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CONGRESSMAN JIM KOLBE

January 16, 2007

J. Duane Pugh, Esq.

Acting Assistant General Counsel
Office of General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 E Sueet, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20463

Re:  Advisory Opinion Request 2006-35

Dear Mr. Pugh:

This letter is a supplement to my letters of October 27, 2006, November 8, 2006,
and November 27, 2006, on behalf of Kolbe for Congress, concerning the application of
the Federal Election Act of 1971, as amended (the “Act”), and Commission reguiation (o
the use of campaign funds for legal expense.

Per your oral request for supplemental information, | have attached a document
indicating that the 1996 rafling trip was led by and supporied by the Natiopal Park )
Service and the Office of Public Affairs, Grand Canyon National Park. Obviously, the .
trip occurred more than ten years ago and thus available documentation is limited.
Available information suggests the purpose of the trip was twofold—-io conduct a fire
reconnaissance tour and to increase the Congressman's awareness and understanding of .
conservation issues associated with rafting policies for the Colorado River. In response’
to your specific question, I understand that government funds were used to pay for .
Congressman Kolbe's travel to and from the Grand Canyon and to support the rafting
portion of the trip. As mentioned in our earlier correspondence, absent Congressman
Kolbe's position as a Federal officeholder, this official rip and the participants’ :
involvement in il would not have occurred.

Please feel free to contact me. or counsel, with any further questions.

Sincerely,

William H. Kelley
Treasurer

Kolbe for Congress
P.0O. Box 31568
Tucson, Arizona 85751

TA) Bon 31568 & Tagwn, AZ 85733
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, Visit of CongTessman Jim Kolbe and Staff .
June 29 - July 2, 1996 :
Grand Canyon :Iut:lml Park ne

Itinerary

Jube 29

} .
QEES, River Sukdistrict staff and drivers
GEEER anddamem a3rive NPS Boat Shop .

“m&mmgtaffdeputsmthm
Village to Laes Farxy .

i Kolbe and group depart Flagstaff for r..aea;i Ferry
IS and other KPS staff arrive Lees ren-y

Felba and group arrive Less Ferry for oriont:ation,
1oadingo£qmanddnpa:h1recnhoats. .

and @D depart Lees Ferry to Soui:h R.tn vie
Congreszional staff vehicles

LT

'I: da il'una 23 through Tuesday, July 2, raft the mlora.do '
: 4 L.h;im Grand.Canyon National Park {Mile ¢ to 88):- Canp at
auyt.to Beach night of July 1. . i
i‘nuaay, m: 2 i
1
:Q0lam | Congressional staff depart Phantom Ranch. fox s::»ﬁth,
! Rim via Bright Angel Trail o T
7:30{am | ! G :nd Congressman Xolbe tour Phantmn Ranc.h '
' and WPS operation ;
9:30iam Congrsesman Kolba and NPS Fire staff dapgri:
FPhantom Rancly by NPS helicopter for fire; ‘
reconnaissance and return £light to 301.11:!1 k:i.m :

[ #o:30 A‘L
i2 noon /4

Congragssnan Kolke arrives South Rim halihasé
Pick up by Rnager staff

Congressional staff ¢roup arrive south Rim -
congressional staff vehicle and/or park ranger
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.Eﬂl be waiting at Bright Angel Trailhsad on Socuth Rim ;
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Congressman Rolba and staff dapart for chson via

1§ovar subdistrict rangsr will coaxrdinate July! ‘3 plokup
;.“Cnugrumn ¥olbe and staff as thay arrive {at Sauth

Gelir left with river trip will be shipped Jml!: to
éongtassional stalf the weak of July 8. :
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