
 

 

January 27, 2021 
 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
 
Mr. Jeff S. Jordan, Esq. 
Office of Complaints Examination and Legal Administration 
Federal Election Commission 
1050 First Street, NE 
Washington, District of Columbia 20463 
 
Attn: Christal Dennis, Paralegal 
 
 
MUR 7861:  Response of American Jobs and Growth PAC – Thomas Norris, Treasurer 
 
 
Dear Mr. Jordan: 
 
On behalf of Friends of American Jobs and Growth PAC and its Treasurer, Thomas Norris, I 
submit this response to the complaint filed in the above-referenced Matter Under Review. 
 
The Commission’s regulations require that every complaint must “contain a clear and 
concise recitation of the facts which describe a violation of a statute or regulation 
over which the Commission has jurisdiction.”  11 C.F.R. § 111.4(d)(3).  If a complaint fails to 
state such facts, “the General Counsel shall so notify the complainant . . . that no action shall 
be taken on the basis of that complaint.”  11 C.F.R. § 111.5(b) (emphasis added). 
 
The complaint in this matter fails to meet that bare standard.  In CREW’s familiar 
fashion, the complaint attempts to weave thin threads of inconsequential information from 
campaign finance reports and tax filings, YouTube videos and, of course, newspaper articles 
into a thick tale of intrigue and deception.  The treasurer of the PAC was the president of the 
(c)(4) nine years ago!  Four nonprofit organizations together contributed less than half of the 
PAC’s total receipts!  The fundraiser has a history of working for nonprofit organizations!  The 
(c)(4) made a contribution to the PAC, and then the PAC spent the money!  But, in CREW’s 
familiar fashion, all those citations and links fail to obscure that, despite the complaint’s 
conclusory legal allegations, the complaint does not allege a single fact which, if true, 
would constitute a violation of the Act.  
 
To begin, the complaint alleges that The Government Integrity Fund, a 501(c)(4) social welfare 
organization, made contributions to American Jobs and Growth PAC “in close proximity” to the 
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PAC’s independent expenditures.  Compl. at ¶ 3.  Specifically, the complaint identifies 
contributions from the Fund totaling $110,000 made on October 30, November 1, November 2 
and November 5, and independent expenditures by the PAC totaling $107,500 made on October 
30, November 1 and November 2.  Compl. at ¶¶ 19-20.  First, nothing in the Act or the 
Commission’s regulations regulates or raises any presumption based upon the “proximity” of a 
committee’s receipts relative to its disbursements, or vice versa.  Second, there is no inference 
that fairly and reasonably can be drawn from the timing of a PAC’s contributions and 
expenditures other than that a committee had a desire to finance an expenditure, and found a 
donor willing to make a contribution to fund it.  In so far as the Act is concerned, the mere 
temporal linkage of receipts and disbursements establishes nothing—and certainly 
does not establish the existence of a “straw donor” on the other side of the contributions at 
issue. 
 
Next, the complaint attempts to establish that the PAC paid a $20,000 fundraising commission 
to a fundraising consultant, Kyle Sisk—perhaps for funds received from the Fund, or perhaps for 
funds raised into the Fund.  But the allegation itself admits that the PAC paid the fundraising 
commission weeks before the Fund contributed to the PAC.  Compl. at ¶ 22.  And other 
allegations in the complaint defeat any inference that the complaint might hope would be 
drawn from the commission payment, including that the PAC raised $660,893 from sources 
other than the Fund, Compl. at ¶¶ 18, 20, and also that the PAC’s treasurer Mr. Norris has 
historical relationships with the Fund and its officers such that payment of commission to a 
fundraising consultant based upon the Fund’s contributions to the PAC would be unnecessary 
and unlikely.  Compl. at ¶¶ 11, 33. 
 
Finally, the lynchpin of the complaint is a single piece of hearsay evidence from a court 
proceeding in the form of an email message sent by a corporate employee summarizing his 
recollection of a discussion he claims to have had—sometime prior to June 29, 2018, the date 
of the message—with Kyle Sisk.  In the message, the employee wrote that Mr. Sisk was 
“leading . . . fundraising efforts” for then-Rep. Scott Taylor “via a 501c4.”  Compl. at ¶ 28.  
Holding aside whether such a discussion with Mr. Sisk ever occurred, and whether the 
employee’s summary of it is accurate—matters as to which American Jobs and Growth PAC has 
no knowledge—the very same message makes clear that the corporation was “told to avoid [Mr. 
Sisk]” and, on that basis, declined to make a contribution to whatever (c)(4) was purportedly 
under consideration.  Id.  So, at the end of the day, assuming that the email message is a true, 
complete and accurate record of a conversation that actually took place—an assumption that 
American Jobs and Growth PAC does not concede—the complaint’s only evidence of a 
straw donor transaction is evidence that a corporation apparently declined to be 
part of such a transaction, if one even was proposed.1 
 
At bottom, this complaint is full of cites and links, signifying nothing.  It is based entirely on 
CREW’s belief that “an Unknown Respondent or Unknown Respondents made contributions to 
American Jobs and Growth PAC while keeping their identities secret by using the Government 
Integrity Fund as a conduit that contributed in its own name to the Super PAC rather than in 

 
1  Additionally, a statement that Mr. Sisk was “leading Rep. Taylor’s fundraising efforts via a 
501c4” does not establish that Mr. Sisk solicited a contribution to American Jobs and Growth 
PAC to be made through the Government Integrity Fund. 
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the name of the true donor or donors,” Compl. at ¶ 4—a claim for which, across the entire 21 
pages of the complaint, there is not a single shred of actual evidence. 
 
For these reasons, I urge the Commission to dismiss the complaint and close its file in this 
matter. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Chris Ashby 
Counsel, American Jobs and Growth PAC – Thomas Norris, Treasurer 
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