
 
 
    FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
       WASHINGTON, D.C. 

  

December 6, 2024 

Via Email & UPS 
angela.mcardle@lp.org 
 
Angela McArdle  
Libertarian National Party Chair  
7200 Thannas Way  
Austin, TX 78744  

        RE: MUR 8130 
         Angela Canny Thornton, et al. 
 
Dear Ms. McArdle: 
 
  This is in reference to the complaint and supplemental complaint you filed with the 
Federal Election Commission on April 19 and May 25, 2023, respectively.  Upon further review 
of the allegations contained in the complaint and supplemental complaint, and information 
supplied by the respondents, the Commission, on November 6, 2024, voted to dismiss this 
matter effective December 6, 2024.  A copy of the General Counsel’s Report, which more fully 
explains the Commission’s decision, is enclosed for your information. 
 

Documents related to the case will be placed on the public record today.  See Disclosure 
of Certain Documents in Enforcement and Other Matters, 81 Fed. Reg. 50,702 (Aug. 2, 2016). 
The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, allows a complainant to seek judicial 
review of the Commission’s dismissal of this action within 60 days of the dismissal, which 
became effective today.  See 52 U.S.C. § 30109(a)(8).  

 
If you have any questions, please contact Christine C. Gallagher, the attorney assigned 

to this matter, at (202) 694-1505 or cgallagher@fec.gov. 
 

Sincerely, 
Lisa J. Stevenson 
Acting General Counsel 
 
 
 
 

BY: Wanda D. Brown 
General Counsel 

 
Enclosure: 
General Counsel’s Report 
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 The Response denies the allegations and states that both Thornton and Brungardt have 1 

legitimate claims as officers of the State Party Committee, asserting that they were duly elected 2 

during the July 2022 candidate nominating convention, at which time Thornton was elected as 3 

treasurer and Brungardt as Chair.5  According to its disclosure reports, the State Party Committee 4 

received $8,000 in contributions during the 2022 election cycle and $6,907.42 so far during the 5 

2024 election cycle.6   6 

 Based on its experience and expertise, the Commission has established an Enforcement 7 

Priority System using formal, pre-determined scoring criteria to allocate agency resources and 8 

assess whether particular matters warrant further administrative enforcement proceedings.  These 9 

criteria include:  (1) the gravity of the alleged violation, considering both the type of activity and 10 

the amount in violation; (2) the apparent impact the alleged violation may have had on the 11 

electoral process; (3) the complexity of the legal issues raised in the matter; and (4) recent trends 12 

in potential violations and other developments in the law.  This matter is rated as low priority for 13 

Commission action after application of these pre-established criteria.  Given that low rating and 14 

the apparent low dollar amount at issue, we recommend that the Commission dismiss the 15 

complaint consistent with the Commission’s prosecutorial discretion to determine the proper 16 

ordering of its priorities and use of agency resources.7  We also recommend that the Commission 17 

 
5  Resp. at 2-3.  
6  Libertarian Party of Michigan Executive Committee, Inc., FEC Summary Data, 
https://www.fec.gov/data/committee/C00403907/?tab=summary&cycle=2022#total-raised (2022 election cycle); 
FEC Summary Data, https://www.fec.gov/data/committee/C00403907/?tab=summary&cycle=2024#total-raised 
(2004 election cycle). 
7  Heckler v. Chaney, 470 U.S. 821, 831-32 (1985).  Allegations involving fraudulent misrepresentation are 
often activated for further analysis in line with Commission priorities.  Here, the Complaint does not allege conduct by 
a third-party to deceive contributors but rather an internal governance dispute that is currently being litigated in state 
and federal court.  See Comerica Bank v. Libertarian Party of Mich. Exec. Comm., Inc., et al., No. 23-000557 (Mich. 
Washtenaw County Cir. Ct. 2023); see also Libertarian Nat’l Comm., Inc., v. Michael J. Saliba, et al., No. 23-11074 
(E.D. Mich. 2023), aff’d in part, vacated in part, No. 23-1856 (6th Cir. 2024).  Under these circumstances, including 
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close the file as to all Respondents effective 30 days after the date the certification of this vote is 1 

signed (or on the next business day after the 30th day, if the 30th day falls on a weekend or 2 

holiday) and send the appropriate letters. 3 

Lisa J. Stevenson 4 
Acting General Counsel 5 

6 
7 

_______________ BY: ____________________________ 8 
Date Claudio J. Pavia 9 

Deputy Associate General Counsel 10 
11 
12 

______________________________ 13 
Wanda D. Brown 14 
Assistant General Counsel 15 

16 
17 
18 

______________________________ 19 
Christine C. Gallagher 20 
Attorney 21 

the minimal amount in violation, we recommend that the Commission dismiss this Complaint via the Enforcement 
Priority System process. 

October 25, 2024
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