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ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

5805 STATE BRIDGE RD - #077 
JOHNS CREEK, GEORGIA 30097 

PHONE: 770-630-5927 
FAX: 866-716-6089 
EMAIL: DCHALMERS@CPBLAWGROUP.COM 

November 24, 2019 
VIA EMAIL and US MAIL 

Jeff S. Jordan 
Assistant General Counsel 
Complaints Examination & Legal Administration 
Federal Election Commission 
1050 First Street NE 
Washington, D C 20463 

Re: Response ofNicole Rodden and Nicole Rodden for Congress, Inc. in MUR 7652 

Dear Mr. Jordan: 

This letter is submitted on behalf ofNicole Rodden and Nicole Rodden for Congress, Inc. 
(the "Campaign Committee" and, collectively with Nicole Rodden, "Respondents") in response 
to the Complaint (the "Complaint") filed by William Perry of Georgia Ethics Watchdogs on or 
about October 10, 2018 in the matter designated by the Commission as MUR 7652. For the 
reasons set forth herein, Respondents deny the allegations in the Complaint, and deny that they 
have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (the "Act"). 

As an initial matter, the Campaign Committee has not yet received a copy of the 
Complaint from the Commission. It is my understanding from our conversation last week that a 
copy of the Complaint was mailed to the Campaign Committee at a PO Box in Marietta, 
Georgia. It has apparently not yet been received. Going forward, please direct to my attention at 
the address above any correspondence for Respondents, or for Mr. Robert Rodden, in this matter. 

The issue set forth in the Complaint was the subject of a Request for Additional 
Information (" RFAI") sent by the Commission to Paul Kilgore, Treasurer of the Campaign 
Committee, on August 27, 2019. See Exhibit 1 hereto. On October 1, 2019, the Rodden 
Campaign, through the undersigned counsel, provided a response to the RFAI (the "Response"). 
See Exhibit 2 attached hereto. The Response explains the factual background on this issue and 
the Rodden Campaign's resolution of it. Mr. Perry was apparently not aware that either the RFAI 
or the Response were posted on the Commission's website before he filed his Complaint. 

The Response is incorporated herein by reference as Respondents' response to the 
Complaint in MUR 7652. We trust it completely addresses the allegations in the Complaint. 
Respondents have not violated the Act, and they respectfully request that the Commission 
promptly dismiss the Complaint. Respondents also expressly reserve all defenses under the law. 
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Please note that, for reasons entirely unrelated to the Complaint, Nicole Rodden has 
suspended her campaign for Congress. 

If you have any questions or need any additional information, please let me know. Thank 
you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Isl Douglas Chalmers, Jr. 

Douglas Chalmers, Jr. 
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
1050 First Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20463 

STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF COUNSEL 
Provide one form for each Respondent/Witness 

EMAIL cela@fec.gov FAX 202-219-3923 

AR/MUR/RR/P-MUR# _;--.....Z-6.......)_<...~)----

Name ofCounsel: ,Q{Jv 7Cc. r Ct~lv41erJ" J /. 

Firm: Ck.c./mQc( + 11-d~t!<•l LL( 
I') 'i ( ) ' Address: .rf'. o., (~ I.Jc-' ~c (...,_ 

:Ji.1 hMJ Ccee/r bit 3ooC7/J
C 

Office#: ___________ Fax#: _____________ 

Mobile#: 

E-mail: ___J'-'-'=--c._h'-'-{j,-(-'--'r11..,_G=-.,__r'..__[..pe'"'--;,_,.~e-=J,_/_G.._t.v..;.....~-c-//""'"'1-e--,_C"-'V½~~-------

The above-named individual and/or firm is hereby designated as my counsel and is authorized to receive any 
norifio,tions ,nd otho, cCT::Q__from th, Commission ond to ,ct on ,ny bohalfbofore tho Commission. 

