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RECEIVED
From: Luis Davila-Pernas By Office of the Commission Secretary at 1:31 pm, Mar 07, 2025
To: Luis Lipchak
Subject: Re: Document Request - Democratic Party of Puerto Rico AO 2025-02
Date: Thursday, March 6, 2025 2:54:53 PM
Attachments: Democratic Party of Puerto Rico Bylaws.pdf
Luis/Robert,

See bylaws, attached.

Best,

Luis D. Davila-Pernas

Chair
Democratic Party of Puerto Rico

On Mar 5, 2025, at 12:45 PM, Luis Lipchak <llipchak@fec.gov> wrote:

Good morning,

| am contacting you to request additional documentation regarding your
pending advisory opinion request. Please provide a governing document for
the Democratic Party of Puerto Rico, such as the bylaws, charter, or
constitution for your committee to be amended to your request. If such a

document is not available, please let me know.

Feel free to contact me with any questions.

Thank You,

Luis Lipchak
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BYLAWS
DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF PUERTO RICO

(As amended on March 30, 2019, August 16, 2020 and July 31, 2022)



1)

©

Bylaws
Democratic Party of Puerto Rico

Statement of Principles

The Democratic Party of Puerto Rico (hereinafter referred to as “DPPR”) hereby
adopts the following statement of principles and beliefs:

We believe that the Democratic Party of the United States of America, with its great
diversity, its historic role in being the voice for the needs of the Hispanic
community, and its instinctive responsiveness to the human needs and aspirations,
is the adequate instrument to provide the leadership demanded in the challenging
times we live. We further believe that the Democratic Party responds to the needs
of the people of Puerto Rico and will provide a responsible and responsive
government to all our residents. Therefore, the DPPR stands for the following:

a.

Equal rights for every U.S. citizen and the right to vote for the people who
make their laws;

The right for the people of Puerto Rico to determine their ultimate political
status from permanent options that do not conflict with the Constitution,
laws, and policies of the United States and to respect and implement the
will of the people as expressed on the ballot;

A society where the rights of all Hispanics and minorities are fully secured
and where no one is denied the opportunity for a better quality of life;

A society where both public and private discrimination based upon race,
sex, age, color, creed, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, ethnic
identity, economic status or physical disability are condemned and where
our government moves aggressively to end such discrimination through
lawful means;

That government functions best when it is closest to the people;

That all Democrats are bound to defend and protect the founding principles
of our party;



g.

We stand for individual freedom in the framework to meaningful participation
by all citizens;

. A society where the elderly, the veterans and the disabled can lead lives of

dignity;

A society where all workers are guaranteed without question the right to join
unions of their own choosing and to bargain collectively for decent wages
and conditions of employment; and

A society where a sound education, proper nutrition, quality medical care,
affordable housing, safe streets and a healthy environment are possible for
every citizen.

2) To achieve these principles and beliefs, we make these declarations and adopt the
following Bylaws to govern the organization and conduct of business by the DPPR:

a.

The DPPR shall be open to all who desire to support the aforementioned
principles and beliefs, who wish to be known as Democrats, and who do
not support or participate in the affairs of any other party that nominates
candidates for the Presidency of the United States or publicly supports or
campaigns for any Republican candidate for any office in any jurisdiction
of the United States of America.

No Democrat in Puerto Rico shall be denied the right to vote in any process
based solely on the person’s preference regarding the political status of
Puerto Rico.

Neither test of membership in, nor oaths of loyalty to, the DPPR shall be
required or used if it has the effect of requiring prospective or current
members of the Democratic Party to acquiesce in, condone, or support
discrimination on the grounds of race, sex, sexual orientation, age (if of
voting age), color, creed, national origin, religion, ethnic identity, economic
status or disability.

. The DPPR, at all levels shall support the broadest possible voter

registration and participation without discrimination on the ground of race,
sex, age (if of voting age), color, sexual orientation, creed, national origin,
religion, ethnic identity, economic status on disability.

