
October 5,2018

Federal Election Commrssron
Office of General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1050 First Street, NE
Washington, DC 20463
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To whom it may concern:

Please find an additional complaint regarding impermissible coordination by Lancaster Stands
Up (Common Defense / Beyond the Choir Action Fund) and the Jess King for Congress
Campaign. Thank you for your attention to this matter. ./
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Michael Stoll, Executive Director
Republican Party of Pennsylvania
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BEFORE THE

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

Michael Stoll, Executive Director

Republican Party of Pennsylvania

I 12 State Street

Harrisburg, PA 17101

Complainant,

Lancaster Stands Up

15 N Lime Street

Lancaster, PA17602

Common Defense / Beyond the Choir Actiøn Fund and Perry O'Brien, Treasurer

PO Box 17 t/

Lancaster, PA 17608

6'
'i fniÍ: +,Ðæ

fflÕ
i-+ iÐ-fl*{ :Þ -ftr* '-i;\u C¡fr¡
-Ð (},.,.
* tsv,.* r4;*{}r #"
-Ë fftç> r-

v

Respondents.
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COMPLAINT

Complainant files this report under 1 I CFR 109.20 through 1 I CFR 109.21 against Lancaster
Stands Up/ Common Defense / Beyond the Choir Action Fund and the Jess King for Congress
Campaign for their numerous public coordinated communications.

A. FACTS

The FEC does not allow unauthorized third-party organizations to make coordinated
expenditures along with federal candidates' campaigns where they are not political
parties or authorized committees. Common Defense / Beyond the Choir Action Fund is
a self-descritred non-authorized campaign committee.l

There are two additional required prongs, the conduct prong requires public
communication which are paid for by the third-party unauthorized group. In the facts
before the FEC and the public, Common Defense / Beyond the Choir Action Fund
through its shadow organization Lancaster Stands Up sponsors numerous.public digital
communications which advocate for the express bene{ít to support the candidacy of Jess
King for Congress.

Examples of these posts are attached. These posts as detailed in previous complaints
against this organlz;a;tion meet the FEC standards for express public communications
made to advocate the election of a fedenil candidate, Jess King.

The final prong requires that the..conduct of the two organizations was coordinated.
One such method of coordination is by using a common vendor who has control, input
and knowledge regarding both the federal candidates and the third-party unauthorized
committeesmessaging. /

These sponsored digitat posts which are the source of the coordinated content appear to
have been created ôr made after both Common Defense / Beyond the Choir Action
Fund and Jess King for Congress used the same digital services vendor. Middle Seat
Consulting LLC. Attached are FEC filings which show this vendor received
expenditules from both the candidate and the unauthorized committee. These
expenditures are allegedly for digital services for both committees and both have large
sums over $129,168.14 from Common Defense / Beyond the Choir Action Fund and
S47,500 and Jess King for Congress.

Secondly the conduct prong can be met where there are shared or former employees.
First to address Jonathan Smucker, author of a Hegemony How-To: A Roadmap for
Radicals and the Executive Director who is married the Jess King Campaign Manager
Becca Rast. Ms. Rast started her career in Lancaster community organuation by being
a co-founder of Lancaster Stands Up the shadow organtzation of Common Defense /

1 Website minicur
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Beyond the Choir Action Fund. She allegedly left Lancaster Stands Up on June 28,

2017. When she started working for Jess King for Congress, her first paycheck from
Jess King for Congress appears to have been issued in August according to a FEC
Report. This demonstrates almost no time in between her employment between the two
committees. A second founder of Lancaster Stands Up, Nicholas Martin also left
Lancaster Stands Up at the end of June and received his first pay from Jess King for
Congress in August of 2017.

Finally, Andrew Boyd who assisted along with Jonathon Smucker in writing Beautiful
Trouble: A Toolbox for Revolution a leftist propaganda organizing manual links how to
plan to run a federal campaign bring all four individuals back together to Common
Defense and their plans to use a candidate like Jess King to push a specifïed agenda
through specific communication means. Their campaign has continued to follow the
books and pamphlets they co-wrote outlining their joint campaign plan amongst their
organizations. ,''

Finally, if there is suggestion, discussion or material decisions made in coordination
with a campaign and an unauthorized committee the conduct prong of coordinate
campaign prohibition is met. As the FEC is aware this aspect of the conduct prong is

difficult to show as it usually requires communications,.between the organuations that
are traditionally kept private. '/

Both Lancaster Stands Up and Common Defense / Bgyond the Choir Action Fund have launched
aggressive campaigns to attempt to elect Jess King,over Congressman Lloyd Smucker in the PA-
I I district (formerly PA- 16). The Current PA- 1 1 district contains all of Lancaster City and

southern York County. /

B. LEGAL ARGUMENT

Lancaster Stands Up and Comprlon Defense / Beyond the Choir Action Fund both claims not to
be authorized and therefore meets the second requirement. The remaining question is whether
there have been commurfcations that were paid for by Common Defense / Beyond the Choir
Action Fund that resultéd from coordination with Jess King for Congress.

