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May 25, 2023

Federal Election Commission
Attn: Wanda D. Brown, Acting Assistant General Counsel
Complaints Examination & Legal Administration

Via email: cela@fec.gov

Re: Supplement to FEC Complaint MUR 8130

Ms. Brown:

This letter serves as a supplement to the complaint (assigned case number MUR 8130) I filed on behalf 
of the national Libertarian Party (NLP) on April 18, 2023 (acknowledged April 26, 2023) regarding false 
filings by Angela Thornton who is alleging to be the treasurer of the NLP's recognized state affiliate in 
Michigan.

On or about May 1, 2023, Ms. Thornton made public comments revealing the content of her response to 
the FEC regarding the NLP’s FEC complaint. Among other things, Ms. Thornton alleges the NLP’s 
complaint is invalid because it does not contain any allegations re: funds for federal election campaigns 
(yet).  Ms. Thornton’s assertions are erroneous and misleading.  Our recognized Michigan state affiliate 
will soon be nominating candidates for Federal offices and then ultimately for President and Vice-
President for which Federal funds will be raised. We fully anticipate Ms. Thornton’s imposter affiliate 
will do the same. In 2022, LPM ran nine (9) candidates for federal office, including Mike Saliba, who has 
aligned himself with Ms. Thornton’s imposter affiliate. We anticipate that Ms. Thornton’s group will 
attempt to run candidates using our duly recognized affiliate’s name and FEC designation, as they have 
openly admitted their intention to do so.

Furthermore, a financial filing deadline is approaching in July, and Ms. Thornton and her group have 
made it clear they intend to file FEC paperwork at that time, continuing this farce.  The forms filed by 
Mr. Thornton clearly state that filing false information on that particular form is a potential violation of 
Federal law despite not containing contribution disclosures as follows:

“NOTE: Submission of false, erroneous, or incomplete information may subject the person signing this 
Statement to the penalties of 52 U.S.C. §30109.”

The submitted changes to the identity of the treasurer and website as well as the claim to be the 
Michigan state committee of the NLP were absolutely false and known to be so by Ms. Thornton via 
several cease and desist letters submitted with my original complaint.

Ms. Thornton further alleges that the NLP has wrongly recognized a different state committee.  I 
respectfully submit that the bylaws of the NLP grant this authority to the Libertarian National 
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Committee, and Ms. Thornton and the rest of her purported committee failed to appeal this decision to 
the NLP's Judicial Committee as provided for under our bylaws despite being fully aware of their rights 
to do so.  Alleged internal political disputes are not relevant to whether or not the FEC can recognize Ms. 
Thornton's organization as the NLP's state committee since the NLP has denied such recognition and 
instead recognizes the state committee which is presently chaired by Mr. Andrew Chadderdon.  Ms. 
Thornton and her organization are wrongfully using the name of our recognized state committee. 

As noted previously, per FEC Advisory Opinion 2016-17, "The determination as to whether a state party 
organization qualifies as a state committee of a national political party turns on three elements: (1) the 
national party with which the state party organization is affiliated must itself be a “political party;” (2) 
the state party organization must be part of the official structure of the national party; and (3) the state 
party organization must be responsible for the day-to-day operation of the national party at the state 
level."  Ms. Thornton's organization and her claims fail the second element, and she knew this fact. 

Thank you for your consideration on this clarification of the substance of our complaint. 

Very truly yours, 

 

Angela McArdle, Chair 

Libertarian National Committee 
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