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October 22, 2007
The Honorsble Robert Lenhard, Charrman § e =
Federal Election Commission 8 rﬁgﬁ%
Weatingeon DC 20463 » S=3Fd
> PEZES
(w ]
Re:  MUR #5945: Frivolous and Erroncous Allogations of FECA Viciatiowr: §’§
Against the Kieran Michael Laler 2008 Congressionsl Exploratory ©
Commpitice,
Dear Chairman Lenhard

This letter responds to Mr Anthony Scannapieco’s Complmint agamnst The Kieran
Michael Lalor 2008 Exploratory Commuites dated October 2, 2007 As shown below, the
Complant 13 entirely mentiess and wholly unsupported by any facts Indeed, the facts behe each
of Mr Scannapieco’s claims and merely demonsirste the fivolous nature of the Complant No
action should be taken against the Kieran Michael Lalor 2008 Exploratory Committee

Introduction
The Kieran Michael Lalor 2008 Exploratory Commuttee (the “Commuttes”) has been

Every reporter covering New York’s 19® Congressional Distnct with whom the
Commiitee has commumcsted has been made aware that Kieran Michael Lalor 1s not a declared
candidate ' Indeed, each of the news stones cited 1n the Complamt mciudes at least one clear
reference to the exploratory nature of the Commuttes > Mr Scannapieco cannot even allege facts

' Atiached are the names of reporters known to be coverng New York's 19* Congressional Distnict and
thesr contact wibhrmaton You may oonfirm with them the declared explorstory sstars of the Comnnties See
August 13, 2007 ttme stamped email from Gemnett reposter Brisz Tummlty and the Explorstory Comnutics’s
n?blmmm-mhmﬂnumwmsmu'

’ummmwmwmwmmmm.
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to the contrary In sum, the Commsites’s website, as well as all correspondence and
communications from the Commutteo—as reflected by the media coverage—have been perfectly
mu?mmxmwmhwm'uumﬂum.m
candidate

Count I: Failure to File Declaration of Candidacy with the FEC,

The first count of the Complsint claums that a Declarstion of Candidacy must be filed
with the Federal Election Commussion (“FEC™) because the Commuttes has rassed more than

$5,000 The Complamnt 15 wrong

FECA 18 explicit on tius pomt “Funds recerved solely for the purpose of determining
whether an indivadusl should become a candidate are not contnbutions™ As the FEC's
comphance brochure explains, “An mdividual who spends money only to test the waters (but not
1o campaign for office) does not have 1o register as & candidate under the electson law ™

The purported support for allegations made 1n Count I conssts of an advertisement the
Commuttee placed m a program for 8 New York State Conservative Party dmner© But the
Complamt mislesdingly omuts any mention of the fiact that the phrase “Congressional
Exploratory Commuttee” appears promunently in both the header and the footer of the
advertisement Further, the phrase “exploring a run” explicitly appears mn the body of thead No
reasonable reader of the ad, which was limited m distnbution to the attendees of the dnner,
could construe 1t as anything other than an exploration of the feasibility of becomng a candiudate

In sum, as to Count I, the Complant sets forth no fiacts to support the claim that reporting
requirements were friggered The claim 13 simply false Nesther a Declaration of Candidacy nor
any reporting are required by FECA

Count II: “Failure to File a Statement of Organization and Quarterly Disclosures”
The second count of the Complamnt alleges that the Committes uses a disclaimer to
explun contribution limits and restrictions on its webstte, and thereby “sppears to indicate to the

public that Lalor has authonzed a polstical committee as lus prmople campaign commuttee ”
Aggin, the Complaint musstates the law FECA rules on disclaimers are clear that funds to test

3 The Commuttoe bhes routmnely consulted FECA, the FEC's “"Campaign Gmde for Congresssonal
Candudates and Commstiess,” and the FEC's mibrmation/comphance department duectly via tolephone It will
continue o do 80

4 11CFR§ 10072
s See FEC Candudato Registration Brochare, availsblo at
memm
Attached as Bxlubet C

POBox 2215 Peclakdll, NY 10566 (845) 616-3509
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CONGRESSIONAL EXPLORATORY COMMITIEE

the waters must be “permissible under the Act™ Thus, to ensure comphance with FECA's
contnbution limstatsons, the disclaimer 18 both necessary and appropnate

The use of the disclaimer was not a violation of FECA and was, m fact, mnciuded on the
Commattee’s website to comply with FECA's requirement that funds recerved to test the waters
comply with contributson ints Count II of the Complaint 1s thus unfounded

Conclusion

As demonstrated sbove, Mr Scannapieco’s poltically motivated Complaimnt entiely
lacks ment The frivolous nature of Mr Scannapieco’s allegations suggests the Complamt 15 an
attempt to use FECA and the FEC to intimidate the Comnuttee and impugn my character No
actions should be taken against the Commuttee

