
BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 

Foundation for Accountability and Civic Trust 
1717 K Street NW 

Suite 900 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

V. 

John Hickenlooper 
Hickenlooper for Colorado 
FEC ID: C00716720 
PO Box 18886 
Denver, CO 80218 

and 

SMP (also known as Senate Majority PAC) 
FEC ID: C00484624 
700 13th Street NW 
Suite 600 
Washington, DC 20005 

MURNo. 

COMPLAINT 

---

The Foundation for Accountability and Civic Trust (FACT) is a nonprofit organization dedicated 

to promoting accountability, ethics, and transparency in government and civic arenas. This complaint is 

submitted, upon information and belief, to request the Federal Election Commission (FEC) investigate 

and take appropriate enforcement actions to address apparent violations of the Federal Election Campaign 

Act by John Hickenlooper, and his campaign committee, Hickenlooper for Colorado, and the super PAC 

Senate Majority PAC (SMP). 1 

1 This complaint is submitted pursuant to 52 U.S.C. § 30109(a)(l). SMP also uses the name and is commonly referred 
to as Senate Majority PAC. For instance, its website is senatemajoirtypac.com and disclaimer states: 
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Federal law prohibits candidates from coordinating with super PA Cs on advertising and separately 

prohibits super PA Cs from republishing campaign materials. The facts indicate this is exactly what 

happened here: On June 13, 2020, Hickenlooper for Colorado posted written materials for an 

advertisement on a website called getthefacts.co-a website separate from his campaign one that evidently 

has another purpose.2 The request for the advertisement was identified by Hickenlooper's use of code 

langue, i.e. "Coloradans Need to Know," which other candidates have successfully used to request an 

outside group run an ad. 3 And Hickenlooper's request was successful-just 12 days later the super PAC 

ran the ad, republishing both the campaign's written materials and Hickenlooper's b-roll video. 4 .Thus, 

there is reason to believe the Hickenlooper campaign solicited, and Senate Majority PAC made, an illegal 

in-kind contribution in the form of a television advertisement. We request the Commission investigate and 

immediately take enforcement actions to address these apparent violations. 

I. Facts.

On June 13, 2020, Hickenlooper's campaign posted written campaign materials to 

www.getthefacts.co.5 This is not Hickenlooper's campaign webpage, but a completely separate webpage 

with what appears to be a distinct purpose other than the campaign's normal communication with citizens 

and media. Exactly as other candidates have successfully done before,6 Hickenlooper used specific code 

language to identify the request or suggestion for an outside group to run the ad, i.e. "Coloradans Need to 

Know":7

2 Hickenlooper for Colorado, https://www.getthefacts.co, last accessed July 1, 2020 (attached as Exhibit A).
3 See, e.g., Sara Gideon, Federal Election Commission, MUR 7727 ("What Mainers Need to Know"); Theresa 
Greenfield, Federal Election Commission, MUR 7717 ("Iowa voters need to hear about ... "); Gary Peters, Federal 
Election Commission, MUR 7666 ("What Michiganders Need to Know); see also Ryan Lovelace, 'Dark Money' Ad 
Raises Questions Over Peters Campaign/or Senate, Washington Times, Nov. 18, 2019, available at: 
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2019/nov/18/dark-money-ad-raises-q uestions-over-gary-peters-ca/; Maggie 
Severns, Democratic Candidates Writing Instructions to Super PACs on Their Websites, Politico (July 15, 2016). 
4 Senate Majority PAC ad, released June 25, 2020, available at: 
https://host2.advertisinganalyticsllc.com/admo/viewer/2339525. 
5 Hickenlooper for Colorado, https://www.getthefacts.co, last accessed July 1, 2020 (attached as Exhibit A).
6 See, e.g., Sara Gideon, Federal Election Commission, MUR 7727 ("What Mainers Need to Know"); Theresa
Greenfield, Federal Election Commission, MUR 7717 ("Iowa voters need to hear about ... "); Gary Peters, Federal 
Election Commission, MUR 7666 ("What Michiganders Need to Know); see also, e.g., Ryan Lovelace, 'Dark Money' 
Ad Raises Questions Over Peters Campaign for Senate, Washington Times, Nov. 18, 2019, available at: 
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2019/nov / 18/dark-money-ad-raises-guestions-over-gary-peters-ca/; Maggie 
Severns, Democratic Candidates Writing Instructions to Super PACs on Their Websites, Politico (July 15, 2016). 
7 Hickenlooper for Colorado, https://www.getthefacts.co, last accessed July 1, 2020 (attached as Exhibit A). 

www.factdc.org • 1717 K Street NW, Suite 900, Washington, D.C., 20006 • Phone (202) 787-5860 

MUR776000002



Page 3 of 13

June 13, 2020 

Republicans hove attacked John Hickenlooper for his trips to bring business to Colorado, here is what 
voters need to know if thev do so again: 95 of their 97 a/legations were dismissed and the Denver Post 
called the other two "relatively minor," on "honest mistake." He testified fully. They coll him "on ethical 
public servant." But the Republicans ore attacking Hickenlooper because they know he's the only one who 
con beat Cory Gordner, who stands with Trump 100% of the time - not Colorado. 

Using Twitter, both a Hickenlooper campaign staffer and the DSCC Communication's director publicized 

the existence of the getthefacts.co website:8

Twelve days later, on June 25, 2020, Senate Majority PAC began runnmg a television 

advertisement, republishing both the written materials posted by Hickenlooper' s campaign and video used 

8 Lauren Passalacqua, Twitter, June 13, 2020, available at: 
https://twitter.com/laurenvpass/status/1271874926052589580; Melissa Miller, Twitter, June 10, 2020, available at: 

https://twitter.com/Meliss I 001 /status/1270872176338460672. 
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