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June 27, 2022 

 

Roy Luckett, Esq.  

Assistant General Counsel 

Complaints Examination & Legal Administration 

Federal Election Commission 

1050 First Street NE  

Washington, DC 20463 

 

VIA E-MAIL: cela@fec.gov 

 

Re: MUR 8002 Response from South Florida Residents First  

 

 We represent South Florida Residents First (“SFRF”) and Paul Kilgore, in his official 

capacity as Treasurer, (collectively “the Respondents”) in response to a complaint alleging that 

Tread Standard LLC, an organization that was allegedly created as a “straw donor for political 

contributions,” illegally made a $25,000 contribution to SFRF in order to hide the true source (or 

sources) of funding for the contribution at issue.  As it applies to the Respondents, this matter 

should be dismissed for multiple reasons.   

 

First, the Complainant never alleges Respondents violated the Federal Election Campaign 

Act of 1971, as amended (“FECA”) or Commission regulations.  In fact, the Complainant does 

not even list them as Respondents.1  If the Complainant believed that SFRF could have violated 

FECA or Commission regulations, the Complainant would have gleefully listed them as a 

Respondent in this matter.2  

 

 Second, FECA, as applied to receiving committees, only prohibits knowingly accepting a 

contribution in the name of another.3  Even if you presume for the sake of argument that 

                                            
1  We have previously expressed concern with regards to the Commission’s practice of unilaterally adding 

Respondents to enforcement matters, simply because they are mentioned in a complaint. MUR 7844 (Kirby-Smith 

Machinery), Response for Restore Oklahoma (Nov. 20, 2020).  This practice is problematic, as organizations have to 

waste resources to file responses to these enforcement matter, despite there being no allegation of wrongdoing by 

the Complainant.   
2  Campaign Legal Center (“CLC”), the Complainant in this matter, is well known for filing countless 

complaints against Republican organizations.  They also known for their desperate attempts to find Republican 

political committees in violation of the FECA and Commission regulations by using novel and far-fetched legal 

theories to do so.  The fact that CLC deliberate chose to not include Respondents, or any other recipient committee, 

as a Respondent in this matter speaks volumes.   
3  52 U.S.C. § 30122.  

DICKINSON~RJ.GHTPLLC 

MUR800200043



  

2 

 

   

Complainant’s allegations are correct, Respondents did not know, nor would they have any 

reason to know, that Tread Standard LLC was acting as an alleged “straw donor” when it made a 

contribution to SFRF.   Most notably, the Complainant does not even allege, much less provide 

any evidence to show, that SFRF knowingly accepted a contribution in the name of another.  

Without such evidence, there are no grounds to find that Respondents violated FECA or 

Commission regulations. 

 

It is unfortunate that the Respondents had to file a response in this matter, despite there 

being no allegation, (much less supporting evidence) that Respondents violated FECA or 

Commission regulations.  Fortunately, this matter is easy for the Commission to resolve.  The 

Commission should find no reason to believe against the Respondents and close the file.  

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

        

       Charlie Spies  

       Katie Reynolds 

       Counsel to Respondents  
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