It bears noting that Mr Scannapieco 1s the Charr of both the Putnam County Republican

Party and the Carmel Republican Commnites, both of wiich recently accepted sigmficant
contributions from Andrew M Saul, s declared Republican candidate for Congress in the 19

Congrossional Dustrict—the same office I am considering secking® After Mr Saul made hus
contnbutions to Mr Scannapieco’s organizations, but more than a year before the September
2008 pumary, Mr Scannapieco became the first and only party officer 1n the district to make an
endorsement for this seat, stating Ius enthusiastic support for Mr Saul

Further, the Complamt is obviously political retalistion agamst the Commuttee It was
filed sust days after the Committee 1ssued a press release discussing cnmunal charges filed

against Mr Scannapieco’

The lack of any factual support and misapprehension of applicable law, coupled with Mr
Scannapieco’s documented and potentully criminal history of attempting to mlence critics,'®

711 CFR § 100 131
[ ]

’mmu-mrmcmwmhmmh eadorsod Ssul,
Saul proudly dplayed the endorsement on lus campmga’s webmiis — wntil it was roveslod that Scamnapeeco was
arragned on harassment charges and had reporiedly threatensd a famale reporter if she wrote about Scannagseco’s
jogal troubles Not only did Saul rafiss %0 dofend hes fhend, but Seul’s campmgn has now tned o concesl the

mwm-pmdw&uhﬂ'h “Andrew Saul’s Loyalty Gap,” Kieran
Lalor Explosstory Commmtice, September 17, 2007, avadsble ]

(Vissted October, 19, 2007)

"um-uwmmmmws.mmu
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CONGRESSIONAL EXPLORATORY COMMITTER
proves that the Complant 18 nothing more than a pathetic attempt to mtimidate me and the
Commuttes As a former United States Manne and infaniryman m Irag, I am not mtimudated 1
am, however, shocked and dissppomnted that Mr Scannapieco—a public employee serving on
the county Board of Elections—would employ such unseemly and unethical measures

The Complamt should obviously be dismssed Please let me know if you requwe any
additional information m connection with your mvestigation of the Complant

Peckskill, NY 10566

CUNNIFF
NOTARY PUBLIC sfﬂﬁwlﬂca%
QUALIFEDN
REG NO 01CUG130823 &I/
MY CONM EFRESAYS . 7
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POBox 2218 Peclnkill NY 10566 (345) 616-3509
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The campaign 15 presently established as an exploratory committee and ad”
compliance wath the FEC.

Mzr. Lalor has not declared his candidacy for several rsasonsi

1. Xx. Lalor is going to make sure he can win before he gets in.
Unprincipled politicians can jump right in because they will bend and
shape and co—opt their so-called beliefs. Visit Andrew Saul’s websits
(Andrewsaul.com). I challenge you to find out one thing Ssul stands for.
Then compare Saul’s lack of convactions wath Mr. Lalor who proudly stands
up and faights for what he believes while providing thoughtful and
innovative solutions to problems. Mr. lalox’s Marzine Corps infantry
training taught him to lead from the front.

Mz. Laloz is ummvering in his beliefs and wants to make sure his message
is resonating with voters in the 19th CD before he makes i1t official.

That said, the campaign has received snormous support from rank and file
Rapublicans in the district disgusted with the elites in the sstablishment
who have drifted so far from the legacy of Reagan with their self-dealang,
corruption and refusal to stand up for conservatism. Moreover, many
Damocrats have expressed support for Mr. Lalor’s stances on illegal
ammgration and his belief that American workera and industry are being
sold out by shoxt sighted fat cats only concernad with today’ bottom line.

2. Mz. lalor is working hard on local 2007 elections. He is a member of
the Peekskill, NY GOP and a district leader. The 2007 elections are
amportant and the outcome will have an immediate effect on Mr. Lalor’s
friends and neaghbors. Thus, the 2007 campaign takes precedence over
2008.

3. People in the community don’t want non-stop election cycles.

As far as wvhether he will officially get in the zace: Mr. Lalor said in a
zecent interview, “unless the second coming of Ronald Reagan pops up an
the 19th, I’m here to stay.”

Mz, Lalor raised $20,000 in March. Then he returned to his legal studies
which bhave stretched over 6 years because he was twice activated for
military service while in law school. According to Mr. Lalor he “needed
to keesp his eye on the ball and wrap up his legal studies from Aprxil
through July.” Mow that Mrz. Lalor has graduated and taken the bar he s
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poised to begin his cawpaign and fundraising in earnest this month

The KNL2008 Congressional Exploratory Committee has xeceived a great deal
of attention in the local and national media including the two Gannet
papers in the District. We’ve also been coversd by The Hill newspaper,
Congressional Quartezly and by a numbexr of online news sources. Mz. Lalor
will be appearzing on the Steve Malzberg show on WOR Radio 710 in New York
at 9130 M on Wednesday August 15th.