The DPPR shall take affirmative steps to encourage young people, women,

Afro-descendants, the LGBTQ+ community, persons with disabilities,
veterans and members of underrepresented minorities to seek selection
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as Delegates to Party Conventions and as members of Party Committees
so that they shall be represented in reasonable relationship to their
presence in Puerto Rico.

Every person who accepts a party office at any level (including the position
of Convention Delegate and Alternate) must agree to support all the Party’s
nominees or he or she shall be removed.

. Public meeting at all levels of the DPPR shall be open to all members of
the Party, regardless of race, sex, age (if of voting age), color, sexual
orientation, creed, national origin, religion, ethnic identity, economic status,
philosophical persuasion or disability.

. The time and place of all meetings of the DPPR shall be publicized at least
seven (7) days prior to the meeting, unless otherwise provided in these
Bylaws, and in such manner as to assure timely notice to all interested
persons. Such meetings shall be held in places readily accessible. Timely
notice may appear as legal notice, paid or non-paid media, news item,
direct mail, radio or television or email or any other electronic means, or,
in the event of exigent circumstances, in any other form as may reasonably
be designed to notify Democrats of the meeting. The DPPR is not required
to purchase paid advertisement for a meeting. No person may allege to the
Democratic National Committee (hereinafter referred to as “DNC”) that the
DPPR has failed to provide full participation in all party affairs to comply
with the provisions of this rule until he or she has filed a challenge or
complaint and obtained a resolution under the applicable Bylaw of the
DPPR. The DPPR shall be deemed to be in compliance with the notice
requirements upon proof of effective notice by the Party.

If a challenge is set forth alleging noncompliance with the aforementioned,
the alleged noncompliance shall be referred to the DNC or review, provided
that any person alleging noncompliance shall be a registered voter and
domiciled in Puerto Rico and provided that any person alleging
noncompliance with these Bylaws shall have exhausted all remedies
provided by the DPPR.

The DPPR shall publicize notice to all interested parties a full description
of the procedures for selection of Party officers at all levels. Publication of
these procedures shall be done at least on the website of the DPPR,
through a press release and by email to all Party officers to provide all
prospective and current members of the DPPR full and adequate
information of the pertinent procedures in time to participate in each
selection procedure at all levels of the DPPR organization.
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k. The DPPR shall publicize notice to all interested parties a complete
description of the qualifications of all positions as officers of the DPPR.
Publication of these qualifications shall be done at least on the website of
the DPPR, thru a press release and by email to all Party officers to provide
all prospective candidates for any elected position within the DPPR full and
adequate opportunity to compete for office.

3) The DPPR represents and is organized and recognized as a state committee under
the Charter of the Democratic Party of the United States. Article Nine Section 4 of
the Charter declares that “Puerto Rico shall be treated as a state”. The Charter
awards Puerto Rico not less than four members in the Democratic National
Committee (‘DNC”). These four members to the DNC are the Chair, Vice Chair,
National Committeewoman and National Committeeman of the DPPR.

4) The DPPR shall be known in Spanish as “Partido Demdcrata de Puerto Rico”
(“PDPR”).

1. General Provisions

a. Name- The name of this party shall be “Democratic Party of Puerto Rico”.
The official name in Spanish shall be “Partido Demdcrata de Puerto Rico”.

b. Seal- The official seals of the Democratic Party of Puerto Rico shall be the
following:

D

c. Availability of Bylaws- These Bylaws shall be sent to the Secretary of the
Democratic National Committee, the DNC Credentials Committee, the DNC
Rules and Bylaws Committee, and to the Puerto Rico State Commission on
Elections. These Bylaws shall also be available to the public on the website
of the DPPR www.prdems.org.

