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ever put into use.”1  CREW’s Complaint omits this detail.  In addition, Senate Leadership Fund 
is not referenced in any way in this flowchart. 

 
Senate Leadership Fund received a contribution from Florida Promise Inc. on December 

8, 2020, after the alleged “ghost candidate” elections in Florida took place.  This contribution 
was reported on Senate Leadership Fund’s 2020 Year End Report.  A representative of Senate 
Leadership Fund spoke with a representative of Florida Promise, who completed a donor 
information form.  After verifying the information provided, Senate Leadership Fund’s 
representatives had no reason to think that the donation was from anyone other than Florida 
Promise. 

 
Senate Leadership Fund has no knowledge of the alleged scheme CREW describes in its 

Complaint.  Senate Leadership Fund is a federal political committee that has never engaged in a 
state-level election.  CREW’s allegations regarding Senate Leadership Fund are a conspiracy 
theory, not a statement of established fact.  CREW presents no evidence suggesting that Senate 
Leadership Fund had any knowledge of the scheme CREW alleges or that Senate Leadership 
Fund had any reason to doubt the “true source” of the contribution it received from Florida 
Promise, Inc.  Accordingly, the Complaint should be dismissed with respect to Senate 
Leadership Fund. 
 
      Sincerely, 

       
      Thomas J. Josefiak 
      Michael Bayes 
      Counsel to Senate Leadership Fund 
 
 

 
1 Jayson Garcia and Annie Martin, Florida’s dark money playbook: How ‘ghost’ candidate scheme revealed 
secretive political tactics, Orlando Sentinel, Dec. 30, 2021, https://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/os-ne-dark-
money-ghost-candidates-tactics-20211230-7zelkoadffclde3z76ax3cgx3m-htmlstory.html; see also Jayson Garcia 
and Annie Martin, Operative pitched secretive political spending plan to FPL exec’s email alias, records reveal, 
Orlando Sentinel, Dec. 17, 2021, https://www.orlandosentinel.com/politics/os-ne-florida-power-and-light-matrix-
dark-money-20211217-v64274eytjeb5hnstdognvqds4-story.html (“Reuter also said FPL found no evidence the 
company used Matrix’s proposed funding structure in 2020.”).  
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