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BEFORE THE 

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMlSSJOt-f~; ~:; •~ - ~ 

OFTHE 

UN ITED STATES OF AMERICA 

In the Matter of: 

National Legal and Policy Center 

v. 

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 

Brand New Congress (C006138 10) 

Isra Allison 

Brand New Congress LLC 

Saikat Chakrabarti 
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Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez for Congress (C0063959l) 

Justice Democrats (C00630665) 

Alexandra Rojas 

Complaint 
National Legal and Policy Center, a corporation organized and existing under the District 

of Columbia Non-Profit Corporation Act and having its offices and principal place of business al 
I07 Park Washington Court, Falls Church, Va. 22046, files Lhis complaint with the Federal 
Election Commission purs uant to 2 USC 434(b)(5), (6) ·11 CFR 104.3(b)(4)(i), (v i); 104.9(a), (b) 
(politica l committees). 

The primary purpose of the National Legal and Policy Center , a charitable and 
educational organization described in section 50 I (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, is to foster 
and promote ethics in govern ment and public life. 

Respondents include an individual candidate for federnl office, a federal candidate 
campaign committee and its treasurer, an unauthorized committee and its treasurer , the federa l 
candidate's chief of staff and an LLC run by the chief of staff. The complaint documents an 
elaborate scheme to avoid proper disclosure of campaign expenditures in accordance with 2 USC 
434(b)(5) , (6) 11 CFR l04.3 (b)(4)(i), (vi); 104.9(a), (b) (poli tical committees). 
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Respondents 

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 229 Cannon HOB , Washington , DC 20515 

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez for Congress PO Box 680080, Corona, NY I 1368 

Frank Llewellyn (Treasurer for Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez for Congress) , PO Box 680080, 
Corona, NY 11 368 

Brand New Congress (C006 138JO) 2830 Wesley Avenue, Charlotte, NC 28205 

lsra A ll ison (Treasurer fo r Brand New Congress) 2930 Wesley Avenue. Charlotte, C 28205 

Brand New Congress LLC 71 4 S. Gay St., Knoxville , Tn. 37902 

Brand New Campaign LLC714 S. Gay St., Knoxville , Tn. 37902 

Saikat Chakrabarti (Chief of Staff for Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez) 229 Cannon HOB, 
Washington, DC 20515 

Justice Democrats (C00630665) PO Box 910, Knoxvi lle, Tn. 37902 

A lexandra Rojas (Treasurer for Justice Democrats) PO Box 910, Knoxville, Tn . 37902 

Facts 

The facts supporting this complaint are all taken from materials publicly available , 
including Federal Election Commission records. All material facts relied upon in this complaint 
are ci ted as to their source. 

On April 5• 2016, Brand New Congress PAC filed a statement of Organization with the 
Federal Election Commission . See Exhibit 1. On its website, Brand New Congress PAC states 
that it was founded " to recruit candidates who were not thinking about running already and to 
actually fully run all of their campaigns as if it was one big presidential race." 

Respondent Saikat C hakrabarti was one of the founders of Brand New Congress PAC. 
Most of the money it rai sed was paid to Brand New Campaign LLC, not to be confused with 
Brand ew Congress, LLC. Brand New Campaign LLC used the same address at which 
Chakrabarti was paid by the Bernie 2016 committee in 2016. See Exhibits 2and 3. 

According to FEC filings, Brand New Congress PAC raised $252,562.56 in the 2016 
cycle. Nearly 90% of that money came in the form of unitemized contributions, yet no expenses 
were di sclosed by Brand New Congress PAC for fundrais ing , administrative expenses , travel , 
communications, or staff salary. 

On its website, Justi ce Democrats states Justice Democrats was formed on January 9• 
2017 in partnership with Saikat Chakrabarti and Brand New Congress LLC to "get a campaign 
going from Oto 60 in a very sbort period of time and extremely cheaply." See Exhibit 4. 

Ten campaigns were launched by Jus tice Democrats in April of20l7 through Brand New 
Congress LLC. Brand New Congress PAC, and Justi ce Democrats continued running campaigns 
for federal candidates through the 2018 electi ons cycle. 

Brand New Congress LLC's apparent role in this endeavor was to act as a conduit for 
money raised by federal candidates, Brand New Congress PAC, and Justice Democrats PAC 
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throughout this pe riod . Brand New Congress LLC employed all of the staffers working for 
federa l campaigns throughout the country during the 20 18 cycle. Yet none of the work was 
disclosed by Brand New Congress PAC, Justice Democrats PAC, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez for 
Congress or any of the other federal campaigns being run by Brand New Congress LLC. 

A search of all 50 states could not confirm the existence of Brand New Congress LLC as 
an incorporated entity. National Legal and Policy Center was able to confirm Brand New 
Congress exists as a 527 , but no contribution or expenditure reports has been filed to date with 
the IRS. 

Apparent Violations 

Complainant National Legal and Policy Center has found reason to believe Respondents 
knowingly and will fully violated 2 U.S.C. 434(b)(5)(A). The Federal Election Campaign Act of 
1971 , as amended, requi res each treasurer of a political committee to file reports of receipts and 
disbursements in accordance with the provisions of the Act. 2 U .S .C. 434(a) . With respect to 
disbursements, the reports must include, among other things, the total amount of all 
disbursements and all disbursements fo r expenditures made to meet candidate or committee 
operating expenses. 2 U.S.C. 434(b)(4)(a). The report of disbursement must include the name 
and address of each: 

person to whom an expenditure in an. aggregate amount or value in excess of$200 within 
the calendar year is made by the reporting commiuee 10 meei a candidate or committee 
operating expense, together with the date, am.owit, and purpose ofsuch operaling 
expenditure. 

