is pretty loose with her facts” and “willing to run a dirty campaign”. See
Attachment.
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excessive in-kind contributions through a few occasional social media posts or emails that are 
associated with WAVE PAC’s social media and Internet-based platforms, groups, or 
communications. 

As will be demonstrated, Complainant has no grasp of the facts.  The actual relevant facts do not 
support a showing of control by Joanna Weiss regarding WAVE PAC during her candidacy.  
And the actual relevant facts do not support any claim that the cited social media activities 
amount to in-kind contributions.  A declaration under penalty of perjury of Alethea “Ali” Monge, 
currently serving as Board Director and Executive Director of WAVE PAC, accompanies this 
response.  Ms. Monge’s sworn statements completely undermine the porous claims in the 
complaint.  The Commission should dismiss the complaint for failing to meet the ‘reason to 
believe a violation occurred’ threshold that would launch an intrusive and resource-consuming 
investigation.2  

The legal framework 

 The soliciting or spending ‘soft money’ claim 

The legal provisions that constrain a federal candidate’s ‘soft money’ fundraising appear at 52 
U.S.C. § 30125(e) (prohibiting a federal candidate or an entity directly or indirectly established, 
financed, maintained, or controlled by such candidate from soliciting, receiving, directing, 
transferring, or spending funds in connection with an election unless such funds are subject to the 
relevant federal campaign finance limits and prohibitions) and 11 C.F.R. §§ 300.61 and 300.62 
(same). 

As the declaration of Ali Monge indicates:  (1) WAVE PAC was formally created in 2017, long 
before Joanna became a candidate; (2) Joanna resigned as President of WAVE PAC and had no 
official role with WAVE PAC by the time she became a federal candidate;3 and (3) Ali, serving 
as Executive Director, has no recollection of Joanna controlling or even influencing WAVE PAC 

 
2 The Commission’s dismissal of MURs 7854 and 7946 (Center for Tech and Civic Life, et al.) at several points 
demonstrated that speculation alone was insufficient.  See Factual and Legal Analysis, available at 
https://www.fec.gov/files/legal/murs/7854/7854_25.pdf  (“Complaint . . . provides no support for its assertion . . .” 
and “no basis to infer coordination” and “no available information to indicate . . . prohibited contributions . . .” and 
“Complaints’ assertions . . . appear to rest on speculation”); see also MUR 4960 Statement of Reasons of 
Commissioners Mason, Sandstrom, Smith, and Thomas, cited at n. 93 of foregoing Factual and Legal Analysis. 
3 Joanna resigned as WAVE PAC’s Director and President on or about January 30, 2023 and filed her Statement of 
Candidacy on February 1, 2023 (see 
https://docquery.fec.gov/pdf/594/202302019578115594/202302019578115594.pdf) and made her public 
announcement on February 8, 2023 (see https://www.latimes.com/socal/daily-pilot/news/story/2023-02-
08/community-activist-announces-congressional-bid-in-orange-countys-already-contested-ca-47).  A review of the 
2023 Q1 report filed Joanna Weiss for Congress reveals that reported contributions would not have made Joanna a 
“candidate” within the meaning of 52 U.S.C. § 30101(2) until February 3, 2023. 
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decision-making from the time she resigned as Director and President.  Thus, WAVE PAC was 
not established by a federal candidate and has at no time been controlled by a federal candidate 
within the meaning of the legal provision here involved.4  That, essentially, is the end of the 
analysis. 

Complainant makes lame claims about Joanna Weiss sending social media messages using the 
WAVE PAC social media platform and group, but obviously that does not prove that Joanna 
controls WAVE PAC.  Joanna was at that time just a supporter of WAVE PAC with no 
leadership role.  Another feeble claim is that Joanna remains a Director of WAVE Action Fund, 
a legally separate 501(c)(4) social welfare organization none of whose directors are directors of 
WAVE PAC.5  Joanna’s role with a separate organization that doesn’t control WAVE PAC is 
irrelevant.  Further, Ali Monge’s declaration makes clear that Joanna in fact has not had any role 
in influencing the decision-making process of WAVE PAC and had no role even in the 
combined but separate fundraising effort that involved both WAVE PAC and WAVE Action 
Fund.6  Likewise, Complainant’s concern stemming from the fact that Joanna’s mother, Arlene 
Joyce, has been and remains a Director of WAVE PAC is irrelevant in that she is only one of 
three Directors and she is fully independent and not under the control of Joanna.7  Last, 
Complainant’s flagging of a social media post referencing that Joanna technically had “Admin” 
status regarding the Facebook group associated with WAVE PAC and WAVE Action Fund 
means only that, in theory, Joanna could have modified the settings of the Facebook account.  
This was far from a control role regarding WAVE PAC ‘soft money’ solicitation or spending 
decisions, and Ali Monge’s declaration clarifies that Joanna actually hasn’t used any “Admin” 
functionality since becoming a federal candidate eight months ago.8    

The in-kind contributions claims 

The basic concept of the in-kind contribution rules adopted by the Commission is that there must 
either be (1) a provision of goods or services to an accepting political committee (like the 

 
4 The Commission wisely has not taken the position that the ‘soft money’ solicitation/spending restriction applies 
where someone is involved in an organization’s establishment before that individual became a “candidate.”  In MUR 
6971 (Right to Rise U.S.A., Jeb Bush, and Jeb 2016 Inc.), the pre-candidacy role of Jeb Bush in helping set-up Right 
to Rise U.S.A. (a superPAC) was not even raised as a theory for treating the solicitations and spending of the latter 
as impermissible ‘soft money’ activity.  That solid logic still stands.  And, regarding the control concept, the 
Commission’s analysis in Advisory Opinion 2022-06 reflects clearly that Joanna’s resignation as a director and 
officer of the PAC before her candidacy began means she did not have the type of control regarding the PAC’s 
operations that the law would require to apply the soft money solicitation restrictions here involved. 
5 See Ali Monge Declaration, paragraph 14.  
6 See Ali Monge Declaration, paragraphs 4 and 16. 
7 See Ali Monge Declaration, paragraph 3. 
8 See Ali Monge Declaration, paragraph 14. 
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straight-forward provision of a car or advertising services to a campaign committee) or (2) 
expenditures or payments that are more amorphously undertaken pursuant to a request, 
suggestion, or expression of consent coming from an agent of a candidate, a candidate’s 
committee, or a party committee.  The first prong is embodied in the general definition of 
“contribution” in the statute and regulations which includes a gift or advance of “anything of 
value” for the purpose of influencing any federal election.9  The second prong is embodied in the 
statute where the contribution limits are found (52 U.S.C. § 30116(a)(7)(B)) and in the 
Commission’s regulations at 11 C.F.R. §§ 109.20 (an “expenditure” that is “coordinated”) and 
109.21 (a “coordinated communication”). 

