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August 15,2019

Lisa J. Stevenson

- Acting General Counsel .
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W, .
Washmgton D.C 20463

Re: Advtsory Opmzon Request GovemmenrAccounmbzlzty Insrltute

Dear Ms, Stevenson,

I write on behalf of the Government Accountablhty Instrtute (“GAI”) to rcspectfully
request an advisory opinion from the Federal Election Commissjon. (the “Commission”) purs suant
to the Federal Election Campaign Act (the “Act”) See 52 US.C. §30108 1 C F.R.§112.1.

GAI seeks affirmation that 1ts pubhcatlon of books artrcles editorials, rnvesugatrons ‘and a
website containing news and commentary quahﬁes for the press exemption, also known as the

media exemptmn at 52 U. S C §30101 &) (B) (I) 30104 ) (3) B (1)
L I‘ACTUAL BACKGROUND

GAI is a nonprofit corporauon estabhshed pursuant to Sectlon 5 ()1 (c) (3) of the Internal
Revenue Code’ (“Code”) Tt was incorporated in Delaware on February 17, 2012, and it sought
approval in customary language to engage in, “such charitable, educational, and scientific B
activities as may qualify for exemptlon from federal income tax unde1 Sectron 501 (c) (3) of the

Internal Revenue Code.” A copy of the Certiﬁcate of Incorporatron is annexed as Exhlbrt 1.

GAI 8 prlmary functron has been to 1nvest1gate document and rep01t on cronylsrn a,nd |
corruption in the government. As stated i in GAI’S Form 990 for 2017, Return of Orgamzat;on
~ Exempt from Income Tax, regardmg its purpose, “The Government Accountabrhty Instrtute
| (GAI) produces detarled 1nvest1gatlons of cronyrsm and government corruptmn to educate
citizens on the need to protect free markets. ‘GAI produces reports and partnels with natlonai
media to advance fee market principals. GAI’s work has been featured on GNN, NPR News ‘-
NY Times, National ReVIew 60 minutes, ABC news, NY Post, Fox News, Pohtlco Washington
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Times, Forbes and Numerous others.” A cépy of thé ﬁiéd Form 990, wi?hout Schedules; is
* annexed as Exhibit 2. ' '

GAL has been recognized by the Federal G_overnmenf a number of times as a press entity

in written '_rc_aéponses_ to requests for iﬁf(’)ijmé’_cion pursuant to the Freedom 6f Information ActFor ST

L exarﬁple, on December 11, 2018, Sara Moss of the Tre_asufy I-)epAal.rtme.:n.t Wfotc‘ to Caléb:_ | | 7: R

Stephens of GAI “For fee purposes, we havé‘detc:fn}ﬁled_ that you ai:e a ‘j"m'ediia_’f} :re:q1i¢stér.”i‘ .

' Siﬁiiarly, fhe Depattment of Enérgy_ nﬁde the same ﬁndmg 01';De.cer‘nb<;,1j 3ﬁ] , 201 8, Aa;s" ﬁid’ thé .
U.S. Immigration E_ind Customs Enforcement Ageéncy oﬁ April 10, 2019.” The three recent wﬁttéﬁ

communications from the Federal Agencies are Annexed hereto collectively as Exhibit 3.

“GAl is not owned or controlled by any political party, political committee; or candidate.
Indeed, as an IRS approved 501 (c) (3) entity it is not permitted to, and does not engage any

political activity. It bas not and will not endorse any candidate, donate funds to any candidate or

1 See, 5 U.S.C. §522 (2) (4) (A) (111) In this clause, the term “a representative of the news media” -
means any persen or entity that gathers information of potential interest fo a segment of thie
- public, uses its editorial skills to turn the raw materials into a distinct work, and distributes that -
work to an audience. In this clause, the term “news” means information that is about current
events or that would be of current interest to the public. Examples of news-media entities are
television or radio stations broadcasting to the public at large and publishers of periodicals {but
only if such entities qualify as disseminators of “news”) who make their products available for .
purchase by or subscription by or free distribution to the general public. These examples are not . - .~
all-inclusive. Moreover, as methods of news delivery evolve (for example, the adoption of the -
electronic dissemination of newspapers through telecommunications services), such alternative = . .
media shall be considered to be news-media entities. A freelance journalist shall be regarded as. .
- working for a news-media entity if the journalist can demonstrate a solid basis for expecting , "~
publication through that entity, whether or not the journalist is actually employed by the entity. A,
publication contract would present a solid basis for such an expectation; the Government may -
also consider the past publication record of the requester in making such a determination. Also,
see 31 CFR §1.7 (B) (8) Representative of the news media is any person or entity that actively

gathers information of potential interest to a segment of the public, uses its editorial skills to turnthe =, .~ .. .

caw materials into a distinct work, and distributes that work to an audience. The term ‘news” means’ *
information that is about current events or that would be of current interest to the public. Examples of
news media entities include television' of radio stations broadcasting news to the public at large and -
publishers of periodicals that disseminate “néws” and make their products available through a variety. *
of means to the general public. A request for records that supports the news-dissemination function

of the requester shall not be considered to be for a commercial use. “Freelance” journalists who
demonstrate a solid basis for expecting publication through a news media entity shall be considered

as a representative of the news media. A publishing contract would provide the clearest evidence

that publication is expected, however, components shall also consider a requester's past publication .
record in making this determination. ' . o

o2 .
Greenberg Traurig, LLP | Atiorneys at Law - ] I - . Lo . AQRO002

www.gtlaw.com -




committee, or oppose the elecuon of any cand1date GAI does not work for or agamst any

political candidate, pohtloal comrmttee or pohﬁcal party

GATI has published five books, all rélated to cronyism, fraud and corruption in the

government. Bach featured a GAI employee as the primary author, with or GAl, as an entity and

its staff credited with the research, and writing necessary to publish the books. In each ihstahco Chaote

the primary author and GAI share in, the pIC oceeds from the sale of the books In 201 8
Compromised, How money and Polztlcs drzve FBI Corruption, by Seamus aner and GAI
Clinton Cash, The untold story of how and why forezgn governments, and busmesses_helped
make Bill and Hillary Rich, by Peter Schweizer and GAL In 2015; Extortioh, .F_iow politicians

- extract yoﬁr money, buy votes, and line their own 1oockéz‘s by Poter Schweizef and GAI;in -2‘013’, v
Fraud, How the left plans to:steal the next elecrzon by Eric Eggels and GAL and 2018, Secrez‘
Emplres How the American polztzcal class hides corruprzon and enviches famzly and ﬁzends, by B

Peter Schweizer and GAI, pubhshed in 2018,

GAI actively maintains a website http://www.g-a-i.org/ that promotes its mission to

| investigate and expose crony capitalism, mistse of taxpayer monies, and other governmental -
corruption or malfeasance. The website also invites VlSltOI‘S to report corruptlon to it so that GAI :
researchers may follow up and report to the pubhc Whon such is appropriate. On the websrte o
GAI has published hundleds of articles, reports, interviews, editorials, and comiments for all to -

read and follow free of charge Th1s broad-based pubhcatmn of news related to corruption and

govelnment waste informs and educates the public. Earlier this year GAT added a new feature to FE

the website called the “Drill Down,” which prov1des V1deo news pieces generally featurmg Peter _

Schweizet, but also ocassmnally featuring other GAl staff reportmg in depth on current issues

prevalent in the news.

GAI augments its website, books, and appearances on television and radio with an active
presence on social media to further publish news and commentary on issues of importance to an
informed citizenry.- For example Peter Sohweizer 1egu1arly reports on Tw1tter at, Peter
Schwe1zer@Sohwe1261 GAL S1m11ar1y, M. Sohwelzol and hlS colleagues at: GAI maintaid a

presence on Facebook, see hitps: [, facebook com/Government Accountability Institute; and

on You Tube https./lwww.voutube.com/channeifU C. Through all these outlets GAI regularly
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prov1des news and insights into newsworthy events through eommentary and the pubhcatlon of

- investigative findings.

Frequently, GAI pr1mar11y through Peter Schwelze1 or another staffe1 pubhshes a.
column, Op-Ed, video, or report in the media and/ot dlreetly on the GAI websﬂe Examples :
include an article publlshed by Mr. Schweizer: “Your money is being used f0 help bankroll tke
'Worla’ Economzc Forum I Davos. Why”. pubhshed by Fox News on January 11,2017; 00 -
December 13, 2016, the Washmgton Post publlshed “The swamp is deep, and here are f ive .
bipartisan ways to drain it”. Another example is an opmlon printed in USA Today, on.
November 27, 2012, titled, “Campaign-finance tweaks con fix big problems. ” All three
published picces are annexed collectively as Exhibit 4, and are a subset of such material
published over the years. Each has Peter Schweizer as the author and each is the product of
GAD’s research. Slmllarly, Mr. Sehwelzer and other staff have frequently appeared on telev151on i
or on the radio as a eommentator/1eporte1 1ega1 dmg matte1s GAI has 1nvest1gated or is in the -
pt'ocess of investigating. Simply put, Mr. SchweIZer is the “face” of GAI’s medlavpresenee. . A, S ;
complete list of all such media appearances, as well as uses of GAI lnaterial on the media is |

. annexed hereto as FExhibit 5.
" IL LEGAL ANALYSIS

GAI qualifies for the media or press exception to the Federal Election Campaign Act’s -
(“FECA”) disclosure, disclaimer, and reporting requirements because GAI regularly produees'
and disseminates news, 1nvest1gat1ve reports, and books that provide vital news, 1nf01mat10n and
political commentary regarding the operation of the United States government and the servaces o

provided by elected-and ‘appointed ofﬁ01als to the public. Most is done free of- cha:rge however

it does charge for the books it has published, as 1s standard in the 1ndustry M(neover GAI 1s not‘ LR

owned or controlled by a political party, political committee, or cand1date See § §52 U.S.C.
30101 (9) (B) (i), 30104 (D) (3) (B) (). Indeed as an IRS 501 ¢-3 entity, 1t does not endorse or

oppose candidates or engage in any elect1oneer1ngor political advertising or advocacy.

A “Government Accountability Institate’s'Book Publieations, Investigative Reporting,
Website and Social Media Reports Separately & Collectively Qualify for FECA’s
Media Exception. -
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FECA speclﬁcally acknowledges that there is a medla exception, startmg in52U.S.C. §
30101 Definitions at (9) (B) “The term © ‘expenditure” does not mchldeg(l) any news story,
commentary, or editorial distributed through- the facilities of any broadcasting station, - '
ne'wspapef, magazine, or other periodical poblication, unless such facilities aie_ owied or
controlled by any political party, political committee, or candidate”. This concept is further
acknowledged in 52 U.S.C. §30101 (f) (3) (B) (1) “Excep‘uons The term elec‘uoneeung
communication’ does not include a commumcatlon appearing in a news story, commentary, ‘or | S
editorial dlstrlbuted through the faclh’ues of any broadcastmg stat1on unless such faclht1es are .
owned or controiled by any p011t1ca1 party, pohtlcal comrmttee or cand1date GAI regularly
produces 1nvest1gat1ve reports on b1oadcast news shows podcasts websr[es written reports s
though social media, and published ‘books, and GAI is neither owned or controlled by any

political party, candidate, or political commitiee.

The Supreme Court in Citizens United v. FEC, 510 U.S, 310 (2010) (353) 1ecogmzed
“There is simply no support for the view that the First Amendment, as orlglnaily under stood, .
would permit the suppression of political speech by media cor poratlons. The Framers may not
have anticipated modern business and medio corporations. Thus, the lines between traditional‘
media and other commentators has been blurred and therefore the hei ghtened proteotions for
political speech cannot be. limited to. tradmonal media compames ” (01tat1ons omltted) Further
at 356, “When Government Seeks to use its full power, 1ncludmg the crlmmal IaW to command o
where person may get his ot her 1hformat1on or what distrusted source he or she may not hear, "- B

. it uses cehsorship to control thought, This is unlawful. The First Amendment confirms the

freedom to think for ourselves.”
1, Website

The Supreme Court was prescient in noting in Citizens United at 364 “Soon, however, it
may be that Internet sources, such as blogs and social networking Web sites, will provide
 citizens with significant information about political cand1dates and issues.” GAI, malntalns a.

website, http://www.g-a-i.org/, which since 2012 has regularly pubhshed articles, 1nvest1gat10ns

editorials and mtervzews Wh1ch in and of itself should quahfy GAI asa med1a ent1ty It’s over.

250 publications have often been picked up and pubhshed 1n other med1a, 1nclud1ng the
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Washington Post, Politico, Mother Jones, Breitbart the New York Tintes The Wall Street |
Journal, CNN ABC, Fox News; ete. See Exhibit 5, a chart detailing the news published on the .‘ |
websrte and citing other pubhcatlons that carried the news report 1nterv1ew Facebook artrcle )
1nvest1gat1ve report, or editorial. In addition, GAI mamtams an active presence through Twrtter
Instagram and YouTube where it also pubhshes newsworthy matenal in furtherance of its '

mission to investigate and inform the public.

FECA’s media exception for expenditures noted above is expressly included in 11 CFR
§100.32, “Any cost incurred in covering or carrymg a news story, commentary, or editorial by
any broadcasting statron (1nclud1ng a cablc telev1s1on operator, pro glamrner or producer) Web
srte newspaper, magazme or other peuodrcal pubhcatlon 1nclud1ng any Intelnet or electromc
pubhcatron is not an expenditure unless the facility is owhed or controlled by any political paity,
pohtrcal committee, or candidate....” As noted, GAI is an IRS recognized nonproﬁt orgamzatron
which is not owned or controlled by any political party, poht1ca1 committee or candldate (see |
Exhzbzt 1), the GAI certificate of 1ncolpo1atron and Exhibit 2, GAI’S tax retufn for 2017, GAI
mvestrgates and reports on cronyism, govelnment corruptlon and the need 10 plotect free
markets. All newsworthy topics of importance, indistinguishable fr_om 1eport1ng on similar
topics by other reco gnized media/press entities, and often disseminated through such other press
entities. Mr. Schweizer frequently is featured in mainstream.publications and broadcasts

dlscussmg the investigative work of GAL, see for Example Exhibit 4 and 5.

