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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
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In the Matter of
MUR 6054
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1099 L C d/b/a Venice Nissan
Donald M Caldwell

Brad S Combs

Carlo A Bell

Jason A Martin

William F Mullins

Jack Pruter

Marem L. White
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GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT #6

L  ACTIONS RECOMMENDED

(l)AceepttheamchedmhmonmmdelmetheﬁleumlO”I;C d/b/a
Vemce Nissan (“VN™) and Donald M Caldwell, (2) take no further action and close the file as to
Brad S Combs, and (3) close the file as to Carlo A Bell, Jason A Martin, Wilham F Mullins,
Jack Prater, and Marvin L Whte
IL  DISCUSSION

A. VN and Donald M. Caldwell

On June 29, 2010, the Comnuasion found probable cause to believe that VN and
Caldwell (collectively, “Bespondents™) violattd 2 U S C § 441f and that VN violated 2U S C
§ 441a(a), 1n connection with making excessive contabutions i the nemae of anather to Vern
Buchanan for Cangress (“VBFC”) The Commussion also approved a concihation agreement for
Respondents,
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1 We recommend that the Commussion accept the attached | conctliation

2 agreement

3
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8 They also agree to pay
9 $11,000 civil penalty . »t0

10 refran from future violations, and to request that VBFC disgorge the rexmbursed contributions to

11 theUS Treasury
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23 : Accordingly, we recommend that the Commussion accept the attached concihiation
24 eagreement and close the file as to 1099 L C d/b/a Venice Nissan and Donald M Caldwell
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B. Brad 8. Combs

On June 23, 2009, the Commussion found reason to behieve that Brad S Combs, a finance
manager at VN, violated 2 U S C § 4411 based on the available information suggesting that he
may have assisted VN 1n making contributions 1n the names of VN employees See MUR 6054
FGCR 1 10-15 The mnvestigation in this matter, meluding an merview of Combs, did not
reveal evidence that Combs participated 1n the resmbursemvent of any evatributrens
Aqnenlingly, ws recommend it the Comummanon taka no fixther setion mnd clone the file s fo
Brad S Combs

C. Carlo A. Bell, Jason A. Martin, William F. Mullins, Jack Prater,
and Marvin L. White

Respondents Carlo A Bell, Jasen A Martin, Williara F Mullins, Jaek Prater, and Mamvin
L White were Donald Caldwell’s subordinate managers at VN whose contributions to VBFC
were reambursed by VN  The Commussion determuned on June 23, 2009, to take no action at that
time with respect to these respondents because the available information did not suggest that any
of them played an actrve role in the alleged rexmbursements See MUR 6054 FGCR at 15-16
The mvestigatron m this mziffter, mcluding mterviews of Bell aid depositions of Martin, Mullins,
Pruter med White, dud not rexeal evidence that tisay played any geeater rolm in orgamzing or
executing the resmbursements Ancordingly, we resomend timt the Cemmussion clase the file
as to Carlo A Bell, Jason A Martm, Willem F Mulling, Jack Prater, and Mzrvin L White
II. RECOMMENDATIONS

1 Accept the attached concihiation agreement and close the file as to 1099 L C d/b/a
Venice Niznan sad Donald M Caldweiil

2 Thake no furthir action and close the fileasto Brad S Combs

3 Closethe fileasto Carlo A Bell, Jason A Martin, Wilkam F Mullms, Jack Prater,
and Marvin L, Whte
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4 Approve the appropnate letters

BY

Thogsasema P Duncan
General Counsel

K M (A

Kathleen M Guith
Acting Associate General Counsel

Stephen A"Gura
Deputy Associate Counsel

E —

Assistant General Counsel
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Micheel A Columbo
Attomey