As described in the facts above there has been both conduct and content. As stated in previous
complaints aliliut Lancaster Stands Up there have been numerous communications by this
organization. Specifically, digital communications in the forms of sponsored Facebook ads

which advocate for the election of Jess King for Congress.

The conduct prong is met specifically with these digital communications it is clear through
available data from the FEC that both Jess King for Congress and Common Defense / Beyond
the Choir Action Fund have used the common vendor Middle Seat Consulting LLC, both
claiming that Middle Seat Consulting LLC has been for digital services. The scope of these

digital services is not clear however if the FEC would determine that Middle Seat Consulting
LLC produced these paid for sponsored campaign ads paid for by Common Defense while the
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organization had knowledge and was under contract by Jess King for Congress this would be a
violation of the coordinated campaign prohibitions in federal law. This complainant does
recognize that it is possible for a common contractor to use a formal and detailed prior agreement
to remain in coinpliance.

C. REQUESTED ACTION

As shown, the facts, legal argument and attachments demonstrate Lancaster Stands Up /
Common Defense / Beyond the Choir Action Fund and Jess King for Congress have used a
common vendor for digital services, have maintained an exchange of employees, and have a
distinct possibility of deliberations regarding unauthorized committees public and paid media
communications. This intentional coordination is an attempt to deny citizens the right to be well
informed and to circumvent the basic requirement of finance reporting. The Republican Federal
Committee of Pennsylvania asks that the FEC continues its investigation into these bad actors
and takes immediate appropriate actions as necessary.

Sincerely,

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before *",íi, {auy uf

Notary Public

My Commission Expires
,//

Qtb zl, zAÛ

Oc(Sc.
S@ri,2018

Keckler,Stuart PublicNótâry
ofCity lnHanisburg, Dauph County

commission 202t t9
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schedule b-201 8-1 0-05T 1 3 _O4 _24