Accordin g to FEC filings, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez for Congress disbursed $ 18,720.86 
to Brand New Congress LLC for "strategic consulting" in the 2018 election cycle . 

According to FEC filings, Justice Democrats PAC di sbursed $605 ,849.12 for "strategic 
consul ting" to Brand New Congress LLC in the 2018 election cycle. 

According to FEC fi lings , Brand New Congress PAC disbursed $261,165.18 to Brand 
New Congress LLC fo r "strategic consulting" in the 2018 election cycle. 

It appears ''strategic consulting" was a mischaracterization of a wide range of activities 
that should have been re ported ind ividually. Jn fact. Sai kat Chakrabarti stated on national 
television on May 19, 2016 that Brand New Congress LLC created the campaign infrastructure 
and ran all of the fundraising and volunteering operations for the campaigns. In hi s own words 
concerning Brand New Congress, "Campaign infrastructure and fundrni sing is set aside from the 
candidates." 

A post dated May 8, 2018 on the Justice Democrats website (Exhibit 4) went further to 
say , "we created Brand New Congress, LLC to keep things si mple. we put all our staff in that 
LLC and had it act as the vendor for both the PAC and all the candidates." The actual vendors, 
staff, and fundraising expenses were not disclosed. Brand New Congress LLC was simply a 
cutout. 

A cursory look at soc ial media and Respondent's websites revea ls examples of significant 
campaign work performed for federal candidates or PAC's that have no corresponding 
expenditures on disclosure forms. For instance: 

• On June 24, 2017 , Brand New Congress announced they created a "20 ,000 person 
national door knocking and phone canvassing campaign." See Exhibit 5. 
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• On October 14, 20 18. Brand New Congress hosted an organizing rally at T he 
Sanctuary in McKinney, Texas for federal candidate Lorie Burch. See Exhibit 6. 

• On October 13 , 2018, Brand New Congress hosted an orga ni zing rall y at 
Armadillo Ale Works in Denton, Texas for federa l cand idate Linsey Fagan . See 
Exhibit 7 . 

• On June 27, 2017, Brand New Congress announced they organi zed the 
"#KnockDowntheHouse" event where , ''thotisands of people lea rned first-hand 
about Brand ew Congress candidates this weekend thanks to hundreds of 
volunteers who knocked on more than 6,300 doors from Seattle to Charl eston, 
New York to Houston, Illinois to Arkansas ." See Exhibi t 8. 

• On August 9,2017, Brand New Congress PAC announced they were a "premier 
sponsor for the Netroots Nation 20 17 conference." See Exhibit 9. 

Respondent's actions appear to be coordinated . From the Justi ce Democrats May 8, 20 18 
website posting: 

Justice Democrats started off running full campaigns for candidates and the only way to 
do that legally is with a vendor. Therefore, since the entire staffofJD was within that 
vendor, there are Large expenditures to Brand New Congress, LLC in 2017. We've since 
moved to a mix ofcandidates and therefore are able to do this work through a fee-for
service model through Justice Democrats PAC. AIL JD staffnow work direczly for JD and 
their salaries are published in our latest FEC reports. 

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez was a board member of Justice Democrats when money was 
being dis bursed to Brand New Congress LLC. Rep . Ocasio-Cortez spoke at the Netroots 
National 2017 event , of which Brand New Congress PAC was a premier sponsor . This event 
gave unknown candidate Ocasio-Cortez much needed ex posure. Following the 2018 e lection , 
Charkrabarti became Rep . Ocasio-Cortez's Chief of Staff. 

Conclusion 

Complainant National Lega l and Policy Center is asking the Commission to conduct an 
invesciga lion , including a n audit of named respondent committees , in accordance with the 
Federal Election Campaig n Act of 197 1, as amended , for the purpose of identifying expenditures 
by Brand New Congress, LLC that were made in connection with Congressional elections in 
20 18. 

It appears that Respondents orchestrated an extens ive off-the-books operation to make 
hundreds of thousands of dollars of expenditures in s upport of multiple candidates for federa l 
office. The relationship between the Res pondents appears to be incestuous, wilh the li kelihood 
that they were aware, or should have been aware, of lhe sweeping and apparently illega l nature 
of the enterprise. 

Disclosure of receipts and expenditures is the heart of the Federal Election Campaign 
Act. Failure to enforce the di sclosure provisions of the Act would render it meaningless. 

The Commission has taken action when presented wi th similar circumstances in the past. 
See MUR 4872 (Jenkins) , MUR 6724 (Bachmann for President et al), and MUR 3847 
(S tockman). In all three cases, cutouts were used to hide the true destination of money disbursed 
to influence federa l e lections . 
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Complainant , upon information and belief, swears under pena lty of pe1jury that the 
statements and facts of this complaint are true and correct to the best of his kno wledge and 
belief. 

Peter Flaherty, Chairman 
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EXHIBIT 1 
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04/05/2016 11 : 30 
Image# 201604059012223244 

r 
FEC 

FORM 1 

STATEMENT OF 
ORGANIZATION 

PAGE1f4 7 

Oftlcs Use 0111 

1, NAME OF (Check If name Example:11 typing, type 12FE4MS 
COMMITTEE (in full) is changed) over the llnes. 

I I I I I I l l I f 

ADDRESS (number and street) 

◄ (Check If address 
is changed) 

I ! J 

(0 Box 416 
I I I t 

I I I 

lCrane 
. I I I I 

CITY • 

I I 

ttJ 
STATE a 

65633 
1........,.......,____, _.I -1 ~....1~---

z1p CODEA 

CO MITTEE'S E-MAIL ADDRESS 

◄ (Check If address 
s changed) I I 

Optional Second E-Mail Address 

l ! ! 1 I I 1 1 1 I I 1 I t 

I I 

1 j j I 

COMMITTEE'S WEB PAGE ADDRESS (URL) 

◄ (Check If address Ibrandnewcongress.org 

Is changed) I I I I I h I I I 

I I I I 

2. DATE 04 
D 0 

05 
. 

