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April 27, 2021 

VIA E-MAIL (CELA@fec.gov) 

Jeff S. Jordan 
Assistant General Counsel  
Complaints Examination and Legal 
Administration 
Attn: Kathryn Ross, Paralegal 
1050 First Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20463 

Re: MUR 7889 SIG SAUER, Inc.  

Dear Mr. Jordan: 

On behalf of SIG SAUER, Inc. (“SIG SAUER”), the undersigned counsel hereby 
responds to the Complaint filed with the Federal Election Commission (“FEC” or 
“Commission”) on March 17, 2021 by the Campaign Legal Center (“Complainant”) alleging 
violations of campaign finance law by SIG SAUER.  SIG SAUER takes its responsibilities under 
the Federal Election Campaign Act very seriously and appreciates the opportunity to respond to 
the allegations raised in the Complaint.  We respectfully request its expeditious dismissal.   

SIG SAUER is headquartered in Newington, NH and employs over 2,200 employees.  
While SIG SAUER is honored to serve as a partner to the U.S. military and law enforcement 
agencies nationwide providing equipment, supplies and training, the company also has a strong 
commercial market and derives the majority of its revenues from its commercial customers.   

The Complainant asserts that SIG SAUER’s contribution to the Gun Owners Action Fund 
(“GOAF”) on December 31, 2020 violated the prohibition on contributions from federal 
contractors because SIG SAUER was a federal government contractor at the time of the 
contribution.  We do not contest our status as a federal government contractor, however the 
contribution to GOAF was made with the understanding that SIG SAUER was legally permitted 
to make such a contribution.  As a relatively new entrant in the campaign finance world, SIG 
SAUER was not aware that such a prohibition existed with respect to independent expenditure 
committees and relied on GOAF’s “team of seasoned professionals.”1  Had GOAF informed SIG 

                                                 
1 See Exhibit A, Email communication dated December 29, 2020.   

MUR788900018

kross
Received



 

 
Jeff Jordan 
April 27, 2021 
Page 2 
 

 

SAUER that government contractors were prohibited from making a contribution, or if the 
solicitation or any of the materials given to SIG SAUER contained appropriate disclaimers that 
government contractors were prohibited from contributing, SIG SAUER would not have made 
the contribution.  In fact, upon learning that the contribution may have violated federal law, SIG 
SAUER immediately contacted GOAF and communicated with its outside counsel to request a 
refund of the contribution.2  In addition, SIG SAUER implemented additional compliance 
procedures to ensure that it does not inadvertently violate the government contractor prohibitions 
in the future.   

Given that SIG SAUER did not intend to violate federal law, is a novice in making 
political expenditures, and took prompt action to remediate the violation, SIG SAUER 
respectfully requests that the Commission take no further action and close the file.  In the 
alternative, SIG SAUER requests the opportunity to enter into pre-probable cause conciliation to 
expeditiously resolve this matter.    

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Melissa L. Laurenza 
Partner 

                                                 
2 GOAF refunded the contribution on April 23, 2021.   
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