It appears that Complainant is not aware that one of the circumstances she cites has been treated 
as an in-kind contribution all along.  Specifically, the email from Joanna in February 2023 to 
WAVE PAC supporters and members announcing her candidacy involved use of the WAVE 
PAC email list, and that was properly valued and reported as an in-kind contribution by WAVE 
PAC.  Similarly, Complainant seems unaware that the subsequent WAVE PAC meeting to which 
Joanna was invited and given an opportunity to speak as part of the program was treated, in 
allocable part, as an in-kind contribution and properly reported as such. 

As for other actions of WAVE PAC that Complainant insinuates were in-kind contributions, 
Complainant has not produced any evidence that they were anything other than independent 
efforts.  WAVE PAC logically could independently email an invitation to its members and 
supporters regarding the meeting where part of the program would be devoted to letting Joanna 
speak.  It logically could independently email its members and supporters suggestions that they 
contact past WAVE PAC endorsees to urge them to endorse Joanna (the “Operation Lift Women 
Up: Get Joanna Elected” concept).  It logically could independently email its members and 
supporters about having decided to formally endorse Joanna and about other meetings of 
progressive groups that would be opportunities to show support for Joanna.10 

Complainant’s apparent irritation with Joanna having been a leader of WAVE PAC and then 
later getting political support from WAVE PAC does not translate into evidence that the 
activities just listed were coordinated with Joanna or her campaign agents within the meaning of 
the law.  And Complainant’s gripes about the endorsement decision of WAVE PAC (it 

 
9 52 U.S.C. § 30101(8)(A)(i); 11 C.F.R. § 100.52(a). 
10 Complainant seems to grasp that the various email-based actions listed in this paragraph would not be “public 
communications” and therefore would not fall under the “coordinated communication” rules at § 109.21 that govern 
Internet-based communications of this variety.  The Commission deliberately separated the analysis for 
“communications” that might be coordinated from other types of goods or services that might be provided in 
cooperation, consultation, or concert with, or at the request or suggestion of a candidate, candidate committee, or 
party committee.  So, aside from the fact that Complainant has provided no evidence that the email-based actions 
noted were coordinated, the Complainant is trying to bamboozle the Commission into running her claims through 
the § 109.20 regulations which clearly are not designed to cover “communication” situations.  
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supposedly “violated its own endorsement rules” by endorsing in a contested primary; and it
supposedly did not invite any other candidate in the race to seek its endorsement) are of no 
relevance whatsoever to the legal framework here (and they are flat wrong as the Ali Monge 
declaration makes clear at paragraphs 7 and 9).  Complainant simply grasps at straws, and the 
Commission should not reward her.11  

Conclusion

Complainant has provided no basis whatsoever for the Commission to make a finding of “reason 
to believe” against WAVE PAC or Treasurer Danea Riley.  The Commission should dismiss this 
matter expeditiously to remove any cloud that has been created by Complainant’s biased effort to 
help Joanna Weiss’s opponent in the upcoming primary.

Sincerely,

Scott E. Thomas

Jennifer Carrier

Enclosure

11 The one claim made by Complainant that has a ring of truth is that WAVE PAC and Joanna Weiss for Congress
have reported the actual contributions made in slightly different ways.  The differences are immaterial and stem 
from an innocent misunderstanding, needed corrections have been identified, and amendments are being filed 
simultaneously with respondents’ submissions in this MUR.  Importantly, no excessive contributions have been 
made, received, or reported.
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
 
 

In Matter Under Review 8163 
 
 

DECLARATION OF ALI MONGE 
 
 

I, Ali Monge, under penalty of perjury, hereby declare the following to be true and accurate to 
the best of my knowledge and belief: 
 
1.   I am a Board Director and the Executive Director of Women for American Values and 

Ethics Political Action Committee (WAVE PAC).   
 
2.   WAVE PAC, formally created in 2017, is a “hybrid Super PAC” registered with and 

reporting to the Federal Election Commission (FEC).  It is a nonprofit corporation under 
District of Columbia law, and Joanna Weiss was an initial Board Director and served as 
the initial President.  I was one of the initial Board Directors, as well.   

   
3. I recall that Joanna resigned as a Board Director and as President of WAVE PAC on or 

about January 30, 2023.  On or about that date I was re-elected as a Board Director (two 
others were elected as well, one being Arlene Joyce who happens to be Joanna’s mother, 
but who is fully independent and not under the control of Joanna), and on or about that 
date I assumed the role of Executive Director of WAVE PAC.   

 
4.   I do not recall any incidents of Joanna controlling or even influencing WAVE PAC 

decision-making upon her resignation from the positions of President and Director of 
WAVE PAC in early 2023. 

 
5. Of course, the current leadership of WAVE PAC is thrilled that its founder, Joanna 

Weiss, is running for Congress, and WAVE PAC has expressed its support through 
campaign contributions to Joanna Weiss for Congress, through endorsing her candidacy, 
and through encouraging supporters and others to assist her candidacy.   

 
6. WAVE PAC leadership used independent judgment and followed its typical formal 

process when determining endorsement of and financial support for Joanna Weiss. 
 