Contact us at your earliest convenience to schedule an intexview (845)
616-3509.

KIERAN MICHAEL LALOR

Congressional Exploratory Committee
PO BOX 2213

Peskskill, NY 10566

(845) 616 - 3509

wr. KNL20008 . com

https//www knl2008 com/

> I cover Hall ain Washington for The Journal News and Poughkespsie Journal.
>

> Has Lalor filed a statement of candidacy wath the Federal Election

> Commission? Has he raised any money for a caxpaign®?

> Brian Tumulty

> Gannett News Sezvice

> 1100 New York Ave. W

> Washington, D.C. 20005

> Tel. 202-906-8133

>
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EXHIBIT B

NorraCountyNEWS.com

Reglon
First potential Hall challenger steps forward
By Martia Wilbur

Thus woek marks the 100" day that Congrossman John Hall has been m office but already he has at
ono would-be Republican challenger for 2008

Peckslall resident and Marme reservist Kicran Lalor has formed a Congressional Exploratory Commuttee
10 test the waters and potentially take on Hall when the freshman representative 1 expected to run for re-
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Lalor, 31, who served m Iraq m 2003, 1s the first Republican to state publicly he will be seckmg the 2008
GOP nommation to take on Hall

Raused m Wappmgers Falls, Lalor saxd he was mepared to run for the seat m the 19® Congressional
Dastrict mumedhately after Hall defeated six-term mcumbent Sus Kelly mm November

Even though Hall won the general election by a Iittle more than two percent, Lalor the Dover
Plamns Democrat as an ultraliberal who 15 out of touch with most residents 1n the 19™ Dastrict

His campmugn has razsed more than $20,000, proof, he saud, that thers will be a clamor to return the
dastrict to a conservative Republican

“The early support for my candudacy s confirmation that voters m the district are excited to embrace a
true conservative,” Lalor saxd

“It took Jobn Hall, someons who 18 50 fisr to the left, to empower tius grassroots campaign,”™ he added
Lalor, who 1 expected to graduate from Pace Unsversity Law School next month, sasd ho has already
made contact with Republican chaurs from all five counties that comprse the dustrict and most have boen
receptive to hus candhdacy

Censervative doctrine

Winmng the war m Iraq, keopmg taxes low and embracing traditional values are Lalor’s key objectives

Stemming the tide agamst illegal mmmgration 15 another 1ssuo that the he plans to drumbeat on the
campaign tral
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He saud Kelly had trouble agamst Hall not becanse she supported the Iraq war—hawks hike Peter King on
Long Island and Connecticut Senator Joseph Licborman won by big margms on Election Day—but
becanse the former Congresswoman wavered from true conservatism

Lalor smd the couniry noeds to stay m Iraq to msure the flodging democracy 1 equipped to function on
iis own and to protect 1t from the terrorists

‘When he returned home from Iraq, he reahzed that anti-war hberals hike Hall were undermumng the
naton’s efforts agamst tecror

The former socsal studies teacher at Lourdes High School m Poughkeepsie before he enrclied m the
Manne reserves and law school, said Ins policy approach 18 very strmghtforward

“Protect people from the terronsts, protect people’s wallets from the government and stand up for
traditional values,” Lalor explamed

At g Dutchess County mesting of New York Young Republicans m February, Lalor was mtroduced as the
mmmuwmmwmwm an apparent reference to the singer/songwriter’s
stances on key msucs and a densive comment about Ins former carcer

Hall unfazed

At 3 mocting thus week with North Cownty News staff, Hall said he has never heard of Lalor and expected
Jum to be jowmed by other Republican hopefuls dunng the next year

Hall saxd that whule the distnct 13 conservative m some ways, the populiace can also be centrist,
progresmve and hiberal depending on the 1ssue

“I'm all of those,” Hall smd ™ I'm hibertanan m some ways 1thnk there are some parta of our parmonal
Tives the government shouldn't meddie :n But I also thmk we shouldn't drnive our chuldren and

grandcinidren mto debt the way this Republican, totally Republican adnumstration executive and both
houses of Congress have done for the last six years *

Poople may behieve hus music background sutomatically qualsfies lum as a liberal thet 1 maccurate
Entertamers such as Sonny Bono, Ronald Reagan, Amold Schwarzenegger and Frod Thompson were all
electod as Republicans

But Lalor, who founded the Eternal Vigilance Society, a website dedicated to wmmng the war on terror,
ramped up the rhetorsc, He said on the sito that Hall’s hiberal stances will get ham defeated m the next

“Congressman Hall must realize that he represents a dusinict that 1 home to West Pomt and 77,000
mbiary veterans,” Lalor 13 quoted as saymg “If he 1gnores us and caters 1o the Hollywood hiberals who
got lnm mto office, he will undoubtedly become & one-hut wonder

Martmn Wilbur can be reached a mwilbur@northcounty com or at 914-962-4748 x 266




