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Federal Election Commission
999 E St NW
Washington, DC 20463

Dear Mr. Litchfield:

Enclosed you will find a law enacted by the Maryland General Assembly (MD Annotated
Code, State Government Article, 15-714) that prohibits regulated lobbyists from actively
fundraising on behalf of members of the General Assembly. (The law does not prohibit
individual contributions from lobbyists.)

Staff counsel for the Maryland State Ethics Commission has interpreted this law to mean
that regulated lobbyists may not actively fundraise on behalf of a candidate for U.S.
Congress IF that candidate happens to be a sitting member of the General Assembly.

It is my contention that the Federal Election Campaign Act preempts the state from
prohibiting a regulated lobbyist, in this case myself, from soliciting contributions on
behalf of a Congressional candidate, even if that candidate is a sitting member of the state
legislature.

Since it is my intent to fundraise on behalf of a candidate in this position, I would
appreciate an advisory opinion regarding the Federal Election Campaign Act’s
preemption of this particular provision of the Maryland law.

1 can be reached at the phone numbers listed below and would be happy to provide any
additional information necessary to assist the timely completion of an advisory opinion.

Sincerely,

Eric Gally ;

7239 Grinnell Drive, Rockville, MD, 20855
(301) 251-8710 (work); (301) 251-5290 (home); (301) 503-1918 (cell)




Article - State Government
[Previous] [Next] [Another Article]
§ 15-714.
(a) In this section, "candidate”, "contribution", and "political committee" have the
meanings provided in Article 33, § 1-101 of the Code.
(b) This section applies only to a regulated lobbyist described in § 15-701(a)1), (2), (3),
or (4) of this subtitle. '
(¢) The restrictions in this section apply from the starting date of the regulated lobbyist's
registration to the end of the calendar year in which the registration period ends.
(d) (1) A regulated lobbyist who is subject to this section or a person acting on
behalf of the regulated lobbyist may not, for the benefit of the Governor, Lientenant
Governor, Attorney General, Comptrolier, or member of the General Assembly, or
candidate for election to the office of Governor, Licutenant Governor, Attorney
General, Comptroller, or member of the General Assembly, engage in the following
activities:
(i) soliciting or transmitting a political contribution from any person, including a
political committee;
(ii) serving on a fund-raising committee or a political committee;
(iii) acting as a treasurer for a candidate or official or as treasurer or chairman of a
political committee;
(iv) organizing or establishing a political committee for the purpose of soliciting or
transmitting contributions from any person; or
(v) forwarding tickets for fund-raiging activities, or other solicitations for political
contributions, to a potential contributor.
{2) This section does not prohibit a regulated lobbyist from:
(i) making a personal political contribution; ]
(ii) informing any entity of a position taken by a candidate or official; or
(iii) engaging in other activities not specifically prohibited under paragraph (1) of this
subsection.
(3) This section does not apply to a regulated lobbyist who is a candidate with respect to
the regulated lobbyist's own campaign.

[Previous] [Next] [Another Article]
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Thanks again. I can be reached by cell phone at (301) 503-1918 if you have any questions
or advice. I greatly appreciate your time and counsel.
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SPECIAL ETHICS LAW MEMO
Campaign Finance Activity |

MEMO TO: Maryland Lobbyists
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Major Elements of §15-714
The core of §15-714 is summarized below.,
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Solicit or transmit a contribution from any person or political committee.
Serve on a fund raising committee or a political committee.
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Section 15-707 of the Ethics Law reguires an individual reculated lobbvist to file a report

http://ethics.gov.state.md. us/campfin. htm . 01/09/2002
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What does the word "solicit” mean?
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by §15-713.
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political action committee. Of course, the lobbyist also may not solicit these contributions.
30. qu is a,lobbyxst employer’s campaign contribution disclosure in §15-715 to be
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