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OFFICE OF
February 7, 2020 GENERAL COUNSEL
Office of the General Counsel 200 FEB 2 4 PHIZ 13

Federal Election Commission
1050 First Street, NE

Washington, DC 20463 M U R # \-1 r) O<g

To Whom It May Concern:

By this letter, we, Michael Saltsman and Austin Samuelson of the Employment Policies Institute (1090 Vermont
Ave, NW Suite 800, Washington, D.C. 20005), file a complaint with the Federal Election Commission pursuant
to 2 USC §30118(a), 11 CFR §§ 100.52, 100.54, 114.2(b) and (f), 114.9(a)(3) and (b)(3) against Eva Putzova
for Congress and the Restaurant Opportunities Center (ROC), a Section 501(c)(3) corporation for violations of
federal election law.

Based on information and belief, ROC, a § 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation, has provided illegal in-kind
contributions, pursuant to 52 U.S.C. §30118(a), to Eva Putzova for Congress by compensating its employee,
Steven Piasecki, as he regularly engaged in candidate-related work during the course of the normal workday. The
Act and Commission regulations prohibit a corporation from providing any type of contributions to candidates.

Respondents include an individual candidate for federal office, a federal candidate campaign committee and its
treasurer, the candidate’s campaign communications director, and a § 501(c)(3) corporation.

Respondents

Eva Putzova,

1700 E Linda Vista Dr

Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Eva Putzova for Congress

P.O. Box 677

Flagstaff, AZ 86002

Steven Piasecki

New York, NY 10034

Restaurant Opportunities Center
275 7th Ave
New York, NY 10001

Facts

Except where noted, the facts supporting this complaint are taken from materials publicly available, including
Federal Election Commission records. All material facts relied upon in this complaint are cited as to their source.

On January 1, 2019, Ms. Putzova filed her candidacy for the Democratic nomination to be the US Representative
for Arizona’s 1st Congressional District. Ms. Putzova was the Director of Communications for ROC at the time
of her filing; according to her LinkedIn page, she was still employed in that capacity as of this date (February 7,
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2020). Attached to this complaint as Exhibit A are the statement of organization documents filed with the FEC by
Eva Putzova, declaring herself a candidate for the US House of Representatives.

Ms. Putzova’s campaign Communications Director, Mr. Steven Piasecki, is also employed by ROC as its
Communications Coordinator. He has served in this role since September of 2018, and is primarily responsible for
maintaining the group’s social media presence.

+ Attached as Exhibit B are social media postings and a screenshot of ROC’s official website
demonstrating Ms. Putzova’s employment at ROC and Mr. Piasecki’s dual employment with Eva Putzova
for Congress and ROC.

« Exhibit C includes a downloadable document from the official ROC United website. The document
serves as a social media toolkit and the ROC official listed as the contact is Mr. Steven Piasecki.

According to FEC filings, Mr. Piasecki’s pay for his services to the Putzova campaign is $600 a month (See
Exhibit B). However, digital evidence shows a blurry line between Mr. Piasecki’s work with ROC and his work
with the Congressional campaign as Communications Director—such that ROC is essentially subsidizing his
campaign work and that he may be using corporate resources in his work for the campaign.

Mr. Piasecki’s overlapping job activity between the nonprofit corporation and Ms. Putzova’s campaign is evident
in Exhibit D, which includes all tweets sent from the Twitter accounts of EvaForCongress, Mr. Piasecki, Eva
Putzova, and ROC United during the months of February-October 2019." (During these dates, FEC filings show
that Mr. Piasecki was being paid by Ms. Putzova’s campaign to act as the Communications Director.)

Mr. Piasecki’s digital work for the Putzova campaign overlaps regularly with his digital work for the nonprofit
corporation. The time of the day each account is active even shifts with Mr. Piasecki’s location; his move from
California to New York in June 2019 corresponded with a shift in Twitter activity to reflect “sleeping hours” for a
person based on the east coast.?

Mr Piasecki’s control of the digital accounts of both ROC and Ms. Putzova’s campaign is evident in the device
type used to post content, as well as Mr. Piasecki’s use of similar content across both accounts.

