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Jorge Fernandez
Address:

Fort Wayne, IN 46819
Phone:

9/2/2021

Federal Election Commission
1050 First Street, NE
Washington, DC 20463

Dear FEC,

This complaint is against Jim Banks for Congress campaign committee. Based on latest campaign finance
documents | could find online, it appears that Rep Jim Banks campaign committee received excessive
contributions from Thomas Kelley under the names Thomas Kelley and Tom Kelly, which based on
address and descriptions as the owner of Kelley Auto seem to be same person.

It appears to me Jim Banks for Congress received $10,000 from Kelley Auto LLC via his Joint Fundraising
PAC w/ NRCC called Banks Victory Fund; as of the last set of reports the campaign appears to have
disbursed the entire amount from “Banks Victory Fund” since that time, except about $4,000, from his
Joint Fundraising PAC to his Candidate PAC (“Jim Banks for Congress”) and Leadership PAC (“House
Conservatives Fund”). Four memo items seemed to indicate that there were four allocations of $2900
disbursed from Tom Kelly and Kelley Auto to the committee with half for 2022 primary election and half
for 2022 general election, but state records seemed to indicate that Kelley Auto is a sole proprietorship
belonging to Thomas Kelley. It seems to me while this seeming excessive contribution could have been
redesignated from the Jim Banks for Congress to Banks Victory Fund within 60 days, this did not seem to
happen. The terms of any “Banks Victory Fund” agreements might also be relevant to investigate here.
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It appears to me that after the dates listed for those contributions, Thomas Kelley whose occupatior:
appears to be listed as President of Kelley Automotive Group gave $2500 individually to Jim Banks for
Congress (Tom Kelly whose occupation was listed as Owner of Kelly Automotive Group was listed for the
attribution of other contributions it appears to me). However, in addition to state business records and
address of 633 Avenue of the Autos Fort Wayne, IN, an online search | did of older documents of
campaign donations filed with FEC seem to have a Thomas Kelley whose occupation was owner of Kelley
Automotive Group at that same address, further pointing to them being the same person, and this
$2500 contribution being a donation in excess on top of a donation made to Banks Victory Fund, which
seems to me was already excessive assuming that Thomas Kelley was a sole proprietorship at the time.

Signed below by:
lorge Fernandez
Address:

Fort Wayne, IN 46819

W T .5 202 .

Signature d,/f/ Data signed (MM/DD/YY) _ Telephone (Day) Telephona (Fvenmg)

- ) Commission Number: NP0723280
i gmmission Expires: 10/28/2027
counrvor A llen stareor_lndiona _4F Residitin Allen County, N

Subscribed and swomn to hefore me this 3 day of Sf?;lﬂm b:&E "
MNotary Public or Qaper Official Adighigiering Qath accerding to IC 33-42-9

My Commission expires (applies only to Notary Public): ﬂlw ZQZ‘? County of Residence: A ’ /-8 n
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Seemingly relevant FEC-related materials:
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3. Contributions which on their face exceed the contribution limitations set forth in 11 CFR 110.1 & or

5

110.2 &, and contributions which do nol appear 1o be excessive on their face, but which exceed the
contribution limits set torth in 11 CFR 110.1 & or 110.2 when aggregated with other contributions trom
the same contributor, and contributions which cannot be accepted under the net debts outstanding
provisions of 11 CFR 110.1{b)(3) B and 110.2{b}{3) o may be either deposited into a campaign
depository under 11 CFR 103.3(a) or returned to the contributor, It any such contribution is deposited,
the treasurer may request redesignation or reattribution of the contribution by the contributor in
accordance with 11 CFR 110.1{0h) o, 110.10k) e or 110.2(h) oF, as appropriate. [t a redesignation or
reattribution is not obtained, the treasurer shall, within sixty davs of the treasurer's veceipt of the
contribution, refund the contribution to the contributor,

Any contribution which appears to be illegal vider 11 CFR 103.3(b) (1) or (3), and which is deposited
intoe a campaign depository shall not be used for any disbursements by the political commirtee unil the
contriburion has been determined to be legal, The political compittee must either establish a separaite
account in a campaign depository for such contributions or maintain sufficient funds to make all such
refunds.

It a contribution which appears to be illegal under 11 CFR 103.3(b} (1) or (3} is deposited in a campaign
depository, the treasurer shall make and retain a written record noting the basis for the appearance of
illegality. A statement noting that the legality of the contribution is in question shall be included in the
report noting the receipt of the contribution, It a contribution is refunded to the contributor becaunse it
cannot be determined to be legal, the treasurer shall note the retund on the report covering the
reporting period in which the refund is made.