11/4~/J.q [Sign-,~t.:e !rt~~.~;-
Pc. kl / (NlE-•.7~1~-~c~'P7~in-t)________ 

1ttee Name/ Company Name/Individual Named in Notification Letter) 

Mailing Address: __......e'--"'IJ._i_....,bc....,.(l....,.X__~~l._(.)_· _"t~tf~-----------­
(Please Print) 

kre/1-d-k., r 

Home#: ____________ Mobile#: ____________ 

Office#: Fax#: 

E-mail: --~J2............... ..............(eti1...,...l@~l,-d-,.<,j~i~a&J-L~~(d]/)1v~_P+-(____ 

This form relates 10 a Federal Election Commission matter that is subject to the confidentiality provisions of52 U.S.C. § 30109(aX12)(A). 
This section prohibits making public any notification or investigation conducted by the Federal Election Commission without the express 
written consent ofthe person under investigation. 

Rev. 201& 
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
1050 First Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20463 

STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF COUNSEL 
Provide one form for each Respondent/Witnl(SS 

EMAIL cela@fec.gov FAX 202-219-3923 

AR/MUR/RR/P-MUR# _ ,,......., ___6__)_2..____ 

Name of Counsel: _ ,a(/.:,?fc.. S-

Finn: ______,,(-.Llh..... "'-=<-:..t.c. r_.....;-i,__--'-A=d:=1 
_e,...,_[__.111 ..... "'.,_,,....._.,.._r_ __,L=--'-l--==('--______ 
1 

Address: ___ O . ... ,, _...,,_{-'-'l)r.....,_:...:.. l":..-___,J'--' =t-J_G=-_//_.;.-')__..,,..Y,'""'J?~.._.,.,_)_..._ (-.J..'-Afe~ --~.,_. '(=.1~'---- _ 

:J·iJ h"" Ccee/t bit 3oot:r-?C 

Offi.ce#; ___________ Fax#: _____________ 

Mobile#: 

E-mail: __ ;'_,.(...;..h_...v-e.....;l;..:.M=.=l::!;;.r.([.....,e ..___.{,;...j ........._____;:J_,_ .... ....1 .f...t.::.;.._;l..:":...:lv=-...:']:;....C,-/--=i,.t~'-,__._Ct./vz.-~-------­

The above-named individual and/or finn is hereby designated as my counsel and is authorized to receive any 
notifications and other communications from the Commission and to act on my behalfbefore the Commission. 

(Signatue-spondent/Agent/Treasurer) Title 

ci c. u fe f<vJl ~"' 
(Name- Please Print) 

RESPONDENT; 
(Please print Comn ttee Name/ Company Name/Individual Named in Notification Letter) 

Mailing Address: ___,t.,f_.:>L. "J 4 __ ~e,~(j_.s..i~~l:,,:..,Y 1L..,;Z ' 1-'-'J>~--------
(Please Print) • 

/l{ Cl r ;(> -+k 
Home#: ____________ Mobile#: ____________ 

Office#: ____________ Fax#: _____________ 

E-mail; -----''"-_,_;....::.. --+~ :...:c l __, "-!..>JJ...;:;-t:'..J.( _ _p~'-1}<...;.·~--'c...,cA<=-'J=d -P ,,.!/":J=,= {...,,LLft(k ____ ____ 

Thi3 form relates 10 a Federal Election Commission matter that i~ 5Ubjcct to the confidentiality provisions of52 U.S.C. § 30109(aX12)(A). 
-This section prohibits making public any notification or investigation conducted by the Federal Election Commlssion without the express 
written consent ofthe person under investigation. 

Rev.2018 

MUR765200024

mailto:cela@fec.gov


EXHIBIT 1 

RFAI 

MUR765200025



RQ-2~-o<"~'!,i:~ FEDERALELECTION COMMISSION 
~~ r,,,
w& ""' 

-ro!?JirEs ot 11~ 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20463 

August 27, 2019 

PAUL KILGORE. TREASURER 

NICOLE RODDEN FOR CONGRESS, INC. 