7. WAVE PAC frequently endorses candidates (see 

https://www.wave4all.org/elections/candidates/), and WAVE PAC has previously 
endorsed numerous candidates in contested primaries, such as Catherine Blakespear 
(State Senate), Mike Levin (U.S. Congress), Sharon Quirk-Silva (State Assembly), Peter 
Hardin (District Attorney). See Exhibit A. 

 
8. WAVE PAC’s Endorsement Committee undertook its typical formal procedures when 

contemplating the endorsement of Joanna Weiss.  Joanna Weiss submitted an application, 
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the Endorsement Committee conducted an interview of Joanna Weiss, the Endorsement 
Committee solicited member feedback, and the Endorsement Committee voted on the 
endorsement.   

 
9. No other candidates for the CA-47 Congressional seat have requested an endorsement 

from WAVE PAC.  On two occasions, the Chair of WAVE PAC’s Endorsement 
Committee, Liz Parker, reached out to Dave Min, a leading candidate for the CA-47 
congressional seat, to invite him to submit an application for an endorsement.  

 
10.   WAVE PAC consistently sends out Internet-based communications urging its members 

to support the candidates it endorses.  There are several dozen different communications 
related to events such as endorsed candidates’ phone banking and canvassing 
opportunities, candidate forums, and meetings.  Some examples are provided in Exhibit 
B.   

 
11. On February 8th and 9th, 2023, Joanna Weiss utilized WAVE PAC’s electronic mail list to 

send her campaign announcement.  Exhibit C.  Upon advice of counsel, the fair market 
value of the list was calculated to be $250, and this amount was reported as an in-kind 
contribution from WAVE PAC to Joanna Weiss for Congress on the relevant 2023 Mid-
Year FEC report.  Exhibit D.   

 
12. Joanna Weiss was invited to discuss her candidacy at a February 16, 2023, WAVE PAC 

member meeting.  After that discussion, which encompassed less than half of the meeting 
time, the meeting was focused on introducing the new leadership team and other key 
figures in the organization.  Upon advice of counsel, half of the food and decoration costs 
for that meeting ($457.94) were attributed as an in-kind contribution to Joanna Weiss for 
Congress on the relevant Mid-Year 2023 FEC report.  Exhibit E.   

 
13. On March 30, 2023, WAVE PAC donated $4,000 to the primary election of Joanna 

Weiss for Congress and $5,000 to the general election. Exhibit F.  WAVE PAC’s 
Endorsement Committee undertook its typical formal procedures when contemplating the 
contributions to Joanna Weiss for Congress.  As noted before, Joanna Weis submitted an 
application, the Endorsement Committee conducted an interview of Joanna Weiss, the 
Endorsement Committee solicited member feedback, and the Endorsement Committee 
voted on the endorsement and donation level.   

 
14. In February of 2019 WAVE Action Fund was formed as 501(c)(4) social welfare 

organization with a separate Board of Directors only one of whom at the time (Joanna 
Weiss) overlapped with the Board of Directors of WAVE PAC.  Since Joanna Weiss 
resigned as a Director of WAVE PAC in January of 2023, there has been no overlap 
between the boards of the two organizations.  To achieve efficiencies, the two 
organizations occasionally share operations and allocate operating expenses.  WAVE 
PAC and WAVE Action Fund have a jointly-run private Facebook group for members 
where various content is posted such as news articles of interest, meeting notices, local 
events, mobilization opportunities, etc.  Exhibit G.  There are currently 487 members of 
the group.  Any member of the group can post content to the group.  As is typical for 
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members of the group to post regarding political engagement opportunities, Joanna Weiss 
did post two reminders in August 2023 regarding Democratic Club meetings. Exhibit H.  
There are 6 “administrators” of the jointly-run Facebook group.   Joanna Weiss had been 
an “administrator” of the group since its inception (someone who can manage the 
settings), as she created the group and is still a participant in WAVE Action Fund.  To 
my knowledge, Joanna Weiss has not utilized the “administrator” functionality since 
prior to running for office.  Out of an abundance of caution, WAVE removed Joanna 
Weiss as an “administrator” of the Facebook group upon learning that she was still 
indeed listed as an “administrator.” 

 
15. “Operation Lift Women Up: Get Joanna Elected” was my idea, and I created the 

documents in Exhibit 4 of the complaint.  Joanna Weiss was not involved carrying out the 
initiative, nor did she provide any of the content utilized in the related documents.  The 
initiative was discussed, and access to the documents was circulated, among a small 
group of WAVE PAC leadership.  The initiative was not materially implemented, and the 
documents were not circulated to a wider group.  The documents were only available on a 
drive accessible by WAVE PAC leadership, so I am unclear how the complainant, Susan 
Tate, was able to access them. 

 
16. WAVE PAC and WAVE Action Fund combined efforts regarding a fundraiser on 

September 30, 2023, with donations and contributions being routed to each organization 
separately.  Joanna Weiss had no role in any aspect of the fundraiser, including its 
planning or the event itself.  The fundraiser was planned exclusively by me and other 
leaders of WAVE PAC and WAVE Action Fund. 

 
17. WAVE PAC has consistently sought and received the guidance of counsel to ensure its 

activities are in legal compliance, especially as it relates to its support for its founder, 
Joanna Weiss. 

 
 
 
_________________________________________  _________________ 
Ali Monge       Date 
Executive Director and Board Chair, WAVE PAC 
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Yeung, Dorothy

Subject: FW: WAVE Is Watching: Special Primary Elections Issue

 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: WAVE Government Integrity Working Action Group <joanna@wave4all.org> 
Date: May 10, 2022 at 8:00:17 AM PDT 
To: Ali Monge <ali@wave4all.org> 
Subject: WAVE Is Watching: Special Primary Elections Issue 

  

 

Giant Ballot Party on Thursday, May 19 at 7pm in Newport Beach 

Bring your ballot, bring a pen, bring a friend! Join us as we discuss who and 
what is in the primary elections ballot this year. Get informed so you can 

educate others too! 