« According to data from ExportTweet, Ms. Putzova uses an iPhone; before she launched her campaign for
Congress, not a single tweet from her account came from an Android device (See Exhibit E). After she
declared her candidacy and hired Mr. Piasecki as her Communications Director, over half of the tweets
from her personal account (which doubles as her campaign account) were sent from an Android device--
compared to just 7 percent being sent from an iPhone.

« Similarly, prior to ROC United hiring Mr. Piasecki as its Communications Coordinator, just 2 percent
of the group’s tweets from 2016-2018 were sent from an Android device. However, after he started his
role in late 2018, the humber of tweets sent from an Android device on the official ROC United Twitter
account increased to over 20 percent.

The data from Exhibit E is visualized in Exhibit D, where workday tweets are sent moments apart from Mr.
Piasecki’s personal account, the ROC United Twitter account, and the Eva Putzova for Congress official Twitter
account.

' Data was obtained and downloaded using ExportTweet

A screenshot of Steven Piasecki’s personal Facebook account has been included in Exhibit D. This screenshot is of a
post made by Mr. Piasecki announcing his move to New York in July of 2019. The date of his move to the cast coast
reflects the time shift of tweets sent from his personal twitter account, Eva Putzova’s twitter account, and the ROC
United twitter account, further demonstrating that Mr. Piasecki was in fact the operator of these accounts.
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Apparent Violations

Complainants have found reason to believe Respondents violated 2 USC §30118(a), 11 CFR §§ 100.52,
100.54, 114.2(b) and (f), 114.9(a)(3) and (b)(3). Eva Putzova for Congress, Eva Putzova, and the Restaurant
Opportunities Center United have violated federal law which prohibits donations and contributions by a
corporation or labor organization to a candidate for federal office and the acceptance of said contribution by a
candidate for federal office.

Relief Requested

Complainants are asking the Federal Election Commission to conduct an investigation, including an audit of
named respondent campaign committee, in accordance with the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as
amended. The Commission should also refer to the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) to determine whether the
Restaurant Opportunities Center is eligible to keep its § 501(c)(3) non-profit status.

Complainant, upon information and belief, swear under penalty of perjury that the statements and facts of this
complaint are true and correct to the best of his knowledge and belief.

/A

Michdel Sa]t;man, Managing Director
Employment Policiey Institute

Austin Samuelson, Research & Communications Associate
Employment Policies Institute

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA:  ss

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME
JHis /0™ pay g ry |, o202,
HMOTARY PYBLIC

My Commission Expirese & £ r 2003
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EXHIBIT A
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EXHIBIT B

MESTAURANT
AFPORTIHITIES
CIRTHRS BT
NATIONAL STAFF
YAMILA RUIZ EVAPUTZOVA

High Foad Director Direckor of Communitations

HARVIR KAUR RAYMOND PETTIT

Assoosate Directos, Donar Seruoi Grants Office

Semices

GEETA SEEBE-TADDEO LARRY SWETMAN

senior Binance Manzger Natiofal Coardinator of Dyl
Organzing

JORDAN ROMANUS

Mational Lead Crpamzer

ROC UNITED BOARD OF DIRECTORS

DAYNA CUNNINGHAM WOONG CHANG

Director, MIT Innavaions Lab ROC-DC Member

(offiliations listed fou purposes of identification)

OURWORK  BECOME A MEMBER  RESOURCES  NEWS  ABOUTUS m Q

STEVEN PIASECKE

PETE VARGAS
I Logal Organizing Directar

MARIE WIGGINS

JENNIFER HERMAN
k] Communicatians

DANIEL KOTA
Technaolagy Selutons
Bdministratos

TEQFILO REYES

Research Director

LESLIE ESCOBOSA
Executive Assistant ang Intenrs
HE Deputy Derector

ABEL VALENZUELA
Professol. Univarsity of Califarnla
at Los Angeles

Figure 1: Restaurant Opportunities Center Official Website — Eva Putzova (Director of Communications & Steven Piasecki

(Communications Coordinator)

Steven Piasecki
@stevenpiaseck

F

tipping!!!

subminimum wage.

