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Respondents 

COMPLAINT 

Judith M. Dautsenmier (Complanant) filesthiscomplaint with the Federal Election 

Commission (the "FEC" or "Commission") under 52 U.S.C. § 30109(a)(1) against 

Representative Mike Bishop; and against his leadership PAC. Making Bold lnitiatives+ 

Solutions to Help America ("M-BISH PAC") aid its treasurer, Valaie Tillstrom. for violating 

theFedaal Election Campagn Act of 1971. as amended (the "Act"). Representative Bishop and 

his leadaship PAC have failed to file canpaign finance reports in compliance with fedaal ION 

and Commission regulations and have failed to disclose at least $1,000 in political contributions 

In the 13 months since It was founded by Representative Bishop. M-BISH PAC had faled to file 

any campaign finance reports of any kind, until this past Saturday. Novemba4.2017. Three late 

reports waefiled immediately afta an article in the Detroit News exposed the PAC and 
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Representative Bishop for this blatant failure to comply with FEC regulations and with federal 

l»v.^ Though the reports have now been belatedly filed, at least one contribution received by the 

PAC has still not been reported, calling into question the accuracy of these reports After months 

of concealing their financial operationsfrom the Commission and the public, Representative 

Bishop and his leadership PAC must be held accountable for these late and misleading reports 

M-BISH PAC and its treasurer have received multiple wa-nings from the Commission 

that the PAC is in violation of 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a), and that failure to file a timely report may 

result in financial penalties or legal enforcement action. TheCommisaon should act immediately 

to investigate the full scope of these violations ensure they cease immediately, and seek the 

appropri ate fi nancial penalties 

A. FACTS 

Repres^tative Mike Bishop represents Michigan's 8th Congressional district intheU.S. 

House of Representatives and is running for reelection in 2018.^ On October 1,2016 

Representative Bishop established a leadership PAC called Making Bold Initiatives + Solutions 

to Help America ("M-BISH PAC").^ Between October 1,2016, when it filed its Statement of 

Organization, and November 4,2017, M-BISH PAC did not report receiving any contributions 

or making any expenditures^ Three reports were due in this time: a post-election report, due in 

December 2016; an end-of year report, due in January 2017; and a mid-year report, due in July 

of 2017.® Each time a report was due, the Commission contacted M-BISH PAC s treasurer and 

^ Melissa Nann Burke, Bishop PAC faiisto file disclosure reports, The Detroit News, (Nov. 3,2017) avaiiabieat 

^FEC Form 2, Statem^ of Candidacy, Mike Bishop (April 6,2017),.available at 
htto:7/db(X»Uehr.feG:QOv/caf/832/20t70406905201983^201704^9b52019^2.pdf. 
^ FEC Forin 1, Statement of Org^ization (October 1,2016), Mailable at 
mtD://doeQuervvfec.d6W0df/779/2O161O12Q360iO3779/^O'l61O12O 
"• FEC.QOV. Committee Profiles, available at https:7/vvwvtf.fec.aov/data/a)mmi"tte^G0ti5i273'98/yab=fiiln'a 
® See 11 C.F.R.§ 104.5(c)(1). 
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informed her of the violation ® M-BISH PAC has now filed all three reports, however they were 

filed between four and eleven months late^ 

The belatedly-filed reports show that, contrary to what it reported prior to November 4, 

2017, M-BISH PAC accepted over $9,000 between the time it was organized and the end of the 

most recent reporting period. The post-general election report shows a $2,700 contribution frorri 

an individual donor, a $5,000 contribution from General Motors Corporation's political action 

committee, and a $100 transfer from Mike Bishop for Congress.® The year-end report from 2016 

shows the same three contributions.® Rnsdly, the mid-year report from 2017 shows one 

individual contribution for $1,000 and reports$400 in unitemized contributions^® 

At least one contribution which was reported by its source committee is not included on 

these reports. On its quarterly campaign finance report, the Capital One Financial Corporation's 

PAC reported contributing $1,000 to M-BISH PAC on June 7,2017." This contribution was not 
» » 

reported by Representative Bishop's leadership PAC on its2017 mid-year report.^^ 

B. LEGAL ARGUMENT 

With respect to a federal candidate or an individual holding federal office, a leadership 

PAC is"apolitical committee that isdirectly or Indirectly established, financed, maintained or 

controlled by the candidate or the individual but which is not an authorized committee of the 

candidate or individual and which is not affiliated with an authorized committee of the candidate 

® FEC RFAI, M-BISH PAC. (Dec. 28.2016), FEC RFAI, M-BISH PAC, (Feb. 16, 2017), RFAI, M-BISH PAC, 
(Aug. 16.2017), 

FECgov, Committee Profiles, aval I abl e at httD&V/vww.f eaaov/datiarcoii^ tteeiGb0^2739"8/?tati=iil i nds. 
® 2016 Postrdfetibn Report, FEC Form 3x, Scliedule A (November 4,2017): available at 
httD://dbfeQugviBC.aov/Pdf/459/201711049086608459/-201.7f1.049086608459:bdf: 
® 2016. Ehd-6f-year Report,- FEC Fdrrh .3x, ̂ Schedule A'.(N.byOTber-4, ,2017) aval table at 
httD://doOQuefV.fec.QOv/Ddf/479/201711049086608479/201711049086608479:baf.; 