RSVP Here  

WAVE IS WATCHING 
May 2022 

In this issue of WAVE Is Watching, we are reporting on the news that has dominated the country 
since last week -- the likelihood that the Supreme Court will overturn Roe v. Wade. We will provide 
options to voice your opposition to this draft leaked majority opinion. Our constitutional rights are at 
stake, it is imperative that we use the best weapon we have to counter this pending assault, an 
informed vote.  

To support informed voting, the newsletter will highlight the June Primary. Our ballots drop this 
week, vote centers open on May 28th, and voting concludes on June 7th. In this newsletter, 
we are including a list of WAVE endorsed candidates, and endorsements from our community 
partners, Planned Parenthood and Asian Americans in Action. Please review our candidate 
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recommendations, share this newsletter with friends and VOTE. As always, we have provided a list of 
the most pressing bills that have recently passed in the House, as well as how our local congressional 
members have voted on those bills. 

Table of Contents 

1. California Statewide Primary Election Information 

• Candidates endorsed by WAVE  
• Candidates endorsed by our community partners, Planned Parenthood, and Asian 

Americans in Action  
• Superior Court Judicial Recommendations 

2. The State of Roe v. Wade: Quick Facts 

3. Our Community Partner, Planned Parenthood: How You Can Turn Anger into Action 

4. Vote For Congressional Candidates Who Will Support a Woman’s Right to Choose 

5. U.S Congress Legislative News 

• United States Congressional Roll Call Bills Passed and Congressional Voting Record for 
April and May 2022 

• Senate Democrats Will Force a Vote to Codify Roe v. Wade this Week 
• Contact Your Congressional Representatives 

California Statewide Primary Election 
Endorsements 

Please see WAVE’s list of endorsed candidates. It is important to note that a few of these races 
will be decided in this primary election so it is very important that you share this information and 
vote. 

The races that will be decided in this primary include the Orange County Board of Education 
seats in which WAVE has endorsed Martha Fluor and Sherine Smith, and potentially the 
Orange County Board of Supervisors race, only if our endorsed candidate, Katrina Foley 
receives 50% + 1 of the total vote.   

In addition to the candidates' races, Measure B in Newport Beach will also be decided in this primary 
election. If you live in Newport Beach, WAVE recommends a NO vote on measure B. 

Endorsements by WAVE's Community Partners, 
Planned Parenthood, and Asian Americans in 

Action 
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This Voter Guide serves as an educational tool to help voters make decisions regarding their ballot 
choices. Below is information compiled from three sources -- WAVE endorsements, Planned 
Parenthood of Orange and San Bernardino Counties, and Asian Americans in Action. Each are 
nonpartisan organizations with values similar to WAVE.  

“WAVE” will appear in the endorsed column if WAVE also endorses the candidate in this primary 
election, "PP" for Planned Parenthood, and "A3" for Asian Americans in Action. We have listed 
candidates who are either endorsed and/or considered priority candidates from A3. (Note: A 
candidate who is endorsed by PP or A3 but not by WAVE does not reflect a lack of WAVE support, 
rather it means WAVE’s full endorsement may come later, pending a full evaluation process and 
availability of funds for campaign contributions.) 

Complete voter guide from Planned Parenthood, available here. Asian Americans in Action guide is 
accessible here.  

Federal Office 

Race                    Candidate             Endorsement 

U.S. Senate*          Alex Padilla             PP  

*There are 2 U.S. Senate contests on the ballot. You may vote for Senator Padilla TWICE so he 
completes the remainder on his appointed term, then would be elected for a full 6-year term. 

Congressional 33   Pete Aguilar             PP 

Congressional 35   Norma J. Torres        PP 

Congressional 40   Dr. Asif Mahmood     WAVE/PP/A3 

Congressional 45   Jay F. Chen              WAVE/PP/A3 

Congressional 46   Lou Correa               PP 

Congressional 47   Katie Porter              WAVE/PP/A3 

Congressional 49   Mike Levin                WAVE/PP/A3 

State Office 

Governor               Gavin Newsom           PP 

Lt. Governor          Eleni Kounalakis         PP 

Secretary of State  Dr. Shirley Weber       PP 

Attorney General    Rob Bonta                 PP 

Treasurer               Fiona Ma                   PP 

Insurance Comm.   Ricardo Lara              PP 
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Supt. of Public Ed.  Tony Thurmond          PP 

Calif. Controller       Malia Cohen              WAVE/PP 

State Legislature 

Senate District 34  Tom Umberg               WAVE/PP/A3 

Senate District 36   Kim Carr                    WAVE/PP/A3 

Senate District 38   Catherine Blakespear  WAVE/PP 

Senate District 45  James Ramos               PP 

Senate District 47  Christy Holstege           PP 

Senate District 50  Eloise Gomez Reyes      PP 

Senate District 53  Freddie Rodriguez         PP 

Senate District 58  Sabrina Cervantes        PP 

Senate District 67  Sharon Quirk-Silva       WAVE/PP/A3 

Senate District 68  Avelino Valencia           PP/A3 

Senate District 70  Diedre Thu-Ha Nguyen  WAVE/PP/A3 

Senate District 72  Judie Mancuso              PP/A3 

Senate District 74  Chris Duncan                PP 

Orange County  

Superintendent           Al Mijares               A3 

Bd. of Ed., Area 2       Martha Fluor            WAVE/PP/A3 

Bd. of Ed., Area 4       Paulette Chaffee       PP/A3 

Bd. of Ed., Area 5       Sherine Smith         WAVE/PP/A3 

Bd. of Sup., Dist. 2     Vincent Sarmiento   PP  

Bd. of Sup., Dist. 2     Kim Bernice Nguyen PP/A3 

Bd. of Sup., Dist. 4     Doug Chaffee           PP 

Bd. of Sup., Dist. 4     Sunny Park              A3 

Bd. of Sup., Dist. 5     Katrina Foley           WAVE/PP/A3 
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Assessor                    Rick Foster              WAVE/PP/A3 

District Attorney         Pete Hardin             WAVE/PP/A3 

Superior Court Judge 

WAVE does not make judicial endorsements; however, judicial endorsements are very important. We 
include judicial recommendations from the following people and organizations: Senator Dave Min 
("Min"), Orange County Supervisor Katrina Foley ("Foley"), Assemblywoman Cottie Petrie-Norris 
("Petrie-Norris"), Asian Americans in Action ("A3"), the Democratic Party of Orange County ("DPOC"), 
and the Republican Party of Orange County ("OCGOP"). DPOC Endorsement Guide, OC GOP 
Endorsement Guide. 