In Advisory Opinions 2005-19; 2005- 16 and 2007-20, to name a few, the Comrmsswn e -
has applied a two-step analysis to determine if the press exception applies. First, it asks whether
the entity is engaging in the activity is a press entity as described by the Act and Commission

. regulations, and then if it is owned or controlled by a poht1ca1 party, pohtroal committee ot : T L

candidate. The Comumission wrote in Advrsory Oprmon 2005 16, that Fired: Up could mamtam a . R

' Websrte that contains some original news reportlng, which is occas1ona11y prcked \ip by other
" media, and otherwise allows others to post articles on it as a press entity. Spemﬁcaﬂy, it stated,
“in light of the facts presented, Fired Up’s disbursements for news stories, commentary, and
editorial$ on its websites are encompassed by the press exception, and therefor do not constitute
expendrmres or contubuuons” under the Act and Comnussron 1egulat10ns ? (at4) In
Advisory Opinion 2005-19, the Comrmssron allowed radro broadcasts of i 1nterv1ews w1th fede1a1 }

6
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candidates, finding that, “Paradigrn Shift Productions is in the business of pfo'duoing on areguiaf )
basis a radio program that disseminates news stories, commentary and/or editorials. It also bujs
airtime to broadcast the program and resells some of the that alrtlme for thlrd party

advertisements. Therefore, the Comrn1ss1on concludes that Paradlgm Shift Produotions isa press.

entity.” (at4) -

The Commission clarified in Aduisory Opinion 2016-01, that the media exception. 1s not. -
~ limited to traditional media companies. Congress enacted the media exemption to ensure that the
© Act ‘would not “limit or burden in any way the first amendment freedoms of the press’ and
would protect “the unfettered 11ght of newspapeIS, TV networks and other medza to oover and
comment on pohtlcal campalgns »HR. Rep. No 93- 1239 93d Cong., 2d Sess. At 4 (1974)
- (emphasis added). Thus, although the statutory media exemption applies to “any broadoastmg
station, newspaper, magazine, or other peri'odicai publication,” 52 U.8.C. § 30101 (9) (BN) (1),
the Commission’s regulations provide that the exemption also applies to qualified internet
activities. 11 C.F.R. §§ 100.73, 100.132. Upon amending the regulations to reflect this more :
current understanding of media entities, the Cormmssmn noted that “the medIa exempuon |
- applies to media entities that cover or carry news, storles commentary, and editorials on the -
Internet, just as it applies to media entities that cover or-carry news stories, commentary, and
ed1t011als in traditional mecha »? Internet Commun1cat10ns 71 Fed. Reg. 18589 18608 (Apr 12, )
2006) Accordingly, as used in the Comrmssmn s media exemptlon regulatlons “It]he terms |
‘website’ and ‘any Internet or electronic pubhcatlon are meant to enconipass a wide range of
existing and developing technology, such as websites, podcasts etc.” Intemet A
Communications, 71 Fed. Reg. at 18608 n.52. Further, see Advisory Op1n1on 2000 13
(INEXTV) (concluding that company providing news and information online with limited

original content qualified as media entity despite lacking traditional ofﬂine media presence). |

GAI has regularly published for seven years: mVesugatwe 1eports news commentary, o
| interviews and editorials on its website, and through its various social média outlets including & * -
series of podcasts which commenced this year. GAI’s work product, and personnel regularly '
appear on other news outlets, including the ‘main stream media’, and its reports have been

republished throughout multiple news outlets. (see kx. 5) It isnt owned, or controlled by a'ny B NI

Greenbery Trauxig, LLP | Attorneys at Law AOR007

www.gtlaw.com




| political pdrty, political committee, or candidate, and therefore falls eIearly within the -abb_Ve

cited Advisory Opinions, and regulatory framework of a mediafpress entity.

- GAI clearly is. properly classified as a press entity based on 1ts aet1V1ty, ex1st1ng
A' ‘Comm1531on gurdance and case law. In Readers Drgest Ass n v FEC 509 F Supp 1210 (215)
(S.DN.Y. 1981) the Court ﬁamed the key question as whethel the Speech at 1ssue was part of .
“the speaker’s legitimate press function or for an umelated purpose. GALD’s investigative repoiting
is its reason for existing; and its website, books, etc, clearly represents speech that is essenti;éll to

its press function.

This is fmther supported by the findings in FEC v. Mass. Citizens for Life 499 U. S. 238 e e
(250-251) (1986) which analyzed if the media exeepuon applied to a spec:lal edition flyer whmh :
was different in content and distribution from the entities 1egular and ongoing newsletter -
publication, The Court determined the special edition was different from the normal and usual
publications of the subject 01gan1zat10n and therefore wasn’t entitled the press exemptron that the, o

: 'regulariy pubhshed newsletter could enjoy

GAI functions as a press entlty by resealchlng toprcs gathering facts, analyzmg same and,—:_ i
regularly dlssemmatmg its findings through its website, books, social media, and through more .
traditional media outlets, including broadcast media and traditional newspapers. As noted in
Exhibit 5, Mr. Schweizer and others regularly appear in person, or through writings in trédifrorral' FRCEI,

~ media to further expose GAI’s investigative findings.
2. FOIA.

GAI has also been recognized by the United Staies Government as a press entity in
_ several instances when it made application for government information pursuant to the Fr eedom S
of Information Act. On December 11, 2018, the United States Department of the Treasury, '
wrote to Caleb Stephens of GAI with regald to FOIA‘NO. 2018-11-109, “For -Fee pUIPOSES, We -
have determined that you are a “media” requester.... As a media requester, you rViH be eharged; :
the cost of dupiicertion only, excluding charges for the first 100 pages.” (Exhibit '3). Ina
December 31, 2018 letter from the Department of Energy to GAI, annexed as Exhibit 3, it Stated
“For the purposes assessment of any fees, you have been eategorlzed under the DOE regulation '
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that implements the FOIA at Title 10, Code of Fedefal Regulations (CFR), §.' 1004.9 (b) (3), -as i |
“news media” requestor.” 2 And in 2019, the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement o
Agency made a similar ﬁndtng that GALI is a media requester when it sought records from that

agency. See Exhibit 3.

In each instance an agency of the Federal government determined F OIA requests filed by -
GAI are propelly treated as requests from the news medIa and the1 efore ent1t1ed to wawed ot .
lower fees for copies of gover nment documents These 1ndependent determmatlons support the o

notion that GAI is a press or medla entlty as contemplated by the Comrmssmn
3. Books

As prevmusly noted GAI has partleipated in the pubheatlon of five books to date

representing its research work product. Both Congress and the Supreme Court have mdlcated

that First Amendment press protections should be broadly construed. The Court so noted in
Citizens United at 349 that it would be troubling if the corporate expenditure ban could be

applied to books; while Congress in 1974 noted it. did not seek to “limit or burden in any 'Way;t};ie“ T
First Amendment freedoms of the press and assoma‘uon” see. H.R: Rep, NO93-~ 1239 atd: |
Further in Advisory Opinion 2008-14 (Meiothe Inc. ) at 3 “Comnussmn has not 11m1ted the pr ess_ S
exemptlon to traditional news outlets, but rather has apphed it to news stones commentanes |
and editorials, no matter in what medium they are published.” GAI has published news, .
commentaries and editorials in multiple media, including through published books. The - -
President of GAI, and its most prolific auth01 is Peter Schwe1ze1 who the Commission has
recognized, “is a journalist and author who has written books and articles on government pubhc g

policy and other topics”. (see, MUR 6938 at 1,2) His most recent book, entitled: Secret Empires .

. 2 (3)Requesters Who are representat/ves of the news med:a The DOE will prowde A

. documents to requesters in this category for the cost of reproduction only, excluding charges-
for the first 100 pages. To be eligible for inclusion in this category, a requester must meet the -
criteria in § 1004.2(m), and his or her request must not be made for a commercial use. With
respect to this class of requesters, a request for records supporting the news dissemination
function of the requester will not be considered to be a request for a commercial use. See
further, 5U.5.C. §552 4 (A) (ii) supra. . :
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How the American Polltwal class hides corruptzon and enr:ches famzly and ﬁzends was released B

by HarperCollms in 20] 8" :

The GAI has a policy related to book pubhcaﬁons that teco gmzes the ultlmate

publication is the work product of the team of researchers working for GAI, whlle also requlrmg ~

extraordinary offort and additional work from the p11ma1y authm As such 1ts policy is to aliow o R

the author to negot1ate and receive whatever advance i 1s poss1ble ﬁom the pubhshel w1th all -
other royalties and proceeds being divided between the author and GAT to furthei its. B
investigative and journalistic publishing efforts. This practice was followed for Clinton Cashin
which Mr. Schweizer recognized the significant work of the ‘researchers’ and the leadership of
GAI. The book was a best seller, and various segments were published on GAI’s website, were, |
the subject of other journalistic endeavors, and were often quoted. In fact, the New York Tlmes
was given an advance copy of the manuser ipt, conducted mdependent 1esearch and pubhshed a . e
front page 4,000-word story validating the ﬁndmgs in the book relative to Russmn uramum e E-:? =
deals. See hitps '//www nytimes.com/201 5/04/24/0p1mon/candzdate—clmton—and—the-
foundation. himl. In addition, various other news outlets 1nc1udmg the Washington Post either
published segments of the book or invited Mr. Schweizer as a speaker or guest, thereby vastiy
increasing the public’s recognition of the mvesugajuve work being published by Mr. Schweizer,

" and, more broadly, GAL Further, the book was rhelde into a movie which Was-broa_dcast and _A |

otherwise disseminated to the public as a documentary.

In 2013, Mr. Schweizer published, Extortzon How Polzrzczans Extract Your Money, Buy o N
Votes, and Line Thelr Own Pockets. - Once again Mr, Schwelzer obtamed an advance he e
negouated and all other 1oya1t1es were shared equally w1th GAL In the acknowledgment Mr
‘Schweizer recognized the Board of GAL for makmg the book possible; as well as hstmg '
numerous GAI staff researchers and employees who helped to create the publication. See '

Exhibir 6, Acknowledgments.

In 2018, Mr. Schwelzer and GAI pubhshed through Harper Collins, Secret Empires, -
How the American Political Class Hides Corruption and Enr:ches Family and Friends. Once -
again Mr. Schweizer and GAI will divide the royalty payments from the book. In the ” ,
acknowledgements, after thanking the board and various staff at GAIL, Mr. Schwelze1 wrote, “At

10
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GAI we have a formidable band of professional staff who make us one of the most effectiw?e o
investigative organizations in the warld. These include Stuart Christmas our 'general counsel, -
reseatch director Eric Eggers, pro gram director Steve .Pofst, and data and technical dtreetor o
Chance Hendrix. Sandy Schulz helps us e}rpertly navigate the world of media and
communications. They all contribute mightily to this book. Some GAI employees who also

contributed have asked to remain anonymous."’

T 2018, Regeney Pubhshmg pubhshed Flaud How rhe Left Plans £0 Steal rhe Next _
Election, by Eric Eggers of the GAL Mr. Eggers following GAI pohey d1v1des all 1oya1tles wrth
GAL In the forward by Peter Schweizer, he wiote, “Our organization, the Government
Accountability Institute (GAI), was born in 2012 to do this kind of work, and ask these sorts of
questions. We are a nonprofit group of investigative reporters 1‘esea:rchers and writers wt'lo o’ - w
our own research and publish our findings in Teports; or as raw material shared with media
organizations to pursue further, and as books like this one. While many of the books we’ve
written on government corruption and incompetence bear my name as the auth01 they all rehed
on our marvelous team at GAL” (see Exhibit 8). Further, Mr. Eggers wrote in the
acknowledgements “There may be some people who' are able to conceive, research, draft and
edita book by themselves. Tam not one. of those peopIe ThlS book exists only beeause of the : .
efforts of an entire team w1th whom 1 was fortunate enough to work Atthe Government ‘
Accountability Institute, we are blessed with some- of the brightest and hardest workrng
researchers and staff in the country. Thanks to all of you for your help and support.” (see,
Exhibit 8) | |

Seamus Bruner is the Associate Director of Reésearch at the Government' Accountability
. Institute. Seamus has worked with GAI sinee:2013 'providing research and support for numerous g
New York Times bestsellers and 60 Minutes exposes. [n 2018 Seamus/ GAI pulali'shed' |
Compromised: How Money and. Pohtzcs Drzve FBI Corruptzon Followmg GAI policy Seamus
shares royalties’ payments with GAIL to support its ongoing research and publication of . (
important information about corruptlon in government and politics. (see Exhibit 9) Furthelmore _
M, Bruner acknowledged that he was a tesearcher on many other GAI pubhoatlons and news .

stories.

11 L
Greenberg Trauvig, LLP | Aitorneys at Law - AORO1 1;

www.gtiaw.com




All the books are classic examples of media or press aet1v1ty They are the produet of
GAIL staff and leader sh1p s do gged research which has glven the Amerlcan people 1n31ght mte B
.how government and pohtlcs works, or doésn’t work for the beneﬂt ef the average 01t12e11
~ There can bé no doubt the pubhca’uons meet the standards of medla actrv1ty as deﬁned by the
| FECA, and as deserrbed in multiple Advisory Oplmons of the Commlssxon and as commonly
understand by the public. Each is a product of the regular and continuing journalistic endeavors

of GAIL
4. Social Media -

As noted above, GAI maintains. an active presence on social media where it distribates its
news reports, investigations and commentary. In a fairly recent innovation, GAI has started |
presenting stories in greater depth, primarily threugh Peter Schweizer, or another GAI news' -
person making a plesentatlon on the web The Dulldown is a video podcast series that can now
be found directly on the GAI web31te along w1th 1ts Inany other news features, oF can be '

accessed through Instagram, at htips: //mstagram corn/dulldowntv/ or on Tw1tter at

https://twitter.com/TheDrillDownl. The DrillDown is an accessible way to reach the public and‘

other working journalists with GAI’s outstanding research and investigations. Channel
subscribers have first “dibs” on the vrdeos and other repoters will find source. material they can”
use in. their own stories DrillDownTV’s first episede Was released in March, The premi‘ere _ .
video podeast was the fifth most popular story on Facebook on the day it was 1eleased and was
followed by various industries. Other eplsedes have examined Washinton’s famous revoivmg
door” linking politicians and lucrative lobbying busmesses many of which were drawn from the
book Secret Empires. One 1nvest1gat10n showed there are 430 former lawmakers, almost an’ |
entire “shadow Congress,” cunently prowling' K Street lobbylng their former colIeagues in;
Washington on behalf of countless spemal interests. DrilldownTV podcasts have been featul ed. -
on the respected political news site RealClear Investlgatzons and in FOX News segments. They
have been picked up by large media organizations hungry for facts on those currently setting the

national agenda,
Social media is an inereasingl'y‘impo‘rtant V.ehiel_e for publishing news and ’com:rnenta_:r:y, :

and GAI is taking full advantage of these averiues to regularly publish its breaking_ news and i:n_Q
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depth reporting of issues important to the electorate and beyond. Additional social-rﬁedia access
to GAI’s repoﬁing news to the public, fiee of charge. may | be found at: Facebook GATI: S
hitps: //Www facebook.com/ GovernmentAccountablhtvlnstltute/ YouTube GAL N
' hitps://waw. youtube. com/channeI/U C vatlaO-hTLoZUoYr4YMg hTLoZUoYrélYMg, Drﬂl
'Down Facebook: hitps://www.facebook.com/drilldowntv/ ' '

5. Conclusion

A review of the news tab at the GAI WebSIte reveals that on J une 6ﬂ‘, alone GAI . _
. reporting was dnecﬂy cited, or the bams of storles pubhshed by the Wall Str eet J ournal Issue
One Fox News, Fox Busmess ABC (two dlfferent outlets), and the New York Tlmes By :
further publishing the product of its investigative work GAI is able to reach an audience several -
times the size of its own website and social media following. GAI 1is known as a trusted source
of news frequently cfced by the main sireet medla and beyond This is the essence of what the
media exemption was created to accomphsh To-allow Jomnahsts to 1esearch and write about
matters of public concern and share that information with the public, without bemg shut down by S
the Commission, or another government mstrumentahty because the reporting covers pohtllcs‘aznd o
pdliﬁcians. Any Such coriteﬁt based censorship_ wiﬂ not, has not, and cannot withstand court .

scrutiny.

FECA’s media exception recognize:;s ‘tﬁat ‘a communlcatlon appearlng in a news story, _ ;
| commentary, or editorial distributed through the facﬂltles of any broadcasting station, unless
such facilities are owned or controlled by any political party, political committee, or candidate”
see 52 U.S,C, 830104(0)(3)(B)(). Further, as noted above by bdth statute and 11 C.E.R.
§100.132, news stories, commentary, or editorial by any broadcasting station, Web site,

newspaper, magazine, or other periodical pubhcatlon mcludmg the mternet or elecironic-

publication is not an expenchture within FECA unless the publication is owned or controlled by R L

a political party, political committee or candidate. Since it is clear that GAT is not SO owned or:
controlled, its pubhcatl_ons are well Wlthln_‘;he envelope of media entities entitled to the media
- exception. Indeed, but for the fact that GAI focuses on corruption and misfeasance by ' o

government-officials and poﬁtical candidates it would not matter how the Commission viewed : A
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G Al the reporting would not be susceptible to being considered an electioneelftng

communication.