FRDEMS

d. Membership-



i. Qualified and registered Puerto Rico voters eighteen (18) years of
age or older who support the foregoing “Statement of Principles”
contained in Article | may participate fully in any Party meetings and
may be elected to any Party Office, except where specifically prohibited
by law or by the Party Bylaws.

ii. Other persons who support the foregoing “Statement of Principles” of
the Democratic Party are encouraged to participate in Party activities
but may not vote.

e. Amendment of Bylaws- These Bylaws may be amended by a majority of
the Central Committee, provided they are pre-approved by the Executive
Committee. Reasonable notice shall be given of the amendments of the
Bylaws no less than fifteen (15) days prior to the meeting of the Central
Committee to consider the pre-approved amendments.

f. Proxy Voting- There will be no proxy voting.

g. Quorum- No less than 35% of the total membership of the Central
Committee shall constitute a quorum for the conduct of business. Ex Officio
Members and Distinguished Party Leaders are not to be counted for the
purposes of determining Quorum.

h. Other Rules-

i. Unless otherwise required by statute or by these Bylaws, the current
edition of Robert’'s Rules of Order, Newly Revised shall be the
parliamentary authority governing all Party Committee meetings and
procedures.

ii. Atalltimes and at all levels of the DPPR, no secret ballots shall be used,
no fees shall be charged for voting, and the meetings shall be open.

iii. The method of voting at all Party Committee meetings may be by voice
vote, by (standing) division of the house, by signed written ballot, or by
roll call vote. The method used shall be left to the discretion of the Chair,
except that on request of any member (who need not be recognized by
the Chair to voice such request) a standing division must be held, and
the request of 20% of the members present shall require a roll call vote.

lll. Central Committee and Executive Committee

The DPPR shall be organized in a Central Committee and an Executive Committee.
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a. Members of the Central Committee of the Democratic Party of Puerto

Rico
i. The Central Committee of the DPPR shall be composed by the following
members:

1. Chair

2. Vice-Chair of the opposite sex from the Chair (first vice-chair)

3. Vice Chair for Organization (second vice-chair)

4. Vice Chair for Finance (third vice-chair)

5. Secretary

6. Treasurer

7. Parliamentarian

8. General Counsel

9. Executive Director

10. Affirmative Action Director

11. Technology and Communications Director

12. President of the Young Democrats in Puerto Rico

13. National Committee Members domiciled in Puerto Rico

14. There shall be two (2) members elected from every senatorial
district in Puerto Rico which shall be gender balanced, one
woman and one man.

15. There shall be ten (10) members At Large which shall be gender
balanced, one woman and one man.

16. Ex-Officio Members and Distinguished Party Leaders - the

Governor, Resident Commissioner of Puerto Rico, Senate
President and Speaker of the House of Representatives of the
Legislative Assembly of Puerto Rico, provided they are affiliated
to the Democratic Party, former Governors, and former Resident
Commissioners of Puerto Rico provided they were affiliated
during their term of office and continue affiliated to the Democratic
Party, and the immediate former Chair shall be ex-officio
members of the Central Committee. Ex-officio members shall
neither: (1) count for quorum determination (2) vote to fill
vacancies of party officers (3) nor vote to adopt or amend these
Bylaws.

b. Executive Committee of the Democratic Party of Puerto Rico

i. The Executive Committee of the Democratic Party of Puerto Rico shall
be composed by the following members:

1.

Chair

2. Vice-Chair of the opposite sex from the Chair (first vice-chair)
3. Vice Chair for Organization (second vice-chair)
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Vi.

Vii.

Vice Chair for Finance (third vice-chair)
Secretary

Treasurer

Parliamentarian

Affirmative Action Director

9. General Counsel

10. National Committeeman

11. National Committeewoman

12. Technology and Communications Director
13. Executive Director

©NOoOOA

Following the election of the Chair and Vice Chair, but no later than four
(4) weeks of their election, the Chair shall appoint the Vice Chair for
Finance, Secretary and Treasurer, subject to ratification by the
Executive Committee.

The Vice Chair for Organization, Affirmative Action Director, General
Counsel, Parliamentarian, Technology and Communications Director
and the Executive Director of the DPPR shall be appointed by the Chair.
Such appointees shall serve at the pleasure of the Chair.

. The Executive Committee, at the request of the Chair, shall meet

regularly during the calendar year to discuss general party affairs,
including but not limited to Party Bylaws, delegate selection plan, fund
raising events, make appointments, create advisory committees and
coordinate political strategies.

The President of the Young Democrats in Puerto Rico and DNC
members domiciled in Puerto Rico shall be ex-officio members of the
Executive Committee but will not count for quorum nor have the right to
vote on matters brought before the Executive Committee.

