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From: Jen

To: mdove@fec.gov

Subject: Public Comment on status of ActBlue contributions' eligibility for federal
matching

Date: 12/11/2007 01:36 PM

Dear Ms. Dove,

| amwiting to record ny coment on the issue of the status of funds
contributed fromindividuals to individual political candi dates through the
i nternet portal ActBl ue.

| understand that the FEC is considering identifying ActBlue as a PAC, and
therefore the funds generated through it becone ineligible for federa

mat ch.

This decision, | feel, does not accurately reflect either the function of
ActBlue, or the intentions of the donors using it as a portal through which
to ensure their personal donations reach the individual candi dates they have
i dentified.

Act Bl ue represents a secure portal for the online transfer of funds from

i ndividuals to individuals--it nakes participating in the political process
easy, convenient, and secure. |'msure you hear all the tine about
small-time (and not so snall-tinme) frauds being perpetrated on the internet
with respect to general conmerce, and fundraising for various charities as
wel | .

Act Bl ue presents conveni ence. Different candi dates can enploy the portal to
recei ve funds wi thout having to go to the expense of devel oping their own

uni que portals (for which a local or smaller-venue candi date may not have the
funds). Contributors can donate to multiple candi dates at one site
(ActBlue's) without having to track down nultiple candi date websites or use
multiple portals for multiple donations.

Act Bl ue presents security. ActBlue's reputation has renmained consistently
credible, its financial processing reputable and its interface sinple and
easy to use for both candi dates and donors. By having an ActBl ue "standard"
portal interface, candidates are able to make use of an existing tool (rather
than having to reinvent the wheel), and donors are able to do the sane, with
a sense of security and fanmliarity that allows both candi date and donor to
focus on the core issues of the political process, rather than confusing
aspects of e-commerce.

To ne, identifying ActBlue as a PAC woul d be equival ent of identifying a
singl e bank as a PAC, sinply because multiple account holders contribute to a
single canpaign. ActBlue is a tool--a franework, if you will, that
facilitates participation in the political process. It would be a sincere
shane to cut this very grassroots concept off at the knees, and | urge you to
consi der both the spirit of ActBlue's existence, and the reality of the
mlieu in which it exists.

Thank you for Iistening.

Si ncerely,
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Jen Sokol oski
Lebanon, OH






From: Ann Gaidos-Morgan

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: Act Blue should be able to get matching public grants
Date: 12/11/2007 01:58 PM

Dear Ms. Dove,

The public financing system is designed to let campaigns match small
dollar contributions from supporters. ActBlue helps facilitate those small
dollar contributions. There's no reason contributions via ActBlue should not
count for public financing purposes. Please keep ActBlue as an easy way
for people to contribute to candidates.

Sincerely,

Ann Gaidos-Morgan

Secretary, Benton County Democrats, Oregon

Never miss a thing. Make Yahoo your homepage.
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From: Larry J. Hernandez

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: Don't Penalize ActBlue as a PAC When It Isn't
Date: 12/11/2007 06:46 PM

December 11, 2007

The FEC must reconsider any move to rule that ActBlue is a PAC and
therefore, render any funds that it raises for various candidates
ineligible for matching public funds. ActBlue is not a PAC, itis a
clearinghouse for a multitude of causes and candidacies that are united
under the broadest umbrella of being to the left of center. Unlike
PACs, ActBlue doesn't promote any fixed agenda or favor some
candidates over others. It doesn't advance the interests of any single
entity or candidate. Rather it encourages public participation in the
most nut and bolts aspects of political campaigning, and encourages
entering the public life. What is wrong with that? It is very much at
the heart of what public fund-matching of campaigns is about.

ActBlue is not a PAC, do not rule that it is.
Larry Hernandez

970 East 8th Street
Upland, Ca 91786-6805
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From: Aletia Morgan

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: Matching Fund Act Advisory Opinion 2007-31
Date: 12/11/2007 07:03 PM

Dear Ms. Dove,

| am writing to comment on Draft Advisory Opinion 2007-31. | urge the
Commission to reject Draft AO 2007-31, and permit my individual credit
card contribution to John Edwards for President - made online through
ActBlue - to be matched under the Matching Fund Act.

As a supporter of public financing, | believe the Commission should be
removing disincentives for presidential candidates to participate in the
matching funds system. The Commission should be embracing new
technologies and grassroots financing of presidential campaigns. Draft AO
2007-31, on the other hand, would have the Commission erect new
barriers to participation in matching funds.

On March 22, 2007, | contributed to John Edwards for President through
the John Edwards 2008 page on the ActBlue website. | made the
contribution from my personal funds (and affirmed as much) using my
credit card. The contribution page | used was exactly the same as the
contribution page on the John Edwards for President web site, with all of
the same safeguards and disclaimers.

| understand that individuals' contributions through the John Edwards for
President web site are readily matchable. Why should my online
contribution be any less matchable? The draft advisory opinion barely
addresses this question, much less provides an answer, and it should
therefore be rejected by the Commission.

ActBlue is no different than a service such as PayPal, which makes it
easier for individuals to safely complete purchase via the internet. ActBlue
allows individuals to safely make donations to specific political candidate
campaigns.

Finally, my $500 contribution to the John Edwards campaign made
through the ActBlue site on March 22 of this year is shown on the FEC
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website that documents individual donations to various political
campaigns. Since the FEC itself shows my donation as being from me,
rather than from ActBlue, the FEC has in effect already determined that my
donation was indeed an “individual contribution”. Thus, to be consistent,
the FEC ruling on this matter must follow this precedent and affirm that
contributions to specific campaigns placed through ActBlue are indeed
individual contributions eligible for FEC matching funds.

