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November 20. 2008
~

Hon. Thomasem'a P. Duncan
General Counsel T) I "^° ;

Federal Election Commission BY OVERNIGHT MAIL - ? 5
MAIL (202)694-1650 *r •" *
999 E Street, N.W. ^

0 Washington, DC 20463
in
-i Re: MUR6119
^ Brodiialx>od of Locomotive Engineen ft Tiaimnen
(N
*T
*T Dear Ms. Duncan:
O
01 The undersigned is Interim General Counsel for tte
^ Trainmen, a Divisioo of tbeRaUQmfbn^ Enclosed

herewith are 4f"Bnfrt'QH of cfflifwl fa""f fflTt**^?"^1^ me to act lor BLET ««i«i BLET Division
662 (hereinaiter collectively referred to as uBLET^.Iinaybereachedbytelq3honeat(216)241-
2630 ( )orat( . Please consider mis letter as BLET*s response tome
complaint in matter MUR 61 19.

It myeani tfmt the complaint allftgftg that Rl .FT flan yinlated tln> F^Wal Hieerinm PjmipiMgn Aef

C*FECA"X 2 U.S.C.H 431 gfjgg., because tnecomplainimt^JaniesRMamer^inemberof
RT.RT and HrMffinm ^7, j^iH rimilariy «ttiMtftH BT.FT wiemh^f n^ffi^ffd «" e-fiMil unnft^n hy Vffr

T. L Smith, chainnan of the BLET Odifonria State legislative Board, seeking m
unlimtaaM fn gnwrniimicate witti mtfier mgrnhef* m tfm 7nftJI ĵ Afairial campaign gtnith'a ft-

mail was received and fivwarded by ILA. Bonego, local cfaaiiman of Division 662, to Mr.
Mamer. Due to the fret that Mr. Mamer did not like ti» union's choice of a presidcaitial

can^
and leas government, his complaint charges BLET wMi an inqKDper use of the union's funds
relative to these intra-organizational communications.

However, h is perfectly dear under federal election law that a labor union, such as BLET or the
International Brothofaood of Teamsters, is pennhted to use its general treasinyfiinds to defiay
the costs of communications wfth its members arklfimiih^ on any subject, indudmge^iressly
advocating the election or defeat of federal candidates and ofBcehoWers. See 2 U.S.C. § 431
(9XBXiii)andllCFJL51143(a). to this reject, bom theFECA and the Commission's
Regulations provide that "labor organizations inay make communications on any subject,
including comminricafiom containing cqness advocacy, to their restricted class [members] or
any part of that class." Ftnther, the pemritted activities^
coordination of activities and political committr**" 1 1 CFJt 1 14.3(aXl).
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As the accompanying declaration of W.C. Walpert, National Secretary-Treasurer of BLET,
all ftftmfiiiifi8««ftnfij tnwdwH anH ilinMt «nih«*qii«irtly ftnmmimift«t«ii ly leC^MCnt

volunteers were membcrto-mcmber communications. In short, all communications relative to
the federal campaign were within the restricted di

Simply stated, there has been no vtolation,innictormlaw,oftheFECA. Consequently, BLET
lesnectfaUysubDMts that no action shoiiM be t^
CTfnplaint and iliyt |Q| file QQ ttiM mattCT should DC dosed.

Jntenm ueneiai (Counse

EdwarfW.Rodzwicz, National President w/encls
W.C. Walpert, NST
TI* Smith, ChmnrCSLB
Napoleon Roper, LR, Div. 662-BLET
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
9S9E8trt»t,NW
Washington, DC 20463

STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF COUNSEL
Plaaaa use fl/Mtertn far each Respondent/Pliant

FAX f2021218-8023

NAME OF COUNSEL:

FIRM

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE- OFFICE IUL\

FAX (2.1 /I)

The above-named Individual and/or firm la hereby designated aa my
counsel and la authorized to receive any notifications and other communications
from the Commission and to act on my behalf before the Commission.

Date7 Respondent/ Client

RESPONDENT/CLIENT.
(Please Print)

IHt«veiBvlv%9

TELEPHONE- HOME ( ).

eaBeisi vaav ejp^eiBaBjaeayBajea^B^̂ a/ paB^p^eaaaavev ^Ps •• ^pevpi'wjpe ̂  ^Bwe|

^H.K_A|̂ Ĵ|A«siveiBBBaon
aaaavev ^Ps •• ^pev
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
999E8treet,NW
Washington, DC 20468

STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF COUNSEL

FAX/202)219-3*23

MURK

NAME OF COUNSEL

FIRM!

ADDRESS.* 1310

TELEPHONE- OFFICE 1 2/L\ l4/~2.L30 Lfxr. )

The above-named Individual and/or firm la hereby designated aa my
counsel and la authorized to receive any notifications and other communications
from the Commission and to acton my behalf before the Commission.

Da ispondemV diem Signature Title

RESPONDENT/CLIENT.
(Please Print)

MAILING t> ^
ADDRB88! \- 0.

MILL.* /JL

TELEPHONE-HOME C

( I

andttw