10:09 ang

Sep 20 2018

11

Twitter Web App

Listening to @threedomusa & they are talking about
I work for @rocunited, a nonprofit fighting for
restaurant workers' rights. More info (in a thread):

1. By fed law, tipped workers are allowed to be paid a

@laurenlapkus @ScottAukerman @PFTompkins

Figure 2: Steven Piasecki tweet dated September 20, 2019 stating that he
is employed by the Restaurant Opportunities Center
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EXHIBIT B

Steven Piasecki

- Timeline About Friends Photos More ~

DO YOU KNOW STEVEN?
To see what he shares with friends, send him a friend reguest. & AddFriend

@ Intro . sieven Piasecki
' Seplenber5at231PM @

Woo! 111! So proud to be a part of this campaign!!!| Eva Putzova

BRAND NEW CONGRESS- 2020

= Communications CoOroinaior ai Resiauran
Opporunities Centers Urtec (ROC Uniteg)

= Former Jr Content Egtor at Fing

Eva Putzova for Congress ok Like Page
Septembe S at 45PN Y

I'm 50 humbied anc excred o join BiandNew Congess 2020 siate

BrandMew Congess s 3 voluntzer-lec arg ready to cnange Congress for the peiter
They understandihat Congress snouic oyt sPeopleFirst & fight for 3 future that works fr
EVEryINEe

Lets oot fo wiar & chanpe #4200

00O~

Figure 3: Steven Piasecki Facebook page, Introduction section of page lists Communications Coordinator at Restaurant
Opportunities Center United (ROC United) as employer. A September 5, 2019 post by My Piasecki shared an official Eva

Eva Putzova”
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EXHIBIT B

Steven P. - 3rd Eva Putzova for Congress

Communications Director at Eva For Congress o UC Berkeley
Les Angeles, California + 292 connections + Contact info

About
lam a self-starter with demonstrated experience in marketing. social mediz strategy, and creative writing, spedalizing in

digital and online. As a recent graduate of UC Berkeley with a B.A, in Communications and Media Studies, Iam
passionate about sharing fresh, evaolving narratives threugh unique visual and editorizl campaigns [ want to .. see more

Experience

Communications Director
Eva Putzova for Congress

Feb 2029 — Fresen: - 8 mus
(é) Communications Coordinator
% Restaurant Opportunities Centers United
Sep 2018 — Presant - 1yr Zme
Remaots

Figure 4: : Mr. Piasecki’s linkedIn page which lists “Communications Director for Eva Putzova for Congress” and
“Communications Coordinator at Restaurant Opportunities Center United” as his current employers.
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EXHIBIT B

e I

Eva Putzova - 3rd Eva Putzova for Congress
2020 Candidate for the U.S. House of Representatives ';:af:i;’f;‘_)"’f Economics,
- ave

Flagstaff, Arizona - 500+ connections . Contact info

Highlights

Reach out to Eva for...
Agusirg conrpanes Cortractng and freeancirg Paio comsuiting

Message Eva l

About

Fighting for a just, generous, and inclusive America where healthcare is a right and rot privilege, college education is
tuition free, womer are equal, immigrants are weicome, Indigenous people are truly soverelgn, our planet is protected,
and you car be ygu without discrimination,

Experience

2020 Candidate for the U.S. House of Representatives
Eva Putzova for Congress
jar 2219 - Presert - € ras

[y, e B
¢ ansaf® Arizoma Arez

As a policymaler ! consistently put people first, and intend to bring that perspective into the
Congress, While valuing faimess, inclusion, justice, peace, and democracy, . will champion universa'
healthcare: tuitior-free college; immigratior overnaul; meaningfu!, large-scale climate action: and
IndigenaJs, women's reproductive, and workers rights. [will alsa raise a strong voice against the
never-ending wars of choice that cost thousands of fives, drain our resodrces, and make us less
safe. As 3 progressive Democrat, I will fight for a just, generous, and inclusive America.