Thank you for all of your efforts on our behalf.
Sincerely,

Aletia Morgan

26 Gallup Place

lowa City, IA 52246

319-354-4532

Aletia Morgan
ahmorgan@ix.netcom.com






From: Rebecca Jane Stanton

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: Act Blue is not a "committee"
Date: 12/12/2007 10:24 AM

Dear Ms. Dove,

| write, as| know many have, to clarify the role of the online fundraising site
ActBluein the political fundraising process. ActBlueis not a"committee”; it does
not raise funds for a general pot that it then distributes to candidates and issues of
its choice; rather, it isan online fundraising TOOL that allows individualsto
donate small amounts of money directly to the candidates of their choice. (Thisis
especially helpful for grassroots campaigns that do not have the resources to set up
their own secure online credit card processor.) In all cases, the money donated
goes directly to the candidate specified by the donor, and all the FEC regulations
governing campaign contributions by individuals are observed: the money is at all
times linked directly to the name of the donor, the name of the donor's employers,
and the name of the candidate for whom the donation is earmarked. At notimeis
there any possible question about who the money came from or who it is going to.

Most importantly, contributions made to any candidate through ActBlue are
subject to the same maximum limits as those made directly to that
candidate through his/her own website (or other fundraising mechanism).

Therefore, contributions processed through ActBlue's fundraising service should
also be dligible for matching funds under the same rules as other contributions
made by individuals to the individual political candidates of their choice.

Yours sincerely,
Rebecca Stanton

Rebecca St anton

Assi stant Professor of Russian

Dept. of Slavic Languages

Barnard Col | ege, Col unbia University
3009 Br oadway

New Yor k, NY 10027

(212) 854- 3133
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From: dwmintz@gmail.com

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: Upcoming Ruling on Grassroots Donation-Matching
Date: 12/12/2007 10:27 AM

Dear Ms. Dove,

I'm writing because I'm concerned that the FEC, in its upcoming ruling on
whether grassroots donations via ActBlue can count for matching grant
purposes, could further alienate regular Americans from the campaign finance
system. As the FEC draft opinion notes, ActBlue is simply forwarding funds
contributed by individual donors to the candidate committee. That donors are
taking advantage of the convenience of donating through ActBlue should not
affect whether those donations are eligible to be matched.

I hope that the FEC will change its draft opinion to reflect the spirit of the law
and to encourage small donors to stay involved.

Sincerely,
Daniel Mintz
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From: Peter Nigrini

Sent By: Peter Nigrini

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: RE: Edward

Date: 12/12/2007 11:25 AM

To Whom it may concern:

Regarding the Edwards campaign's request to the FEC that contributions donated via
ActBlue be counted for matching grant purposes. | am concerned to hear that the
FEC has issued a draft opinion that these funds can not be counted for matching grant
purposes. | am an individual donor and the fund I contribute go directly to the
campaign of my choosing with no interference from ActBlue. To suggest that these
funds are somehow functionally different that if | had send a personal check to

the campaign would seem to distort the intent of the law.

If the function of the FEC is to facilitate the public financing of political campaigns, |
fail to see how this decision furthers these goals.

I hope the committee will reconsider its position.

Thank you,

Peter Nigrini

Peter Nigrini
Theatre Designer

241 W 37th Street #924
New York, NY 10018

T:917.512.5606
M: 917.488.1097
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From: Bill Vigen

Sent By: bill.vigen@gmail.com

To: mdove@fec.gov

Subject: Public Comment: FEC Action on ActBlue Matching Funds
Date: 12/12/2007 11:52 AM

As a citizen who has directed others to set up ActBlue accounts in
order to direct individual canpaign contributions to federa
candi dat es and who plans to contribute through ActBlue to direct ny

i ndi vi dual canpai gn donations to a specific candidate, | urge the FEC

to revise 11 C.F.R 89034.3(f) to specifically allow ActBlue donations

to be eligible for federal matching funds. The FEC has al ready

provi ded that ActBlue can legally direct individual canpaign
contributions to federal candi dates and even prospective federa

candi dates. Construing the lawin a strict, formal manner to now not
count individual donations for federal matching funds will be

i nconsistent with how the FEC has treated ActBlue up until this point.
Changing the way the FEC interprets the |law as applied to ActBlue at

this point will nmean many small donors relied on the FEC s past
interpretations to their detriment. There is no denonstrated danger
that mat chi ng ActBl ue donations will subvert the canpai gn finance

| aws; indeed, the exact opposite will occur if ActBlue donations are

not eligible for matching funds.

| request the FEC to either revise 11 C.F. R 8§9034.3(f) to allow
directed individual contributions fromentities such as ActBlue to
count for federal canpaign matching or interpret 11 C. F.R 89034. 3(f)
so as to allow ActBlue donations to be eligible for federal matching
funds. If this is not done, | further request a full and conplete
expl anation for the FEC s reasons, to include the reasons why ny

obj ections and argunments stated above are not persuasive.

| thank the Committee for their work in making sure the canpaign
finance | aws and FEC regul ati ons remain rel evant and consistent in
this new internet age.

Si ncerely,
WIIliam Vigen

Bill Vigen
Uni versity of Virginia School of Law 'O09
434. 242. 3965
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