POBOX72048 

MARIETTA, GA 30007 Response Due Date 

IDENTIFICATION NUMBER: C007076I2 
10/01/2019 

REFERENCE: JULY QUARTERLY REPORT (04/01 /2019 - 06/30/2019) 

Dear Treasurer: 

This letter is prompted by the Commission's preliminary review of the report referenced 
above. This notice requests information essential to full public disclosure of your federal 
election campaign finances. Failure to adequately respond by the response date 
noted above could result in an audit or enforcement action. Additional infonnation 
is needed for the following l item(s): 

1. Schedule A of your report discloses one or more contributions that appear to 
exceed the limits set forth in the Act (see attached). An individual, including a 
candidate's spouse. may not make contributions to a candidate for federal office 
in excess of $2,800 per election. The term "contribution" includes any gift, 
subscription, loan, advance, or deposit of money or anything of value made 
by any person for the purpose of influencing any election for federal office. 
(52 U.S.C. § 301l6(a) and (f) (formerly 2 U.S.C. § 44la{a) and (f)); 11 CFR § 
100.52) 

While it is permissible for a candidate to obtain a loan on which his or her 
spouse's signature is required when jointly owned assets are used as collateral or 
security for the loan, the value of the candidate's share of the property must equal 
or exceed the amount of the loan. If the value of the candidate's share of the 
property is less than the amount of the loan. the difference between the amount 
of the Joan and the value of the candidate's share of the property is considered a 
contribution from the candidate's spouse. This amount cannot exceed the limits 
for contributions from individuals. (I I CFR § 100.52 (b)(3) and (4)) 

If any apparently excessive contribution in question was incompletely or 
incorrectly disclosed, you must amend your original report with the clarifying 
information. 

Altematively, the funds can be retained if. within 60 days of receipt, the 
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excessive amount was properly designated for a different election. An excessive 
contribution is considered properly redesignated if ( 1) the committee obtains 
signed written documentation from the contributor(s) authorizing the 
redesignation of the contribution for another election. provided that the new 
designation does not exceed the limitations on contributions made with respect 
to that election; or (2) the committee redesignates by presumption the excessive 
portion of the contribution for another election. provided that the new 
designation does not exceed the limitations on contributions made with respect 
to that election. In this case. the treasurer must notify the contributor of the 
redesignation in writing within 60 days of the treasurer's receipt of the 
contribution. The notification must give the contributor an opportunity to request 
a refund. (1 1 CFR § 11 0.l(b)(5)(ii)(B)) 

A contribution can only be redesignated to a previous election to the extent that 
the contribution does not exceed the committee's net debts outstanding for that 
election. ( 11 CFR § 110.1(b)(3 )(i)) 

If the foregoing conditions for redesignations are not met within 60 days of 
receipt. the excessive amount must be refunded. ( 11 CFR § I 03.3(b )(I)) 

If you have not already done so. please inform the Commission of your 
corrective action immediately in writing and provide photocopies of any refund 
checks and/or letters redesignating the contributions in question. Refunds are 
reported on Line 20(a), (b), or (c). as applicable, of the Detailed Summary Page 
and on a supporting Schedule B of the repo1t covering the period in which they 
are made. Redesignations are reported as memo entries on Schedule A of the 
report covering the period in which the authorization for the redesignation is 
received. (11 CFR § 104.8(d)(2), (3) and (4)) 

Although the Commission may take further legal action concerning the 
acceptance of excessive contributions, your prompt action to refund or 
redesignate the excessive amount will be taken into consideration. 

2. Your report fails to provide proper election designations for contributions 
disclosed on Schedule A supporting Line(s) I l(a)(i). Authorized committees 
should indicate the election for which the contribution was designated. If no 
election is designated, the contribution is applied to the next election for the 
federal office the candidate is seeking after the contribution date. Please be 
advised that incorrect election designations may result in excessive or 
impermissible contributions. Please amend your report to clarify election 
designations "02019, Runoff'' (I I CFR §§ 110.1(b) and l 10.2(b)) 
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PJease note, you wiH not receive an additional notice from the Commission on this 
matter. Adequate responses must be received by the Commission on or before the due 
date noted above to be taken into consideration in determining whether audit action will 
be initiated. Failure to comply with the provisions of the Act may also result in an 
enforcement action against the committee. Any response submitted by your committee 
will be placed on the public record and will be considered by the Commission prior to 
taking enforcement action. Requests for extensions of time in which to respond will 
not be considered. 