@) National Communications and Technology Director
Q‘—(j Restadrant Opportunities Certers Urited
‘e, 2018 - Present 1y~ 2 mos
Manage organization’s interna' and external communications strategy, provide commuJnications
oversight for the Ore Fair Wage project--a nationa! campaign te raise the subminimum tipped
wage to the full minimum wage, and serve as a member of the organization s senior leadership
team,

Figure 5: Eva Putzova LinkedIn profile—lists “National Communication and Technology Director
at Restaurant Opportunities Center United” as current position, beginning May 2018. Also lists
“2020 Candidate for the U.S. House of Representatives Eva Putzova for Congress” beginning
January 2019.
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EVA PUTZOVA FOR CONGRESS

EVA PUTZOVA FOR CONGRESS

EVA PUTZOVA FOR CONGRESS

pr b b B A A bbb

EVA PUTZOVA FOR CONGRESS

EVA PUTZOMA FOR COMNGRESS

PIASECKL STEVEN

PIASECK], STEVEN

PIASECKI, STEVEN

PIASECK], STEVEN

PIASECKL STEVEN

CA

SOCIAL MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS CONSULTING

SOCIAL MEDLA AND COMMUNICATIONS CONSULTING

SOCIAL MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS CONSULTING

COMMUNICATIONS CONSULTING SERVICES

COMMUNICATIONS CONSULTING SERVICES

06/14/2012

05/18/208

04/16/2019

03N15/2018

0215/2019

$600.00

$600.00

$600.00

$£600.00

$600.00

Figure 6: Eva Putzova for Congress official FEC spending report showing 3600 disbursements to Steven Piasecki for

communications and social media services during the months of February, March, April, May, and June of 2020.
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EXHIBIT C

&
ROCUNITED

AURANT OPPORTUNITIES CENTER

eventsarotunited org = (212) 343 7

Basic SOClal Media Toolkit

Follow Us

Facebook
Twitter
Instagram
LinkedIn
Youtube
Website

Contact
Steven Piasecki

steven@rocunited.org
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EXHIBIT D

Piasecki Android Tweet Count Feb-Jun 2019
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EXHIBIT D
ROC Tweets Feb-June 2019
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Figure 7: These graphs demonstrate clear coordination and trends during the months of February, March, April,
May, and June of 2016--the months My. Piasecki was being paid by the Eva Putzova for Congress campaign and
ROC United.




MUR770800016

EXHIBIT D

. Steven Piasecki is in New York, New York.
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EXHIBIT D

Title
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ROC Jun-Oct 2019 Android Tweets
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EXHIBITE
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ROC Tweet Source Before Hiring Piasecki
1200
1000
BOO
B0
400
200
0 = a——
"CaSchedule” "TweetDeck! "Twitter for Android”  "Twitter for iPhone”  "Twitter Web App”  "Twitter Web Clent”
TweetSource »
ROC Tweet Source After Hiring Piasecki
400
350
300
250
200
150
100
50
0 = = =
i\ 4 3 é B - < 0 s {
oF & & 3 o~ a* & A
\é@v & .\{&\ '&é& ‘6.9\ & \1‘\\&\ o ep‘\‘ﬁ'- &
e S s 73 P
\..:_c? <& & o < Sl S .x‘“c‘\ & &
= Y & o & &
& & G o) &
S A&




MUR770800020

EXHIBIT E
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EXHIBIT F

o748 ROC United @
@rocumted

1) The story of Christina Munce, a tipped worker in
Philly, 8 our fight for #0nefairWage is on the cover of
@TIME!

[t highlights parts of Christina’s story that are all too
familiar to restaurant workers: a subminimum wage &
being forced to rely on tips.

Low Wages, Sexual Harassment and Unreliable Tips, This [s Life in America’s Boa..
There |c an entirely separate federal minimum wage for thase whao live on tps;
from as low as 8213

(_':J.A‘ time.com
\

11:52 AM - Aug 22

18 Retweets 19 Likes

.,.\
£
-

O b
Lo

<

o Eva Putzova @

It's #BlackWan jualPay Day — a day marking how
long it takes into the new year for black women to
make what white men earned in the previous year.