Office No.    Name                          Endorsed By 

No. 5           Kimberly La Salle         A3 

No. 9           Christopher Duff          OCGOP                     

No. 11         Marc Gibbons              DPOC 

                   Shawn Nelson             OCGOP 

No. 21         Ray Brown                  DPOC 

No. 22         Brahim Baytieh            Foley 

No. 28         Jessica Cha                 Petrie-Norris/Min/A3/DPOC 

No. 30         Michele Bell                 Foley/A3/DPOC 

                  Peggy Huang               OCGOP 

No. 33         Steve McGreevy          Foley/OCGOP 

No. 44         Israel Claustro            Foley/DPOC 

The State of Roe v. Wade: Quick Facts 
The Supreme Court hasn’t finalized an abortion decision yet. But now it’s probable — not just possible 
— that the court will announce this summer it is ending the only federal abortion protections by 
overturning its 1973 Roe v. Wade decision guaranteeing the right to an abortion until about 22 to 24 
weeks of pregnancy. 

Politico obtained a draft opinion by a conservative justice arguing to end Roe v. Wade entirely. The 
fact it was written at all suggests there are enough justices willing to vote to do that. The draft 
opinion is legitimate, the court confirmed, while stressing that it doesn’t represent the final votes of 
any justice. 
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What the end of Roe would mean: Abortion is left up to the states to regulate entirely to their own 
will, and that would mean abortion could become very difficult to obtain or even outright illegal in 
about half of the country, in states mostly concentrated in the South and Midwest. 

States that would ban abortion upon the Supreme Court ending Roe (Daniela Santamariña/The Washington Post)  

 

A quick reminder on how we got here: During his four years in office, President Donald Trump 
and Senate Republicans installed three conservative Supreme Court justices, with Trump promising 
they would be opponents of abortion rights. 

Sure enough, this fall the court declined to strike a strict abortion ban in Texas from the books. Then 
it heard arguments in December on a Mississippi abortion ban after 15 weeks of pregnancy. The fact 
they chose to hear the Mississippi case suggested they were open to rolling back the Roe v. 
Wade standard to at least 15 weeks of pregnancy. 

But this draft opinion by Justice Samuel Alito stretches much further than court observers thought the 
Supreme Court would go. He argues that there is no constitutional right to an abortion, period. At 
least four justices would need to agree with him to knock down Roe v. Wade entirely. We’ll find out 
this summer whether that’s the case. 

What’s all this uproar about a ‘leak’? 

Only a few times in history have we learned what the Supreme Court may decide on a case before the 
court is ready to announce it. Monday night was one of those times. Only a small number of people in 
the court have access to these opinions, and someone at the court gave Alito’s February draft opinion 
to Politico, in an apparent effort to alert the public about what the court may soon do, or to pressure 
the court not to end Roe. 

So, is this leak a big problem? Conservatives are hyper-focused on this, seemingly even more so than 
the fact that they could reach the conservative holy grail of ending federal abortion rights in the 
United States. They and the Supreme Court argue that the traditional secrecy allows for authentic 
debate and for justices to change their minds, and they fear that open debate at the nation’s highest 
court will be chilled because of this. Chief Justice John Roberts said there would be an investigation. 

But by focusing on the leak, conservatives are missing the point, liberals argue. The big headline is 
that the court seems ready to end 50 years of abortion protection in the United States. Their main 
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argument is that a generation of women have grown up believing this protection would be there, and 
five conservative justices will override that. “Really? You think the whole issue is about a leak?” Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) told CNN. “This is about five extremist justices.… At least two of them 
swore up and down that they cared about the rule of law and Roe v. Wade is settled law.” 

How Americans feel about this 

Americans’ thoughts on when abortion should be restricted is hard to pin down, in part because it 
requires a knowledge of the weeks of pregnancy, and legal terms such as “fetal viability” (when the 
fetus can live outside the womb) and thinking through really tough situations. 

But there is one question on abortion that Americans have been pretty consistent about over the past 
half-decade: They want Roe to remain in place. 

Fifty-four percent of Americans say the Supreme Court should uphold it, a Washington Post-ABC News 
poll conducted last week found. Just 28 percent believe it should be overturned, so that’s about a 2-
to-1 majority for upholding it. 

In addition, Americans overwhelmingly support permitting abortion in certain cases, such as when the 
patient’s health is in danger, or for serious birth defects, or rape or incest. Republican legislators are 
moving in the opposite direction, to pass laws that ban abortion in almost all cases. 

What Democrats can do about it 

If a majority of Americans want Roe to stand, and Democrats control a majority in Congress and the 
presidency, what’s to stop them from passing a federal law protecting abortion rights? 
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The filibuster. In the Senate, Republicans can and will stop Democrats from codifying abortion rights. 
To overcome a filibuster requires 60 out of 100 votes; Democrats have only 50 votes. Or maybe less: 
Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) says he opposes changing the filibuster for abortion, and he may not 
support codifying Roe into law anyway. (Two moderate Senate Republicans might support this, but 
would they really cross party lines for something this fraught?) Manchin already helped block 
Democrats’ effort a few months ago to eliminate the filibuster to pass voting rights legislation. 

Democrats can and will try to win back power at the state level so they can extend abortion 
protections in individual states. But they have a long way to go — Republicans control almost two-
thirds of state legislatures, compared with Democrats’ one-third. 