COMMON DEFENSE/BEYOND ßÊ CHO¡R ACÍION FUND MIDDLE SATCONSULTING : DC

MIDDLE SATCONSULTING ; DC

COMMON DEFENSE/BryOND THE CHOIRACTION FUND MIODLE SATCONSULTNG DC

MìDDLE SilTCONSULTING i DC

COMMON DEFENSE / BryONO THE CHOIRACTION FUNO MIDDLE SilT CONSULTING i DC

COMMON OEFENSE/ BEYONDTHE CHOIRACTION FUNO MIDDLE SATCONSULTING I OC

COMMON DEFENSÊ/ åryONDTHË CHOIRACTION FUND MIDDLE SilTCONSULTING DC

COMMON DEFENSE/ BEYONOlHE CHOIR ACTION FUND MIDDLE SWCONSULTING DC

COMMON DEFENSE/ 8ËYONOTHE CHOIAACTION FUND MIDDLE S4T CONSULTING DÕ

DIGITALSERVICES 20t8-04-25 00:00:00

MTDDLE SATCONSULTTNG I DC
. 
DIGIIAL SERVICES 20l 8-06-08 00:00:00

OIGITALSERVICES 2017-08"02 00100:00

DIGIfALSÉBVICES 2017-02-06 00:00:00

DIGITAL SEFUCES 2017-02-06 00:00:00

DIGITALSEAVICES 2017-04-13 00:00:00

DIGIÍALSERVICES 2017-03-20 00:00:00

DIGIÍALSERVICES 2017-06-24 00:00:00

DIGIIALSEBVICES 2018-0118 00:00:00

DIGIÍALSEHVICES 2OIS-02 0500:00:00

MIDDLE SW CONSULÍING DC DIGITALSERVICES 20t8-03-02 00:00:00

DIGITALSERVICES 2018-03-11 00:00:00

MIDDLE SATCONSULTING DC DIGIÍALSËRVICES 2017-Oh4 00:00100

DIGIIALSERVICES 2017-09-0700:00:00

MIDDLE SSTCONSULTING Ðc DIGIÍALSERVICES 201710-04 00100:00

DC DIGITALSERVICES 2017-1 1-13 00:00:m

2017-12-06 00:00:00

DIGITAL SERVICES 2018-0517 00:00:00

I DIGITALSEFVICES 2017-06-01 00:00:00

DIGITALSERVICES 2017-02 24 OO:OO:OO

DIGIIALSERVICES 20l 8-05-07 00:00:00

lOlAL

5000

5000

5000

4123.67

5311 76
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5000

5000

5000

5000

5000

5000

5000

5000

5000

5000

10000

15732.71

129168.14

COMMON DEFENSE / BryONO THE CHOIRACTION FUND MIDOLE SATCONSULTTNG i DC

COMMON DEFENSE/ BEYONDIHE CHOIR ACTION FUND MIDDLÊ SAfCONSULTING

COMMON DEFENSE/EilONDTHECHOIRACIONFUND

COMMON DEFENSE/BEYONDIHECHOIRACNONFUND

COMMON DEFENSE/BryOND THE CHOIRACTION FUND

oa.¡m¡:
@t
@t COMMON DEFENSE/ BEYONO ÊE CHO¡BACTION FUND

COMMON DEFENSE/BEYONDTBECHOIRACTIONFUND MIDOLÊ SAT CONSUIING DC

wr¡ COMMON DEFENSE/BryONDTHECHOIRÂCNONFUND

COMMON DEFENSE/BflONDTHECHOIRACTIONFUND MIDDLE SATCONSULTIÑG

COMMON DEFENSE/BryOND THE CHOIRACTON FUND

COMMON ÐEFENSE/BryOND THE CHOIRACTION FUNO i MIDDLE SMTCONSULTING

COMMON OEFENSE /BEYONÐ THE CHOIRACTION FUND MIDDLE SilTCONSULTING I DlctrALsE8vtcEsDC

*êr COMMON DEFENSE/ BryONO THE CHOIRACTIÕN FUND ; M¡DOLE SilTCONSULNNG I ÐC i otcrarsenvnrs r 2018,05-08 o0:00:oo 5000

ã&¡t
ùÊtø,

@t: COMMON DEFENSE / AryONDTHE CHOIR ACTION FUND MIDDLE SEATCONSULIING

COMMON DEFENSE/ BEYONDTHE CHOIAACTION FUND MIDDLE SWCONSULTING
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schedule_b-201 8-1 0-05T1 3_1 6_21

@t',.Æù14 FRIENDS OF JESS KING 20,18 MIDDLE SEAT LLC DC

eæ?6rùf FRIENDS OF JESS KING 2017 MIDDLESEATLLC DC

û[¡aagrr¡r FRIENDS OF JESS KING 2017'MIDDLESEATLLC DC

wløFW FRIENDS OF JESS KING 2017 MIDDLESEATLLC DC

DIGIIAL CONSULTAÍION 15000

DIGITAL CONSULTING

DIGI'IiAL CONSULTING

DIGITAL CONSULTING

2500

15000

15000

Total 4750l)
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.TII AT&T LTE 11:59 AM
I facebook.com

* t 25%fl,

æ
ff-installthe app to
get the best Facebook
experience.

Michelle L. Martin likes Vets For Jess.

@
Vets For Jess
Sponsored ' Paid for by Comrnon Defense /
Beyond... "*

Lloyd Smucker just voted against a 2.6 percent pay

raise for our troops.
#VetsForJess

Vets For Jess

Community

@ÇtJ Marilyn Walker Sachs and 398 others
¡-152 Comments 171 Shares

óaa

Learn More

lnstall

t Like p Comment þ sn"r"
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Lancaster Stands Up shared an
event.
Sponsored . Paid for by Common
Defense / Beyond...ir Action Fund .O

Lloyd voted to give the Koch Brothers billions in tax
breaks. Now he wants to pay for it by cutting Social
Security and Medicare.

tglt
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|;,ï,ot1rr

I
-¡

WED, OCT 10 AT 5:45 PM

Lloyd: Hands OFF Social Security
and Medicare!
64 people interested . 21 going

INTERESTED

g) lit<e Comment þ strare

@Ç ¿s

Oldest v

John Steve Fulton
Schmuck

3h Like Reply See Translation

Write a comment..
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.I$F AT&T â 8:34 PM

¡ facebook.com

ç so%il,

0

e Alexander, install the Facebook
app to try new features.