In Peter Schiweizer’s 2018 Secret Empzres he 1eferred to 1nvest1gat1ve ﬁndlngs | o

quesuonlng the mtegrlty and truthfulness of Joe Biden and Mltch McConnel who are both -

~ candidates for office in 2020 along W1th orltlcal comments about P1e31dent Trump and his
family, as well as naming many other political figures. 1f the Commission found that Mr.
Schweizer and his book was a form of political advettising, rather thEm political commentary
protected by the First Amendment and the media exceptlon he and the publisher could face a. ? R
Commission 1nvest1gat10n and enfor cement act1on for makmg illegal contubuttons through the o =

. publication, As noted ifi Cifizens United, at 324 “The First Amendment does not permit Iaws-

| that force speakers to retain a campaign finance attorney, conduct demographlc marketmg
research, or seck declaratory rulings before discussing the most salient pohtwal issues of our
day.” Yet, here is GAI, seeking an Advisory Opmlon to protect its right to investigate and repoi‘t_ . o
to the public on issues of importance W1thout having to defend its actions because some of i 1ts SRR
reporting relates to pohtlcal candldates be they currently elected officials or snnply asplrants
We note in MUR # 6938. Mr. Schweizer had to.retain counsel to defend his pubhoatlon of _

. Clinton Cash and‘his speaking out about the findings of GAI’s research regarding the Clinton
Foundation and its leadership; the Commission 1ecogmzed Mr. SChWGlZCI as a Journahst Wlthout

‘commentlng on GAI because it wasn’t a named party
Advisory Opinion 2016-01 (“Ethic’;)' ativised tﬁﬁt a for profit companiy, not OWned ot
- controlled by a political party, pohtlcal committee or candldate that regularly produced and

distributed pohttcal news and commentaty through its app and website was entitled to the med1a

exemption. Like GAL “Ethiq’s distribution of news content and commentary is at the core of its =~ . "

operations, as its business model involves the regular and continued production and disteibution

of news and politlcal commentaly » (at 4) Also, see Advisory Opinion 2000- 13 whlch found that -
publishing or gamzed news and commentary on a website qualifies for the média exemptlon -
Specifically, the Commission concluded at page 3. (“The website provides direct access to’

governmental and business news events, and its two prominent journalists generale reports,

interviews, and commentary on current affairs. Moreover, the web site is viewable by the* - - SRR
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general public and akin to a periodical or news pre gram distributed to the general public. See

Advisory Opinion 1982-58")

The Comm1ss1on dismissed MUR’s 721 8, 7224, 7231, 726 7237, 7238 7239 7240 and . N
7241 on, or about August 10, 2017 The eomplaints all alleged Va110us med1a outlets mcludmg :
the New York Times and Comcast Corporatmn V1olated FECA by pubhshmg certain polltlcal
-news. The analysis leading to the dismissal is equally apphcable to GAI and. its }oumahstm '
endeavors, leading to the conclusmn the GAl is a press entity ent1tled to the media excepuon
~ The factoral and legal analysis at 4 stated “The Comm1ss1on uses a two-step analysis | to R -
detelmme whether the media exemption apphes Fir st the Commission cons1ders whether the -
entity produces, on a regular basis, a program thait d1SSehunates news stories, _e_d1t01'1als, and/orr
commentary. Second, the Commission considers twe factors in determining ‘the 'scoiae of the ;
exemption: (1) whether the press entity is owned or controlled by a political party, political |
committee, or candidate, and if not, (2) whether the media entIty is acting as a media ent11:y in
conduéting the activity at issue (i.e. whether’ the ent1ty is actmg inits “1eg1t1mate pless :
' _funchon”) With 1espect to the second. factor, When determmmg whether an ent1ty is'engaging in
a legltunate media function, the Comrmssmn exammes (l) Whether an enuty s materlals are -
“available to the general public; and (2) whether they are comparable in form to those ordma,nly
issued by the entity. (internal cites omitted)”. As demonstrated herein, GAI is, and has operated'
as a press entity, regularly researching and reportihg matters of public concern, 1;0 the public, and Lo

it is not owned or controlled by any political entity.

" The aforementioned recent Advisory Opinien follows a long iine:ef eouft aecieious, -
Advisory Opinious and regulatory enaetrnents endorsing the First Amendments protections
offered to the press. GAIis in the non-profit business of researching and writing about the
efficiency and integrity of government ihstitutiohs and actors. It has a seven-year history of
hundreds of publicatio-ns inVestigative reports and p'oiitical commentai‘y regulérly repo‘rted -' .
through its website, social media, books and in coordination with traditional mecha Moreovel )
like the New York Times which often is called the “Paper of Record,” GAI's work is frequently S
the basis of news stories, blogs, tweets and even in depth reports by 60 minutes and other -
broadcast media. GAI reportefs and researches provide the facts that have driven many of the . .
most important stories in America. | ‘
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It has regulally publlshed its Joumahstlc ﬁndmgs w1thout fear or favm 1t 1sn t owned or

controlled by any political party, poh‘ucal comnuttee or candldate and 1ts books have been ' e f'j:‘ :

_acclaimed as “best sellers” by the New York Times. By every., standard estabhshed by the
. Comrmssmn and the Courts, GATis a quahﬁed journalistic entlty ent1tled to 1ecogn1t10n asa
 press or media entity. As such, it is exempt for FECA’s dlsclalmer reportmg 1equ1rements and 1ts . IR

published work is not a political contribution. 7

We are available should the Commission require additional information. We look

forward to an expeditious response.

- Sincerely,

cel Peter Schweizer
Stuart Christmas
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elaware . .

‘The First State

¥, JEFFREY W. BULLOCK, SECRETARY OF STAITE OF THE STATE oOF
DELAWARE, DO HEJI-'-{E.BY CERTIFY THE ATTACHED IS A TRUE AND CORRECT
COPY OF THE CERTIFICATE OF II\.ICORPDRATION QF "GOVERNMENT
ACCOUNTABILITY INSPITUTE", FILED IN THIS OFFICE ON THE
SEVENTEENTH DAY OF FEBRUARY, A_D. 2012, AT 5:44 OA’CLOCK P.M.

A FILEDR COPY OF THIS CERTIFICATE HAS BEEN FORWARDED TO THE

NEW CASTLE COUNTY RECORDER COF DEEDS.

OGSO

felfliey V. Bullock, Secrelary af State

5111654 8100 AUTHENTS“C TION: £37501

120189643

You may verify this certificats online
at corp.dslawara.gov/authver.shiml

DATE: 02-20-12
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State of Dalaware

Secreta.?( of Stats
Division o Coﬁzpratio.ns
Delivered 05:57 02/17/2012
FIZED 05:44 BM 02/17/2012

CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION XV 120189643 = 5121650 FILE

OF

Government Accountability Institute
{A NON-STOCK CORPORATION)

1, the undersigned natural person of the age of twenty one (21) years or mare, acling as

{ncorporator of 8 non-stock corporation, adopt the fotlowing Certificate of Incoiporation for such
carporation pursuant to the Delaware Generat Corporation Law.

ARTICLEEL
NAMI
The name of the corporalion is Goserament Aceountability Institute (hereinafter
the *Corporation™).

ARTICLE 11
DURATION
The periad of duration of the Corporatian is perpetual.

ARTICLE I
PURPOSHS

The Corporation shall be a nun-profit corpuration.

The purposes for which the Corporation is organized and operafed are o engage
exclusively in such charitsble, educational, and scientific aclivitics a5 inay gualify it for
exemplion from federal income tax under Seclion 501(c)(3) of he Internal Revenue Code
(hereinafter the “Cede™). To the extenl not inconsisient with the tnmediately preceding
senlence, the Corporation shalt be cnipowered 10 exercise all power and authorily granted to it
under the Delaware General Corporation Law, or otherwise, including, but not limited o, the
power 1o (i) accept donations of money or property, whether real or personal, or any interest
{herein, wherever situated, (i1y maintain contrel and discretion over the use of funds received by
the Corporation, and (ifi) monitor the use of Tunds made available by the Corporation to assure

that the funds are used in conformity with the intended purposes.
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ARTICLETY

The Carporation shall have one or mare classes of membership with such rights
as provided for in this Certificate of Incorporation and the Bylaws, except that members may not
he entitfed 1o vole on any matter cxcent as otherwise provided forin the Bylaws. Conditions for

membership shall be set forth in the Bylaws.

ARTICLIL YV
STOCK

The Corporatien shall have no capital stock.

ARTICLEV]
DIRECTORS

The alfairs of the Corporation shall be managed by its Board of Directors. The
Board of Directors shall have all powers necessary or appropriate for the administration of the
affairs of the Carporation and muy perform all sets in furtherance thereof as are not forbidden to

the Directors by [aw, this Certificaie of Incorporation, or the Bylaws.

The manner of eleclion or appoiniment of Direclors shall be provided in the
Bylaws. The number of members of the Board of Directors shall be set in the manner provided

in the Bylaws, but in no event shall there be fewer than ene (1) Director.

ARTICLE Vil
BYLAWS

The internal affairs of the Corporation shall be regulated by the Bylaws, and the

Board of Diirectors shall supervise the management of the business and affairs of the Corporation
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in accordance with the Bybaws. The power 10 amend or repeal the Bylaws shal] be vested in the

Board of Direclors except to the extent otherwise provided in the Bylaws.

ARTICLE VI
LIMITATIONS ON ACTIVITY

At all times. nolwithstanding merger, consolidation, reorganizetion, lermination,
disselution. or winding up ol .« wperstions, whethier soluntery or involuntary or by operation

of Jaw. or any other provision of tlus Certificale ol Incorporation:

A. the Corporation shall nol possess or exercise any power or authority, or
engage directly or indirectly in any activity, thal will or might prevent it al any time from
qualifying and conlinuing 1o qualily as a corperation deseribed in Code Sections 501H{e)(3) and

1

F70e)(2), contributions to which are deductible for federal incorae lay purposes under Code

Section | 70{a)(1);

B. no part of the assets or nel tamnings of the Corporation shall ever be used,
nor shall the Corporation ever he organized or operated, for purpases that are not exclusively

charitable, cducational, scientific, or filcrary within the meaning of Code Section 501(c)(3);

C. no substantjal parl of the activities of the Corporation shall consist of
carrying on of propaganda or otherwise atiempling 1o influence legislation, nor shali the
Corporation in any manner or to aay extent (including by publication or distribution of
statements) parlicipate or intervene wiany political campaigs on behal f of {or in opposilion to}
any candidate for public office. To the exient that Code Section 501 is at any time amended to
permit participalion or intervention in a political campaign or 1o permit 1o a greater extent the

carrying on of propaganda or otherwise atlempting Lo influence Jegislation by an organization

1
LVE]
t
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subject 1o its provisions, the Corporation shall be auhorized 1o carry on such activities to the

extent permitted by Seetion 501 as amended:

B. pursuant w e prolubitnan conained in Codé Seation 501(e)3), no pan of
the nel eamnings of the Corporatiun shall ever inurc (v the benefil of or be disiributgb]e 1o its
Directors, officers, or other private persuns, except that the Corporation shat be authorized and
empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services readesed and (o rnake payments and

distributions in furtherance of the purposes sct furth in Attiele 11 above; and

E. notwithstanding any other provision of this Certificate of Incorporation, if
at any time or times the Corporation is a private foundation within the meaning of Code Section

509, then during sucl time or times:

(13 the Corporation shalt net engage in any act of self-dealing as

defined in Code Section 4941,

(2)  the Corporation shall distribme its income for each taxable year at
such time and in such manner as not 1o subject the Corporation to the tax on undistributed

income imposed by Code Section 4942;

(3} the Corporation shall not retain any excess business holdings as

defined 1n Code Section 4943,

(4)  the Corporation shall not make any invesiments in such a manner

as to subject the Corporation to s under Code Section 4944 and
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(5)  the Corporation shatl not make any texabie expenditures as defined

in Code Section 4945,

ARTIGLE IX
LIMITATION ON PERSONAL LIABILITY,

The personal liability of the Dircetars of the Corperation is hereby etiminated to
the fullest extent permitled by the General Corporation Law of Delaware, as the same exis(s or
may hc.reaftcr be amended. No mnendment or repueal of this parageaph shall apply to or have any
effect on the liabilily or alleged liability of any Dircetor of the Corporation for or with respect fo

any act or omission on the part ol such Direvtor oveuning prior o such amendment or repeal.

The private property. balk real and personal, of the members of the Board of
Directors and the officers of the Corporation shall not be subject to the payment of corporate

debts ta any extent whatsoever,

ARTICLE X
INDEMNIFICATION

The Corporation shall indemnify ils directors, officers, employees and agents fo
the fullest extent peomitied by the Deliware General Corporation Law, as the same exists or may
hereafier be amended, except 1o the exient that sueh indemmifeolicn would result in an excise tax

under Chapter 42 of the Code.

ARTICLE X1
DISSOLUTION

Upon dissolution ol the Corporation. the Board of Direclors shall:

Al pay of make provision for the payment of all the Corporation’s liabilities;
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B. retuen, ware! T, ur convey (or make provision therefor) all assets heid by
the Corporation upon condition requiring such return, trangler, or conveyance in the event of

dissolution of the Corporation; und

C. dispose of the Cerporation’s remaining assels exclusively for the purposes
of the Corporation or distribute the assets to an prganization o urganizations organized and
operated exclusively for charitable, cducational, sctentitie, religions vt lterary purposes as shall,
at that time, quality for exemption under Code Seetion 504(c)(3), as the Directors shall
determine; provided that none of such assels shall be distiibuted to any corporation, fund, or
foundation any part of whose nel earnings inures io {he benefit of or is distributable to any
individual ot any corporation for profil, Any such assels not st disposed of shall be disposed of
by the circuit court of (e city or county in which the principal effice of the Corporation is then
located, o be used exclusively for purposes that are charitable, educational, scientific, religious
or literary within the meaning of Code Scetion 501{c)(3), or to an organization or organizations

organized and opcrated exclusively for such purposes.

ARTICLE X1
DEFINED TERMS

As used in this Certificate of Incorporation, the terms “Internal Revenue Code”
and “Code” mean the United States Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and a reference
to a provision of that Code shall be deemed to indicate the corresponding provision of any future

United States internal Revenue kaw.
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ARTICLE X1l
REGISTERED OPFICE AND REGISTERED AGENT

The address of the Corporation’s Registered Office in the State of Delaware is to be
located at: 2711 Centerville Roadh, Suite 400, in the City of Wilmington, DE 19808, County of

New Castle. The name of the Corporation’s regisiered agent &l such address is Corporation

Service Company.

ARRNCLE X1V
INCORPORATOR
1

The name and address of the Incorporator is:

Mame Address

Barnaby Zall 7018 Tilden Lane. Rockville MDD 20852

[, THE UNDERSIGNED, being the incorporator hereinbefore nared, for the purpose of
forming a corporation pussuant to Chapter 1 of Title § ol the Delaware Code, do make this
Certificate, hereby declaring and cerlilying that the fucls herein stated are true, and accordingly
hereunto set my hand this 17th day of February. A.D. 2812.

et

Barnaby Zal]
tncorporalor
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rom 990

Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax

= Do not enter social securisy numbears on thia form as it may he made public.