2016 
' 

3. FEC IDENTIFICATION NUMBER ► C C00613810 

4. IS THIS STATEMENT X NEW (N) OR AMENDED (A) 

1 certify that I have examined this Statement and lo the best ol my knowledge and belief it is true, correct and complete . 

Type or Print Name ot Treasurer Zack E_xl_ey_______________________________ 

),ti t ( ll O I • ( ~ V 

Signature of Treasurer [Electronicallt Filed] Date 04 05 201 6 

NOTE· Submission of false, erroneous, or incomplete Information may subject the person signing this Statement to the penalties of 2 U.S.C. §437g. 

ANY CHANGE IN INFORMATION SHOULD BE REPORTED WITHIN 10 DAYS. 

Office For further lnlormallon conlact: FEC FORM 1Federal 8ectlon CommissionUse 
Toll Free 800•424-9530 (Revised 06/2012) 

Only _JLocal 202-694-1100 L 

MUR757500007



5 

Image# 201604059012223245 

r 7 
FEC Form 1 (Revised 02/2009) Page 2 

TYPE OF COMMITTEE 

Candidate Committee: 

(a) This committee Is a princlpal campaign committee. {Complele the candidate lnlormation below.) 

(b) This committee Is an authorlLed committee, and is NOT a principal campaign commiI1ee. (Complete the candidate 

Information below.) 

Name of 
Candidate I I I I I I I 1 I ! I 

Candidate Ofllce State 
Party Affiliation Sought: House Senate President 

District 

(c) This committee supports/opposes only one candidate, and Is NOT an authorized comminee. 

Name ot 
Candidate I II 

I I 

Party Committee: 
(National, State (Democratic, 

(d) This committee Is a or subordinate) committee of the Republican, etc.) Party. 

Polltlcal Action Committee (PAC) : 

(e) This committee ls a separate segregated fund. (Identify connected organization on fine 6.) Its connected organization is a: 

Corporation Corporation w/o Capita l Stock Labor Organization 

embershlp Organization Trade Association Cooperative 

In addition, this committee is a LobbyisUAeglstrant PAC. 

(I) This committee supports/opposes more than one Federal candidate, and s NOT a separate segregated fund or partyX 
committee. (i.e., nonconnecied committee) 

In addition, this committee is a Lobbyist/Registrant PAC . 

.In addition, this committee is a Leadership PAC. (Identify sponsor on line 6.) 

Joint Fundralslng Representative: 

(g) This commiUee collects contributions, pays rundralslng expenses and disburses net proceeds tor Iwo or more political 
committees/organiza tions, al least one ol which is an author zed committee of a federal candidate. 

(h) This committee collecIs contributions. pays lundralsing expenses and disburses net pioceeds for two or more political 
committees/organizations, none of whieh ls an authorized comrniuee of a federal candidete. 

Committees Participating in Joint Fundraiser 

! FEC ID number C1, I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
I FEC JD number C2, I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

3. I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I FEC ID number C 

4. l I I I I I I I I I j I I I j I I I I I I I FEC ID number C 

L _J 
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Image# 201604059012223246 

r 7 
FE.C Form , (Revised 02/2009) Page 3 

Write or lype Committee N11rne 

Brand New Congress 
6. Name of Any Connected Organization, Affiliated Commlnee, Joint Fundraising Representative, or Le dership PAC Sponsor 

INo7 I l I I I I I I I I I I I l I l I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I l I I l I I I I I I 
I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
Mailing Address I I I I I I l I I l I I ! I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

I I I I J I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
I I I I I I I I I I I I I I l I I I I LJ ._I ....1~1.__.____._1_.I - I I I I J 

CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

Connected Organization Affiliated Comm·uee Joint undraising Reprcsenla!Jve Leadership PAC ponsor 

7. Custodian of Record : Identify by name. address (phone number •· op11onal) and posIoon or the person 1n possession o comm11tee 
books and r cortls . 

Carrie Olson 
Full Name I I I I I I I I I 

11408 Grant SI 
Ma1hng Address . I I I I I 

Il I I I I 

IBerkeey 194703 
. I I I ~ I I 1-1 

T1Ue or Pos uon CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

I I Telephone number 1- 1 I I 1-1 II ' 

8. Treasurer: Li t the ame and address (phone number •· op1lonal) or the treasurer or the commi tee: and the name ano address of 
any designated agent (e.g.. assli.tant 1reasurer). 

zac1< EKley 

of Troasurer I I I I I I I I I 
Full Ndme 

IPOBox416 
Mailing Address I I I I I I I j I I I 

I I I 

ICrane 
. I I ~ J-~I~i-•~ 

CITY STATE ZIP COD 
Ti1 or PositionITreasurer 

I I I I Telephone number l.i..i.J - I I I I - ~I_._..,__~I ~I 
L _J 

MUR757500009



9 

Image# 2D1604059012223247 

r 7 
FEC Form 1 (Revised 02/2009) !'age 4 

Full Name of 
0e~19na1ed 
Agent 

Mailing Address I I 

I I 

w ...__.__.__.............__.I ._I_,__.__.___. 
CITY STATE ZJP CODE 

Til le or Position 

Te epnone number' I I I I I 

Banks or Other Depositories: List all banks or other depositories in which the committee deposits funds. holds accounts. rents 
safety deposit boxes or maintains funds 

Nam or Bank, Depo ltory. etc, 

Malling Address 

ISan Francisco 
I I I I I rn 

CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

Name or Bank. Depository, etc. 