Source: By Amber Phillips with Caroline Anders Washington Post, 5/3/22 

READ MORE ABOUT WOMEN'S RIGHTS: An opinion piece from the New York Times  

From Our Community Partner, Planned 
Parenthood: How You Can Turn Anger Into Action  

WAVE is in a community partnership with Planned Parenthood. In response to the impending Supreme 
Court decision, we encourage you to read the Planned Parenthood statement and call to action. WAVE 
members will be participating in the nationwide call to action, BANS OFF ABORTION on Saturday, 
May 14th. Please join us and bring your friends as we protest in solidarity against this impending 
decision. Click on the link below to register to attend BANS OFF ABORTION. 

PLANNED PARENTHOOD STATEMENT: 
Please stand with us on May 14th in support of access to abortion rights. 
  
The Supreme Court is on track to entirely overturn Roe v. Wade – according to a draft 
majority opinion leaked last night – and eliminate nearly 50 years of precedent establishing 
and protecting the legal right to abortion in the United States. Many have feared this since 
three new conservative justices were appointed to the court by former President Trump. 
  
While this is not a final decision, it clearly indicates the likely direction the majority of the 
Court will take when it issues a final decision. If/when Roe is overturned, half of our states 
will move to ban abortion, including our neighboring state Arizona. And this news comes just 
as anti-abortion rights groups unveil their ultimate plan to ban abortion nationwide. 
  
We don’t have any time to waste. Now is our chance to join advocates across the country 
and send a resounding message to the Supreme Court that this is an attack on our dignity, 
liberty, and autonomy. Join us on May 14th at 10:00 AM for the Bans Off Abortion 
Rally in Centennial Regional Park in Santa Ana. RSVP here. 

Vote for Congressional Candidates who Support a 
Woman’s Right to Choose  
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Support Congressional Candidates Jay Chen (CA-45) and Asif Mahmood (CA-40). They will defend a 
woman’s right to choose. 

We already know how our current congressional representatives from Districts 45 and 40 vote when it 
comes to Women’s Health Issues. Last February, both Rep. Michelle Steel and Rep. Young Kim voted 
against the Woman’s Health Protection Act 2021. “To protect a person's ability to determine 
whether to continue or end a pregnancy, and to protect a health care provider's ability to 
provide abortion service." We must do all we can to elect candidates who are willing to support 
women’s reproductive health decisions. Both Jay Chen and Asif Mahmood are vocal supporters of 
keeping Roe v. Wade. In a report by the Orange County Register on May 4, 2022, each of the four 
candidates gave a statement expressing their stand on Roe v. Wade.  

45th District 

Rep. Michelle Steel: “I believe in the right to life and I believe we need to protect the rights of 
unborn children. Life is sacred, and no one should have the power to unilaterally end it. I believe 
there are exceptions to protect the life of the mother.” 

versus 

Jay Chen: “Reproductive rights should be protected at all costs and health care decisions should be 
made between a woman and her doctor, without interference from politicians. Attacks on Roe v. Wade 
and the right to an abortion endangers the health and safety of women across the country.” 

40th District 

Rep. Young Kim: “As a mother of four and new grandmother, standing up for life is personal to me. 
I am a proud pro-life woman and I believe the rights of the child must be respected.” 

versus 

Asif Mahmood: “I strongly believe in a woman’s right to reproductive health care and will fight 
attempts to repeal Roe v. Wade.” 

Source: Brooke Staggs, OC Register, 5/4/2022 

U.S. Congress Legislative News 
United States Congressional Roll Call Bills passed and 

Congressional voting record for the months of April/May 2022 
(partial list) 

  Steel (R-
48) Kim (R-39) Porter (D-

45) 
Levin (D-

49) 
S. 3522: Ukraine Democracy 
Defense Lend-Lease Act of 2022 

A bill to provide enhanced authority 
for the President to enter into 

Y Y Y Y 
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agreements with the Government 
of Ukraine to lend or lease defense 
articles to that Government to 
protect civilian populations in 
Ukraine from Russian military 
invasion, and for other purposes. 
H.Res. 1065: Providing for 
consideration of the bill (S. 
3522) to provide enhanced 
authority for the President to enter 
into agreements with the 
Government of Ukraine to lend or 
lease defense articles to that 
Government to protect civilian 
populations in Ukraine 

N N Y Y 

H.R. 4693: Global Malnutrition 
Prevention and Treatment Act 
of 2021 

To advance targeted and evidence-
based interventions for the 
prevention and treatment of global 
malnutrition and to improve the 
coordination of such programs, and 
for other purposes. 

Y Y Y Y 

H.R. 3755: Women’s Health 
Protection Act of 2021 

To protect a person's ability to 
determine whether to continue or 
end a pregnancy, and to protect a 
health care provider's ability to 
provide abortion services. 

(This Bill was voted on in 2/22) 

N N Y Y 

          
          

Senate Democrats Will Force a Vote to Codify Roe v. Wade 

Senate Majority Leader Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) will force a vote on legislation codifying Roe v. 
Wade in the wake of a leaked Supreme Court draft decision that would strike down the landmark 
case.  

Full article by Jordain Carney, The Hill, 5/5/22 

Contact your Congressional Representatives 

Representative Local Number DC Number 
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Young Kim (R-39) (714) 984-2240      (202) 225-4111 
Katie Porter (D-45) (949) 668-6600 (202) 225-5611 

Michelle Steel (R-48) (714) 960-6483 (202) 224-2415 
Mike Levin (D-49) (949) 281-2449 (202) 225-3906 

If you value this newsletter and would like to ensure that all our endorsed candidates get the support 
they need from now through November, we would appreciate your continued support. We are so close 
to achieving our fundraising goal, so please help us close the gap.  

Preview Silent Auction Items 
and Donate to our Fund-A-Need  

WAVE Is Watching is produced by the WAVE Government Integrity Working Action Group chaired 
by Sue Ellen O’Connor, with the assistance of Anne Gordinier, Audrey Prosser, Janice Horn, and Ali 
Monge. If you would like us to cover a specific topic, or if you would like to join our production team, 
please email sueellen.oconnor@gmail.com. 
 