Under section 501{c}, 527, or 4947(a){1} of the Intemal Revenue Code [except private foundations}

QMB Ho, 1545-0047

Deparimentof thy Treasery
Intttin#t Revorss Sarvica B Go to www.irs.gov/Form820 for Instructions and the latest infermation.
A For the 2017 calendar year, or taX year beginning and ending
B chexad | Name of cxganization D Employer identification number
appficable:
Addess | GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILTTY INSTITUTE
[k Dolig business as ] Fe-teiisia
[ Nurnber and street {or P.0, box H mail is not delivered to street address) Room/site } E Telephona number
il 1414 PIEDMONT DRIVE EAST 850-329-725%
B City or {own, state o provinge, country-and ZIP or-forelgn postalcode- - | G _Grosarecvipls$ - LR AR 689y e e
fmended | paALLAHASSEE, FL 32303 H(a} Is this a group return
[JEz5*= | F Name and address of principal officer PEXER SCHWEIZER forsubordinates? [ IYes (X ]no
POT | 5aME AS € ABOVE H{b) el evbordiatas heueazl_Yes [ No
1 Taxexempt status: 1 X | 601(c)(3} [ Tsotm y nsertno) T _Tdoaziedmor [ _1527] 4 No attach a list. {see instructions)
§ Walsite; - 900, G-A-1,0RG Hic} Group exemption number -

K Forn of organization; L% ] Gorporaion || Tiust [ | Assoclation | T Ofherpp-

[Earri]

Summary

[1, Year of formation: 2012 | Sizte of legal domicite; DB

2 1 Briefiy describe the organization’s mission or most significant activities: 70 THVESTIGATE AND EXPDSE CRONY
g CAPITALISK, MISUSE OF TAXPAYERS MONIES & AND DFRER COVERNHENTAL
g 2 Check this box P E_Titthe organization discontinued its operations or disposed of morethan 25% of its net assats.
31 3 Numbsr of voting memnbers of the governing body [PartVl, tina 12) 3 3
g 4 Nuwber of ndependent voting mexbers of the governing body (Part VI, Tne 1B} ... vv.ceccerverennncssrerniverns 4 ~ 3
92| & Total number of ndividuals employed in calendar year 2037 Part Vi Ine 28} | ...t 8 26
Z1 6 Total number of v (estimate ¥ necessary) ) [
E 7 a Total unrelated business revenue from Part Vil column {Ch ing 12 i mmammesrsn s 7a [N
1 b Netunrolated buginess taxable income from Fomm 950°, fine 34 bi s 0,
Pror Yaar Cuprent Year
o | B8 Contributions and grants (Part VB, Sine 1h) 2,601 609, 2,435,250,
29 Program servios revenue (Part VIl fine 2g) 371, 77,439,
E 110 Investmeat income @art Vill, column (Y, lines 3, 4, and 7d) 11, 19,
11 Qther revenue [Part Viil, cofumn (4}, ines B, 8d, 8¢, 9¢, 10¢, and 11e) 9. 9.
12 Tolal revenus - zdd Enes 8 through 11 must equal Part VI, cofumn 4y, fe 32 ... 2,601,332, 2,457,693,
13 Grants and stmifer amounts pakd (Past 1¥, column {8, lines 13} 9, [N
14 Benefits paid to oe for members (Part 1X, celumn {8, tina 4) LN o,
118 Saares, other compensation, employes benefits (Part IX, column {A), lines 510} ... 1,454,971, 1,417,008,
fg 16a Professional fundtaising tees (Part IX, column (A}, fine 118) 9,
21 b Total fundralsing expenses (Part 1, column (D), Ine 258) - $8,385, s i i 3
Y ¥ 47 Other expenses {Part [X, column (), lines 13a-11d, 114248} 782,298, 941,858,
18 Total expenses. Add $inea $3-17 {must equal Part D4 column (8, line 25} | ... 2,247,050, 2,364,853,
49 Revenue less expenses, Subtract fe 18 fom fpe 12 354,332, 96,841,
58 ' Beginning of Cutrent Year End of Year
25| 20 Totat assets (Part X, ling 16) 44,702, 557,308,
<ol 21 Tofal labilities (Part X, line 26) 177,554, 189,115,
2% Net assets or fund balances. Subtract fine 21 from N8 20 c.ooviiininnionesiiisinnses 271,248, 358,083,

[_ar: i | Signature Block

Under penalies of perjury, | declare that ) have examiaed this return, Including accompanying schedules and stalements, and to the best of my knovdedye and efigd, itis
tre, correct, and complets. Declaration of peeparer (other than offieer} is based o7 ajl information of which pregarer has any knovdedge.

TALEAHASSEE, FL 32308

sign } Signalidre of omcer Dais’
Here PETER SCHWEIZER, PRESIDERT
Typa or prink name ant e
Print/Typs preparer's name Preparar's signature ] Ui [fzs& [ L FTIH
Paid HOEN KEILLOR satenpopg 01315238
Preparer [Firm'sname ) LAREGAN & ASSOCIATRE, P,C, Fms's BN e **-*F*4721
. Use Only |Firm's address . 2630 CENNENNIML PLACE

Phonenp.850-853-8418

May tha (55 discuss This retum with the preparer shown above? (sea insUUCtONS) .o i Zives [ Ina
2001 117817 EHA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the separate instructions, Form 990 2017}

SEE SCHEDULE O POR ORGANIZATION MISSION STATEMENT CONTINUATION
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Form 980 {2017} GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY INSTITUTE rELEEE1912 Page 2
[Partillj Statenient of Program Service Accomplishments
Check If Schedule O contains a response or note Yo any ine In this Part I 1

1  Briefly describe the organizatlen’s misslon:
0 INVESTIGATE AND EXPOSE CRONY CAPITALLSM, MISUSE OF TAXRAYRR MONIES,

AND OTHER GOVERWMENTAL CORRUPTION OR MALFEASANCE,

2 Didthe sganization undertake any slgnficant program sewices during the year which were not lisied on the
BOF FOMMEBSOOF BBOEZT __.....oooe oot sssseemeesneses e casemstss s E4s48 R RL 18R£8 00 R SR b —
If *Yas,* deserive these new services on Schedufe O.

... _Pld the organization cease conducting, or make significant changes in how it conducis, any-progrant services?, o

If *Yes," desciibe these changes on Schedule O, .

4 Desciibethe organization’s program service accomplishments for each of its ivee fargest program sexvices, =S measured by expenses.
Section B01{c)3} end 501{cH4) organizations are required ta report the amourt of grants and aflopations 10 others, the lotal expenses, and
revenue, if any, for sach program service reported. .

da (Gods ) (Expanases 1,722,409, cuding pems ol § Y (Revemmn s 22,439, )
THE GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILETY INSTITUTE {GAI} PRODUCES DETAILED
INVESTIGATIONS OF CRONYXSH AND GOVERNMERT CORRUPTION TO EDUCATE
CITIZENS ON TRE NEED TG PROTECT FREE MARKETS, GAL PROTUCES REEORTS WHD
BARTNERE WITH NATIONAL MEDIA TO ADVANCE FREE MARKET PRINCIPLEE, GAYL'S
WORK HAS DEEN FEATURED ON CNN, WPR NEWS, NY TIMES, NATIONAL REVIEW, §0
WINUTES, ABC REWI, NY POST, FOX NEWE, POLITICO, WASHINGION TIMEA,
PORBES, AND NUMERQUS GYHERS,

4b  {oedn Y {Epeanes s Inchidiag ganls 4§ ) (Hovema$ }

] dc {com ) {Eponsen s Includiog grants of § J (Aevenuos )

4d  Other program services (Dascribe in Schedule Q)
{Exponsos including grants of § ] [Ravenues )

4s__Total program service expenses | 1,72% 409,

Form 950 {2017)
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Form 590 (2017) GOVERNMENT ACCORNTABILITY INSPITUTR
Part lV.[ Checkiist of Required Schedules

Yes | No

1 Isthe organkzation descrined in section SOT()(3) or 4947(2)(1) {other han a private foundation}?

1# *Yes," complefo Schedula A et ———emoes T At RE SRS 8 SRt IRES
2 s the orgeantzation required to complete Sohedule B, Schediia of COMIBUIGISE . \ceeeeeenrerssrecsssensmsssnes X
3 Dl the oganization engage in director indect political campaign activities on hehadf of oF in opposition te candidates for

puibilic office? If *Yes,* complete Schedule G, Part! et e 3 3
4  Section 501{c}3} organizations. Did ihe organtzation engage in lebbying activiiies, or iave a section 50th) election In effect

duminghe tax year? If *Yes,” complete Scheculs C, Parthl .. . R e X
5 |5 the organkzation a section 501 ()i}, B0t ()E), or S0T{SHE) argantzation that recelves membership dies, assessments, or
..similar amounta.as definegdt i Revenug Procedue 98197 4 *Yes,” comgilete Schedvle C, Part Ml .. ... oo e 1.8 e e
& Did the organization maintaky any doner advised funds or any simflar funds or accounts for which donors have the rght o

provide advice on the distribition or lnvestment of ameunts n such funds or accounta? f *Yes," complete Schedtife D, Parfl | & i
7  Did the organization receive or hold a conservation easement, Including easements to presenve open space,

the envkonment, historic land areas, or historic strugtures? §f *Vas," complete Schedule D, Part lf et re e 7 X
8 Did the omanization maintaln coliections of works of ast, hisipilcal reasures, or offwar similar assets? If "Yes,” complete

Schedule B, Part i 8 X
g Dl the erganization report an amount in Part X, ne 21, for escrow or custodial account Fabity, serve s a custodlan for

amounts not Bstad in Part ¥; or provide credit counseling, debt management, credit repalt, or debt négoﬂaﬁon services?

9 i

1E"Yes, " complete Schedula B, PartlV

40 Did the organization, directly or through 8 refated crgankzation, hoid assets in tempbyarily restricted endo;vmenfs, permanent

endowments, or quastendavments? If “Yes,” conylete Schedule D, PartV ..o S STV
{1  if the organization's answer 1o any of the following questions Is "Yes,” then complete Schedula B, Parts W, VL, Vill, X, or
as appiicable.
a DId the crgantzation report an amound fos land, bulkings, and equipment in Part ¥, fne 102 If "Yes," complels Scheduia B,
)= L B U USRS . Hal X
b Did the organlzation reportan amount forinvestments - other securitles in Part X, line 12 that Is 5% or more of ts total
assets reperted in Part X, line 167 If "Yes, * complete Schedule D, Part Vil . 41b x
¢ Dig the organization report an amount for investments - program related in Part¥, e 13 that is 6% or more of its total
assets reported i Part X, fine 167 # =Ygs,* complete Schedule D, Part it 11i¢ b4
¢ Did the organization report an amount for other assets in Past X, line 5 that I 5% or more of its total assets reported In
Part X, ne 167 f *Yes,* camplete Schedla D, PELIX .. oo ceeerssssanssmsssssssssnions . 13d z
& Did the organizalion report an amount for other liablitles in Part X, Ine 2571 o5, " complete Schadule D, Part X 1laf &
t Did the organization’s separate or consolidated Ananciat statements for the tax year include a footnete that addresses
1he organization's labllity for uncertaln tax positions under FIN 48 {ASGC 74002 If "Yes,® complete Schedule D, PatX ... pmrx
42a Did the organization obiain separate, independent audited financiat statements for the tat year? if “Yes,* complote
Scheduls D, Parts M and X . e eteteosseesmaeee et e REAP AR SRR 08250 2z X
b Was the organization included fn consolidated, independent audited financial statements for the tax year?
IF *Yas,* and if the organization enswered "No* io fine 12a, then completing Schedule D, Parts X and Xif Is optional _ 1=h X
13 Is the orgenlzation a school described in section 17017 If “Yes," complste Scheauis B e seisras s tine 13 X
44a Did the prganization maintzin an office, employess, or agants outside of the United BIALES? it ciane 14a X
t Did the organization have aggregate revenues o expenses of more than $10,000 from grantmaking, fundraising, business,
invesiment, and progrant service activitles outskie the United States, or aggregate foreign Investments valued at $100,000
or more? If *Yes, * complats Schedule F, Parts [and IV L 14b z
{5 Did the organiration reporton Part 1%, cohunn {8, ine 3, mors than $5,000 of grants or othey asslstance o or for any ’
{oralgr organization? if *yes,* complele Schacule F, Paris I andiV .. oot tr s a et e e 16 x
16 [4d the organization reporton Part 1X, coluinn (4), fine 3, more than $5,000 of aggregate grants or cther assistance to
ot for foralgn IndgNals? If"Yes, " complete SeTe0uld F, PATS ATV st 18 L
17 Did the organization report a total of more than $15,000 of expenses for professional fundralsing sesvices on Part X, -
columin {A), fnes Gand Tie? IF *Yes,* completo Schedule G, Parti .. LT X
48 Did the oimanization report mare than 415,000 total of fundraising event gross income and contributions on Part i1, nes
5 and Ba7 I Yes,” GOMpIale SCHBIE G, PATIT o ocesssos ettt 18 X
19 Did the organization report mare than 415,000 of gross lacome #rom gaming activites on Part VIIL line 837 /f "Yes,”
complete Schadule G, Part it ] X
Form 990 2017
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" FornS80 2017 GOVERMMENT ACCOUNTARILITY INSTITUTE *h tavy972 Pege 4
[Fa '_[\ii Checklist of Required Schedules fcontinuved)

Yes | No
20a Did the organization operata one of mors hospital folfties? If “Yes,* complote Schedile t e 2ha x
b [f "Yes® to ling 20a, did the organizatien altach a 6opy of ils audited fnancial statements tothisrefurn? 20h
2% DIid the organization report more than 5,000 of grants or other assistance to any domestic organization or
domestic govemment on Part I¥, cohrmn (89, Tne 12 If "Yes,” complate Schetlule i, Parts fand Il ] X
23 Did the organlzation report more than $8,000 of granls or other assistanca to or for domestic Individuals on ’
Part IX, coluran {8), line 22 I *Yes,” complete Schedule |, Parts tend il ... —— 22 X
23 Did the oxganization answer "Yes” te Part VI, Section A, fine 3,4, or 5 about compensation of the organization's current
and former officers, directars, trustaes, key employess, and highest compensated employees? If "Yes* complete
v o SCheduled . S e et R A s : NV " I S
24a Did the organtzatlon have a taxexempt bond issue with an outstanding principal amount of mere than $100,000 as of the
Tast day of the year, that was issuad after December 31, 20027 If "Yes," answer fines 240 through 24d end complete
Schedufe K. Jf "No*, go lo fine 25a : 248 3
b Did the orgariization nvest any proceeds of tax-exempt bonds beyend a temporary period exception? | 24b
& Did tha emanizetion malntain an escrow account other than & refunding escrow at any time during tha year 1o defease
any taxexempt bonds? 245
' d Did the organization aet as an "on behalf of* lasuer for bonds cutstanding at any time during the year? .. 24d
253 Sectlon 50H{c)(a), 5a1[cH4), and 501{c)29} organizations. Dt the organtzation engage in an excess benefit
transaction with = disqualified person during the year? Jf *Yes,” complele Sehedtle L PAL e tes s rieans £5a %
b 1s the organization aware that it engaged In an excess beneft transaction with a dlaqualified parson in & prior year, and
that the transaction has not been reported oni any of the organization's prior Forms 990 or 980-EZ7 # *Yes,* complete
SOHOGURE Ly PAIE o ooooeoessrecssessmresensesemmsnorbdsest st s isossesb e s . 26k X
26 Did the organization report any amount on Part X, e 5, 8, o 22 for recalvables from or payables io any cureat or
former officess, directors, tustees, key employees, highest compensated employses, of disqualified persons? if *Yes,*
b4

complate Schedula L, Part ff |28
27  Did the organization provide a grant or other assistance toan officer, direclor, frustee, key employes, substantiai
contribulor or employes thereol, a grant selectlon committes member, of to a 35% controlled entity or famlly member
of any ofthese persons? # *Yes," complete Schedula Pt Bl oo seeseesbeeses b snmssarssases et sesess e 27 x
28 Vas the organizalion a party to a business transaction with one of e following partles (see Schedula L, Part 1V 5| =
Inshuctions for applicable filing threshakls, conditions, and exceptions):
A curreat or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee? If *Yes,™ complele Scheduvle I, Part iV

a
b A family member of a cutrent or former officer, direcler, tustee, or key employee? ¥ *Yes,” complele Schedule L, PartivV | 28h X
¢ Anentity of which a curent or former officer, diractor, trustes, of kay emgloyee (or a family member therecf} was an officer, '
director, trustee, or direct or indlrect owner? H "Yes,” complste Schedule L, PartlV_ | ... 28c X
29  Did the organizaiion receive more than $25,000 In ron-cash contibutions? if "Yes, ” complete Schedulo A4 | o |20 X
a0  Did the organization receive centributions of art, historical freasures, or other similar assets, or qualfied conservation
contributions? ¥ *Yes,* complete Schedula M 30 ¥
31 Dld the organtzation figuidate, terminate, or dissolve and cease operations?
IF “Yos," complete Scheduls N, Part { i b3
a2 id the erganization sell, exchange, dispase of, o¢ transfer more than 25% of its net assats?/ "Yes, " complete ’
Schadife N, Partl ... st ettt . %

33" Did the ceganization own 1005 ofan enlit'y disregarded as separate from the crganlzation under Regulztions

sections 301770142 and 301.7701-32 I *Ves, " compleie Schedule 8, Parf! | X
34 Was the organlzation refated to any tax-exemptor axabla entity? If *Yes, ™ compileta Schedule A, Part N, ¥t or I¥, and

Part Vi line 1 . . b8 X
353 Did the erganization have a tontrolled entity within the meanfng of section 512(\)(13)7 .. 35a| %

B K "Yes' to line 35, did the organtzation receive any payment from of engage In any transaction with a controlied entity

\within the meaning of sectlon 512(n)(13)7 f *Yes,” complets Schedule B, PartV, ne2 . e 188D X
36  Sectton S01[c)8) organizations. Did the organization make any transfers o an exempt non-charilable related organization?

