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April 22, 2019 

SENT VIA EMAIL (CELA@FEC.GOV) 

Jeff Jordan, Esq. 
Assistant General Counsel  
Complaints Examination & Legal Administration 
Office of the General Counsel 
Federal Election Commission 
1050 First Street NE 
Washington, DC 20463 

Re: Respondents’ Supplemental Information to MUR 7561 Response 

Dear Mr. Jordan: 

MUR 7561 Respondents, Ron DeSantis for Governor Campaign, Friends of Ron 
DeSantis PAC, and Treasurer, Nancy Watkins, hereby provide the attached supplemental 
information to its Response previously submitted on February 25, 2019. 

MUR 7561 was filed by Complainant, Joseph Weinzettle, alleging that Respondents 
violated 52 U.S.C. § 30121 by accepting contributions from foreign nationals and foreign 
organizations.  The named Respondents above jointly filed a Response and wish to supplement 
that Response with the attached letters from the Florida Elections Commission dismissing and 
finding “Legally Insufficient” a state elections complaint also filed by Joseph Weinzettle 
containing similar allegations to those in MUR 7561.   

Joseph Weinzettle’s original complaint filed with the Florida Elections Commission, 
styled FEC 19-010, made multiple allegations against the Republican Party of Florida, including 
that the state party worked in concert with Respondents to MUR 7561 and “provided voter data 
from [a] survey to foreign nationals so they could suppress those likely to vote Democrat through 
their use of Twitter, and also accepted excessive contributions from foreign nationals.” The 
Florida Elections Commission found Mr. Weinzettle’s original complaint to be “Legally 
Unsufficient” and gave him an opportunity to amend, which he did. 

Mr. Weinzettle’s amended complaint made additional allegations and repeated the same 
allegations against the Republican Party of Florida, including once again that the state party 
worked with Respondents to MUR 7561 to commit violations including, “accepting foreign 
contributions, engaging in social media interaction with foreign nationals and organizations, and 
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using foreign content in campaign messaging.”  On April 10, 2019, the Florida Elections 
Commission dismissed Mr. Weinzettle’s complaint, as amended, finding that “Complainant’s 
allegations appear to be based on hearsay and conjecture.  Complainant’s allegations in his 
amended complaint do not cure the original complaint.  Complainant has provided no evidence 
to support his allegations. This case is now closed.”  Mr. Weinzettle has displayed a pattern of 
making frivolous allegations at the state and federal level against Respondents and other related 
entities. 

In supplement to the above named Respondents’ Response to MUR 7561, please find 
enclosed: 1) February 11, 2019, letter from Tim Vacarro, Executive Director of the Florida 
Elections Commission finding Joseph Weinzettle’s original FEC 19-010 complaint “Legally 
Insufficient”; and 2) April 10, 2019, letter from Tim Vacarro, Executive Director of the Florida 
Elections Commission dismissing Mr. Weinzettle’s amended FEC 19-010 complaint. 

The Commission should find no reason to believe that Respondents violated the Act or 
Commission regulations and dismiss MUR 7561. 

Sincerely, 

Benjamin J. Gibson, Esq. 
Counsel for Respondents, Ron DeSantis for 
Governor Campaign, Friends of Ron DeSantis 
PAC, and Treasurer, Nancy Watkins 
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