2017 Mid-Yeer Report, FEC Form 3x, Schedule A (November 4,2017) available at 

FEC Disbursement Search, Novembers, 2017, available at 
httDs://www;feciqbv/daia/disbursemehts<?two year transaction period.=20i8&data tvpe=processed&recipient" nan 
^C00627398&min datepG1%2F01%2F2017&max dat6=12%2F31%2F2018. 
" See 2017 MicFYebr R^rt, siUpra.ndte.1D: 
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or individual." Like all other political committees^ leadership PACs are required to file regular 

reports detailing all contributions they received and all disbursements made during each FEC 

reporting perlod.^^ These requirements are intended to allow the Commission to monitor the 

activity of a leadership PAG aid to make sure that the candidate is following all of the 

Commission regulations regarding the use of funds in a leadership PAC account. This disclosure 

also ediows the public, and the constituents of federal office holders, to obtain "accurate and 

complete information regarding the financing of federal candidates."" 

Contributions must not only be reported they must be reported on time. Commission 

regulations describe clear deadlines dictating when committees must report political activity, and 

the Commission ensures that all committees are informed of thedeadlinesand reporting 

requirement with which they are required to comply." M-BISH PAC's last three reports were 

dueon December 8,2016, January 31,2017, and July 31,2017.'^ All three were submitted on 

November 4,2017." M-BiSH PAC has not provided any reason for the delay in the filing of 

these reports, and thefaiureto filethem on time is a dear violation of Commission regulations 

and federal law. 

in addition to being filed late at least one of M-BISH PAC's filings appears to be 

incomplete Reports must indudeaii contributions received inthe relevant reporting period, and 

all oontributionsover $200 must be itemized." M-BiSH PAC was required to disclose all 

contributions received between January 1,2017 and June 30,2017 on its mid-year report for 

" 52 U.ac. § 30104(i)(8)(B). 
'Ml C.F.R. § 1Q4.i, 100.5(e)(6). 
" 65 Fed. Reg..3i787-01, (May 19,2000). 

52 U.S.C. § 30104(a)(4). 11 C.F.R. § 104.5(c). 
"Seen C.F.R. § 104.5(c)(1), FEC.gov, 2016 Reporting Dates, available at 
httb://clas^c:fec:Qov/infci/.reoort .daesi-ZOieishtml. FEC.gov, 2017 Reporting Dates, avail able at 
httD:y/cl^c.fec.Qov/inf<:Vrepert d^es '20l7:^ml. 
" FEG-QOV. Committee F^bfiles. avanableat httos/Awyw 
'®11C.F.R.§1(j4.3(a)(4)(i). 
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2017.^° This report containecj only one Itemized contribution, from an Individual named Donald 

S. ParkerHowever, Capitol One Corporation's politick action committee reported 

transmitting a $1,000 contribution to M-BISH PAC on June 7,2017.^ This contribution was not 

reported as required by law, so M-BISH PAC continues to be In violation of theFEC's 

requirement that It flleaccurate reports fully disclosing all contributions received. In addition, 

M-BISH PAC may have received other contributions which have not been disclosed, depriving 

the Commission and the public of the transparency that our campaign finance laws requlra 

As the Commission haslnformed M-BISH PAC In three letters, the failure to file timely 

reports as required by 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a) Is punishable by an administrative fine. 

C. REQUESTED ACTION 

Aswe have shown, there Is substantial evidence that Respondents have violated the Act. 

We respectfully request that the Commission Investigate these violations, compel Respondents to 

fully disclose the required financial transactions^ enjoin Respondents from continued violations, 

and fine them the maximum amount allowed by \mi. 

Sincerely, 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this. 

Notary Public 

My Commission Expires: ANDREWESSHAKI 
Notary Public- Michigan 

„ Wayne County 
My Commission Expires Dec 22; 2017 

-^ting in the county 0, 

^ld.§104.5(c)(2).(A^.. 
FEC Form 3x, ScholuieA (November4,2017) availableat 

httb://dQbQuerv.fee.QOv/bdf/497/201711Q49086608497/2Q17-1liM9080608497.Ddf. 
FEC Disbur^ent. Search. NQvember;3i 2017, availableat ^ 

httDs://www.fefciaqv/datarcli^ursemeritsii.?two vear transaction. Defiod=2bi8&data tvDe=prooessed&recii)ient..nam 
e=C0b627398&min datg=Ol%2F01%2F2017&:max. dat6=12%2F31%2F2018. 
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