Electronic filers must file amendments (to include statements, designations and reports) 
in an electronic format and must submit an amended report in its entirety, rather than just 
those portions of the report that are being amended. For additional information about the 
report review process or specific filing information for your committee type, please visit 
http://transition.fec.gov/rad/. If you should have any questions regarding this matter or 
wish to verify the adequacy of your response, please contact me on our to\1 free number 
(800) 424-9530 (at the prompt press 5 to reach the Reports Analysis Division) or my 
local number (202) 694-1171. 

Sincerely, 

Jessica Grainger 
Sr. Campaign Finance & Reviewing Analyst 
Reports Analysis Division 
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Nicole Rodden for Congress, Inc. (C00707612) 
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MISCELLANEOUS TEXT (FEC Form 99) PAGE 1 / 1 

NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full) 
Nicole Rodden for Congress 

FEC IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

C00707612 

Mailing Address PO Box 72048 

City State ZIP Code 
Marietta GA 30007-2048 

CHALMERS & ADAMS, LLC 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
5805 STATE BRIDGE ROAD #G77 
JOHNS CREEK, GEORGIA 30097 
PHONE: 770-630-5927 
EMAIL: dchalmers@cpblawgroup.com 

September 25, 2019 

Jessica Grainger 
Sr. Campaign Finance & Reviewing Analyst 
Reports Analysis Division 
Federal Election Commission 
Washington, DC 20463 

Dear Ms. Grainger: 

This law firm represents Nicole Rodden for Congress, Inc. (C00707612)(the "Committee"). On behalf of the Committee, 
this responds to your request for additional information (RFAI) dated August 27, 2019. 

(1) Loan to Campaign. The first issue referenced in the RFAI concerns the $100,000 loan that was listed on the 
Committee's July 2019 quarterly disclosure report as being from Robert Rodden, the candidate's spouse. This loan was 
actually made almost entirely from personal funds of the candidate Nicole Rodden. An amended report will be filed 
shortly to correct the reporting of this loan. 

By way of explanation, on or about June 18, 2019 the candidate transferred $88,719.53 from a personal investment 
account, which was in her name only, to a joint checking account held with her husband. This transfer was done for the 
purposes of financing the loan to the campaign. On or about June 30, 2019, the joint checking account loaned these 
personal funds of the candidate, plus an additional $11,280.47, to the Committee. At the time that the loan was made, 
the joint checking account had a balance of $108,303.88. Setting aside the $88,719.53 that had been transferred in 
from the candidate, there was $19,584.35 available for this loan. Pursuant to 11 C.F.R.C. 100.33(c), one half of that 
amount, or $9,792.18, is considered personal assets of the candidate. The balance of $1,488.29 that was also loaned 
would be considered personal assets of the candidate's spouse. That amount is well within the contribution limits for 
the 2020 primary election. 

Accordingly, the Committee will file an amendment to its July quarterly disclosure report to confirm that $98,511.71 was 
a loan to the Committee from the candidate's personal funds, and $1,488.29 was a contribution from the candidate's 
spouse. 

(2) Election Designations. The RFAI also notes that two contributions were inadvertently allocated to a 2019 Runoff 
election. The amended disclosure report that is being filed will correct these two election designations. 

We believe that this adequately addresses all of the issues set out in the RFAI, but if you have additional questions 
please do not hesitate to contact me at your convenience. Please note that, out of an abundance of caution, the 
Committee hereby reserves all available defenses under applicable law. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Douglas Chalmers, Jr. 

MUR765200031

https://1,488.29
https://98,511.71
https://1,488.29
https://9,792.18
https://19,584.35
https://88,719.53
https://108,303.88
https://11,280.47
https://88,719.53
mailto:dchalmers@cpblawgroup.com