[,, J CommentgJ Like

ttffil
Lancaster Stands Up
Sponsored ' Paid for l:y Common Defense I
Beyond... 'I

It will take every one of us doing our part to take back
our democracy for We the People. Find upcoming
events where you can get involved with Lancaster
Stands Up as a volunteer:

;¿:;Ë;.

Michelle L. Martin, Sirena Domino Hildebrand
and 10 others like Lancaster Stands Up.

secu re.eve rya ctio n.com

Volunteer With Lancaster Stands
I ln.l

aaa

LEARN MORE

r!

lnstall
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6:54 PM a E 22"/",r¡¡l AT&T rì

Sirena Domino Hildebrand, Corey Meyer and I
others like Lancaster Stands Up.

Lancaster Stands Up
Sponsored 'O

tat

mr
I i iilriÌir I ll I

| ¡ iA'illt :iP I

We're holding town halls across PA-11 to unseat our
absentee Congressman, Lloyd Smucker, and elect a
Congresswoman who listens, Jess King. Will you host
a town hall in your area?

Have you seen
our missÍng
Congressrn an?
lf Congressmân Lloyd
Smucker won't hold a

public town hall, we will.

*

#WhcrøLlroyd #LctrRcphccLloyd
#LetsElectJessKlng

ACÏIONN ETWORK.ORG

Where's Lloyd -Town Halls Across Learn More

Sign up for a town halltoday

tÊì¡ ¡r hi¡*¡ia.l
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9:35 PM 't * 18%\trr AT&T ?

t Like D Comment þ share

Sirena Domino Hildebrand, Corey Meyer and 9
others like Lancaster Stands Up.

Lancaster Stands Up
Sponsored .g

aaa

imt
I i,1r;11,,:rilÌl
l,;iìrillq ,| |

We're holding town halls across PA-11 to unseat our
absentee Congressman, Lloyd Smucker. Will you join
our team of coaches to help make it happen?

*

DOCS.GOOGLE.COM

Training For Coaches
Lancaster Stands Up is partnering with..

Sign Up
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loSr7:36 PM¡r AT&T ?

Lancaster Stands Up shared their
event.
Sponsored .O

Congressman Lloyd Smucker is now considered
vulnerable in 2018. And we have a plan to defeat him.
Join Lancaster Stands Up this Saturday for our one-
year anniversary town hall meeting. We can do better
than Smucker and Trump.

Cindy Stewart, Corey Meyer andT others like
Lancaster Stands Up.

SAT, NOV 11 AT 2 PM

ONE YEAR lN-Town Hall
Meeting: Our Plan to Win in 2.,.
208 people interestecJ ' 46 going

aaa

INTERESTED

ú

@Qrr 2 Comments t v

t p comment þ snare

,-

Like

il
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Sirena Domino Hildebrand, Corey Meyer and I
others like Lancâster Stands Up.

Lancaster Stands Up
Sponsoreci '0

aaa

ffir
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We're knocking thousands of doors to flip our district.
We can turn it around in 2018.

---'<

4

Join the movement.
Knock doors with Lancaster Stands...

Learn More

16 Comnrents 68 Shares 8.9K Views
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Sirena Domino Hildebrand, Corey Meyer and g
others like Lancaster Stands Up.

aaa

-J\
l_!.*l
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Lancaster Stands Up shared their
event.
Sponsorecl . 0

Congressman Smucker took 5221,736 from the NRA.

That's why he's putting the profits of the firearms
industry above the safety of our children. Let's remind
Lloyd who he works for.

THU, FEB 22 AÏ 7:30 AM

Lloyd: We Need Policy Not Prayers!
Cork Factory Hotel ' Lancaster
-l7iì r:ecple i¡rtercsrerJ ' 3.1. c¡titrr-¡

OçT er

INTERESTED

4 Comments ,Ër, *

Comment p share

Tl{E Nll/r
t3()rrGr{T
sMlrcl(Ell
trr)n:r221,736

Tl{E Nll/r
rsl)trGr{T
-tMlrcl(En
frrill !1221,72ß

Tl{E Nlllr
13ÐtrGl{T
SMIJCI(EII
l:r)ll !i221 ,73$

II

fi t-it<e
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lancasterstand su p. org X

Lrncrster Str
L.r¡:fåtiÉ. !t,rr-:d5; !ft etg

Let's Replace
Lloyd

r¡

ft

GET INVOLVED
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