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Washington, DC 20463 

 
 
CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
 
       September 27, 2022 
 
 
William Rodney Allen 

 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 71457 
 
 
       RE: MUR 7491 
        American Ethane Co., LLC, et al. 
Dear Mr. Allen: 
 
 This is in reference to the complaint you filed with the Federal Election Commission on 
August 31, 2018, concerning American Ethane Co., LLC (“American Ethane”).  The 
Commission found that there was reason to believe American Ethane and John Houghtaling 
violated 52 U.S.C. § 30121(a)(1)(A) by making prohibited foreign national contributions and 
52 U.S.C. § 30119(a) by making prohibited corporate contributions, provisions of the Federal 
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, and conducted an investigation in this matter.  On 
September 21, 2022, a conciliation agreement with American Ethane and Houghtaling regarding 
the corporate contribution violation was accepted by the Commission.   
 
 In addition, on June 22, 2022, the Commission split on a vote to dismiss the complaint 
allegations as to: 
 

• Conservative Louisiana and Michele Reisner in her official capacity as treasurer; 
• Mike Johnson for Louisiana and William Vanderbrook in his official capacity as 

treasurer; 
• Bold Strategies LLC and Kyle Ruckert; and  
• Konstantin Nikolaev. 

  
 The Commission closed the file on September 21, 2022.  Documents related to the case 
will be placed on the public record within 30 days.   See Disclosure of Certain Documents in 
Enforcement and Other Matters, 81 Fed. Reg. 50,702 (Aug. 2, 2016).  A copy of the agreement 
with American Ethane is enclosed for your information.  A Statement of Reasons will follow. 
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 If you have any questions, please contact me at (202) 694-1548. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
       Elena Paoli 
       Attorney 
Enclosure 
  Conciliation Agreement   
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9/23/22

Charles 
Kitcher

Digitally signed by 
Charles Kitcher 
Date: 2022.09.23 
11:14:38 -04'00'
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