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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC

MEMORANDUM
TO: The Commission

FROM: Lisa J. Stevenson
Acting General Counsel

Claudio J. Pavia
Deputy Associate General Counsel for Enforcement

BY: Aaron Rabmowitz 4 /4
Assistant General Counsel

Pam Keller /@ /{

Attorney
DATE: February 19, 2025

SUBJECT: MUR 8002 (Tread Standard, LLC, et al.) Pre-Probable Cause Conciliation

On February 27, 2024, the Commission found reason to believe that Tread Standard,
LLC, (“Tread Standard”) violated 11 C.F.R. § 110.1(g)(5) by failing to provide attribution
information.! The Commission also found reason to believe that South Florida Residents First
and Paul Kilgore in his official capacity as treasurer (“South Florida™) and 34N22, Inc. and
Charles Gantt in his official capacity as treasurer (“34N227) violated 52 U.S.C. § 30104(b) and
11 C.F.R. § 110.1(g)(4) by failing to report attribution information.”> The Commission
authorized the Office of General Counsel to engage in pre-probable cause conciliation with the
Respondents and directed it to draft conciliation agreements.> On January 14, 2025, the
Commission voted to approve agreements.*

As explained below, we recommend that the Commission approve signed conciliation
agreements with Tread Standard and South Florida and take no further action as to 34N22.

1 Am. Cert, § 3.a (Mar. 13, 2024).
I1d.92.a,b.

S Id. 9 3.c; Cert. (Mar. 8, 2024).

4 Cert. 2 (Jan. 16, 2025).
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conciliation agreement is attached.” We recommend that the Commission accept the agreement
with Tread Standard.

15
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34N22 submitted information demonstrating that it made a request for attribution
information from Tread Standard that appears to satisfy the best-efforts defense.® Specifically, it
appears that 34N22’s treasurer sent a letter shortly after receiving Tread Standard’s contribution
requesting that it identify to whom its contribution should be attributed depending on its tax
status and provide full identifying information for those individuals.® 34N22 represents that
Tread Standard did not reply to this letter until after receiving the Complaint in this matter.'°
Based on this information, it appears that 34N22 used best efforts to obtain the missing
contributor information.!' In fact, 34N22’s letter is very similar to the Sample Donor Response
Form recently approved by the Commission.'? Given that this additional information indicates
that 34N22 exercised best efforts and thus that its reporting shall be considered in compliance
with the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, we recommend that the
Commission take no further action as to 34N22.

5 Attach. 1.

6 Attach. 2.

I

§ 11 C.F.R. § 104.7(b) (providing that the best efforts defense is satisfied if the treasurer makes at least one

written or oral request to obtain missing contributor information within 30 days of receiving the contribution. The
request must ask for the contributor’s full name, mailing address, occupation and name of employer, and include an
accurate statement of federal law regarding the collection and reporting of individual contributor identifications).
34N22 contacted Tread Standard within 30 days of receiving the contribution, asked for all necessary identifying
information, and statement of federal law. Attach. 599 3-5 (Decl. of Charles Gantt).

° Attach. 4 at 1 (Letter from Kory Langhofer. counsel for 34N22, to Pamela Keller, counsel for FEC) (Feb. 7,
2025): Attach. 5 91 3-5.
10 Attach. 4 at 1; Attach. 5 99 6-9.
1 52 U.S.C. § 30102(i); 11 C.F.R. § 104.7(a).
B See FEC Memorandum re: Sample Donor Response Form for Contribution by LLCs (Nov. 14, 2024),

https://www.fec.gov/resources/cms-content/documents/mtgdoc-24-53-A pdf.




MUR800200123

MUR 8002 (Tread Standard, LLC, et al.)
Memorandum to Commission
Page 3 of 3

In conclusion, we recommend that the Commission accept the signed conciliation
agreements with Tread Standard and South Florida, take no further action as to 34N22, and close
3 thefile.

N —

4 RECOMMENDATIONS:

5 1. Accept the attached conciliation agreement with Tread Standard, LLC;
6 2. Accept the attached conciliation agreement with South Florida Residents First and
7 Paul Kilgore in his official capacity as treasurer;
8 3 Take no further action with respect to 34N22, Inc., and Charles Gantt in his
9 official capacity as treasurer;
10 4. Approve the appropriate letters; and
11 5. Close the file effective 30 days from the date the certification of this vote is
12 signed (or on the next business day after the 30th day, if the 30th day falls on a

13 weekend or holiday).