¥ “Yes," complete Schedule R, Part V, line 2 a6 X
a7  Didthe organization conduct more than 5% of its activities through an entity that is not arelated organization

and thatis lreated as a partaership for federal income tax purposes? If *Yes,* compiete Schedvie R, Pare i | a7 X
38  Did the organization complete Schedue O and provide explanations in Schedule O for Part Vi, ines 11b and 197

Note. All Form 920 filers are required to complate Schedule O ooy prsse eyt s 35 | X

N Form 990 Po17)
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Form 899 (2017}
Part V]

GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY IHSTITUTE et &2

Statemants Liegarding Other i3S Filings and Tax Compliance
Check if Schedule O contains a responsa cr note to any tine in this Part v

[ =

[ ]

=] N
g ™o o

& 0

io

oo

11

(=3

12a

o

12

o

-

o

4a

-3

_ Note, Ifthe-sunt of Ines Ta and.2a is greater than 258, you may he-required to e-fils {sae Instructions} _ .

Enter the number reposted in Box 3 of Form 1096, Enter -0+ il not appicabla
Enter the rumber of Forms W26 included in line 1a, Enter -0- i not applicable

Dict the: organization comply with backup withholding rules for reportable payments te vendors and reportable gamlag
(gasnbling) winnings to prize wikners?
Enter the numbet of employeas reported on Form W3, Transmifital of Wage and Tax Statements,
fitett for 1he calendar year endlng with o within the year covered by thisretum .12

¥t least one is reported on fine 2a, did the organization file afl required federal employment taxre.tums?

Iiid the organization have unrelated businesa gross kcome of $1,000 or more duting the year?

It *Yes," has it fled a Form 990-T for this year? if “No," to fine 3b, provide an explanation I Schedula O

At any tire during the celendar year, did the organkmation have an interest in, or a signatura or other authordly over, a
financial account i & forglgn country (such as a bank account, securities account, or other financial account)?

1 *Yes,* enter the nam of the foreign. country: »
Ses instrrctions for filng requirements for AnGEN Form 114, Beport of Fareign Bank and Financlal Aocounts (FBAR). -
Was the organization a parly to a prohiblted tax shelter ransaction at any e during the tax year? |

DId any taxable parly notify the organization that it was or is a party to a prohibited tax shefier transaction?,
I "Yes," to e Sa or 5b, did the organization fle Form 888817 ..

Dees the erganization have annual gross recelpts that arg normatty greater than $100,000, and did the crganization solicit

were not tax deductible?

any contributions fhal weye not tax deductible as charitable confIBUBONE? .. st enrecssens s rress et sasastos 6a X
1 "Yes," did the organkzation include with every solicitation an express statement that such centributons or gifts
......... 69
Orgamizations thet may recelve deductible contributions under section 170{c). i KL
Did e oroanizaben recelve a Peyment In excess of §75 miade parlyas a contrbution ang partly 07 gonds and senvices provided to the payor? | 7a
th

IF*Yes," did the arganization notify the donor of the valug of the goods or sevices provided?
Did the organization sell, exchange, or therwise dispose of tangible persondl property for which Tt was requlred
1o file Form 82627
1f "Yes,* indicate the number-of Forms 8282 fited durlng theyear i 7d ;

Did the organization recelve any funds, directly or indirestly, to pay premiums on a personal bienefit contract?

Did the crganlzation, during the year, pay premiurs, directly or indirectly, on a personal benefit coniact?
if the organtzation received a conteibution of qualified Intellechsal properly, did the arganization file Form 8899 as required?.
It the organizaion reeeived a eontribution of cars, boats, airplanes, of other vehicles, did the organtzation fle a Form 1098-G7
Sponsoring organizations maintaining donor advised funds, Did a doner advised fund mahtalned by the

sponsuring organtzation khave excess business holdings at any time during the year?
Sponsoring arganizations malntaining donor advised Tunds.

Did the sponsering organization make any taxeble distributions under section 49667 .
Did the sponsoring organtzation make a distribution to a donor, donet advisor, or related person?

Section 501(c){7} organizations. Enter: .

Inftiation fees and capital contributions included on Part Vll, ne 12 ___ . 10a |
Gross receipts, fnoluded en Form 990, Part VIIE ine 12, for public use of club facilities . b |
Saction 501(c){12} organizations. Enter:

Gross income from members or shareholderd | ..t e iia
Grass income from olher sources (Do nok fet amounts due or paid to other sources against

amounts due or receivad from them} 11

Section 4947(=)( ) non-exempt charifable trssts, is (ha organkzation fiing Forsn 990 in leu of Form 10417

It "Yes,” enter the amount of tax-exempt interest recelved or aconsed during the year . ereen 128

Section BOHcK29) qualified nonprofit health insurance issuers.

s the orgarization licensed to issue qualifiad bealth plans in more than one state?

Note, Sea the instructions for addional inforration the organization must report on Schedule Q.

Enter the amount of reserves the arganization Is required 1o malmtair by the states in which the l [
13h

organtzation Is tcensed to issue gualified health plans
Enter the amount of reserves on hand |,

14a X

Did {he organization recelve any payments for indeor tanning services during the taxyear?
I *Yes,* has & filed 2 Form 720 to report these payrients? if "No, " provide an explanstion it Scheduie &

732005 §1-28-17
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Form 080 (2017 GOVERNMENT RCCOUNTABILITY EMSTITUXE de_berig12 Page B

Fartyt | Govemance, Management, and Disclosure For each *Yes® response [0 fites 2 throvah 7h below, and for a “No® responsa

to ling 8a, 8b, ar 106 below, describe the clrcinmstances, processes, or changes In Schedtls O. Sea instruciions.
Check ¥ Schedule © contains a response or note 1o an) ling o this Part Vi

&1

Section A. Governing Body and Management

Yez
=T

;.

{a Enterthe number of voling members of the goveming bady at the end of the tax year ia 5
1t there are mateskal diffarances in voting rights among membess of the govering hody, or if the poveralng
hady delegated hroad authorhy to an exetuiive commitiee of similar committee, exphain in Scheduls 0.

b Enter the number of voting members included in ne 1a, above, who aré independent . ib

2 ©id any officer, diector, tustee, or key employa¢ have a family relationship or 2 business retationship with any other

lND.

___ afficer, director, ustee, arkey smployee? - it o R R
a  Did the organizetion delegate control over management diries customarlly performed by or under the direct supervision

of olflcers, directors, or trustess, or key employees 10 a management company of other persen? .

e 1 2
4  Did the omganization make any significant changes to Its govamning documents smee he prior Form £90 was filed? | 4
5 Did the organization become dware during the year of a signilicaat giversion pof the organization’s assets? ., 5
& Di the arganizatlon jsave members or stockholders? e LB

7a Did the organization have members, stockholders, or other persons who had the power to eleot or appolit one or
more members of the GOvemIG BOYT ... ot bbbt et 7a

M

b Areany govemance decistons of the organization reserved to (or subject to approval By) members, stockholders, or
peraons other than the GOVESTIING BOYR  _____.___1esvrervsseessrocestesspess oo ioeetesssmee o e e ERSS Se AAR R e

a  Dig the organimtion contemporaneousty donement the ealings held or wiitien actions underiaken durng the year by ihe follaving:

a Thegoveming hody? .. "

b Each committee with authority to acton behall of the governing BOAYT _.....vvcereens

9 |5 there any officer, director, rustes, ar key employea listed in Part VI, Sectio A, who cannot be reached at the

orankzatiop’s mallng addeess? If “Yegs,* provkda the names and addresses in Scheduls O g X
Section B. Policies (This Section B requests infarmation about paficies not required by the Intemal Revenue Cods.)
) Yes | No
10a Did the organlzation have local chapters, branches, or afffiates? 10a X
B If "Yes, did the organization have written policies and procedures goveming the activities of slch chapters, affiiates,
and branches to ensura their operatons are consistent with the organkzallon's exempt purposes? 100
11a Has the organization provided a complete sopy of this Fom 990 to afl menmvers of its goveming body bafore fing the fom? {11a
b  Desotibe in Schedule O the process, it any, used by the organizatlon to reviaw this Form 990, ﬁ;‘%’
<5a Didthe erganization have 8 written contict of interest policy? i *No," go toine 13 . Ltza
b Were officers, directors, of busiees, and kay employees required to disclose annually interests that could ghve rise to conflicts? .. . iob | X
& Dkfthe organization regulary and consistently monttor and enforce compliance with the policy?1f *Yes, describe
i SChegUle O ROW RIS WES TOME | .o .oooevosssssssmsesmssss et psass s e s AR sy R e X

43 pid the organization have a witien whistichlower POHEY? Loirrererenenn e ieererteaeas oo b eereeaens seesaesenemrese Tt AR
14 Didthe organization have a written document retention and destruction polley? ... " )

1%  Did the process for determining compensation of the followlng persons Include a review and approval by independent
persons, comparablily data, and coniemporancous substantiation of the deliberation and deciston?

a The organtzation’'s CEO, Executive Director, or top g t offictat

b Other officers o key employees of the organt S
1 "Yas* to ine 152 or 15b, describe the process in Schadule O (see instructions).
46a Dl the organization invest in, contribute assets to, or padicipate in a joint venture or shofar armangement with a

taxable entity during the year? . eeveenemetrtn s e "
b i "Yes," did the organization follow a wiitten policy or procedure requbing the orgarization to evaluate s partisipation
In jolnt venture amangements under applicable federal tax law, and take steps to safeguard the organization’s

exempt status with respect to such aman, ements?

Saction C. Disclosure

17 List the states with which a copy of this Form 980 s required to be filed ™ HOWE

18  Section 5104 reguires an organization 10 make its Forms 1023 {or 1024 ¥ applicable), 596, and 80T (Section 501{(c){3)s only) avaiiable
for public inspection. Indicate how you made these avaiiable. Check afl that appiy.
Ownwebstte L Anotherswebsite  [X.] Upon request ] Other feplain in Schadiie Of
18 Describe n Schedule O whether and if so, tiow) the organization madg its governing decuments, confict of interest policy, and financial
statements avallable to the public during the fax year. .
20  State the name, address, and telephone number of the person who possasses the organization’s books and records: »
JENNIFER A, BRETT - 850-328-71259

119 8, MONROE STREET, SUITE 202, TALLAHASSEE, PL 32301

fForm 980 (2017}
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Form 990 {20171 GOVERNMENT ACCGUNTABILITY THSIITUTR ik dataip -5 & paa?_'?_
Compensation of Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, Highest Compensated
Employees, and independent Contractors :
Gheck if Scheduta O coniains a response ar nete to any lina i this Part VIl _— — [:I
Section A, Officers, Direciors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees
{a Complete this table for all parsons reguired to e fisted. Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or withln the organkzation's tax year.
® List all of the organization's current officrs, directors, trustees {whether individuals or organizations), segardiess of amount of compensatian.

Enter -0~ in columns (0}, (E), and {F) ifno compensation was paid,
« List all of fie organizalion's current key ampkoyses, f any. See Instructions fer definltion of key employee.”
® List the organization’s five SulTent highast compensated employees {other than an officer, director, trustes, of key employee) who regeived report-
able compensation (Box & of Form W2 and/or Box 7 of Eore 1089-MISC) of more than $100,000 from the organization and any refated organizations.
# List 2l of the organtzation's former officers, key employses, and highest compensated employaes who racelved mora than $160,000 of
roportable compensation from the organization and any rdlated oANEANONS. -0 - - o st o ot i S eation,
Wit all of the organizalion's former dresiars or trusteas that recawed, in the Gapaciy as a former dirsclor or rustee of the organtzation,
more than $10,000 of repontabla compensation from the crganization and any refated organtzations. .
List persons in the following orden ndividual tustees ot directors; nstitutional trustees; officers; key employees; highest compansated employess;
and former such parsons,

l:] Gheck this bax if nelther the organizaticn nor any related organtzation compensated any current officer, director, or trustes.

(A} {8} ) o) {8 {F)
Name and Tile AVETADR | (ganot Josttion eoms Reportable Heportable Estimated
hiourspet | o onkss personis hoth an comgiensation compensation amonnt of
wegk | oo dreofinetod from from related other
fistany i the organizations compensation
hoursfor |2 5 omanization (W2 089-MISC) fromi the
wated 13| 3 H WRIIBH-MSO) orgarization
organization g = _g- £ and refated
velow | 3 % = | 2158 organizations
iR L
t1) PRIER SCHWRIZER 30,00
PRESIDENT 5 BOARD DIRECTOR 4 218, 060, 0, ¢,
{2) REBERAH MERCER 30,00
CHATRMAN OF THE BOARD DIRE x| = g. g, ]
{3} BUNTER LEWIS ) 1,490
EOBRD DIRECTOR b1 8, 0, 0,
{4} RON ROBINSON 1,00
BOARD DIRECTOR X @ 0, .
{5) QWER SHMITH 1,00
BOARD DIRECTOR X 0, ¢, g,
(6] STOANT CHRISTMAS 59,04
YP & GEHERAL COUNSEL X 160 060, 0. 0,
i
Fonr 990 (2017
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Form 590 (2017 GOVEBNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY INSTITUTE *E_LEN) 012 Page 8

[Palft._m ‘Sectlon A Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compénsated Employees feontinzed}
i @ {8) ) {© ® . {F)
Name and tils ;\D\Lerrsag:r {:_;mldig%“mm o Hépoﬂabﬁlzn Reportable Estimated
. wnle: 500 i
Al e e | R “;fnﬁgg‘;g“ a’“:;gf of
{ist any g the organizations compensation
hoursfor |3 = organkzation (W-2/1083-MISC) from the
wiated [ §[§ g (W2I095-MISC) orgenization
gankzations] £ | 2 gle and related
, pelow {54 2 (32 organizalions
L
ib Sub-total » 379,090, [ 0,
G Total fram continuation sheats to Part VIl Section A e » g, LR 4,
o Total {add Jines 1b and 15} » 370,000, 9. ]
2 Tota number of individuals frckeding but not Smited to those listed above) who recelved mora than $100,000 of reportable
compensation from the organfzation » 2
, 3  Didthe organlzation list any former officer, director, or trustes, key employee, or highest compensated employee on
line 1a? if “Yes,” complate Schedule J for such individual
4  Forany individual listed on fing 1a, is the sum of teportable corapensaton and other compensation from the arganization
and related crgantzations greater than $150,0007 I “Yas,* complate Schedule o for such individual :
5 D any person listed on line 1a recelve oF accrue COMPER; tion from any uprelated organkzation or individual for services
rendered 1o the organtzation? if *Yes, " complefe Sehedule J for such parson

Section B. independent Coniractors
1 Complete this table for your five highest compensated lndependent contractors that received more than $100,000 of compensation from

' ____theprgankzation, Report compensgation for the calendar year ending with or within the organization's tax year,

A} B €}
. \ Name and business address Description of services Cempensation
- L TPC MANAGMENT CONSULTANES LLC, 3425 PROVIDE COMMURICATIONS
BANNERMAN ROAD SUXTZ 105 UNLT 198, LONSULTING FOR OA 192,212,

2 Total numbér of independent contracters (including but not Imited to those listed above) who received more than
£100,000 of compensation from the erganfzation »

Form 990 ?o17N
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Form 980 017} GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY INSTITUTE
Ty Statement of Revenue

espanse Of Rote 0 an T in this Partvill_.

