Law Offes i is 12138

RICHARD W. SHAFFER
740 Hamilton Mall
Allentown, PA 18101-2488

Telephone: (610) 439-0800 Facsimile: (610) 439-8852

April 12, 1996

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20463
-
Re:  Lehigh Valley Citizens for Don Ritter =
a/k/a Citizens for Don Ritter =2
FEC LD, #C00092056
N
Gentlemen: &
=

Enclosed herewith is a Request for Advisory Opinion, which request is being mm
pursuant to the provisions of 11 C.F.R. §112.4 (2 U.S.C. §437f.) of the Federal Election

Campaign Laws.
Thank you for giving this matter your prompt consideration.

Very truly yours,
Richard W er
RWS:ble
Enclosure
cc (w/enc) Betty Gates

Donald Ritter



THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

REQUEST FOR ADVISORY OPINION

ENTITY REQUESTING ADVISORY
OPINION:

ISSUE:

FACTS:

Lehigh Valley Citizens for Don Ritter

(a/k/a Citizens for Don Ritter) "LVCDR"

by and through its attorney, Richard W. Shaffer,
Esquire, and pursuant to the provisions of 11
C.F.R. §112.4 (2 U.S.C. §437f.) of the Federal
Election Campaign Laws hereby requests an
advisory opinion from the Federal Election
Commission ("FEC").

Federal Election Commission authorization to
distribute excess campaign funds and funds
donated to support federal officeholder’s activities
to a qualified member pursuant to 11 C.F.R.
§113.2 Use of Funds (2 U.S.C. 439a).

Lehigh Valley Citizens for Don Ritter (a/k/a
Citizens for Don Ritter) having FEC
Identification Number C00092056 states the
following facts:

LVCDR supported Don Ritter who was first
elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in
1978 and was reelected with the Committee’s
support until 1992.

In 1992 LVCDR supported the unsuccessful
candidacy of Don Ritter for reelection to the U.S.
House of Representatives.

Following the election of 1992 LVCDR has made
and completed the winding up of the affairs of the
Committee in the 1992 election, all of which is
confirmed by the Reports of Receipts and



Disbursements (FEC Form 3). The Committee
by the Report of Receipts and Disbursements for
the period 1/1/95 to 6/30/95 filed on 6/30/95 later
amended covering the period from 7/1/95 to
8/31/95 filed 8/31/95 has sought to terminate its
activities by filing said Report as a termination
report.

As of August 31, 1995 LVCDR had cash in the
amount of $15,700 and the obligation of Jerome
Kindrachuk of 3535 Fox Run Drive, Allentown,
PA 18103, to make restitution to LVCDR in the
amount of $22,000.

The obligation of Jerome Kindrachuk to LVCDR
arises as a result of a repayment agreement
between the U.S. District Court for the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania and Mr. Kindrachuk.

This restitution agreement is the latest in a series
of attempts by the Court to force Jerome
Kindrachuk to reimburse LVCDR for funds which
he had unlawfully taken from the Committee.

On July 12, 1989, Jerome Kindrachuk was found
guilty of having stolen funds from LVCDR and
was required to make restitution in the amount of
$40,000. Jerome Kindrachuk failed to make any
restitution of this amount until recently and,

as the repayment agreement attached hereto
indicates, was obligated to pay the amount

of $24,000 to LVCDR in monthly installments of
$1,000 each.

At present there remains the sum of Fourteen
Thousand ($14,000) Dollars owed by Kindrachuk
to LVCDR, but it remains uncertain as to whether
or not he will make the balance of the payments.
Although a judgment is to be entered against him,
it is impossible for the Committee to determine
his capacity to meet this obligation since his
eamings are his only source of funds to meet the
obligation.



Under these circumstances the Committee is
requesting that the Federal Election Commission
determine whether Don Ritter is a qualified
member under 11 C.F.R. §113.1(f).

If the Commission finds Don Ritter to be a
qualified person, the Committee further requests
that the termination of the activities of LVCDR
be permitted and that the Committee be permitted
to turn over to Don Ritter the sum of $15,700 and
assign to Don Ritter the remaining obligation of
Jerome Kindrachuk to pay to LVCDR the balance
of the restitution which he owes to the
Committee.