Malling Address I II ' 

I I r I 

LJ 
CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

L _J 
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Image# 201 607139020444100 

SCHEDULE B (FEC Form 3X) FOR LI E NUMBER: I PAGE 11 OF 11 

ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS Use separate schedute(s) (check only one) 
ror each category of the 

~21b R22 R23 R24 R25 R26Detailed Summary Page 
27 28a 28b 26c 29 30b 

Any information copied from such Reports and S1a1ements may no1 be sold or used by any person tor the purpose of soliciting conll'ib hons 
or lor commercial purposes, other than LJsing the name and address of any political commlUee to solicit contributions from such commltlee. 

) 'AME OF COMMITTEE I• F,11) 

BRAND NEW CONGRESS 

Full Name (LaS1, Rrs1, Middle lnlllal} 

A. ActBlue Technical Services Date ol Disbursement 

[' • V ' • 
Mailing Address 366 Summer Street 06 30 2016 

Crty Slate Zip Code 
TransactJon ID : $B21B.5007 

SomersvIlle MA 02114 
Purpose o t Disbursement 
Credit Card Processing Charges Amount of Each Disbursement this Per10d 

cana,oate Narne 
Category/ 3379 01

Type ' I 

Ofllce Sough!: j IHouse Disbursemen1 for: 

Senate r-·-7Primary J l General 
President j Otner (speclty) ... 

Slate; D1s1flct : 

Full ame (Last, Firs1, Middle lnrtial} 

B. Brand New Campaign LLC Date of Disbursement 

.. ' • ' . 
Mailing Address 57 Christopher St 05 17 20 6 

City Stale Zip Code 
Transaction ID : SB21 B.5002 

New York NY 10114 
Purpose or IJIS0ursemenl 

Sir tegic Consulting Amounl of Each D1s bursamen1 this Period 

CanaIaate Name 
Category/ 10000.00 

Type I ' orrte sougnt: .I House Disbursement For: 

Senate 1lPrimary D General 
,_ President Other (specily) ..,, 

State: )islrlct: 

Full ame (Last, Firsl, Middle Initial) 

c. Brand New Campaign LLC Date of Disbursement 

• " 0 ' ' • V ' 
Mailing Address fi1 Chnstopner St 06 17 2016 

City State Zip Code 

New York NY 1011 4 
Transaction ID : S8218.5004 

Purpose of Disbursement 
Strategic Consulting 

Amoun1 of Each Disbursement t Is Period 
Canu,ua1e Name 

Category/ 
10000_00Type 

' . 
011tce sovght: 

I
IHouse Dlsbu1'3ement For: 

Senate IJPrimary j j General 

President Other (specity) ... 
State: Dis tnct: 

SUBTOTAL of Disbursements This Page (opllonal) .... -............................................. _. , ..•... -.. .... 
► 

23379.0 

TOTAL This Period (last page this Ii e number only) ..............._.......... __ ............ __ __ ______ ,._____,,, .. 
► 

23379.01 
I ' 

Fl:6AN026 FEC SchacMe B (Form 3X) Rev. 121201 5 
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lmagel 201606149017899118 

r:SCHEDULE B-P 
FOR LINE NUMBER: IPAGE318483/319900

Use separate schedule(s) (check only one) 

--, 

ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS for each category of e 
~ 23 824 825 826 8 27aDetalled Summary Page 

27b 28a 28b 28c 29 

Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may no be sold or used by any person for the purpos of soliciting contribu ons 
or for commercial purposes, other than using the name end address of any polltioal committee to solicit contributions from such committee. 

) NAME OF COMMITTEE 0• F0\0 
Bernie 2016 

Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 

A. Saikat Chakrabarti Date of Disbursement 

.. M I D 0 I ' y V y 

Mailing Address 57 Christopher St 03 30 2016 

APl 48 

Crty State Zip Code Transaction ID : VPE83A 15XN7 
New York y 10014-3534 

P rpose of Disbursement 
Payrol 

Amount of Each Disbursement this Period 

Candidate Name Category/ 1073 76 Type , I 

Office Sought House Disbursement For: ~U1tl X 
Senate Primary rJ General -
President Other (specify) •-

State: Dlstrlcl ; 

FuU Name (Last, First, Middle In ial) 

B. William Chandler Date of Disbursement 

M M 0 0 , y V ' V 

Maalng Address 306Mad on Hills Blvd 03 30 2016 
Apt 1 

City s tate .i:1p 1.,00e 
Transaction ID ; VPE83A15W24 

Richmond KY 40475-8108 
Purpose of Disbursement 

Payroll 
Amount o Eac Disbursement this Period 

Candidate Name Category/ 1202.28 
Type 

' I 

Office Sought: House Oisbursoment For· 2016 X 
Senate [ Primary I General . 
President Other (specify) .., 

State: District: 

Full Name (Last, First. Middle Initial) 

c. Daphne Charette Date of Disbursement 

,. M I " n I V '( y y 

Ma, Ing Address PO Box 14227 03 30 2016 

City State Zip Code 

R1cllmond VA 23221 Transaction ID : VPE83A 165Z3 

P_urpose of Disbursement 
Payroll 

Amount of Each Disbursement this Period 
Candidate Narne Category/ 

Type 1528.22 

' 'once Sought: House Disbursement For: 2016 X 
Senate Pnmary ~ General . - Other (specify TPresident -

State: District: 

Subtotal Of Receipts This Page (optional).......... ......... ..- ...._... ..................- .......,.,_............► 

Total This Period (last page this line number only)) ................................ ............................► 

L _j 
FEC Schedule B-P (Form 3P) (Rev. 12/2015) 

0.00 
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When I tool.. at the FEC report for Justice OemocralS in 2017. why ... htt ps://j usticedems .f reshdesk .com/support/solutions/art icles/33000... 

