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VIA E-MAIL

Federal Election Commission HIGHLY CONFIDENTIAL

Office of Complaints Examination
and Legal Administration

Attn: Christal Dennis, Paralegal
999 E Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR 7313
Dear Mr. Jordan:

[ am writing on behalf of my client, Michael D. Cohen, in response to your letter dated, January
30, 2018. Specifically, this letter responds to the complaint numbered MUR 7313, which was
filed with the Federal Election Commission (FEC) by Common Cause and Paul S. Ryan.

In a private transaction in 2016, before the U.S. presidential election, Mr. Cohen used his own
personal funds to facilitate a payment of $130,000 to Ms. Stephanie Clifford. Neither the Trump
Organization nor the Trump campaign was a party to the transaction with Ms. Clifford, and
neither reimbursed Mr. Cohen for the payment directly or indirectly.

Contrary to the allegations in the complaint, which are entirely speculative, neither Mr. Cohen
nor Essential Consultants LLC made any in-kind contributions to Donald J. Trump for President,
Inc., or any other presidential campaign committee. Mr. Cohen has not been a government
employee during any of the relevant time period. The payment in question does not constitute a
campaign contribution or expenditure and, therefore, the FEC lacks jurisdiction over this matter.
The complainants have not and cannot present any evidence to the contrary. Accordingly, the
complaint should be dismissed.

Please contact me at your earliest convenience at (202) 756-8333 if you have any questions

Counsel for Michael Cohen
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
999 E Street, NW

Washington, DC 20463

STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF COUNSEL
Provide one form for cach Respondent Witness
EMAIL cela fec.gov FAX 202-219.3923

MUR = 7313

Name of Counsel  Stephen M. Ryan

Firm: __ McDermott Will & Emery LLP

Address: 500 N. Capitol Street, N.W.
Washing{on, D.C. 20001

lelephone: _ 202-756-8333 Fax:  202-756-8087

E-mail: __sryan@mwe.com

The abave-named individual and/or firm is hereby designated as my counse! and is authusized W reveive any
notifications and other communications fropf) Commission and to act ont my behalf before the
Commission

e

RESPONDENT: Michael D. Cohen

{Committee Name' Company Name lodividus] Named in Notification Letter)

Mailing Address Mﬁ/é&@,féﬁa_kﬂ@&g&
New KoK, New Joxk somz
Telephone (H) W @D B7R-98¥9

Eemal:

Ihis form relates to # Federn! Election Commission master that 13 subject to the conrlidentialisy provisions of 82 U S C § 30109ax120A)
[kl section probibits making public a0y sotrfication or investigation comductad by the Federal Flection Commission withoat the express
whten consent of the person under investization
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