
July 3, 2022

BY EMAIL 

Lisa J. Stevenson, Acting General Counsel
General Counsel’s Office
Federal Election Commission
1050 First Street, NE
Washington, DC 20463
cela@fec.gov

Re: MUR 8016

Dear Ms. Stevenson:

The International Allied Printing Trades Association (hereinafter “IAPTA”) was 
incorrectly named in the above-referenced matter.  

IAPTA is an unincorporated association having its principal offices in Washington, DC.
  IAPTA is operated by two trade 

unions, the Printing, Publishing and Media Workers Sector/Communications Workers of America 
(hereinafter “PPM/CWA”) and the Graphic Communications Conference of the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters (hereinafter “GCC/IBT”) for the purpose of having an association to 
jointly own and license the Allied Printing Trades Union Label (hereinafter “Allied Label”).

IAPTA is the owner of the Allied Label trademark, and it has been used by IAPTA since 
1911, to identify goods produced and services rendered by IAPTA’s union members employed by 
such persons and firms licensed and authorized by IAPTA to use the Allied Label, under working 
conditions approved by IAPTA, to distinguish such goods and services from goods produced by 
and services rendered by others who do not employ IAPTA’s union members or under conditions 
not approved by the IAPTA.   The Allied Label is colloquially referred to the 
“union bug.” 

Union labels or union bugs, such as the Allied Label, signify that the good which bears 
the label has been produced entirely by members of a trade union, working under terms and 
conditions negotiated between their union and their employer and embodied in a collective 
bargaining agreement.   Many political candidates specifically request a bona 
fide union label be affixed on their campaign literature to ensure that the product was printed in 
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its entirety by members of a labor union and to project to the public that they support labor 
unions or that their campaign materials were printed by a labor union.  

 
 IAPTA authorizes and assigns printing establishments the use of the Allied Label when 

they have signed an IAPTA License and agree to abide by its terms.  The 
License, which is signed by a company and IAPTA, sets forth the terms of use of the Allied 
Printing Trades Union Label and assigns to the company an Allied Label and Label Number 
which is to appear on all printed goods produced by that company under conditions in 
conformity with the IAPTA License. Id.  A copy of an IAPTA License is attached to the Nobles 
Dec. 

 
Thus, the employees at a print shop organize into one of the labor unions that belongs to 

IAPTA.  The print shop and the labor union enter into a collective bargaining 
agreement that covers the terms and conditions of employment for the employees. Id.  The print 
shop asks for a union bug. Id.  The print shop and IAPTA enter into a License. Id.  IAPTA 
provides the print shop with the Allied Label. Id.  A customer enters the print shop and places an 
order for printed campaign material. Id.  The customer tells the print shop that it wants the union 
bug printed on the campaign materials. Id.  The print shop prints the campaign material and 
affixes the Allied Label to it. Id.  The customer pays the print shop for the campaign material. Id. 

 
As the complainant indicated in his complaint, the campaign material at issue had the 

Allied Label affixed to it stating, “Allied Printing Trade Council, Union Label, Washington.”  
But, all this means is that the campaign material was printed by union labor at a print shop that 
has a License with IAPTA.   It does not mean that IAPTA paid for, 
authorized, sponsored or contributed to the campaign material or to the production of the 
material or paid or contributed anything to the candidate who is identified in the campaign 
material. Id.  This is because IAPTA did not pay for, authorize, sponsor or contribute to the 
campaign material at issue or to the production of the campaign material at issue or pay or 
contribute anything to the candidate who is identified in the campaign material at issue. Nobles 

  
 
As IAPTA did not pay for, contribute towards or sponsor the communication at issue or 

the candidate identified in the communication at issue, IAPTA did not have any obligation to 
place a disclaimer on the campaign material.  As IAPTA did not have any 
obligation to place a disclaimer on the campaign material, IAPTA did not violate the Federal 

 
 
IAPTA does not know who paid for the campaign material at issue.  

The print shop that printed the campaign material at issue might know who paid for the 
campaign material. Id.  IAPTA does not know which print shop printed the campaign material. 

 There is an allegation in the complaint that Mt. Vernon Printing printed the 
campaign material at issue.  IAPTA has issued a License to Mt. Vernon Printing. Id.  Thus, Mt. 
Vernon Printing is licensed to affix the IAPTA Allied Label to printed material as requested by 
its customers and paid for by them. Id.  The FEC should ask Mt. Vernon Printing who paid for 
the campaign material or the candidate himself.  
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As IAPTA did not pay for the campaign material or contribute to the candidate’s 
campaign and the presence of the Allied Label only signifies that the campaign material was
printed by union members employed by a printing company, IAPTA had no legal obligation to 
place a disclaimer on the campaign material and did not violate the Act.   