When I look at the FEC report for Justice Democrats in 2017, why are there so 
many expenditures to "Brand New Congress"? 

Modified on: Tue, May 8, 2018 at 2:24 PM 

This is a longer answer because we'd like to be as transparent as possible about how we got started and why this is -the 

case. 

To give some context, many of the founding members of Justice Democrats also helped start Brand New Congress in 

April of 2016. At that time, the goal was not Just to endorse existing candidates who have campaigns. Our goal with 

Brand New Congress was to recruit candidates who were not thinking about running already and to actually fully run all of 

their campaigns as if it was one big presidential race. This was right after the Bernie campaign, so this was our thought 

for how to recreate that Bernie movement in a giant 400-candidate national race. This would let us have all ki_nds of 

efficiencies that come with a big national race and also, we believed, was one way we could create a national movement 

around taking over Congress. It would also, we believed, let us recruit different kinds of candidates who may not have 

had a lot of experience running campaigns but who believed in this big vision to change our country. Normally, running a 

campaign requires all kinds of ops and legal headaches, but we thought we could possibly short circuit that by having 

this big national campaign that all the candidates could plug into and one central team was doing the annoying work of 

keeping the actual campaign logistics running. That way each candidate would not have to become an expert in 

campaigns -- they would just need to be an expert in the policies and getting the message out. It was definitely a very 

new idea in the world of politics in the US (though anyone familiar with parliamentary politics in Europe would find this to 

be a very obvious idea as this is basically how new parties work there), and in hindsight was perhaps too ambitious, but 

we did believe it could be possible if we could unleash a movement similar In size to the one Bernie had just unleashed. 

Here's a video of us talking about this model on MSNBC from April of that year: https://www.youtube.com 

/watch?v=rvGtVu8gmtg (https://www.voutube.com/ watch?v=rvGtVu8gmtg) 

Legally, however, this was incredibly complicated. One thing we knew we needed to have was a Federal PAC (not a 

SuperPAC -- Federal PACs have a $5,000 donation limit, and we wanted to make sure that we had a cap on donations). 

This PAC would be necessary to do the work of policy development and candidate recruiting. So we created Brand New 

Congress as a PAC. But actually running the campaigns -- meaning doing direct work for campaigns -- is not something 

a PAC can do for a candidate for free. If a PAC did free work for a campaign, that would literally be the definition of dark 

money (technically, a PAC can 'In-kind' work like this, but we'd be capped at $5,000 worth of work). The FEC puts value 

on many kinds of campaign work (e.g. direct message consulting, writing press statements, any field work or voter 

outreach work, etc.). So, we knew that in addition to a PAC to recruit and train candidates, we needed some mechanism 

to charge the campaigns for the work we'd be doing for them as cheaply as possible while doing it all legally and 

according to FEC rules. 

We originally thought that we could set ourselves up similar to PCCC (boldprogressives.org). They do something similar, 

where the PAC is set up to do activities like training and recruiting candidates, and then they provide some campaign 

services for a fee to candidates. However, when we talked to our lawyer, he explained to us that this kind of 'fee-for

service' work has to be a small percentage of a PAC's total work. With BNC, our plan was to essentially run the full 

campaigns for the vast majority of our candidates, so we were advised that this would definitely be too much fee-for~ 

service work for a Federal PAC to do and still maintain Its status as a Federal PAC. The ONLY way to do work for multiple 

candidates legally at this scale is to create an LLC and act as a vendor. 

For that reason, we created Brand New Congress, LLC. To keep things simple, we put all our staff in that LLC and had it 

I of 3 3/3/1 9, 10:00 PM 
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When I look al the FEC report for Justice Democrats in 2017, why ... https://just icedemsJreshdcsl<.comrsupporuso, uuons,c1ru i.:1c~,.,Jvvv ... 

act as the vendor for both the PAC and all the candidates. We had in our operating agreement that the goal of the LLC 

was not to make a profit, and as such, we made our prices as low as possible while still satisfying the FEC's requirement 

that we are charging something reasonable because, again, if we weren't we would essentially be doing heavily 

discounted work for candidates and that is illegal and immoral since fighting dark money is literally what we want to do. 

To try to make this as clean as possible, we not only had the language in our operating agreement about the LLC's 

purpose, but we also made sure that Saikat Chakrabarti was the only controlling member of the LLC, and that he took no 

salary (either from the LLC, from Justice Democrats, or from Brand New Congress the PAC). Saikat is lucky to have a 

small side business that generates him enough income that he is able to do all of this work as a volunteer. 

Fast forward to January. Cenk Uygur and Kyle Kulinski approached us with the idea of starting Justice Democrats. We 

decided to partner up, so Saikat was a co-founder of Justice Democrats and we decided to keep the same structure 

because with JD, at that stage, we still wanted to recruit non-traditional candidates and give them the infrastructure to run 

their campaigns. The first 10 campaigns we launched in April had this setup -- at that stage we were not sure we'd be 

able to get to a big national campaign, but we realized that with our LLC structure we had two big advantages: 1) we were 

able to get a campaign going from O to 60 in a very short period of time and extremely cheaply and 2) we were able to 

keep DCCC consultants from taking over the campaigns. Our experience with campaigns at this stage has taught us that 

the DCCC consultants are a big part of the problem -- they push candidates to move away from progressive ideas as the 

strategy to 'win' and we all know how well that's worked for Democrats. Of course, there are good progressive campaign 

workers out there too, and so we began to make it our job to try to get as many campaigns as possible to start hiring 

these progressive workers. 