A member of the Executive Committee may be removed from office if he
or she is absent three (3) consecutive meetings without cause. Such
action shall be taken by the Executive Committee after the member is
provided with an opportunity for a hearing to be determined by the Chair
and notified at least fifteen (15) days in advance of such hearing.

Executive Committee members may participate by telephone and be
counted for quorum during meetings of the Executive Committee, but
the Chair, or the person presiding that particular meeting, shall be
empowered to deny telephone participation if the Executive Committee
member has been absent for two (2) consecutive previous meetings
without cause. The Chair's denial of phone participation shall be
considered an absence in accordance with previous subsection vi.



c. Manner of Election of Chair, Vice Chair, the Two Members from Every
Senatorial District and the Ten At Large Members.

The election of the Chair, Vice Chair, the two (2) members elected from
every senatorial district and the ten (10) At Large members shall occur
in a General Assembly of the DPPR within the calendar year of the
presidential election but after the Democratic Presidential Primary or the
alternate method of delegate selection provided by law. The General
Assembly will be open for every qualified voter registered and domiciled
in Puerto Rico who supports and affiliates to the Democratic Party. The
Executive Committee shall establish the date, time, and place of the
meeting of the General Assembly and shall adopt the election
procedures to be followed in the General Assembly.

. The two (2) members from every senatorial district and the ten (10) At

Large members shall be gender balanced, one woman and one man.
The two (2) members from every senatorial district must be domiciled in
the senatorial district from which they were elected for their entire term.
If a senatorial district member relocates domicile outside the district from
which he or she was elected during the elected term, his or her seat shall
be declared vacant by the Chair and shall be filled as provided in Article
3 (g) of these Bylaws.

The candidates for the positions of Chair, Vice Chair, the two (2)
members elected from every senatorial district and the ten (10) At Large
members shall file online on the website of the DPPR a timely notice of
candidacy with the Secretary of the DPPR no later than the second
Friday of the month of April at 5:00 p.m. of the year in which the
presidential national election takes place. The notice of candidacy shall
state the candidate’s occupation, city or town and senatorial district of
domicile, home and post office address, phone numbers, email
addresses, date of birth, and the office sought. Such Statement of
Candidacy shall be available online on the website of the DPPR.

The notice of candidacy not received online on the website of the DPPR
by the deadline of the second Friday of the month of April shall not be
accepted.

d. Manner of the Election of National Committee Members

The Chair and the highest-ranking officer of the opposite sex of the
DPPR shall be members of the DNC pursuant to Article 3, Section 2(a)
and Article 9 Section 4 of the Charter of the Democratic Party of the
United States.

. The General Assembly, pursuant to the procedure established in these

Bylaws, shall select one National Committeeman and one National
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Vi.

Committeewoman to which the Charter and By-Laws of the DNC entitles
Puerto Rico.

The election of these National Committee members apportioned to
Puerto Rico by the DNC shall occur within the calendar year of the
presidential election but after the Democratic Presidential Primary or the
alternate method of delegate selection provided by law and in the same
General Assembly of the DPPR called for the election of the Chair, Vice
Chair, the two (2) members elected from every senatorial district and the
ten (10) At Large members.

The candidates for the National Committee Members shall file online on
the website of the DPPR a timely notice of candidacy with the Secretary
of the DPPR no later than the second Friday of the month of April at 5:00
p.m. of the year in which the presidential national election takes place.
The notice of candidacy shall state the candidate’s occupation, city or
town and senatorial district of domicile, home and post office addresses,
phone numbers, email addresses, date of birth, and the office sought.
Such Statement of Candidacy shall be available online on the website
of the DPPR.

The notice of candidacy not received online on the website of the DPPR
by the deadline of the second Friday of April shall not be accepted.