Allentown PA 18101
(610) 439-0800
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Telephone: (610) 439-0800 Facsimile: (610) 439%52

May 2, 1996

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Bradley Litchfield, Associate General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20463
Re: Lehigh Valley Citizens for Don Ritter
a/k/a Citizens for Don Ritter

EEC LD, #C00092056

Dear Mr. Litchfield:
Per our recent telephone conversation, enclosed please find a copy of the Repayment *

Agreement executed by Jerome Kindrachuk on June 5, 1995.
If you have any questions or require any other information, please do not hesitate to

contact me.
Very truly yours,

%(w%%

Richard W. Shaffer
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THR BASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

UNITED STATES OF )
AMERICA ;

V. ; CRIMINAL DOCKET NO. 89-00015-01

JEROME XINDRACHUK ; ' .

The following agreement is entered into Dy Jerome Kindrachuk,
defendant in the sbove-captioned case, in recognition of his obligation to the
victim co vhom restitution is owed based upon the offense charged at the
above-captioned number., In recognition of this obligaticn, an fully imtending
to be legelly bound, the defendant acknowledges and agrees to tha following:

1. Oa July 12, 1989, defendant, Jerome Kindrachuk was before The
Honorable Edward N. Caha and was sentenced to custody of the Attorney General
for impriscoment for a term of one year. Thig sentence ig followed by a term
of 5 years probation. In reference to the above-capticoed criminal gumber the
defendant was directed by the Court to make restitucion in the amount of
$40,000 to the Lehigh Valley Citisen for Dom Ritterx.

2. The dafepdant, Jerome Kindrachuk acknowledges that he hag

falled to comply with the restitutioan portion of the Court oxder and that he
presently owes the victim;

3. The United States Probation Office has determined that
cansideration of the dafendant, Jerome Kindrachuk, agreeing to fulfil hie
restitution obligation under the above-deascribed order, coasideration will de

given to allow the defendant’s probation term to expire as originally sec by
the Couxt.

4. Based on the above, the defendant, Jerome Kindrachuk, hereby
agrees to countinue to make rxestitutiomn payments directly to the Lehigh vValley
for pon Ritter, ¢/o Richaxd W, Shaffer, Bsquire, Stevens & Johnson, 740
Hamilton Mmll, Allentown, PA 18101. ’

5. The defendant, Jercme Kindrachuk, further authoriszes and agrees
that a judgement be entered againsgt him in the Clerk’s Office of the Bastern
District of Pennsylvania in the amount of $24,000.00 in favor of the Lehi

Valley for Don Ritter. I hereby agree to continue to make monthly reu.icugt?ou
payment of at least $1,000.
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June 20, 1996

AOR 199(-28

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Bradley Litchfield, Associate General Counsel
Federal Election Commission

999 E Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: Lehigh Valley Citizens for Don Ritter
a/k/a Citizens for Don Ritter
FEC LD, #C00092056

Dear Mr. Litchfield:

I am enclosing herewith a copy of the Meridian Bank statemen?&ndiuﬁng that the
balance in the Lehigh Valley Citizens for Don Ritter account on November 30, 1989 was in
the amount of $34,979.12.

Betty Gates, Treasurer of the Lehigh Valley Citizens for Don Ritter, has confirmed
this as being the correct amount in the Meridian account at that particular time.

On November 30, 1989 the Lehigh Valley Citizens for Don Ritter were owed the sum
of $40,000.00 from Jerome Kindrachuk, a treasurer who had embezzled funds from the
account previously. On July 12, 1989 Jerome Kindrachuk was found guilty of having stolea
funds from the Lehigh Valley Citizens for Don Ritter and required to make restitution in the
amount of $40,000.00, none of which was paid as of November 30, 1989.

Therefore, the total amount of funds in the Meridian account plus the amount owed in
restitution totalled $74,979.12 on November 30, 1989.
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RICHARD W. SHAFFER

Bradley Litchfield, Associate General Counsel
Federal Election Commission

Page 2

June 20, 1996

Since this amount substantially exceeds the amount presently proposed to be
distributed to Donald L. Ritter upon termination, as indicated in my Request for Advisory
Opinion it is requested that this opinion be issued at your earliest convenience.

If you require any additional information, do not hesitate calling me.

Very truly yours,

Richard W. Shaffer

RWS:ble
Enclosure
cc (w/enc): Betty Gates, Treasurer, LVCDR

Donald L. Ritter
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