Fast forward to today. JD has moved away from the model of fully running campaigns from the bottom-up and has now 

backed a number of candidates whose campaign teams are at various stages of formation. We moved to this model for a 

few reasons: 1) An unprecedented number of progressives began running for office on their own so it started to make 

sense for us to back those candidates instead of trying to continue putting lots of effort into recruiting new candidates 

and running their full campaigns, 2) A lot of great progressive campaign workers who came out of the Bernie movement 

have continued working on campaigns, and 3) We did not ignite a movement as big as the Bernie Sanders presidential 

campaign, so our all-in-one model for running these candidates as a big national race no longer made sense. 

We still have a number of campaigns where we are doing most of the work, but we also have a number that have a large 

campaign team doing their work for them and where we help in other ways like providing organizing support or 

connecting their campaign workers with our supporters. This mix of candidates is something that started to become the 

case at around August of 2017 as tons of new progressives began running for office, so we made the decision in 

September of 2017 to move all our staff from the LLC onto Justice Democrats PAC and have moved to a aforementioned 

'fee-for-service' model in which we charge for services at-cost because it is no longer a majority of the PAC's business 

(since the majority of our campaigns don't need to rely fully on us for their work). This is the reason that when you look at 

the FEC reports for Justice Democrats from 2017, you wlll see large expenditures to Brand New Congress, LLC because 

the entire staff of Justice Democrats was working wlthin that LLC. 

TLDR: Justice Democrats started off running full campaigns for candidates and the only way to do that legally is with a 

vendor. Therefore, since the entire staff of JD was within that vendor, there are large expenditures to Brand New 

Congress, LLC in 2017. We've since moved to a mix of candidates and therefore are able to do this work through a fee

for-service model through Justice Democrats PAC. All JD staff now work directly for JD and their salaries are published in 

our latest FEC reports. 

2 of 3 3/3/19, I0:00 PM 
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Missouri a1 Hearl of Enormous National Door-Knocking Campaign for 2018 elections I Brand New Congress 

BRAND NEW CONGR ESS 

Missouri at Heart of Enormous National Door
I<nocking Campaign for 2018 Elections 
lw 1.11111 ~4- 201-1 '-:<•ws Io coinmt•nts 

l{1•spo11di1t~•, t 1> I)cnwc rut ,fon Os:-:offs dr'fcal Tuesda, n tglit in Gemgia's 61 h distrid t>lN·tion. Cori 

l\11,.,11, ,·.i1111id, h· l'o 1 \lisso111'i s tsl L'on1;rPss1on:1I l1ist11tt. ~iii !encl part nlBrand Ne\~ (.'ongn•,:-. 

,o.ooo p<'rs,m national dCJor· knorkinj!, a11d pho11c t·anvassin~ campaign on .llmt\ 24. Its aim is to 

boost hnndr !'cb or )!.1';1.-;sroot), pt ngr<'SSl\'C• l 0 ,1nd1datcs 111to ( on~rei-:.-. m 2018. 

~ l'lw dl'lt•at tt1 lrt~org1a this week snowed that the t•stahlishmc-nt Drm1Jcrat pia~•hook ol big inonry 

dnu,il ions i!' 1101 going to ~l't us bfwk into oflir<'. WP rH'ed s1rong policil'S, platforms. a 11<1 people," said 

n11:,;h. 

··111 ?\li:-:,,011ri. Wl' lll~t•d politic-inns that rc•prcscnt the 1woplt'. no pmtil. 1'111 C"hmup'onin~ Mcdi<-arc for 

,\II , t11•l\' sdio.il:.:. ,\lid rJpport11nit\ l'o1 all," said Bush "That\ why toda~ t<•ni; of t housands of people 

,1n• f><'lltrtl; out on llw dmnslep.'' 

lfrnnd \'1'\\ ( llngrC'ss is building 1nomc:11tmn for il:, populist, non-p111tis.111 platform follrming the 

n·n•nl l.l11nl'h qf' q rnndidalf'.s fo1 ,wtion,11 oft°il:1'.Tlw orgnni:r.ation, roundPd last year by former 

:-l,1r'fpr,., of tl1c· Bernie Sani!eri- carnpu i~n. 1:.: 1·n1111111ttf'<I to 1·cpairt11~ th«..• 1w11011\. 111frasl ruclun-, ,1 1111i% 

, le,1n t'tH'lh\' l'conornv. Mctl'rat'(' for All and dt'lil-frt•i• collq41,;. Bush and hel' fc•llo\\ Br:ind New 

< 'o11Rt'<'SS 1;a11didatt·~ nH rl'jcc:t corpornh• donation;-,, opting 1ml) for tndi\'idnal i;m,ill rlonaLiorn,. 

Signup Form 

Join Brand New Congress! 

SU BS CRIB E 

hllps://brandnewcongress oaglmissouri•at-hcurt-of-enonnous-national-door-kriocking-campaign-for-2018-elecuons/[3/ I /2019 12:02:20 PM] 
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MissO\m ot Heart ol Enomious Na11onal Door-Knocking Campaign for 201 8 Elections I Brand New Congress 

First Name 

Last Name 

Email * 

Zip/Postal Code * 

###-###-#### 

0 yes 

0 no 

0 Male 

0 Female 

0 Other 

0 .l'c I II Brn 1(1 N, W 

Sponsored by: 81,111d New Congress 

hnps //brandnewcongrcss.org/missouri-at-hean-of-enorrnous-national-door-knocking-campaign-for-2018-elections/(3/ tno19 12:02 20 PM) 
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Search 

Events 

Events 

Calendar 

Birthdays 

Discover 

Hosting 

OC.I Organizing Rally with Brand New Congress 
14 and Lorie Burch 

Brand New Congre 

* Interested ✓ Going 

Stmday, October 14, 2018·at 5:30 PM - 7 PM CDT 

6633 Virginia Pkwy, McKinney , TX 75071 -5513, United States 

how rJl 11 

Hosted by Brand New Congress · 

essage Hos1 

About Discussion 

17 Went · 28 Interested 

Details 

Learn about Brand New Congress' mission, challenges, successes and next 
steps. Hear from Lorie Burch and discuss what this movement means for her 

MUR757500022



and how you can help take back our democracy by volunteering on a 
campaign and helping us win in November. 

