
F. Andrew Turley, Esquire 
Supervisory Attorney 
Central Enforcement Docket 
Federal Election Commission 
999 E Street, N.W. 
Room 657 
Washington, D.C. 20463 

Re: MUR 4689 

December 3,1997 

Dear Mr. Turley: 

This firm represents Salem Radio Network (SRN), producer and dstaibutor of the 
Oliver North and Alan Keyes radio programs. We are preparing the response of SRPIJ to the 
complaint of the California Democratic Party (CDP) which prompted initiation of the above- 
captioned matter. Attached is SRN's Statement of Designation of Counsel. 

By this letter, we request on behalf of SRN a brief extension, from December 3,1997, 
to December 1§, 1997, to submit SRN's response. The Federal Election Commission's h e r  
of November 12,1997, notifying SRN of the CDP complaint, was received by §RN on 
November 18, establishing December 3, by te rm of Section 111.6@ 06 the Comnission's 
rules, as SRN's response date. 

Counsel received from SRN the Commission's November 12 later and the attached 
CDP complaint on November 19. Counsel has preliminardy inquired into the matters raised 
in the CDP complaint, and has begun prepamrim of a response. However, both the 
intervention of the Thanksgiving Day holiday weekend and previous band unalterable 
commitments of counsel have precluded completion of a full examination of the CDP 
complaint and SRN's response. The brief extension requested, to December 15, will allow 
sufficient time to complete the response. 
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This brief extension should not adversely &ect ehe Commission's consideration of the 
matter, nor the interests of the complainant. la this regard, we palint out that the CDP 
complaint was sent to the Commission in an envelops! postmarked October 17,1997, and was 
most likely received by the Commission no more than one week later. Under the terms of 
Section 111.5(a) of the Commission's rules, SRN ought to have been notified by the 
Commission by letter sent no later than October 29 that the CDP complaint had been GleJ. 
Presumably because the Commission required more than ehe time prescribed by that d e  to 
conclude that the CDP complaint complied with Section 111.4 ob the Commission's des ,  and 
to gather information omitted from the CDP complaint (for a m p h ,  Swpd is nowhere 
identified in the complaint), the Commission did not send its letter nodying of the CBP 
complaint to SRN until November 12. This delay placed S W  anJ counsel in the position 
described above, of beginning examination of the complaint and preparation of SW's 
response over the Thanksgiving Day holiday and with counsel comkted  to meeeing 
immediate demands on his time. 

The brief extension of time for S W ' s  response requested herein will serve the public 
interest in permiteing SRN to submit a complet\e response, and should be granted. 

Yours vyy  truly, 

JDR:deb 
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