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Re Complaint For Excessive/Vague Personal Expense Reimbursements totaling 5I4L,260.69
for CY 20L9: Congressman Lance Gooden (TX-05) and the Lance Gooden for Congress

Committee

For calendar year z}!gt, the Lance Gooden for Congress Committee ("Committee") paid

Congressman Lance Gooden ("Gooden") t41 260.6 in cash through 23 disbursements

described as "Expense Reimbursement."2 This represents 30% of all expenditures by the

Committee.3

Other than including a reference to "materials," there was no other explanation or detail
provided for these substantial cash payments to Gooden or why Gooden would have advanced

such large amounts for alleged campaign activities rather than having the Committee pay such

expenses directly. Many of the amounts are also in surprisingly "round" numbers such as

"Lo,4oo.oo", "s6,000.o0", "5g,7oo.oo", '55,000.00", "58,000.00" and even consecutive cash

payments of "55,500.00" in November-December 2OLg.4 The Committee has directly paid other
expenditures as reflected in the Committee's filings for expenses related to clear campaign

activities like consultants and advertising expenses.t

The amounts involved are grossly excessive when compared to other members of Texas's

congressional delegation. According to FEC public filing data, neighboring Congressmen John

Ratcliffe and Louie Gohmert had ZERO "Expense Reimbursements" for the previous three years.u

The cash payments to Gooden for "Expense Reimbursemen t" are L6.5 times lareer than

"Reimbursem oavments to all other Texas Con press members for the period Q1-3 2019.7

t There is evidence that the same conduct discussed herein occurred during Calendar Year 201"8

as well, beginning in or around May 201-8 after the Runoff election.
2 See Exs. A-B attached hereto (printouts from FEC.gov public filing data).
3 See Ex. E at p. 3, Gooden's Committee expenditures for CY 2Ot9 were 5477 ,399.54 according to
public data on FEC.gov.
o Id.
t 

See generally FEC.gov public data reported expenditures by the Gooden Committee.
u See. Ex. C (Summary of search results from FEC.gov public filing data for Ratcliffe/Gohmert

"Rei m bu rsements" since t/ t / 2017)
7 See Ex. D print out from FEC.gov public data search results for "reimbursement" by all Texas

Congress members other than Gooden totaling 56,503.90.
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Further, the other Congress members provided detail explaining the purpose of the expenditure
such as "catering," "mileage," "transportation" and "labels and inserts."8 ln contrast, the vague

"materials" was the only explanation provided by the Committee for the payments to Gooden.

The "Expense Reimbursement" payments to Gooden also seem excessive considering

that Calendar year 2019 was a non-election year, that Gooden only became a candidate for re-

election in November 20L9, and Gooden did not have a primary election opponent until
December 2019. The effect of the opaque reporting of "Expense Reimbursements" and

"Materials" described above is that nearlv L/3 of the Committee's expenditures for Calendar Vear

2O:-9. an amount of over 5140.000.00. do not i ntifv the vendor oaid or the orecise ouroose of
the expenditure. nor an explanation of why such large sums were advanced by Gooden and

reimbursed rather than paid directly by the Committee.

It is against federal law for a federal candidate/office holder to convert campaign

contributions to personal use.e I respectfully request that the "Expense Reimbursement"
expenditures summarized above and reflected in the Exhibits hereto be investigated to
determine if they were, in fact, legitimate campaign expenditures.

llv,

al E Hill10

Dallas, fX752t8

sworn to before me on thfuSigne day of February 2020

lic

8 td.
e 

See 52 USC 530114(bX1) and related laws and regulations.
to 

I am a resident/voter of Texas's CD-5 and a candidate in the 2020 Republican Party Primary for
Texas's CD-5. During the campaign, I have been made aware by multiple voters of alleged

irregularities in the Committee filings, particularly regarding multiple large expense

reimbursements. I have heard from voters from Texas's CD-5 comments like "Please check

[Gooden's] FEC'S" and "Be sure to do your research on [Gooden's] finances" and voters have

referenced certain examples of suspect transactions. I promised voters I would look into the
matters they raised and this Complaint is the result of my review of the public filings and data.
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10:05 AM Wed Feb 5 ã't 7o%8.'
¡ fec.gov

F€C. The FECS multi-step prÕcess cân take dêys

(for êlertrûn¡c fì lings) or weêks for paper fil¡ngs).

Edit filters

SPENDER NAMË OR ID

! uxcr GooDËN FoR
CONGRESS COMMITTEE
{coû6626ûl)

Qt,'

