
 

 

Direct Phone: 202.298.1793 
brad.deutsch@foster.com 

  

May 7, 2021 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Lisa Stevenson 
Acting General Counsel 
Federal Election Commission 
1050 First Street, NE 
Washington, DC  20463 

 

 

Re: MUR 7893 – Response to Complaint 

Dear Ms. Stevenson: 

I write on behalf of my client William Wachtel in response to the complaint filed in the above-
referenced matter (the “Complaint”).1 

 
Despite the Complaint’s sweeping speculation, there is no reason to believe that Mr. Wachtel 

made a contribution in the name of another in violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, 
as amended (“FECA” or the “Act”).2  The Complaint, which was filed by a disgruntled former 
employee,3 does not describe a single instance where Mr. Wachtel either advanced funds or reimbursed 
anyone for making a contribution.4   
                                                 
1 This response is filed timely pursuant to an extension granted by Commission staff.  Because the Complaint does not 
contain any allegations against Mr. Wachtel’s law firm, Wachtel Misry LLP, the firm will not be filing a separate response.  
2 Mere speculation, without more, does not provide a basis for the Commission to make a reason to believe finding.  See 
Statement of Reasons of Comm’rs Mason, Sandstrom, Smith & Thomas at 3, MUR 4960 (Hillary Rodham Clinton for US 
Senate Exploration Committee, Inc.) (“[P]urely speculative charges, especially when accompanied by a direct refutation, do 
not form an adequate basis to find reason to believe that a violation of FECA has occurred.”). 
3 The complainant, Theodore Mukamal, voluntarily left Mr. Wachtel’s law firm to “run” for President.  See 
https://docquery.fec.gov/pdf/058/202005209232825058/202005209232825058.pdf (filed FEC statement of Candidacy) and 
https://docquery.fec.gov/pdf/966/202005209232824966/202005209232824966.pdf (filed FEC Statement of Organization).  
He is currently an “artist and activist” who appears as a Donald Trump impersonator under the alias “Tootsie Warhol.”  See 
https://www.tootsiewarhol.com/artist-cv.  See also https://www.linkedin.com/in/theodoremukamal/; 
https://queenseagle.com/all/ex-prosecutor-runs-anti-trump-campaign-to-make-america-smart-again.    
4 It is all the more remarkable that the Complaint is devoid of any factual allegations given that while the complainant served 
as Mr. Wachtel’s Chief of Staff from January 2016 until November 2019, the complainant had unfettered access to Mr. 
Wachtel’s emails and, in his words, would be present for “the majority of [Mr. Wachtel’s] calls and meetings.”  
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