Women for American Values and Ethics Political Action Committee · 2525 Ocean Blvd, Suite A-2, Newport Beach, 
CA 92625, United States  

This email was sent to ali@wave4all.org. To stop receiving emails, click here.  
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Yeung, Dorothy

From: Joanna Weiss <joanna@wave4all.org>
Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2023 1:59 PM
To: Carrier, Jennifer
Subject: Breaking News: Joanna is running for Congress!

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 

Dear Jen, 

For the past six years, it has been the privilege of my lifetime to lead WAVE and 
work with you to reshape Orange County and our country to more closely reflect 
our shared values. I am incredibly proud of the positive change we have 
fostered in our communities, and I am grateful for the friendships we have 
developed. Buoyed by the work we have accomplished together, I wanted to 
share the news with you first: 

I’m officially announcing my campaign for 
California’s 47th District in the U.S. House 

of Representatives.  

MUR816300069



2

(Click on above image to play.) 

WATCH MY LAUNCH VIDEO HERE  

Become a "Day One 
Donor!"  

I enter this race because I believe my involvement will bring needed perspective 
and our shared values to the forefront. Our nation took an unimaginable turn 
after the election in 2016, and I, along with you, were compelled to take action. 
Together, we built WAVE, which quickly became a critical force in Orange County 
dedicated to advancing progressive values and ethics. We have been on the 
frontlines in the fight for our democracy. From that initial meeting of 21 women 
in my living room, we grew WAVE into a force thousands strong.  

We couldn’t have done it without YOU. And we need your help now. This race 
has national implications for taking back the House. Women won this seat in 
2020 and 2022, and it will take a strong woman to win this seat in 2024. 

Donate here! 

I’m running for all of us. I am running to do the work, the truly important work, 
that needs to be done, and I’ll do it tirelessly and with integrity. 

Thank you to each of you for the incredible support over the past six years as 
we built a movement. With your help, I can continue the work we have started 
on a national level to address our country’s biggest challenges. It has been a 
great honor to have served as President of WAVE and to have worked alongside 
you. 

In unity, with great appreciation, 

Joanna 

Visit website 

Follow on social media 

                

I stepped down from WAVE PAC's Board of Directors to run for office. Please 
stay tuned for upcoming details about WAVE PAC's new leadership under 
President and Executive Director Ali Monge!  

MUR816300070



3

Come to WAVE's February General Meeting on Thursday, 
February 16th in Newport Beach to kick off Joanna's 

campaign and learn about WAVE's transition and 
leadership team! 

RSVP for Joanna's Kick Off and 
WAVE Leadership Transition 

Meeting!  

 
 

Women for American Values and Ethics Political Action Committee · 2525 Ocean Blvd, Suite A-2, 
Newport Beach, CA 92625, United States  

This email was sent to jcarrier@blankrome.com. To stop receiving emails, click here.  

  

Created with NationBuilder, software for leaders. 
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Yeung, Dorothy

From: Ali Monge <ali@wave4all.org>
Sent: Monday, October 9, 2023 1:00 PM
To: Yeung, Dorothy
Subject: Fwd: Sharing some EXCITING news!

 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Joanna Weiss <joanna@wave4all.org> 
Date: Thu, Feb 9, 2023 at 8:56 AM 
Subject: Sharing some EXCITING news! 
To: <membership@wave4all.org> 
 

 

We wanted to make sure everyone saw the incredible news! We are resending 
due to a glitch we experienced yesterday. Apologies if you already received it. 

Come to a very special WAVE Meeting on Thursday, February 16th in 
Newport Beach to kick off Joanna's campaign and learn about WAVE's 

transition and leadership team! 

RSVP for Joanna's Kick Off and WAVE 
Leadership Transition Meeting!  

Dear Friend, 

For the past six years, it has been the privilege of my lifetime to lead WAVE and 
work with you to reshape Orange County and our country to more closely reflect 
our shared values. I am incredibly proud of the positive change we have 
fostered in our communities, and I am grateful for the friendships we have 
developed. Buoyed by the work we have accomplished together, I wanted to 
share the news with you first: 
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I’m officially announcing my campaign for 
California’s 47th District in the U.S. House 

of Representatives.  

(Click on above image to play.) 

WATCH MY LAUNCH VIDEO HERE  

Become a "Day One 
Donor!"  

I enter this race because I believe my involvement will bring needed perspective 
and our shared values to the forefront. Our nation took an unimaginable turn 
after the election in 2016, and I, along with you, were compelled to take action. 
Together, we built WAVE, which quickly became a critical force in Orange County 
dedicated to advancing progressive values and ethics. We have been on the 
frontlines in the fight for our democracy. From that initial meeting of 21 women 
in my living room, we grew WAVE into a force thousands strong.  

We couldn’t have done it without YOU. And we need your help now. This race 
has national implications for taking back the House. Women won this seat in 
2020 and 2022, and it will take a strong woman to win this seat in 2024. 

Donate here! 

I’m running for all of us. I am running to do the work, the truly important work, 
that needs to be done, and I’ll do it tirelessly and with integrity. 

Thank you to each of you for the incredible support over the past six years as 
we built a movement. With your help, I can continue the work we have started 
on a national level to address our country’s biggest challenges. It has been a 
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great honor to have served as President of WAVE and to have worked alongside 
you. 

In unity, with great appreciation, 

Joanna 

Visit Joanna's campaign website 

Follow her on social media: 

                

I stepped down from WAVE PAC's Board of Directors to run for office. Please 
attend our February meeting and stay tuned for upcoming details about 
WAVE PAC's new leadership under President and Executive Director Ali Monge!  

  

Women for American Values and Ethics Political Action Committee · 2525 Ocean Blvd, Suite A-2, 
Newport Beach, CA 92625, United States  

This email was sent to membership@wave4all.org. To stop receiving emails, click here.  

  

Created with NationBuilder, software for leaders. 
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SCHEDULE B  (FEC Form 3X)
ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS
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 ▲ ▲ ▲, , .SUBTOTAL ..................................................................

TOTAL ............................................................... ▼
▼

Schedule B (Form 3X) Rev. 05/2016

A.

B.

C.

▼

▼

M M / D D / Y Y Y Y

M M / D D / Y Y Y Y

M M / D D / Y Y Y Y

 ▲ ▲ ▲, , .