Spender Recipient State Ðescription

LANCÊ GOÛDËN FOR CÔNGRESS COMMITTEE GOODEN, LANCE TX ËXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT

LANCE GOODEI\¡ FOR CONGRESS COMMITTEE GOODEN, LANCE TX ËXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT

LANCE GOODEN FOR CONGRESS COMMITTËÊ GOÔDÊhI, LANCE TX EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT

LANCE GOODEN FOR CONGRESS COMMIfiEE GOODËN, LANCE TX EXPENSE REIMBURSEMËNT

LANCË GOODEN FOR CONGRESS COMMIÏTEË GOODEN, LANCE TX EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT

LANCE GOODËN FOR CONGRESS COMMIÏTEË GOODÊN, LANCE TX EXPÊNSE RãIMBURSÊMÊNT

LANCE GOODEN FOR COI'{GRESS COMMITTEE GOODËN, LANCË TX ËXPËNSË REIMBURSEMËNÎ

GOODÊN, LANCE TX EXPËNSË RËIMBURSEMINT

LANCE GOODEN FOR CONGRFSS COMMITTEE GOODEN, LANCE TX EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT

LÀNCE GOODEN FOR CONGRESS COMMIT]'EË GOODÊN, LANCE TX EXPENSE RTIMBURSÊMÊNT

LANCE GOODEN FOR CONGRESS COMMITTEE GOODEN, LANCE TX EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT

LANCE GOODEN FOR CONGRESS COMMITTEE GOODEN, LANCE TX EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT

LANCÊ GOODE[I FOR CONGRÊSS COMMITTEE GOODËN, LANCÊ TX ÊXPÊNSE RËIMBURSÊMËNÏ

LANCE GOODEN FOR CONGRESS COMMITTEE GOODEN, LANCE TX EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT

LANCE GOODEIV FOR CONGRESS COMMITTEE GOODEN, LANCE TX

LANCE GOODËN FOR TONGRESS OOMMITTËE GOODËN, LANCE TX ÊXPENSÊ RËIMBURSEMENT

LANCÊ GOODËN FOR CONGRÊSS COMMITTËË GOODEN, LANCË TX EXPENSE RE

Disbursement
dâte î Arnount

09/30/2019

as12712U.19

oa12712019

0a119/20r9

a7/2s/2A19

o6/3o/2o19

aÊ/2712019

os/28/20r9

a5124/2019

o4l?912019

os/3r/20r9 $3.104.7s ffi

0312712019 $s,s7s.77 Ö

a212712A19

0112A12019 $2,650.64

0112212019 $4.277.4A

011a712019 $3.459.39

Shôwi

$5.492.18 ö

$6,000.00 Õ

$9.700.oo #

$s,ooo.oo ä

$8.ooo.oo #

$9,436.s4 G

$10,400.oo ä

$7,AOO.OO å

$6.s0o.oo #

$6,367.s4 &

RECIPIENT NAME OR ID

! eoooex, uNce

REPoRTTTME PERToD O
; p zore-eozo '

More lv

ÐISBURSEMENT ÐATE RANGE

nning fndi

Rec¡p¡ent details

D¡sbursement dètails

Spender committèe type

q
LÅNCE GOODEN FOR CONGRESS COMMITTËË

$ io, r 39.58 ffi

ö

ß

ö

ml

o
o
o

30Y
i

rl. ,;

abou¡t-

Ca reers

Oper:FC AP

GrlH.b feposrlcij

Pr racy a.rg1

Secufl1"y ool,cy
ÞrLlteCted y'O¡CeS

Open governrre¡l

Results per page:

NT

1 to 17 of 17 entríes <
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10:14 AM Wed Feb 5

uNlrED srAiri -ol- n¡uenrCn
I fec.gov

ug¡vfrudr (u vru5ùdt I

r finance dau r Help for candidates and committees v Legal resources v ,{L¡out v

16e%E-=l'

Êxt'-¡rt I

p¿iigl] lin¿ìr-Cr d.rt¿, 3 c.¡,Se i¿i¿1 D \i,rl,se'r:.-r,r\

ct data type <l Disbursements

Viewing filtered results fon

r Data type: raw

Spender

LANCE GOODEN FOR CONGRESS

COMMITTEE

LANCË GOODEN FOR CONGRESS

COMMITTEE

LANCE GOODEN FOR CONGRFSS

COMMITTEE

LANCE GOODEN FOR CONGRESS

COMMITTEE

LANCE GOODËN FOR CONGRESS

COMMITTEE

LANCÊ GOODEN FOR CONGRESS

LANCE GOODEN FOR CONGRÊSS COMMTTTEF (COO6626O1) x l

Recipient State Description

"Reimbursement" X

Disbursement
date

Clear all filters x

î Amount

$7,OOO.OO Õ

$s,soo.oo o

$s,soo.00 ö

$s,ooo.oo Ö

$s.3oo.oo ä

$3,sûo.oo t)

$s,ss8.82 Ö

'fyet beên ôetêgorized ând coded

tlled directly from a cÕmmittee's

¡pôrts- lt doesn't include paper

3rs(2)

MË OR ID

OODEN FOR

SS COMMITTEE
:601)

GOODEN T-X Expense Reimbursement

GOODEN TX Expense Reimbursement

GOODEN TX Expense Reimbursement

GOODEN TX Expense Reimbursement

GOODEN TX Expense Reimbursement

GOODEN TX Expense Reimbursement

1213112019

1?11612A19

11!2s12019

11!2012Aß

lr106/20r9

" - -"--^ 
m/.25/.:Ot9

qr

I

trsement " i_'**.--_.*i

COMMITTEE

LANCE GOODEN FOR CONGRESS
GOODEN

COMMTTEE

bAN.CE 6OOÐ'ËN'FöH'TTF}GRES$

..".TX Expense Reimbursement I . i. r, ' "

'CêFnpai$+-St€{f anclExpense Rei¡abürse¡r¡eot.¡q leße - - .- .
TX

subvendorsCOMMITTEE
McCain *"*-.---:$¿ist€;Þ.{

Õ
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?4ame, Campai$nfinancedata, Brawsedata, Uís?:ursements

Disbursements

Disbursements

Viewing

Data type: processed

2019-2020 x

Data type: processed

'þohmerf' x or

filtered results for: Clear all filters X

c00386532 x c00554113 x gohmert X or ratcliffe xor

ovauzjls x 12/3112020 x

Viewing I tila"r"d results for: Clear all filters X

LOUIE GOHMERT FOR CONGRESS COMMITTEE (C00386532) x

RATCLTFFE FOR CONGRESS (C00554113) x

0110112017 x 12/3112020 x

"reimbursemenf' x

or

"ratcliffe" x

Spender Recipie

No data available in table

Resu lts per page: 30Y

30vResu lts per page:

Showing 0 to 0 of 0 entries
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