[

Check i Schedule O confains ar

Total revenue

it .

Unrelated
business
revenue

Rﬁfvenuﬁxctudad
mrge tat); Hndez
§15 514

b Membership dues
¢ Fundraising events

Contributions, Gifts, Grants
and Othet Similar Amounts

1 a Fedevated campalgns

d Helated organizations
e Govemment granls [contributions)
... - Mlother contibuticns,gifts,-grants, and—

simtiar amounts ROt included abova
g Noncash cortrisuticns nctudad in tines -1k %
h_Total. Add toes a1t

i
1d
e

2,435,250

e e

»

Business Code

Fe%

[avenus

Pro;gam Senvlce

a
b
3
d
e
1

g

Al ether projrest Seqvice revenue
Total. Add fres 2a2f N

300099 22,4349,

»

22,438 45

' e

investment moome (nckuding dividends, interest, and

4

other similar amousis)

»

igd,

Ingome from investment of tax-axempt bond proceeds

>

6 HRoyaties ...

) Personal

(3 Real

K. &a Grossrenis
it b Less:tental expenses
e, & Beniatincome or foss)
o d Netrental incoma or floss)
7 a Grossamount from sales of
agssets ofher than Inventery
b Less: costor other basls-
and sales sxpenses
e Galn or {loss)
d Net qain of §058)} cviivmrrinaiies
g 2 Grossincomes from fundralsing events {not
inclding $ of
contributions reported on ling 16). See
Part iV, ine 18 ... e @
b Less: direct expenses, b
¢ Netincome or foss) from rindralsing evenis
g a Gross ncome from gaming activilies. See
PartiV, fne 19 .,
b Less: direCt EXPRNSES \ovrereecmrrmsrssiens
& Nat income or foss) from garming activities ..
10 a Cross sales of Mventory, less retums
and allowances e etevperananee eeeeen a
h Less:costofgoodssod bi _ Lt
- o Net Income or fioss) from sates of Inventory
Misceliansous Revenue

) Securilies

Other Revenue

Business Codel . N N

[
o Al otherreveque |,
e Totah Addnes 11a1d
tp  Touf revenue, Sea insiructions.
Faznoa t1-36-17

22,449,
Form G50 {2017)

%,457,698.,
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GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTRBILITY INYTITUTE

n_«tilgiz

Fage 10

Part,[%] Statement of Functional Expenses

iete ail cob

Aftother organizations st complete colmit (A).

Section 501(c){3) and 501{c4) ¢ jons must o

_ L]

Check if Schedule O contains a respohise ar nots o any line in this Part 2 ..
Al

Do nat Inchude amounts raported on lines &b,
75, 8b, 96, and 10b of Part VK.

)]
Total expenses

)
Program service
expenses

J{]
Management snd
gerieral gxpenses
7

ém
Fuperdlsing
expenses

1 Grantsand otfier assistance to domesiic arganizations
and domestic govemments, See Part IV, line 21

2 @rants and other assistance to domestic
individuals, See Part iV, ine 22

3 Grants and ofher assistance to forelgn

- atgankzations, foreign gover ts,.and. forelgn
individuals, See Part 1, ines 15and 16 ..

+

E-

Benafits paks to or for ]
Gompensation of current officers, directors,
tustees, and key employees

=]

310,000,

222,000,

127,008,

§ Compensatior notinclsded ahove, 1o disgualified
persans (a6 deflred under section Ag58({1)) and
persons described in section 4958{c)(3H8) ...

7 Othey salaries and wages

827,267,

661,829,

165 458,

g Penslon plan accruas and contributions {incluce
section AG(k) and 403(b} employer contributicns)
9  Other employee henelils

144,677,

115,742,

28,335,

75,036,

64,029,

15,007,

10 Payrolltaxes |
14 Fees forservices (noremployeas):

Martagement
Legat

T, 020,

1,020,

39,200,

39,200,

Accounting
Lobbying ......... P

Profassional tundrai‘slng services. See Part WV, line 17
Investment management fees |,

w - Ao T

Other. (it ing 11g amount expeeds 10% of fing 25,
golumn {A} amouat, Nistling 1#g expenses o.5¢h 0.}
12 Advertising and prometion

&858,

2,189,

13 Office expenses

32,022,

31,002,

14  information techrivlogy

1 Royalties
16 Oceupancy ,

76837,

76,887,

56,071,

11,014,

44,057,

17 Tavel ... -

18 Payments of fravel o entertainment experses
for any federal, state, or lacal publie afficials

49  Gonferences, conventions, and mestings ..

Payments to atfiiates ...

Depreciation, deplelion, and amortization ...,
Insurance

22,310,

22,310,

3,021,

EEREB

Dther exprenses. temize expenses ot covered

24 ampunt exceeds 10% of ling 25, coluznn A
amount, ist line 242 expénses en Schedule 0.}
OUTSIDE CONTRACT SERVIC

ahoue. {List miscefanzous expenses fn fina 24e, [fling ’

15,105,

299,650,

299,650,

BOOKS, BUBSCRIPTIONS, R

297,068

297,068,

37,385,

37,385,

AWARLS AND GRANIS

25,000,

25,000,

a
b
¢ GENERAL REL SRRVI
d
-]

15,285,

11,378,

21,907,

All gther expenses
26 Tolal furctionat expenses. Add ines 1 through 248

7,360,858,

1,771,409,

561,054,

58,335,

26 Joint costs. Gomplats this fine oty if the arganization
reparted in column {8) Joint cosls from a combined
edutational campalge and fundraising soficitation.
Chect fera - i fellaving SOF 98.2 (ASC 958-120]

7ap010 11-28-17
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Form 990 {2017} GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY INSTITUTE *r_wreyang Page 11
Rari:%: [Balanca Sheet
Check if Schedule O contains a response grnote to any fne nthisPart X ovverenseesisoniimncs: L]
(A} {B}
Beginning of year End of year
350,409, 478,826,

Gash - norInferest-bearing |

Savings and temporary eash inv i<
Pledges and grants recehvable, net

Accounts receivable, net

[ N L e

Loans and other receivables from cument and former officers, directors,
trustees, key employess, and highest compensated employses. Gcmplete

e Partil of Sohedule = g

& Loans arf other recaivables from othet dssqua!nﬁed parsons (as deﬁned under
section 4988(f{1)), persons described In sectien 4958()3)B), and contributing
employers and sponsoting ergantzations of section 501{c)(9) voluntary

employess' beneficlary organizations {see instr), Complele Partil of Schil .,
7 Hofes and foans receivable, net

8 inventories for sale or use

9 Prepald expenses and deferred charges

10a Land, buildings, and equipment: sost or other
basls, Complete Part VI of Schedule D .. [ 102 188, 785
b less:acoumulated depreclation 10k 146,164,

11 Investments - publicly raded securities

12 Investments - other securties. Sea Part WV N 1T v,

13 Investments - programyelated_See Part IV, lne 11 s
14 [reangible dssets

15  Othor assets. See Part [V, line 11

16 Tofal assets, Add lines 1 through 18 {must equal line 34)

Liahfies

Net Assets or Fund Balances [

13,686, 15 13,688,
433,782, 16 557,208,
62,005,] 17 58 532,

17 Acoounts payable and accrited expenses
18 Grants payable

18 Deferred revenue

20 Taxekémpt bond fabilies

21 Escrow or custodial accotmt liabiity. Complete Part IV of Schedula D
23 Loans and olher payables to current and former officers, dlrectors, fiusiees,
key employees, highest compensaled employees, and disqualitied persons.
Complete Part & of Scheduls L

23 Secured mortgages and notes payable to unrelzled thint partes ...

‘24 Unsecured nates and loans payable to unrelated third parties

25  Otherliabifties fncluding fedefal Income tax, payables to related third
partiss, and other fablities not included on lines 17-24), Complete Part X of

Organizziions that fotlow SEAS 117 (ASC 958), check here p- t2] ang
complote lines 27 hrotgh 29, arid lines 33 and 24.
27 Unrestricted netassels .,

271, 248.] 27

Schedute D 115 5290 25 129,587,
28 Totaf Habilittes. Add Bnes 17 throtgh 26 e ppgnirmssco e siaiipgese 177,534.} 26 189 119,

366,089,

28 Temporarily reskicted net assets |
29 Permanently restricted niet assets

Organizations that oot foiow SFAS 197 {ASC 958, chock here I L
and cormlete Bnes 30 through 34
30 Capital stock or trust principal, of curent funds

31 Paidn or capital surglus, or tand, bullding, or equipment fund

Retalned eamings, endewmment, accurmulated Income, or other funds

7301 {1-25-1T

32 32

43 Total net essets or fund balances .. 271,248.] 33 368,089,

34 Total Uabiliies and net assets/lund batances 448,781.] 34 559,208,
Forre: 580 (2017
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Form 990 £2017) GOV te_teh1912 page12
[Part X{] Reconcifiafion of Net Assets
CGheck  Schedule U containg a response of nota to any fine i this PAX  esrioseesisi ooyt srensipsass seages st e et e T3
1 Total revenue (mezst equal Part VIiL, cofumn {A), fine 12 1 2,457,699,
2 Totaj expenses fnust equal Part IX, column (A, lina 25) 2 2,360 858,
3 Revenueless expenses, Subtract fne 2 fromine 1 ... — 3 96,941,
4  Net sssels or fund balances at beginning of year (must equal Past ¥, line 33, column {A) 4 271,248,
& Net unrealized gains (osses) on investments ., 5
6 Donated services and use of faclidles 6
7 Investment expenses 7
.8 ..Priorperlod adiustments — - e co som s awn s P B - | e
@ Otherchanges in net assets or fund balances {expiain in Schedule C) g o,
46 Hetassets or fund balances at end of year. Gombira lines 3 thiouigh 9 {must equal Pait X, line 23,
10

column (&
FRatXl Financial Statements and Reporting

Check B Scheduls O contalns 2 respense or note to any e in s PARXI ..oy

4 Accounting method used to preparethe Form g (1 Gash  [X] Accruat T other
1f tha organfzation changed s method of accounting frem a prier year or checked *Cther,” explain in Scheduia 0.

2a Wera the organization's financia staternents compited or reviewed by an lndepondent accountant? _............ S

If “Yes,* check a box below ta Indicate whether the financlal statemens for the year were compiled or veviewed ona
separate basls, consolidated basls, or bothy
3 Separate basls {1 consolidated basis [ hoth consotidated and separate basis
b Were iha orpanization's financial statements audited by an dependent accountant?

1§ "Yes," chack & box below to Indlcate whether ihe financial statements Tor the year were audited on & separate basis,
consolidated basis, or hoth:
{2 | separate basis {1 consalidated basls ] motn consobidated and saparate basls
& 1f*Yes" to IIng 2z or 2b, does the organization hiave a committce that assumes responsibility for oversight of the audit,

reviewi, or compllation of its financial statements and selection of an indepandent accountant?

If the organization changed either fts ovarsight process or selection process during the tax year, explain n Schedule O.
3a As g result of a federal award, was the organization required fo undergb an audit or audits as set fotth In the Single Audit

Act and OMB Ciroular A-1337

b If *Yes," did the organkzation undergo the required audit or audits? If the omanization did nat undeno the required audit

ab

or audits, explain why in Schedule O and deseiibe any steps taken to undergo such aydits

132042 13.28-17

Formn 980 [2017)
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Subject: FW: ICE FOIA Request 2019-§CFO-33806

Date: Wednesday, April 10, 2019 at 10:50:47 AM Eastern Daylight Time

from: Caleb Stephens <Caleb.Stephens@g-a-l.org>

To: Hannah Cooperman <Hannah.Cooperman@g-a-i.01g>, Stuart Christmas <Stuart.Christmas@g-a-
i.org>

From: ice-foia@dhs.gov <ice-foia@dhs.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, April 10, 2019 10:10 AM

To: Caleb Stephens <Caleb.Stephens@g-a-.0rg>
Subject: ICE FOIA Request 2019-1CF0-33806

Aprit 10, 2019

Caleb Stephens

Government Accountability Institute
1414 Piedmont Dr NE

Tallahdssee, FL 32308

RE: ICE FOIA Case Number 2019-ICF0O-33806

Dear Mr, Stephens:

This acknowledges receipt of your April 08, 2019, Fresdom of Information Act {FOIA) request to U.S,
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), for requesting any communication, documentation, or
documentation of communication regarding Cory Booker from 2006-present, or involving an emall address
ending In @booker.senate.gov. Your request was received In this office on April 08, 2019.

Due to the Increasing number of FOIA requests recelved by this office, we may encounter some delay in
processing your request. Per Section 5.5(a) of the DHS FOIA regulations, 6 C.FR. Part 5, ICE processes FOIA
reguests according to thelr order of receipt. Although ICE's goal Is to respond within 20 business days of
recelpt of your request, the FOIA does permit a 10- day extension of this time period. As your request seeks
Aumerous documents that will necessitate a thorough and wide-ranging search, ICE wilt invoke a 10-day
axtension for your request, as allowed by Title 5 U.S.C. § 552(2)(6){B). If you care to narrow the scope of
your request, please contact our office, We will make every effort to comply with your request in a timely
manner.

Provisions of tha FOIA allow us to recover part of the cost of complying with your request. We shall charge
you for records it accordance with the DHS Interim FOIA regulations, as they apply to media requesters. As
a media requester, you will be charged 10 cents per page for duplication; the first 100 pages are free. We
will cohstrue the submission of your request as an agreement te pay up fo $25.00. You will be contacted
hefore any further fees are accrued.,

We have queried the appropriate program offices within ICE for responsive records, If any responsive records
are located, they will be reviewed for determination of releasability. Please be assured that one of the
processors in our office will respond te your request as expeditiously as possible. We appreciate your patlence
as wa proceed with your request.

Your request has been assigned reference number 2019-1CFO-33806. Please refer to this identifier in any
future correspondence. To check the status of an ICE FOIA/PA request, please visit hitp://www.dhs.gov/foia-
status. Pleasa note that to check the status of a reguest, you must enter the 2019-ICFO-33806 tracking
number, If you need any further assistance or would like to discuss any aspeck of your request, please contact
the FOIA office. You may send an e-mail {o ice-foia@ice.dhs.goy, call toll free (866) 633-1182, or you may
contact our FOIA Public Liaison, Fernando Pineiro, In the same manner, Additionaily, you have a right to right

t
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to seek dispute resofution services from the Office of Gavernment Information Services (0GES) which
mediates disputes between FOIA reguesters and Federal agencies as a non-exclysive aitemative to litigation.
Tf you are requesting access to your own records (which Is considered a Privacy Act request), you should
knaw that OGIS does not have the authority to handle requests made under the Privacy Act of 1974, You may
contact OGIS as follows: Office of Government Information Services, National Archives and Records
Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-0GIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at pgis@nara.gov;
telephone at 202-741-5778; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-741-5769.