Closing the gender pay qap ’\IEEDS to be at the top of
every agenda in 2020. #BlackWomenCantWa

The Weae Gap Costs Black Wemen Neasiy 81 Milion In Ther Lifatimes
Bl Pay Day 1 wnder of the impact of race and gendar an

Eva Putzova @ GEuaf dug 22 w
Wy =Elaciivem = 3 day marking how [ong it 1akes into the

new pear !nr b<ac sworman 1o make what white men earned in the previous
year

Claging the gender pay gap NEEDS ta be at the top of every agenda in 2020

Figure 8: On August 22, 2019, it again appears as if the official ROC United twitter account and their Communications
Director and candidate for Federal Office, Eva Putzova coordinated tweets that were sent from the same platform just 20

minutes apart.
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EXHIBIT F

ROC United
f:r:,-:-_i‘:'.rzs »

Herman Cain is being considered for a seat on the
Federal Reserve Board.

Back in the day, he was President of the National
Restaurant Association, where he was instrumental in
freezing the federal minimum wage for tipped workers
at $2.13.

e Eva Putzova &

THREAD
1) @rzaldar ' is considering Herman Cain for a
seat on the Federal Reserve Board.

Cain has been accused by multiple women of sexual
harassment.

IOWAFAITH
IREEDOM (0ALIT)

Xe%4 ROC United @
XC St

¢ s Dave Jamieson & = -

Figure 9: On January 31 and February 1, 2019, it appears as if there is direct coordination between the ROC United and
their Communications Director, Congressional Candidate Eva Putzova to oppose the nomination of a political appointee.
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\ Eva Putzova §
| =
DEvaPutzava

I'm a progressive running for Congress in Arizona.
I take $0 from corpeorate PACs and special interests,

1 believe in #MedicareFarAll, #GreenNewDeal, tuition-

free college, . unions, and more!

RT so more people can join our movement!

Home Page - Eva Putzova for Congress
13 5 15t Congressiona! Distrct |

11 put peapia first | o dateen

our team
ingd 12 bnng

25 Retveeets 36 Likes

Steven Piasecki v
Hztevenpiaseck

Y'all should check out @Eval
running for Congress in AZ!

itzova, a progressive

She believes in #MedicareForAll, #GreenNewDeal

tuition-free college, .. unions, and more!

Home Page - Eva Putzova for Congress

N oul team
rminsd 1o bring

I'm russing for Congres

2 Likes

v, i

Figure 10: As displayed here in Figure 14, Steven Piasecki has continued his work as Eva Putzova § campaign managey into
October. M. Piasecki is still employed by ROC, according to his LinkediIn.
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EXHIBIT F

Eva Putzova &
DEvaPutzove

Hearings for the Raise The Wage Act of 2019 start
today. If passed, it would mean that workers across the
country — many who earn low wages, have families to
support, and are struggling to get by — would finally
earn a fair, living wage.

Who benefits from a
higher minimum wage?

+— WHAT PEQPLE — +— THE REALITY —
Arerage age:
Teenages 38 yesrs old
Works part me 1% are not tess,
afer school they'te 20 of older
Lives with parants 3% are
Earning extra 40 or cider
wpanding monTy E8% are
Women
28% hwve children
B0 work
#ull Bme

On avarsge, (hey earm
mare than half of i
Hamily's total Income

Lomai o cERl R AmEe s M S e T e b SR Wk
bl o Tt A T S
Bt 82 apl oot alke ! i g Mute

12:5C PR® Feh = 202

9 Rerweers 14 Lkes

o il

@ ROC United &

In addition to generating $120 billion in addt wages.
the Raise the Wage Act of 2019 would also mean that
tipped workers across the country — 70% of whom ar
24-65 years old, 64% are female, and 36% are mother.
— would finally be paid #1Fai'Wage,

Who benefits from a
higher minimum wage?

~— WHAT PEOPLE — ~— THE REALITY —
THINK T
Teenager S yaurs old
Works part time TR are notl lesns,
after school they're 20 o4 oider
Lives with parents 3% A
Earning extrs idabod
apending money 58% are
L il
29% have children
B0% work
fudl dme
On sverage. they sarm
more than hall oliboy
famiy’s total come
e i s el Ay e l:r.!'lmlrniv

m.- T I)ﬁalﬁ'uu-

16 F=tieess 20 Likes
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