If additional membership to the DNC is apportioned to the DPPR after
the General Assembly has been held, the Central Committee shall elect
those members gender balanced.

e. Duration of Term- Duration of Term- The term for the members of the
Central Committee will commence on the day the General Assembly of the
DPPR within the calendar year of the presidential election adjourns and
terminating the day after the next General Assembly of the DPPR called for
the election of the Chair, Vice Chair, the two (2) members elected from
every senatorial district and the ten (10) At Large members adjourns.

f. Duties of Officers of the DPPR

Chair - The Chair shall be the principal and presiding officer of the
DPPR, shall have all of the authority and duties implied by such title and
expressed and implied by these Bylaws, and shall have the authority to
establish and to appoint committees with the advice and consent of the
Executive Committee and deal with the affairs of the Party. The Chair
will preside all meetings of the Central, Executive Committee, and the
General Assembly of the DPPR. The Chair shall issue calls for all
meetings of the Central and Executive Committee, as well as the
General Assembly, and shall give timely written notice in such a manner
as to provide reasonable notice to all interested parties at least seven
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Vi.

Vii.

viii.

(7) days prior to the date of the meeting of the Central or Executive
Committee, and at least fifteen (15) days prior to the date of the meeting
of the General Assembly. The Chair will coordinate all the fund-raising
efforts to support the DPPR and the DNC.

. Vice Chair - The Vice Chair shall assist the Chair and shall have the

duties and authority implied by such title or assigned by the Chair or by
the DPPR. The Vice Chair shall be the first vice chair in hierarchy and
will preside over meetings of the DPPR in the absence of the Chair and
shall fill any ex-officio position, including membership on the National
Committee.

Vice Chair for Organization - The Vice Chair for Organization shall be
the second vice chair in hierarchy and shall preside over meetings in the
absence of the Chair and the Vice Chair. He or she shall also be
responsible for assisting the Chair in organizing grassroots and
municipal democratic committees, increasing their membership and
activities, perfecting their organization, providing necessary training, and
acting as a liaison to other democratic committees regarding statewide
coordinated activities.

. Vice Chair for Finance - The Vice Chair for Finance shall be the third

vice chair in hierarchy and shall preside over meetings in the absence
of the Chair, the Vice Chair and the Vice Chair for Organization. He or
she shall be responsible for raising the funds necessary for the budget
and needs of the Party and shall implement a fundraising plan and work
with finance coordinators that from time to time may be appointed by the
Chair.

Secretary - The Secretary shall have the duties and authority implied by
such title. The Secretary shall keep an accurate record of the meetings
and proceeding of the DPPR and shall issue correspondence and
certifications as directed by the Chair.

Treasurer - The Treasurer's duties shall be to maintain the financial
documents of the DPPR. The Treasurer may report on receipts and
disbursement at each regularly scheduled Party meeting.

Parliamentarian - The Parliamentarian shall advice the Chair and the
Party on any interpretation of these Bylaws and on parliamentary
procedures.

General Counsel - The General Counsel shall provide legal advice to
the Chair and the DPPR regarding Puerto Rico and federal laws and will
monitor compliance of the DPPR with the applicable Charter, Rules and
By-laws of the DNC and the DPPR. The General Counsel, when
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requested by the Chair, shall prepare legal memorandum involving the
laws that govern the business of the DPPR.

ix. Affirmative Action Director - The Affirmative Action Director shall hear
any complaint alleging the failure of the DPPR or of any officer or agent
thereof to comply with the Charter and By-laws of the DNC. Any
challenge to the credentials of a party officer or a request for the removal
of or a disciplinary action against a party officer shall be referred by the
Chair to the Affirmative Action Director unless he or she determines to
submit the matter directly to the consideration of the Executive
Committee. The Affirmative Action Director may also review complaints
regarding action by any unit of the Government of Puerto Rico that
violates or that is otherwise inconsistent with the goals contained in
these Bylaws or the Charter and By-Laws of the DNC. The Affirmative
Action Director shall either recommend the Chair that a complaint be
dismissed or that the Chair appoint an Affirmative Action Committee to
investigate the allegation. The Affirmative Action Committee shall be
comprised by three (3) persons appointed by the Chair and ratified by
the Executive Committee. Any recommendation for remedial action
resulting from a complaint shall be reviewed by the Executive
Committee.

