
 

 
 
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
Washington, DC 20463 

 
       April 4, 2023 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
Adam Clark, Esq. 
Lyn Utrecht, Esq. 
Utrecht, Kleinfeld, Fiori, Clark, Partners 
1634 Eye Street, NW, Suite 1250 
Washington, DC  20006 
aclark@up-law.com 
lutrecht@up-law.com 
 
       RE: MUR 7527 
        News for Democracy LLC 
 
Dear Mr. Clark and Ms. Utrecht: 

On October 31, 2018, the Federal Election Commission notified your client, News for 
Democracy LLC, of a complaint alleging violations of certain sections of the Federal Election 
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.  A copy of the complaint was forwarded to your client at 
that time. 

 
 Upon further review of the allegations contained in the complaint and information 
supplied by you, the Commission closed the file in this matter on February 22, 2023.  One or 
more Statements of Reason will follow. 
 
 Documents related to the case will be placed on the public record within 30 days. 
See Disclosure of Certain Documents in Enforcement and Other Matters, 81 Fed. Reg. 50,702 
(Aug. 2, 2016).     
 
 If you have any questions, please contact Elena Paoli, the attorney assigned to this matter, 
at (202) 694-1548. 
       Sincerely, 
 
      
 

 Anne B. Robinson 
       Assistant General Counsel    

MUR752700204

mailto:aclark@up-law.com
mailto:lutrecht@up-law.com

	#1 2018-10-25 Complaint (MUR 7527)
	#2 proposed redactions 2018-10-31 Notification Ltrs (MUR 7527)
	#3 2018-11-16 Ext Req with DOC (News for Democracy) (MUR 7527)
	#4 2018-12-07 Ext of Time Req-Granted (News for Democracy)(MUR 7527)
	#5 2018-11-26 Ext of Time Req & DOC News for Democracy LLC (MUR 7527)
	#6 2018-11-30 Ext of Time Granted-News for Democracy LLC (MUR 7527)
	#7 2018-12-20 Comp Resp-News for Democracy (MUR 7527)
	#8 2018-12-18 Comp-Resp News for Democracy, LLC (MUR 7527)
	#9 proposed redactions 2020-01-29 Ltrs-Status (MUR 7527)
	#10 proposed redactions 2021-03-18 Ltr-Status (News for Democracy) (MUR 7527)
	#11 proposed redactions 2021-11-03 FGCR (MUR 7527)
	MUR 7527 (News for Democracy) FGCR 11 2 21.pdf
	I.  INTRODUCTION
	II. FACTUAL BACKGROUND
	The Complaint does not examine News for Democracy’s entire ad program and instead identifies five ads to support its allegation that News for Democracy failed to register and report as a political committee.  The Complaint cited to ads on the Sounds ...
	III. LEGAL ANALYSIS
	A. Political Committee Status Allegation
	1. The Test for Political Committee Status
	2. Application of the Test for Political Committee Status to News for  Democracy
	a. Statutory Threshold
	b. Major Purpose




	MUR 7527 (News for Democracy) FLA.pdf
	FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS

	MUR 7527 (News for Democracy LLC) F&LA.pdf
	FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS


	#12 proposed redactions 2021-12-08 Memo to Comm-Errata to FGCR (MUR 7527)
	MUR 7527 (News for Democracy et al.) Errata to First General Counsel's Report.pdf
	MUR 7527 (FGCR) Final to C p 27.pdf
	MUR 7527 (News for Democracy) FLA p 26.pdf
	MUR 7527 (News for Democracy LLC) F&LA p 25.pdf

	#13 proposed redactions 2022-04-22 Ltrs-Status (MUR 7527)
	MUR 7527 (News for Democracy) Dir 68 2022 ltr.pdf
	MUR 7527 (News for Democracy llc) Dir 68 2022 ltr.pdf

	#14 proposed redactions 2022-10-18 Cert (MUR 7527)
	#15 proposed redactions 2022-11-09 Memo to Comm-Proposed CA (MUR 7527)
	MUR 7527 (News for Democracy) MTTC Approve CA.pdf
	November 9, 2022
	MEMORANDUM
	TO:  The Commission
	FROM: Lisa J. Stevenson

	MUR 7527 (NFD) Conciliation agreement.pdf

	#16 2022-11-14 Cert (MUR 7527)
	#17 proposed redactions 2022-11-15 RTB Notif-Ltr (News for Democracy) (MUR 7527)
	MUR 7527 (NFD) RTB letter ABR edits.pdf
	MUR 7527 FLA (News for Democracy) (C approved 10 18 22).pdf
	FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS

	MUR 7527 (NFD) Attachment to F&LA.pdf
	MUR 7527 (NFD) Conciliation agreement.pdf

	#18 proposed redactions 2022-11-22 Notice of Counsel & DOC (News for Democracy) (MUR 7527)
	#19 proposed redactions 2023-02-10 Memo to Comm-Accept CA (MUR 7527)
	MUR 7527 (NFD) Accept CA memo ABR edits.pdf
	February 10, 2023
	To:  The Commission
	From:  Lisa J. Stevenson

	MUR 7527 (NFD) Conciliation Agreement AC signed.pdf
	BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
	CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

	MUR 7527 (NFD) CA comparerite.pdf

	#20 2023-02-22 Cert (MUR 7527)
	#21 2023-03-08 Memo to Comm-Reopen File to Make Additional Findings (News for Democracy) (MUR 7527)
	MEMORANDUM      March 8, 2023
	TO:  The Commission
	FROM: Lisa J. Stevenson

	#22 2023-03-28 Cert (MUR 7527)
	#23 2023-04-04 Ltrs-Closing (MUR 7527)
	MUR 7527 (NFD) Closing Letter with CA.pdf
	MUR 7527 (NFD) Closing ltr with CA.pdf
	MUR 7527 (NFD) Conciliation Agreement.pdf

	MUR 7527 (NFD LLC) Closing Letter.pdf