Regards,

ICE FOIA Office

Immigration and Customs Enforcement
Freedom of Information Act Office

500 12th Street, S.W., Stop 5009
Washington, D.C. 20536-5009

Telephone: 1-866-633-1182

Vislt, our FOIA website at www.ice.qov/foia
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20220

December 11, 2013

FOIA No.: 2018-11-109
QASIS No.: 1034320

Caleb Stephens

Government Accountability Institute
1414 Piedmont Drive

Tallahassee, FL 32308

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL: caleb.stephens@g-a-iorg
Dear Mr. Stephens:

This acknowledges the modification of your November 21, 2018 Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA), 5 U.8.C. § 552, request to the Department of the Treasury, seeking “Any records of
communicalion, communication, or documentation to the Treasury Department Office of Foreign
Assets Control or general Treasury Department officials who have supervision of the Offics of
Foreign Assets Control regarding Jane Sanders, Burlington College, or any email address ending
in @sanders.senate.gov from 2006 to present.” Treasury referred your request to the Office of
Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) for processing on September 13, 2017.

In a phone call with the FOIA Office on December 7, 2018, you modified your request to “Any
records of communications to OFAC officials (Director, OFAC; Deputy Direcior, OFAC;
Associate Director, Office of Sanctions Policy and Implementation and the Assistant Director,
Licensing) regarding Jane Sanders, Builington College, or from email addresses ending in
@sanders.senate.gov or @burlington.edu from 2006 to preseat.

OFAC generally processes its FOIA requesis on a “first in, fixst out” basis. We may encounter
some delay in processing your request since OFAC is experiencing a substantial backlog of
FOIA requests that has adversely affected its response time. We will make every effort to
comply with your request in a timely manner; however, thers are approximately 190 open
requests pending ahead of yours in our processing queue.

For fee purposes, we have determined that you are a “media” requester. The FOIA, specifically 5
U.8.C. § 552(2)(4)(A), and Treaswry FOIA regulations at 31 C.F.R. § 1.7, allow us to recover
part of the cost of addressing your request. As a “media” requester, yon will be charged the cost
of duplication only, excluding charges for the first 100 pages. Duplication will be assessed at
20-cents pet page. We have construed your request to indieate your willingness fo pay assessable
fees up $25. However, since OFAC processes ifs responses electronically, any assessable fee will
likely be de minimis. Your request for a fee waiver, therefore, is moot,

Please be aware that OFAC will neither confirm nor deny the existence of investigative records,

pursuant to exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3) and (B)(73(A) of the FOLA, unless there was an actual
investigation that resulted in a designation or enforcement action, or the jnvestigation is
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Mr. Stephans
Pape 2

‘publicized. The mere acknowledgement of an investigation could reveal classified information
and theteby cause harm to our national security posture. Until an actual designation,
enforcement action or public acknowledgement of an investigation by Treasury has oceutred,
release of any information confirming or denying the existence of an investigation could
conceivably tip off the subjects of pending investigations.

The mete acknowledgement of an OFAC investigation would aflow the subject of the
investigation the opportunity to engage in asset fHight and change their habits and routines such
that an enforcement action or designation would be impossible to obtajn, Conversely, if OFAC
were to acknowledge that it was nof investigating an individuat that was actually involved in
criminal activity, that information alone may embolden the individual in their continued criminal
aclivities. For those entities and individuals subject to the Kingpin Act [21 U.5.C. § 1904]
please be aware that all records or information obtained or ereated purswant to the Kingpin Act is
excluded from the provisions of the FOTA (5 U.8.C. § 552(a)(3)) pursuant to 21 U8.C4
1904(e)(3).

‘We will query the appropriate OFAC components for responsive records. If responsive records are
located, they will be reviewed for determination on release. One of our analysts will respond to
your request. We appreciate your patience as we proceed.

If you have any guestions regarding this matter, you may email OFACFOQIAOffice@treasury.goy
or contact the FOIA Requester Service Center at (202) 622:2500, option 3. Please reference
FOIA mumber 2018-11-109 in any future communications.

Sincerely,

Sara E, valysignea

* by SaraF. Moss
Date: 2018.12.11

MOSS 1451:36-05'00'

Sara Elizabeth Moss, Ph.D., MLS

Senior FOIA Reviewer

Information Disclosure and Records Management
Office of Sanctions Support and Operations
Office of Foreign Assets Control
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Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

DEC 31 9018

Caleb Stephens

Government Accountability Institute
1414 Piedmont Dr. E.

Tallahassee, FL 32308

Via email: caleb.stephens@g-a-i.org

Re: HQ-2019-00200-F

Dear Mr. Stephens:

This ig an interim response to the request for information that you sent to the Department of
Energy (DOE) under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 552, Yourequested:

Any communications, decumentation of communications, or documentation from
2006 to present regarding Senator Sanders, Jane Sanders, Carina Driscoll, any
address containing @sanders.senate.gov, Champlain Housing Trust, the Vermont
Econosnic Development Authority (VEDA), the Vermont Woodworking School,
Burlington College, or the Texas Low-Level Radioactive Waste Disposal
Compact Commission.

On November 28, 2018, in an email exchange with Ms. Rachel Fellows of this office, you
identified the following program offices for your request: the Office of Congressional and
Intergovernmental Affairs, the Office of Nuclear Energy, the Office of Enterprise Assessments,
the Loan Programs Office, and the Office of Economic Impact and Diversity. In addition, you
specified various seatch terms for these offices, as summarized below:

All Offices Listed:
“Senator Sanders”
“Bernie Sanders”
“BRernard Sanders”
“Jane Sanders™
“Jane O’Meara”
“Caring Driscoll”
“@sanders.sepate.gov”
“the Vermont Economic Development Authority”
l‘VED A))
“Burlingfon College”
“@burlington.edu”
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Office of Enterprise Assessments, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental
Affairs, and Loan Programs Office: :

“Champlain Housing Trust”

LQCHT”

“Champlain Housing”

“Champlain Trust”

“Neighborworks Vermont™

“Neighborworks V1~

“Yermont Woodworking School”

Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs and Office of Nuclear Energy:
“the Texas Low-Level Radioactive Waste Disposal Compact Commission™
“TLERWDCC”?

“Texas Compact Commission”, -

‘Your request has been assigned to DOE’s Loans Program Office (LP), Office of Congressional
and Infergovernmental Affairs (C), Office of Nuclear Energy (NE), Office of Enterprise
Assessments (EA), and Office of and Economic Impact and Diversity (ED). Upon completion of
the search and the review of any documents located, you will be provided a response.

In a December 26, 2018, phone call, confirmed via email, with Ms. Angela Holmes of my office,
you tequested a waiver of all fees associated with processing of this request. For putposes of
assessment of any fees, you have been categorized under the DOF regulation that implements the
FOIA at Title 10, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), § 1004.9(0)(3), as a “news media”
requestor. ‘Requestors in this category are provided two free hours of search time and 100 pages
at no cost. At this time, it has not yet been determined if fees wilt exceed $15.00, the minimum
amount at which DOE assesses fees. For this reason, a determination on the walver of fees has
not been made, If it is determined that fees will exceed our standard allowange, your fee waiver
request will be addressed at that time.

You may contact DOE’s FOIA Public Liaison, Alexander Morris, FOIA Officer, Office of
Public Iformation, at 202-586-5955, or by mail at MA-46/Farrestal Building, 1000
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C, 20585, for any fiarther assistance and to discuss
any aspect of your request. Additionally, you may contacl the Office of Government
Information Services (OGIS) at the National Archives and Records Administration to inguire
about the FOIA mediation services they offer. The contact information for OGIS is as follows:
Office of Government Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration,
8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov;
telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at ]-87’7—68?-6448; or facsimile at 202-741-5769.

Please refer to the above-referenced number in any communications with DOE about the request.
Tf you have any questions about the processing of the request or this letter, you may contact me
or Ms. Renee Harris of this office at MA-46/Forrestal Building, 1000 Independence Avenue,
§.W., Washington, D.C. 20585, or at (202) 287-6733.
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[ appreciate the opportunity to assist you with this matter.

Sincerely,

(gt e
Aléxander C. Morris

FOIA Officer
Office of Public Information
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Peter Schweizer: Your money is being used to help
bankroll the World Economic Forum in Davos.
Why?

By Peter Schweizer, ,

Published January 11,2017

World Bconomic Forum (WEF) Executive Chairman and founder Klans Schwab arrives at a news conference
in Cologny, near Geneva, Switzerland January 10, 2017. (REUTERS/Pierre Albouy)

Later this month hundreds of private jets are expected to descend on a small town in the canton of
Graubiinden, Switzerland, for a few brief days.

They will be carrying the elite of the elite, who will be attending the World Economig Forum {WEF).

d in the beautiful Alpine mountain resort of Davos-Klosters, attendance is strictly by invitation only.
Basic membership in the WEL costs $50.000. A premium membership can set you back $500,000. Butin
recent years the WEF has enjoyed another source of income. Since 2013, the Obama administration has been

- sending foreign assistance dollars to the WEF through the United States Agency for Interpational
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Development (USAID). According to government records, the tab to taxpayers thus far is $26 million.

Davos attendees include a global elite, including heads of state, business titans, and celebrities. There are
cocktail parties sponsored by multinational corporations and dinners catered by world-class chefls and served
Fbartenders performing magic tricks. .

Celebrities like Leo DiCaprio and Bono mingle with current heads of state and tech billionaires from around
- the world. Attendance is so tight for the 2017 event the WEF is considering housing staff in “temporary
containers” to make room for guests.

“This is without a doubt the most connected non-profit on the planet.

The organization boasts that it “provides a platform for the world’s 1,000 leading companies o shape a better
future.”

The globalist missionatry zeal of the organization combined with its Juxurious parties Tas earned it the Davos
meeting the nickname “Burning Man for Billionaires.”

Not surprisingly, the WEF is also flush with cash. Accerding to the non-profit’s 2015-2016 annnal report, the
organization took in $223 million (current exchange rate) in revenue, most of it from membership dues and
partnership fees.

Despite the obvious wealth of the WEF and its members, USAID has given “assistance” to the WEF in the
form of tens of millions of dollars,of taxpayer money.

Since 2013, USAID has given the World Economic Forum $26.091.,370 under its Foreign Assistance to
™ ngrams Overseas initiative, which comprises nearly two-thirds of all grant and other funding WEF took in
w. or that time period.

So why is USAID, which is supposed to focus on disaster relief and poverty relief, subsidizing such an
organization?

* According to the federal government’s spendingwebsite usaspending.gov, it's unclear. The money came in
sizeable grants of $9.5 million in 2013, $11.1 million in 2015, and $5.7 million in 2016.

The taxpayer money began to flow the same year USAID administrators began attending the luxurious
confab. USAID administrators Rajiv Shah (2011-15) or Gayle Smith (2016) have attended every Davos
meeting since 2011. s

"In 2013, USAID changed its mission statement to make its prime goals to “‘end extreme poverty and promote
" resilient, democratic societies.” Well, Switzerland is a “resilient democratic society.” They got that part right.

According to government contract reports, it’s unclear if taxpayer funds were taken by the WEL and sent to
Africa or Asia, but it doesn’t seemn so.

The “principal place of performance” of these grants was Switzerland, with the “recipient” city of Cologny,
where the WEE has its headquarters. Not surprisingly, a search of online real estate records reveals the town
has a substantial luxury real estate market.

w-AID official, when asked to comment, said this:

"The United States Agency for Internationat Development (USAID) works with public and private partners
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to advance America’s security and prosperity by promoting resilient, democratic societies and ending extreme
poverty. USAID has awarded grants to the World Economic Forum (WEF), including an innovative public-
private partnership to spur economic growth and reduce poverty by reducing the time and costs to trade in
developing countries. USAID remains committed to stringently vetting, tracking and evaluating the results of
" arded grants, to include those disbursed to the WEF, and to its public and private sector partners.'

How the global clite choose to spend their time is their business, but U.S. taxpayers should not be subsidizing
their social lives.

' _ The 47th annual World Economic Forum convenes on January 17th and the theme is “responsive and
responsible leadership.”

In keeping with that idea, the responsible thing for the incoming Trump administration to do would be to halt -
grants and funding of this elite organization with taxpayer dollars.

Peter Schweizer is the president of the Government Accountability Institute and the author of Clinton Cash

{Harper Collins 2015).
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The Washington Post

Opinions

The swamp is deep, and here are five bipartisan ways to

arain it

By Norman Fisen and
Peter Schwelzer
December 13, 2016

Norman Eisen, a visiting fellow at the Brookings Institution, co-
founded and chairs Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in
Washington, Peter Schweizer is president of Government
Accountability Institute.

* As founders of two leading government watchdog groups that come
* from very different perspectives, Citizens for Responsibility and

Ethics in Washington and the Government Accountability Institute,

we welcome President-elect Donald Trump's commitment to “drain

tr. swamp.” We here offer, in our personal capacities, five

joint recommendations that the president-elect should pursue to

implement that critically important campaign promise:

1. Registered lobbyists, The president-elect has made a good
start by ejecting corporate lobbyists from his transition and

by committing to ban former members of his administration from
registered federal and state lobbying for five years after leaving
sovernment service, In addition, the new administration should
look to slow the “reverse revolving door,” setting up rules
regulating the financial conflicts of lobbyists who enter his
administration. President Obama established a set of rules to
address this issue, After all, when special-interest influencers enter
government, they get their hands directly on the wheels of power

t  they were formerly trying to affect from outside.

2, Shadow lobhyists, Of course, it is not only registered lobbyists
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who have financial conflicts of interest. Because of the notoriously
porous Lobbying Disclosure Act, many in Washington engage in
1obl\aying activity without having to register. Too much influence is
si. . exerted in these shadows, as the president-elect correctly
recognized when he vowed to close lobbying registration
loopholes. The best way for him to accomplish this is to address all
those who bring financial conflicts of interest with them into his

- administration, not only lobbyists. Why not go one step beyond the
Obaima order, which had separate rules for lobbyists and non-
lobbyists, by offering a single tough set of financial-conflicts rules

| that applies to all appointees? This would lift up Obama’s lobbying
rules to also apply to “public relations consultants” and the Tike,
including those who hire them. We support a drafi executive order
offered by a bipartisan group of experts that would do tha.t asa
starting point for the president-elect’s review. The beauty of this
approach is that the new president can begin addressing lobbying
laopholes with the stroke of his pen for executive-branch
ap jtf-g)in’cees while he seeks revisions to the lobbying statute in

Congress.

3. Transpareney. High ethics standards are important, but they
must be complemented by transparency for government to work
well. Indeed, this is one of the strongest areas of agreement among
the left, right and center of the political spectrum. To drain the
swamp, Trump should make a strong commitment to transparency
— among other things, by continuing the policy of posting White
House visitor records on the Internet, and even expanding this
disclosure to other agencies. This year Congress passed, on a
bipartisan basis, a Freedom of Information Act upgrade that we
hope the new administration will vigorously enforce. And the
president-elect should, above all, get off on the right foot by
r.__ising his tax returns, as we have both previously called upon

'him to do.
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4. Campaign finance. Campaign cash is the bilge that waters the
D.C. swamp. The problem of unregulated, undisclosed donations is
one on which a supermajority of the American public agrees. The
d. _ser of big money in politics extends beyond campaigns and
includes fundraising for inaugural events as well. Candidate Trump
was correct to condemn the corrupting influence of donor dollars
on our system. There is a variety of proposed solutions on the right
and left, and though there is some room for honest disagreement,

* there is more consensus than one might think. Why not appoint an
independent, bipartisan Simpson-Bowles type of commission to

come up with recommendations?

5. Tone at the top. The president-elect has made a good first step
with his announcement on Twitter that he will “be leaving” his
. business “in total” and will be taking himself “completely out of
 business operations.” We both believe he should do that by
transferring all his business interests to a blind trust or the
e ‘valent. While ke is correct that the generat conflict-of-interest
statute 18 U.S. Code 208 does not appfy specifically to him,

creating such a trust or taking similar steps, as every president for

* the past four decades has done, will set an important tone of

integrity at the top for everyone in his administration as they

address their own ethics and conflicts issues.