Causes 

About Brand New Congress 

Brand New Congress 

Political Organlzat1on 

Gallery 

See All Photos 
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Search 

Events 

Events 

Calendar 

Birthdays 

Discover 

Hosting 

t1( I Organizing Rally with Brand New Congress
13 and Linsey Fagan 

Brand ew Congress 

* Interested ✓ Going 

Saturday , October 13, 201 8 at 7 PM - 9 PM CDT 

Armadillo Ale Works 

,h w M p 

Hosted by Brand New Congress 

Message Host 

About Discussion 

9 Went · 19 Interested 

Details 

Learn abou1 Brand New Congress' mission , challenges, successes and next 

w.fo ·ebook.com/e enis/5 2 2502 185 328/( 11no19 12:20:37 PM) 
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;sand Linsey Fagan 

steps. Hear from Linsey Fagan and discuss what this movement means for 
her and how you can help take back our democracy by volunteering on a 
campaign and helping us win in November. 

Recent Posts 

Beth Porter Varma - With Linsey, "We will fix it." 

Pamela Gail Johnson - There's still time to join us ... 

See /\II Posts 

About Brand New Congress 

Brand New Congress 
Political Organization 

• I 

About the Venue 

Go to Page 

More Events at Armadillo Ale Works 

MAR Armadillo Ale Works Pint Night 
6 

MAI~ Dffapac City Council Candidate Forum * Interested 
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Summer of Ac1io11 kicks offwi1h #KnockDownthcHouse evcn1 I Brand New Congress 

BRAND NEW CONGRES S 

Summer of Action kicks off with 
#KnockDowntheHouse event 

Sart1h Smillt. nu,niu~ for the· Washington 9lh Dislrict, stands with vnluntC'er rnnvasi:;c•rs al the BNC 

Carnpaiin Kickoff evr.nt laH weekend. 

Tliou-,:i.1Ll:. ,,- pi-oplr learn1\d fir~l h.md ·1bout Bn11 d NC',\ ConP,r<•<;s c;inrliclatl's this Wt'C'kend thanks Lo 

hundreds of vol1111t<·cri.' who krnwked on more lhnn 6,:wo uoors lrn111 S<'allk to Chark.•,11>11, New York 

to I louslnn lllinoi<; Lo Ark,msas. Candiclatrs nnd their l:.1m·assc•rs '.dso llockec.l le ·r1idt• and otlll'r 

ev(•11l:-. lhn,1111,hout tht: v.ec:.kc·nd, connedrng with lho11snnds of 1,otP-rs in I heir dtslricts, and spreadi11A 

tlw wo1d nhottl tlwir cmnpaigns. l'c•oplr wh,1 coultln'L :Htrnd" \H·ckend r,·enl pnson WCI'<' im ilt'Cl Lo 

phorwhank instead. 

Thi:, Wt'-d<l.'IHI s cvrnt wa!i a promising sig11 for lht• 2018 piim.ir} rlcclions. Our rnrrrnt congrl!ssion;il 

rl'prrscntn th-es (nn both sides of the aisle) do n1<)1'c finger poinl ing tha II artunlly putting Lheir li n g('l'S 

011 tlw pnl1-11• of whnt their ,·onstitucnts 1·cally want-and necrl. 

Whil1• Rt•p 1l>lican:. contin11t• lo 1msh forward a "bcallhearc' bill that 'A'ill kiek at lcasr 22 million pcopk 

off of heall h 111st11·an(·e ne<·<)rding lo the latest report from the Co11gre:-isional Budgrt Office, Dcmocrnts 

din;.\ to r<,1pornte frtendl) ideals ,111d scratch Lhei, hencls wht:n they lost• elections despite Lhrowing 

millions ol' dollars al d1m;c•11 candidates. Republica111-o a11<l Democrats i11 <·ongn•ss are 011t of to11ch with 

hllps.//hrandncwcongrcss org/summer-of-ac1ion-kicks-off-with-knockdownthehouse-eve111/[3/3n0 19 5:37:14 PM) 
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umm.:r 11 f Acl!on kttks otl wtth IIKnocklJowntlu:Hou.se c\cnt I Bra•1d Ne\\ Congrc 

I t ,11 d, · " nt1~1 t :;.. 1•,111cliclal1• <111 twt ·,n·,·pl co•·1 rit ', tlC l'a~I, 1111'\' n I 011 :mall-do la1 dot .i\1011, 

lr111 1 JH , 1pJ. ,tl..1•, 1111. 'l 'IH• I\, 'l · platl,11n1 p111.· peoplv l1d(11-e prnfil:, and <,nr .· n·al •,o l11 1iow, tn 1s.·11cs 

1dah·d Lo I ·atlh :m·, 111(>1 . i1. p1,lilies, H ,., ,1hz1:1 • lhr t·com>m,, cle,111 ·n •rgy ,uul :-o m11ch more. 