Please contact me if you have any questions or need additional information.  We look 
forward to a quick determination that no action should be taken against IAPTA.  Thank you for 
your consideration of this matter. 

Sincerely, 

MOONEY, GREEN, SAINDON 
MURPHY & WELCH, P.C.

By:___________________________ 
Peter J. Leff

cc: Steven Delanni, IAPTA President
 Steven Nobles, IAPTA Secretary-Treasurer
  

__________________
Peter J Leff
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
 

 
Case No. MUR 8016 

  
   
     

DECLARATION OF STEVEN NOBLES 

I, Steven Nobles, in lieu of an affidavit as permitted by 28 U.S.C. Section 1746, declare as 

follows: 

1. I am the Secretary-Treasurer of the International Allied Printing Trades Association 

(hereinafter “IAPTA”).   

2. IAPTA is an unincorporated association having its principal offices in Washington, DC. 

3. IAPTA is operated by two trade unions, the Printing, Publishing and Media Workers 

Sector/Communications Workers of America (hereinafter “PPM/CWA”) and the Graphic 

Communications Conference of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters (hereinafter 

“GCC/IBT”) for the purpose of having an association to jointly own and license the Allied 

Printing Trades Union Label (hereinafter “Allied Label”). 

4. IAPTA is the owner of the Allied Label trademark, and it has been used by IAPTA since 

1911, to identify goods produced and services rendered by IAPTA’s union members 

employed by such persons and firms licensed and authorized by IAPTA to use the Allied 

Label, under working conditions approved by IAPTA, to distinguish such goods and 

services from goods produced by and services rendered by others who do not employ 

IAPTA’s union members or under conditions not approved by the IAPTA.   

5. The Allied Label is colloquially referred to the “union bug.”  

6. Union labels or union bugs, such as the Allied Label, signify that the good which bears the 

label has been produced entirely by members of a trade union, working under terms and 
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conditions negotiated between their union and their employer and embodied in a collective 

bargaining agreement.   

7. Many political candidates specifically request a bona fide union label be affixed on their 

campaign literature to ensure that the product was printed in its entirety by members of a 

labor union and to project to the public that they support labor unions or that their campaign 

materials were printed by a labor union.  

8.  IAPTA authorizes and assigns printing establishments the use of the Allied Label when 

they have signed an IAPTA License and agree to abide by its terms.  The License, which 

is signed by a company and IAPTA, sets forth the terms of use of the Allied Printing Trades 

Union Label and assigns to the company an Allied Label and Label Number which is to 

appear on all printed goods produced by that company under conditions in conformity with 

the IAPTA License.  A copy of an IAPTA License is attached hereto. 

9. When the employees at a print shop organize into one of the labor unions that belongs to 

IAPTA and the print shop and the labor union enter into a collective bargaining agreement 

that covers the terms and conditions of employment for the employees and the print shop 

asks for a union bug and the print shop and IAPTA enter into a License, IAPTA provides 

the print shop with the Allied Label.  When a customer enters the print shop and places an 

order for printed campaign material and the customer tells the print shop that it wants the 

union bug printed on the campaign materials, the print shop will print the campaign 

material and affix the Allied Label to it, and then the customer pays the print shop for the 

campaign material. 

10. The campaign material at issue had the Allied Label affixed to it stating, “Allied Printing 

Trade Council, Union Label, Washington.”  All this means is that the campaign material 
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was printed by union labor at a print shop that has a License with IAPTA.  It does not mean 

that IAPTA paid for, authorized, sponsored or contributed to the campaign material or to 

the production of the material or paid or contributed anything to the candidate who is 

identified in the campaign material.   

11. IAPTA did not pay for, authorize, sponsor or contribute to the campaign material at issue

or to the production of the campaign material at issue or pay or contribute anything to the

candidate who is identified in the campaign material at issue.

12. IAPTA did not place a disclaimer on the campaign material at issue, because IAPTA did

not pay for, contribute towards or sponsor the communication.

13. IAPTA does not know who paid for the campaign material at issue.  The print shop that

printed the campaign material at issue might know who paid for the campaign material.

14. IAPTA does not know which print shop printed the campaign material.  There is an

allegation in the complaint that Mt. Vernon Printing printed the campaign material at issue.

IAPTA has issued a License to Mt. Vernon Printing.  Mt. Vernon Printing is licensed to

affix the IAPTA Allied Label to printed material as requested by its customers and paid for

by them.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States that the foregoing is 

true and correct.   

Executed on July 3, 2022. 

.    

Steven Nobles 
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