 ▲ ▲ ▲, , .

 ▲ ▲ ▲, , .

Image# 202307279584071604

68 70

✘

WOMEN FOR AMERICAN VALUES AND ETHICS POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE (A/K/A WAVE PAC)

JOANNA WEISS FOR CONGRESS

1787 TRIBUTE ROAD, SUITE K 02 09 2023

SACRAMENTO CA 95815

WAVE PAC's email list (in-kind contribution)
C00832584

006
Transaction ID : SB23.7034

WEISS, JOANNA, , ,
250.00✘ 2024

✘

✘
CA 47

JOANNA WEISS FOR CONGRESS

1787 TRIBUTE ROAD, SUITE K 03 30 2023

SACRAMENTO CA 95815

Contribution
C00832584

011
Transaction ID : SB23.7021

WEISS, JOANNA, , ,
✘ 2024 4000.00

✘

CA 47

JOANNA WEISS FOR CONGRESS

1787 TRIBUTE ROAD, SUITE K 03 30 2023

SACRAMENTO CA 95815

Contribution
C00832584

011 Transaction ID : SB23.7022

WEISS, JOANNA, , ,
✘

5000.002024
✘

CA 47

9000.00
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SCHEDULE B  (FEC Form 3X)
ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS

, , .
 ▲ ▲ ▲, , .SUBTOTAL ..................................................................

TOTAL ............................................................... ▼
▼

Schedule B (Form 3X) Rev. 05/2016

A.

B.

C.

▼

▼
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M M / D D / Y Y Y Y

M M / D D / Y Y Y Y

 ▲ ▲ ▲, , .

 ▲ ▲ ▲, , .

 ▲ ▲ ▲, , .

Image# 202307279584071603
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✘

WOMEN FOR AMERICAN VALUES AND ETHICS POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE (A/K/A WAVE PAC)

Benom-Sherwood, Piper, , ,

176 Lessay 02 16 2023

Newport Coast CA 92657

Ballons reimb. for Joanna Weiss for Congress launch party (in-kind
contribution)

H4CA47119
007

Transaction ID : SB23.7027

WEISS, JOANNA, , ,
33.04✘ 2024

✘

CA 47

DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF ORANGE COUNTY FED PAC

249 E. OCEAN BLVD., SUITE 685 06 16 2023

LONG BEACH CA 90802

Contribution
C00321943

011
Transaction ID : SB23.7485

500.00

DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF ORANGE COUNTY FED PAC

249 E. OCEAN BLVD., SUITE 685 06 30 2023

LONG BEACH CA 90802

Lost check (previously reported 2022 October Report)
C00321943

011 Transaction ID : SB23.7543

– 2500.00

– 1966.96
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SCHEDULE B  (FEC Form 3X)
ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS

, , .
 ▲ ▲ ▲, , .SUBTOTAL ..................................................................

TOTAL ............................................................... ▼
▼

Schedule B (Form 3X) Rev. 05/2016

A.

B.

C.

▼

▼

M M / D D / Y Y Y Y

M M / D D / Y Y Y Y

M M / D D / Y Y Y Y

 ▲ ▲ ▲, , .

 ▲ ▲ ▲, , .

 ▲ ▲ ▲, , .

Image# 202307279584071605

69 70

✘

WOMEN FOR AMERICAN VALUES AND ETHICS POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE (A/K/A WAVE PAC)

MARK KELLY FOR SENATE

PO BOX 27202 06 30 2023

TUCSON AZ 85726

Lost check (previously reported 2022 Post-General Report)
C00696526

011
Transaction ID : SB23.7542

KELLY, MARK, , ,
– 2000.00

✘

2022

✘
AZ 00 Recount

Panini Grill Online Catering

1900 Port Carlow Pl 02 16 2023

Newport Beach CA 92660

Food for Joanna Weiss for Congress launch party (in-kind contribution)
H4CA47119

007
Transaction ID : SB23.7023

WEISS, JOANNA, , ,
✘ 2024 345.12

✘

CA 47

Panini Grill Online Catering

1900 Port Carlow Pl 02 16 2023

Newport Beach CA 92660

Food for Joanna Weiss for Congress launch party (in-kind contribution)
H4CA47119

007 Transaction ID : SB23.7025

WEISS, JOANNA, , ,
✘

79.782024

✘

CA 47

– 1575.10

5457.94
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SCHEDULE B  (FEC Form 3X)
ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS

, , .
 ▲ ▲ ▲, , .SUBTOTAL ..................................................................

TOTAL ............................................................... ▼
▼

Schedule B (Form 3X) Rev. 05/2016

A.

B.

C.

▼

▼

M M / D D / Y Y Y Y

M M / D D / Y Y Y Y

M M / D D / Y Y Y Y

 ▲ ▲ ▲, , .

 ▲ ▲ ▲, , .

 ▲ ▲ ▲, , .

Image# 202307279584071604

68 70

✘

WOMEN FOR AMERICAN VALUES AND ETHICS POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE (A/K/A WAVE PAC)

JOANNA WEISS FOR CONGRESS

1787 TRIBUTE ROAD, SUITE K 02 09 2023

SACRAMENTO CA 95815

WAVE PAC's email list (in-kind contribution)
C00832584

006
Transaction ID : SB23.7034

WEISS, JOANNA, , ,
250.00✘ 2024

✘

✘
CA 47

JOANNA WEISS FOR CONGRESS

1787 TRIBUTE ROAD, SUITE K 03 30 2023

SACRAMENTO CA 95815

Contribution
C00832584

011
Transaction ID : SB23.7021

WEISS, JOANNA, , ,
✘ 2024 4000.00

✘

CA 47

JOANNA WEISS FOR CONGRESS

1787 TRIBUTE ROAD, SUITE K 03 30 2023

SACRAMENTO CA 95815

Contribution
C00832584

011 Transaction ID : SB23.7022

WEISS, JOANNA, , ,
✘

5000.002024
✘

CA 47

9000.00
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