Xx. Executive Director - The Executive Director shall supervise the
administrative affairs of the DPPR, including the maintenance of any
appropriate list of members, file necessary reports, participate in DNC
meetings and monthly conference call, and perform any additional tasks
assigned by the Chair or the Executive Committee.

ix. Technology and Communications Director - The Technology and
Communications Director shall be responsible for the implementation of
technologies for identifying and mobilizing voters, maintaining records,
and communications within party organizations and to the public.

g. Vacancies - When a vacancy occurs on the Central Committee, other than
the officers appointed by the Chair or the Executive Committee and the
President of YDA Puerto Rico, the vacancy shall be properly notified to the
Central Committee members within fifteen (15) days of its occurrence.
Such vacancy shall be filled by majority vote of the members present at a
Central Committee meeting notified by the Chair through email or accepted
mailing address no less than seven (7) days prior to such meeting. A
vacancy to an at large or senatorial district position shall be filled by an
eligible person of the same sex.

h. Removal-
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i. The Central Committee shall be the judge of the qualifications of its
members. The loss of domicile in Puerto Rico by any member will
automatically result in a vacancy.

ii. Any Party Officer, including a member of the Central Committee, may
be removed for good cause by a two-thirds vote of the Central
Committee membership.

iii. A Party Officer shall be removed from office if during the current term of
office such officer publicly supports or endorses an opposing national
party or a nominee for a federal election of an opposing party, or a
person seeking the nomination of an opposing party, or a non-
Democratic candidate seeking an office in an election in which
candidates may file by party affiliation and a Democrat is seeking the
office in question as a Democrat. The terms “publicly supports” and
‘endorses” shall include, but not be limited to, serving on a campaign
committee; giving financial support, including contributing money or its
equivalent such as equipment , loans, services or supplies; willingly and
knowingly allowing the officer's name to be used in any kind of letter,
public endorsement, news release, or advertisement; or actively
soliciting votes by making a public appearance or a door-to-door
solicitation of votes. Good cause for removal can include willful and
intentional conduct in violation of these Bylaws, voting in the presidential
preference primary of the Republican party and convictions of a crime
involving moral turpitude.

iv. Actions to initiate the removal procedure provided in the previous
paragraph, shall be instituted upon showing of good cause through
affidavits from at least seven (7) members of the Central Committee.

v. The charged member shall have the right to be heard. Notice of a regular
or special meeting at which the charges shall be brought shall be given
at least fifteen (15) days in advance. At least three (3) members who
have made such affidavits must be present and subject to interrogation
at the special or regular meeting at which removal is considered.

vi. If the Chair refuses to preside the removal hearing, the Vice Chair shall
preside.

vii. Upon determination of guilt, the Chair shall declare the position
immediately vacant and shall proceed to fill the vacancy as provided in
Article 3 (g) of these Bylaws.

i) Duty to provide and update contact information

It shall be the ongoing duty of each member of the Central Committee to
provide the Chair with their contact information including the email, home
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and mailing address and phone numbers where the member can be
reached.

The Chair shall send all notifications by email unless another method is
required by these Bylaws or a member request in writing to be notified by
regular mail and such request is acknowledged in writing by the Chair as
accepted.

It is the responsibility of the Central Committee members to maintain their
contact information updated. A notification sent to the email on record shall
be evidence that the member was duly notified.

I\V. Severability - The provisions of these Bylaws are independent and if any of its
provisions were to be declared unconstitutional or illegal by any Court of Competent
jurisdiction, the decision of said Court shall not affect or invalidate any of the
remaining provisions which will retain full force and effect.

V. Resolution of Adoption - The DPPR, assembled in a meeting of the Central
Committee, hereby adopts these Bylaws for its governance.

In San Juan, Puerto Rico, this 6th of March 2008, as amended on March 30, 2019, August
16, 2020 and July 31, 2022.

| hereby certify that the above are the Bylaws of the DPPR approved by the Central
Committee on March 6, 2008, as amended on March 30, 2019, August 16, 2020 and July
31, 2022.

:_"/é({';“/{ g 3 ,’(\/»\ _i'/~*,\

Charles A. Rodriguez
Chair DPPR
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