On Jan. 20, Tramp will be the president of all Americans, Although

we do not agree with each other — or, indeed, with the president-
_elect — on all of the his policies, we hope he will succeed in his

pledge to fight special-interest influence. The swamp is deep, and

draining it is an essential task.
Read more:

T Cruz and Ron DeSantis: If Republicans really want
to drain the swamp, here’s how to do it
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Richard Painter and Norman Fisen: A Trump presidency
would be ethically compromised

I".ﬂ}ene Robinson: Trump isn’t draining the swamp. He’s

deepening it.

Dana Milbank: Stick a sterling silver fork in Trump’s
- ‘populism’

~ Jennifer Rubin: Who is going to drain Trump’s swamp?

L3193 Comments

Norntan Eisen

Norman Eisen served as White House “ethics czar” and U.S. ambassador to
" the Czech Republic and is the author of “The Last Palace: Europe's
Turbulent Century in Five Lives and One Lagendary House.” Follow ¥
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OPINION

Column: Campaign-finance tweaks can fix big problems

. PolerSchowelzer  Published 6:14 pm, ET Nov. 27, 20121 Updated 6:24 pm. ET Now, 27, 2012

More disclosure is smart, bipartisan step.

America just witnessed the most expensive federal eteclion in our histery. An estimated $6 billion was spent on
tha political circus. Now that partisan tempers have caoled, it is time to face the fact that lax dlsclosure
requirements, anfiquated Federal Eleetion Commission (FEC) laws and aggressive cnline campaign

" fundraising have endangered the U.S. elecifon systorn,

N x|
ﬁ;‘;&ucf‘ At the core of the problem is a lack of transparency. Taks, for example, the tising importance of "bundlers”,
individuats who collect numerous donatfons for a candidate. The FEC does not requite campaigns lo disclose
the names of bundlers unless they are registered lobbyists. President Obama voluntarily disclosed
(hitp:#abcnews.ao.comiblog: Milesf, /president: mas-bundlerg-inciide- - fican-flor
- gav-chadle-crish-gwen-slefenis) his bundlers, but Mitt Romney did nat, That's a problem because bundlers who bag big bucks fer candidates are e
likely to receive dublous Tavors, such as governmert grants, loans or jucrative coniracts. While requiring candidales 1o disclose bundlers watldn't end
: 'c:onyism. it would af least aflow us to identify it

{Photo: Doug Pensingar, Gelly
Images)

A_ bygone era

Another weakness of the way we finance campaigns is the "pass The hat” rule, which allows candidates ta avoid reporting donations totaling less than
. $2001inan electian eycle. The rule gets its name from the bygone era when politicians literally passed a hat. Today, with campaigns hauliag in hundreds
., of millions of dokars In small intemat donations, the rule doesn't make sensa, Cq .

Using something called "robo-donors," fraudsters can gencrate thousands of small donations to evade the rules. Many campaigns exacerbate the
' problam by intenticnally maximizing such danations. For example, when a Brillsh ¢itizen
{hitp:iwww nypost.comipinews/ationalbarm blind eve o ilegal denors 8SWotyirl BvbhvDCRyYrEL) wanted to lest ihe Obarna campaign’s ondine
" donation system to see whether it allowed him o donate — illegal under U.8. law — not onty did the Obama campalgn accept kis §10 contribution, it sent
‘i follow-up e-mals requesting a $188 donation, keeping his donalions 1o $198, just under the $200 disclosure threshald,

Credit card security

- America’s campaign-finance system s especially vuinerable o illegal foreign donations for arother reason: The FEC has no minimitm security standards
for orline fundralsing. Far example, even though 90% of he top s-commerce websites require individuzals ta enter thelr three- or faur-digit credit card
security nimber (known as the CVV) before making = fransaction, a recent study by the Government Accountability Institute found that 47% of the

1ation websites for members of Congress do not. Neither did Chama's. The exira step can biock foreign donations.

e
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The threat of foreign influence is haedly new. In 1972, President Nixon's campaign allegedly received millions from the shah of Iran,-Arab interesis and a
Fronch businessman. In 1980, the Phiippine president reportedly hatched a plan to funnel funds into the election. In the 189Cs, the Chinese government
and an Indonesian farmily gave himdreds of thousands lo President Clinton, a process that coild be masked and turbo-charged by the Internet,

Many isstes divida Americans, but kesping egal campaign money cut of elections fsn't one. So why not begls to fix the problem with some simple
Alions? Require disclosure of bundlers, report donations under $200 and itprove securdy for online credit card donations. Dofng those things would
be a smart step in the right direction.

Peter Schweizer is president of the Governmaent Accounlability Insfilute and a fellow at the Heaver Institufion.

In addition fo its own ediforials, USA TODAY publishes diverse opinions from culside writers, including our Soard of Contributors

. (hitps:ivwww.usaloday.comireportersiboc. i)

Read or Share this story: hitp:#fusat.ly/10RKI5Y
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Featured on
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EXTORTION

“We recommend [Schweizer’s] book te you highly — a terrific book?”
—Lou Dobbs, Fox Business Channel

“A great book— well researched” —Sean Hannity, Fox News

“Rich in detail” —Norah O’Donnell, CBS This Morning

“The truth eventually comes out . . . through the work of individu-
als likeé Mr. Schweizer . . . If ever there were an issue on which left
" and right could come together, it’s this one?” —New York Times

“Schweizer names guilty parties and specific cases comrniteed by
politicians from both sides of the aisle . . . He exposes powerful fig-
ures in politics, law firms and corparations” — Forbes

“The missing link that helps you understand what’s going on in
Washington these days . .. With example after example, Schweizer
describes how the money flows into Washington and how the poli-
ticians control those flows .. . [Extortion is] well worth your time.”

— Washington Times

AORO070




ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

.This book would not have happened without the dedicated work
of Rick White, David Heely, Jr,, Sally Jo Roorda, Seamus Brunes,
and Wynton Hall. My sincere thanks also goes to Stuart Christmas,
Michelle Chandler, Eric Eggers, Peggy Sukhia, Jay Woodham, Tony
Mock, Brian Bangus, Bryan Trochessztt, Jerome Fludson, Zach Huff-
man, Mary Francis Dunlap, Blaine Cherry, Joshua Eiler, and Sandy
Schulz, Thanks also to the board of the Government Accountability
Institnte who made this possible: Chairrman Stephen K. Bannon,
Vice Chairman Rebekah Mercer, Ron Robinsor, Owen Smith, and
Hunter Lewis. Thanks, too, to John Raistan of the Hoover Instit-
tion for his friendship and support, .

Bruce Nichols of Houghton is not only a superb editor but alsoa
mian of lreen insight and wisdom. Thanks, Bruce, for another great
ride together. And my agent, Glen Hartley, never ceases to amaze
me in his ability to keep a project focused. The same goes for Lynn
Chu.

A special appreciation goes to my children, Jack and Hannah,
who have inspired me with their grace 4nd character during dif-
ficult times. T fove you both very much.

The author alone is the responsible for the contents of this beol.

AORO071




EXHIBIT 7

AORO072




NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF

-~ How. =
the American.
Political Class

Hides Corruption
and Enriches
Family and

Friends-

¥

EMPIRES

AORO073




PRAISE FOR
CLINTON GASH

“The most anticipated and feared book of a presidential ¢ycle.”
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“Schweizer is an equal-opportunity investigator,
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“Thank goodness, then, for Peter Schweizer and

his blockbuster exposé Clintor Cash.”
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GOLLMBIA URIVERSITY
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Foreword

By Peter Schweizer

Ithough we love to complain about the campaign ads, the
fong Hines at the polls, and all the signs that litter the road-
ways like falling leaves, we Americans vote. We do it to
teach our children how to be good citizens, to keep “them” from
getting into office, and to feel a stonger connection with our own,
state, and pation, We trudge to the polls in November and tap
sereens, flip levers, and fill in circles on paper ballots with our #2
pencils.
 Voting is a duty, and a right, that men and women have died
for. It is an accomplishment and a reminder that we are consenting
to be governed by choosing our own Jeaders. Voting is a civil right
and a solemn obligation not to take government of, by, and for the
people for granted.
1t also expresses our trust that our vote will count as much as
anyone else’s, and that it will be cast fairly, rabulated accurately,
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and honored by everyone, As Americans, we're born or become
citizens knowing all of that, and we guard it jealously. I once saw
a tshirt that read simply: “MY VOTE CANCELS OUT Y’ALLS.”

So, when the subject of voter fraud arises, our jealousy should
be aroused. Americans, like free people everywhere, believe in fair
play and respect for the rules. We should get fired up when there
are credible allegations of vote fraud or ballot tampering. But the
truth is that voting in America has long been rainted by docu-
mented cases of fraud and other “irregularities.” We all have nag-
ging suspicions that some votes were not cast legally, or that
scheming political operatives have figured out how to exploit the

process and rig an election.
You will read about some of the historical examples of that
here. Eric Eggers’s book will take you into the world of party bosses

who treat the ballot box like & cookie jar, prey on. elderly Americans .
and recent immigrants, and conspire to make sure elections go their |

way. They succeeded for years, even for decades in some cases.

Theze is an uncamfortable side to talking about voter fraud. But
not to joking about it. “Vote carly, vote often” is an old one, So are
all the cracks about dead peopte in: Chicago being the real “swing
voters” in any Windy City election. For decades, New Jersey Gov-
ernor Brendan Byrne joked that he wanted to be buried in Fladson
County “so thatIcan remain active in Democratic politics.” Perhaps
the jokes are a way of acknowledging what most of us already sus-
pect is true: voter fraud really dpes happen today.

" Recent news stories have alleged that Rugsian intelligence
agents tried to hack voter information systems in several states.
Sensational charges that spies from other counties may have tried
to crack into electronic voting systems themselves have been cited
by several states as One reason they are returning to paper ballots
and scanners. These attempts are a reminder that our voting sys
terns must be absolutely secure from foreign interference, But what
about interference by domestic bad actors?
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Zlihis book exposes voter fraud that is all homegrown and has
@;‘;ﬁe routine in marny paxts of America. As you read Exic’s find-

: vou will appreciate thiat there are many careers that owe their

g3 to exploiting the vulnerabilities in the ways we vote. The
ques of fraud documented here are not hard to do, but they

‘hard to detect or livestigate. That's by design. It’s also why they

seldom prosecuted.

The problem is that these kinds of investigations take real
ort, cooperation, objectivity, and determination. As you will see
this book, voter fraud can—and does—happen in many differ-

nt ways. Whether it js done by stealing absentee ballots, inducing
. noncitizens to cast ballots illegally, voting in multiple states during

the same election, or-through other devious means, sracking down

the ‘pegpetrators and proving the fraud is labor-intensive. As we
- discover at every tiin, povernment agencies that are supposed to
ensure the openness and integrity of our elections will throw up
roadblocks to outsiders trying to look into these questions. Some-
times, politicians simply deny that a voter fraud problem even
exists, or they minimize i, or they question the motives of those
who seek the details. But few in governinent seem very eager to
answer these basic questions: Is votex fraud widespread? What can
we do to stop it?

Our organization, the Government Accountability Institute
{GAL, was born in 2012 to do this kind of work, and ask these
sorts of questions. Weate a nonprofit group of investigative report-
ers, researchers, and writers who do our own research and publish
our findings in reports, or as raw material shared with media
orpanizations to pursue further, and as books like this one.

While many of the books we've wiitten on government corrup-
tion and incompetence bear py name as the author, they all relied
on our marvelous team at GAL They are dogged, curious, skilled
investigators who pose the guestions, research the facts, and scru-
tinize the excuses of politicians of both parties. With the support
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: of our generous donors, we do the legwork that reporters and edi-

-y tors at the major networks and largest newspapers used to <o, but
%:;‘1 no longer have the resources o the time to do themselves.

. Previous GAL investigations have exposed corruption in Con-

1 gress, in the vast federal bureanczacy, in political candidates who

enrich themselves and theiz family members through sweetheart

YO; deals and subtler forms of bribery. Our most recent book, Secret
Las u _ Fmpires, became 2 number one bestseller on the New York Times
fraudt Tist. It reveals the many Ways that members of Congress and even
and in a president have entiched their children and closest friends, tegally,

isclosure laws that

by taking advantage of loopholes in financial d

We
voter govern how they can eari money, but don't place any restrictions
show! on their family membess.,
county . Time will tell if that book leads to changes, but its predecessor
.WOF certainly did. Clinton Cashr: The Untold Stary of How and Whry
aizatl Toreign Governments and Businesses Helped Make Bill.and Hill-
f'r;ltsl:gz . - ary Rich dogged Hillaxy Clinton’s 2016 campé.igi} for president
to enk with its investigation of the ways Bill and Hillary Clinton leveraged
attack their nonprofit foundation empire for personal gain and engaged
But in numerous quid pro quo schemes to enrich their friends and -
rights, doners. That book too was 2 New York Times hestseller, and it
of law, was quoted and cited extensively during the presidential campaign.
shockil It also was credited with spurring several FBI investigations into
fraud ‘ ) the Clinton Foundation and any favors Secsetary Clinton may have
b{lelni done on behalf of Foundation donots. GAL's team spent peatly two
: (years researching the storiés told in that book, and we're proud of
' HQW its success.
E_an Farljer efforts took on Congress in Throw Therm All Out, -
. Wkllly _ which documented how congressmen graded their own stock port-
and folios based on confidential information they learned in supposedly
o How osed hearings. This led to passage.of the STOCK Act, outlawing
could the practice. Our book Extortion showed how the Obama Admin:
istration rargeted industries for criminal investigasion but chose
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Foreward

-to pursie key potitical donors, slid open the door to then-
ker John Boehner’s “Tollbooth,” and how lawmakers used
Campaigh shush funds to bankro]l their lavish lifestyles complete
Hiyith limos, private jets, golf at five-star resorts, fine wines, and
Ureash for family members.

These GAl efforts all helped explain why our government i8 50
it dysfunctionak: it's all about making money, not making law, This
R ook, though, takes on political corruption of a different, related
GRS form. Where we have previously focused on how politicians entich
themselves once they get into office, Eric Epgers, Research Director
at GA, tackles the shady ways some of them get there. And stay
there.

He wilt show you how some political operatives do all they can
 to open voting up to noncitizens living in their jurisdictions, and
* how they and their wealthy allies fight to block laws requiring voter

ID; You will read stories of how boleteros and politiqueros broker
che votes of senior citizens living in nursing homes in Forida and
Tekas. You'll come to anderstand that the fights over so-called

. Motor Voter bills and the current debate in Washington about

3 . whether the U.S. Census should ask if someone is a citizen are all

" about protecting the many strategies for perpetuating routine, reli-
able, tried-and-true methods of voter fraud.

There are hopeful signs that voter fraud in its many forms is
being taken more seriously than in the past. In its first year in
office, the Trump administration made one aboriive atterapt 10
study voter registration records from all fifty states. A bipartisan
commission. it created was cebuffed by opposition from many
states, who still control this information and aren’t eager to share
it ourside their borders, as we also found when we conducted our
own analysis of the voting rolls of twenty-one states. Still, the con-
nection of this issue to the immigration debate, and fo the 2020
Census, will keep the guestions and the demand for real answers

Eric’s work, his first as an author, will make it harder 1o

coming.
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Foreword

make excuses for avoiding honestly measuring the real extent of
fraud in American elections. But, as any recovering alcohotic will
teil you, the first step is admitting that yon have a problem.

Eric’s book is a great way start.

[P R P SRR
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e bool in their own
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Searmus Bruner is the Associate Dicector of Research at
the Covernment Accountability Instituce {GAI). Seamus
has worked with GAY since 2013 providing rescarch and
support for numerous New York Times bestsellers and 60

Minutes exposés.

Visit SeamusBruoner.com 10 learn mote, ?rovide
teblowes tips, and access pritnary source documents.

_ AOR091