I.a'-\ WC'l'kt •nd \ 11 ;1 I ionwidt' C\ '(' l ll prnved I I , a I w h[• 11 you li ,\Vl' 11 llll'ssaµ;t · l lrn l l'CSO l\ il ll's , 1woplr- wi l I 

hup · I rnnd11ewcongre · org/summer-of-a 11on-kicks-off-with-knockdo1 nlhehous ·-cvcnt/[3/3/20 I 9 5·37 14 PM] 
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Summer or Ac lion kicks olT With #KnockDownthcHouse event I Brand ew Congress 

• 
BRAND NEW CONGRESS 

www.brandnewcongress.org 

h1tps:llbrn11dncwoongres ·. orglsummer-ol~action-kick -off-w1th-knockdownthchouse-evcnu'(3/3/20 I 9 5:37. 14 PM J 
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Summer or Action kicks offwuh 1/KnockDowntheHouse event IBrand New Congress 

To 1•arn nwn• aho 11 1 Brand Ne,, ('onp,ress visil hrandnewron~rcss.or~. 

Signup Form 

Join Brand New Congress! 

SUBSCRIBE 

First Name 

Last Name 

Email * 

Zip/Postal Code * 

, r ; 1 • r n 1)1 11 tJ1 ? 

###-###-#### 
,,, 

0 yes 

0 no 

C • 

0 Male 

0 Female 

0 Other 

0 ()pt , . 10·1.pcJ.11<..:s tro,n Rt nn<l New 

\.lJ"'!I I;!:,$ 

Sponsored by: Brand New Congress 

httpsJ/brand11ewcongrcss.org/summer-o f-action-kicks-ofl~wllh-knockdownthehouse-evcnt/[3/3n0 19 5 :37: 14 PM] 
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Summer of i\c1ion kicks off wilh IIKnockDownthcHouse event I Brand New Congress 

hll ps //branoncwcongrcs.-;.org/sum111er-ol~action-kicks-off-with-knockdown1hehouse-eventll 3/3/2019 5·3 7: 14 PM j 
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Brand New Congress Candidates Head to A1lanta for Nctroots Nation Conference I Brand New Congress 

BRAND NEW CONGRESS 

Brand New Congress Candidates Head to 
Atlanta for Netroots Nation Conference 
hy I .\ug q, :.!OP I N1-•w-:] (1 ('nmnwnls 

Br rnd Nl•\, Cungrr:;,, win hl' participating in Ihis yc·ar's N1•lrools Nation. the largest anuual polttical 

oq..;,111i1,in:..; nml°t•n•rirc• in thP Umtrd Slalts. 

Tlw n·e111 l,\k<·~ pl.1('1' Imm .\ngust 10-1·1 i11,\tl.int:i and \dll i111'111'1C' trainin~. 1>a1wb and kcynot1• 

,.,p,•,,kt•r,;. 111,md '\t•1\· ( 11Jn•s.~ joi 11, llw Natiot.,11 l•d1wal111n Assm·iution, 'rtw A1'li11n Ndwork, llw 

Cl•11l<·r for C:onsli1111 im1:il l{iglils aflCI 01 hers :is a pn•n11er spomwr for th(• Nc•troot!: NnlH 111 20 l 'i' 

1ut1f,•rc·n, ,·. 

- 1"111~. C'.Olilt•rt:nl'c' lirin)!.,-, fWople lo)?,t'thrr tron1 all at·r,1ss tlw co1111try 1o ·omP roe,ether to dL<;c1tss 

><•h1tio11:, 111 th1· i!'SlH'f .\nwncans ·1n• 1:1dngtoda:h" said l':iula ,Jc•an s~wa1<•11gin, Brand New C'nn~rrss 

randtd.il<• tor l h1• l :,s St•n,111• 111 Wr!sl V1rg111ia. ··A1111:ric.i is <.:I") in)!, out fnr c,innnun sC'HH' 1,ol11tton-; on 

health n l'l', till' 1•<·01 rn 1y, immi)!.r,1Lion .111d m1'lr(> What Wt.'\·t> ,;1•1•n i~ Ihat ii W(' dn11·1 prnvidt• a11y 

;111s\\<'rs. l'nlsP proplwts lik,, l)onalcl Trnmp 1·n<l 11p 111 the· Whitt• llo11:-,t·.·· 

Swc·1rcnµ.in will lH' .ioinccl bv lhre,• otlwr Hra ncl New Conr,rcss nrndidatcs, 1111of whom I1re n1nnmg for 

Congress 111 tlw 2018 1uidH·1111s: Aclnrnn<· BC'll (TX-14). Kohb R)crse (All-0;3), and Alt•x,indrra Oea!-.io

C'ort1·z tNr-14) 

On •\11~11!-l 11, all fou1 \\ill host a panel 1llscnsi,io11 on ho1, to run a grassroots camp,tign that puts 

1u•oplc above pnrlv. 

In tlw pa1-1t, Nelrnots Nation reau1n•tl speaker:, s11cli .is St•1wtm:- l•:liznhclh Wnrrc•n, A) Franken :ind 

lk; lilt' Sand<·rs. Re'\', 1)1, \-\'1lliam BMbc•t ll, n11d Linda Sa1sour. Bnt th<· heart oftllC' eouwnt:on ar,' llH· 

pa1wl dbrusc;iom: lc\d h\· ad ivisls and politi<'H I or~ani;,ers in the fielcli; of c-rimina l justiet• reform, 

lftlllllgl'<lllOII nr,hts, H'll('W.ll>k 1•111•r~:i, . ,111d 11101e, 

All Brand New Congn•ss c:md1datcs Im,·,, connnitlcd to p11tting pcoplt• before• profit by not ln~1ing any 

n>rpnra,l' dom11 ions. 

Imps· //hrandncwcongrcss org/brand-ncw-congress-candidates-head-10-atl anla-for-nctroots-nation-con ference/f 3/3/2019 4. 5 5 :08 PM] 
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